
instinotivelv sliiit oITlIie ciifcine. Once again. tíie spotlight shone 

directlv oii tlie skilT. lilis lime long enougli for iis (o see each 

otli('i''s laces and lo sui'pi-ise one ailollicr willi (lur liaiids iip iii 

llie air. We dÍH(-overed llial lliere were two yoiiiig girls on bdaid. 

Thwarled in our atlenipl. The officers' voices could be heard 

lelling llie skipper lo hriiig llic |)alrol lioal aloiigside ilic skilT l'or 

thciii lo board oiir cralt. Soinelliiiig iiui.sl have nin ainuck in 

Ahnied's iniíul when lie heard tlie (livil (¡iiardsineirs ordcrs, 

becaiise he siiddeiiU giabliiMl oiilo tlie engiiie conli-ol and 

ste|jped on ihe gas so las! ihal lie ihrew iis all ilowii in our 

Iracks. Back in ihe slieller of darkness. tho skilT made a 

desperale bi'eak loi' ihe coasl. Il was all for nolhing. 

The re|)ealed shols. |)robabl\ íircd inlo ihe air as a 

warniíig. now soimdeil loiider as lhe\' eclioed olí ihe rocks. The 

strain of niaking a g(ia\va\ . ihe diic n(>ed ol inaking it lo ihe 

nearl)\ coasl. deal'ened our ears lo ihe shols. Idie lilackness of ihe 

clifls, oullined agaiiisl ihe vellowish bliie of ihe skv, was nioving 

loward us wliile ihe biiisls of cannon fiíc darled all aroniid iis. 

(ies|)eralelv exploring ihe waler. \\ ilhoiil being able lo see us, ihe 

|)alrol boal crew was chasing in bol |)ursuil. We could hear tlic 

shols lieing fií'ed in ihe air and ihc Iwo high-powered engiiies of 

iheir boal. We were gelliiig a close-np view of its one crazed, 

sockelless eve. Several limes, ihal eni'aged beasl was aboul lo run 

US over while one of ils crew fired shols and shonled. 

Siop. vou baslard! Nou're going lo kill 'em all! 

Olher limes, ihev managed lo pulí u|) alougside llie skiff. 

bul when one of llie officers, gnn in liand. was all sel lo jmup on 

board, Abiiied woiild veer, and we would go zigzagging off iiUo 

tile nighi. Our skipper plaved cal and mouse long cnough lo 

neai' ihe ('oasl. Savv\' Ahmeil knew dial as of a cei'lain poiiil llie 

palrol lioat would have lo gi\'e u]> llie cliase for fear of rumiing 

agroimd. The spollighl on llieir lower slaved fixed on us imlil we 

made il lo llie rocks. WC all jnniped franlicalK off ihe skifl and 

onlo the steep slope. each one grabbing llie firsi liag ol clolhes lo 

be foiind al his feel. Drenched. we were slnmbling inlo one 

anollier. banging our sliins on ihe rocks, sonie bags spiilling 

opeii like rag dolls leaving a trail of slufling behiiid in llie iiiglil. 

Bul we liad made il lo drv land. 

Rasping lliiids for spermalozoids. prolozoa and pollen; 

inerlial. iiplilling llnids for man. sliarks and dolpliins. 

W liirling, .swirling, spirals. jels. drops.... infinile bonds. 

sMiibois of life. Wa\( 's. ripples, bores, Isimami, ... svmbols of lile 

as well as of horror. 

Waler evervwhere. We are almosl made onlv of waler. Aii 

elepham is almosl ihree-foiirlhs waler: aii earlhworm. eigliU 

percent; a jellvlish. iiinelv: a xomig human liod\. íorl \ : im olil 

one, ihree-í 'omlhs allhoiigh wizened.... and our brains, eiglilv 

percent. This plaiiel is over seveiiU perceiil waler. and llie 

almosphere and ihal Irailing beliind is fluid almosl ad iiiliiiiium. 

/\ cacins liardK' lialf a iiieler lall can grow down several meléis 

below llie desert snrl'ace lo irap imperceplible inoi.sliire and lluis 

live almosl: eternallv. 

Waler. whose boiling poiiil cliaiiges froni valle\s lo 

mounlain lops. Oapable of boiling. freezing and evaporaling all 

al llie same lime, or ol e.xpanding and weighing less when 

lidzeii. hriiiii freezing lo e\'aporatiiig. Irom boiling lo cooling. ./\ii 

exiremelv poor lieal condiiclor. and \cl a perfect hcal-

lrans|)orling finid. 

Waler. air.... we an^ macliines whose finid lunclions. of air. 

of blooil aiid of olher walers are nianv: jels. membranes. filiéis, 

forcé and discharge pimips or dual-purpose oiies. lancéis ... 

I'lnids wliicli are shapeless, yet which are ca]jable of laking 

on infinile fornis. Liíjiiids. waler, neither an inl'inilelv imperfecl 

gas ñor a perfecl solid crvslal. Liqnids, imperfecl fliiids. hvbrids 

and \el endlesslv evolving, crealing. W illionl aii\ error, wilhoul 

any defecl, evoliilion would nol have laken place, iiew species as 

ihe advanlage of having |uil an error to good use. Mankind s 

survi\al wiiiild lia\c been impossible wilhonl llie inigralor\ flow. 

wilhoul llie inlerbreeding ciirrenls,... willioiil llie iinorlhodo.x 

displeasiire having been laken in llie ap|)arenlly uii(|iieslioiial)le 

as perfecl. 

Muids. the symliol of adventure, of llie imí'oreseeable. of 

Inrbiilence, of chaos,... and vet ihe underlving flow of crealioii. 

\X illioul llnids. a \iiid. 

Manuel (',. Veíanle. Professor of Phvsics at llie Imiliilo 

Pluridispliuar of llie Ijiiiversidad (Complutense in .Vladrid. 
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T H E M E D I T E R R A N E A N B A S I N : 
W A T E R TO C O M P R I S E T H E C O R E 

OF ALL F U T U R E C O N F L I C T S 

Fliiids. swiiiiiig. whirling.... llie sliiff ihal dreanis. pocirv. life. 

evolulion. beaulv and ils waniíig — even horror — are made of. 

I'luids and s\\ irliiig. w hirling, infinilelv flexible, slow. I'asl. sliorl. 

microscopic. long or incominensurablí». 

Water, air. cloiids — cminilus. siralns. iiimbus. cirrns 

clouds... \\ hirling, swirling. microworld (siiperflnids). 

macroflows (lornadoes, hiirricaiies, galaxies in the infinile) 

almosl infinilelv expandable. 

l-lihds. llie dri\ iiig and masler of natiire. capalile of 

allowing soiiie solids lo floal and of |)ulling otliers under. 

BY SAMI NAIR 

In llie mid-sevenlies. warning of ihe dangers which were Iviiig in 

wail lor lh(> .VIedilerraneaii would have genei'ally been laken as 

bi'iiig alarmisl aiiil absnrd. bodas, ibis coinprises a commilmem 

and a dniv. Knviroinnenlal disasler is nol onlv a serions ihreal 

wliicli is looming over lilis región, bul a progressively luoic wcll-

l'omided probabil iu . The degrailalioii ol llie seas is ciuickening 

in pace, and pollnlion along coasllines has become more obvioiis 

since llien. One oiil of everv six oil lankers in llie world sails ihe 
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