
R E V I E W S 

In l l ic 1<)')(|>. la i ioos are \ai-¡i)i isly 

(Ic^cri l i i 'd a> s\ i i ip lcmial ic (lí l l ic ciili-dpN 

ol c i i l l i i i c . as a M i r \ i \ i i i u ícilk a n (on i i . 

as a |i()|) i i i l l i i r a l l ) l i j ; l i l . as ( l i 'c( i i-al i \c 

a n . as i ' i l i ial pci rd i ina i icc or as íasl i ioi i 

lad . \\ l ien Sdl id gal lc i ics lakc an i i i l c i i ' s l 

in an \ Id i i n n i cu l l n ra l | i i ( i ( lnc l idn . h s a 

sni'i ' >¡i;n l l ia l >ui'li íl)I•nl^ an- ncj Idni icr 

la l x id . I lie las( dccailc lias sccn l l ic 

a|i| i i '(]| i i '¡al¡dn. I i \ a i l i ns i i im id i i s . mu 

di iK ol malT i l i . I i in alsd of i l ic a i l di ' l l ic 

¡iisanc. l i l i ' l iduiclcss and l l ic 

i i i ca r i c ra l i ' d . ( ' onunon lo diese Inr i i is is 

l l le i r cdin ieel ion lo n ia i ' i ; i i ia l i / i 'd ^.oeial 

i i ronps. W l ia l d is l in i i i i is l ies l a l l dd i i i n 

IVoin l i le la l ler . is l l ie l'acl d i lis 

¡nsci i | ) l id i i Olí l i le l id iK . I lie eol leelor ol 

l i le l a l l dd can o i i l \ o\\ n il and l i i i K 

a | i | ) ro | i i ia le i l . I i \ c l id i is inu Ki l i a \ i ' il 

enií iaxiMl i i i l d lier l'lesli. I l ie ic s 

sd ined i i i i ^ n i i l i u \ a l i l e ahd i i l l l ie la lK i i i in 

d i i r "eiN i l ized hiieiclx. \\ hile il is 

ediieei\ al i le d ia l oiie in ig l i l sooii he ahle 

lo \ iew desiííiis íor la l loos or l lasl i slieeis 

in l i le sani l i / . in i ; a i l nnisenin - al i inuside 

g i a l l i l i - d i i - c a i n as and l l ie | )a i i i l i i ins di 

•Idlin \ \ a\ ne (^ae\ and Dr. I \ e \ o i k i a i i -

¡I ic inai i i í , i i nhkeK . i l ia l (iiie w il l 

e i iedini ler la l looed sliiii i i i l i l is eoine. \ l . 

I iiless. di i-(}ni'se. oiie lakes i i i l i i 

aecdi inl l l ie likes d i Bdh Idai ia i ian. Cl i r is 

l i i n d e n . \ ¡Ki .\ee i. Or lan and Ron 

, \ l l i e \ . Id i i ien l id i i huí a lew. The 

in l l a led e i i l l i na l eniTeiic\ oí' l a l l od i i i i ; in 

ihe jale l \ \ c i i l i e l l i ee i i l i i i \ i i in> |)aial le l 

Id l l ie I ren / ied | ) i ( i l i l e ia l id i i ol hod \ a r l . 

In l i le woi'k ol l l ie aldi 'einenl ioi iei l 

a i l i s ls . l i le hdiK i.s ¡de i i l i l ied as die lasl 

sile di resislanee aiíai i isl die 

eo i i i i i i od i l i ca l id i i o l ' a r l . Be \o i i d l l ie 

dehah's winel í are eliai 'aeleri-, l ic ol ai'l 

i i is l i l i i l id i is . die hdd \ i> ¡ i ie ica>i iml \ 

ide i i l i í ied as l i le lasl |)d-.^ihle sile l'|-oiii 

wl i ie l í l i le l\\ c i i l ie l l i -een l i i i ' \ i i i d i \ ¡ d i i a l 

in i í i l i l l'oiuc a i i i ea i i i n^ in l i d e n l i u . 

I'.,\isi¡iiü l)o(l\ l l i ( ' d i \ i>. lidw ex el ' , 

inel ined Ki >ki ' lel i an d\ ( ' i s in ip l i l ied I s 

( l i le |id\\cries-,) and I j i e i i i ( ihe 

| i d \ \ c r l n l ) .^ei'iiaiio. in l l ie lace ol a 

|)ereei\ i'il seilse i i l l i le Idss cil l i le h d d i h 

a i i l o i i o i i i \ ol l l ie inodern i nd i v i dua l . 

Siielí d i scd i i i x ' lei ids lo cali lor a 

r i ' ( le i i i | ) l id i i di l l ie ur()leM|iie hdd \ as 

aaai i is l l l ie lame, classical Ix i iK w inc l i 

i node rn i l \ enddises as i i dn i i a l i \ ( ' . In ~ l o 

Deslroy Se.\ i ia l ¡ l \ " ( l ' ) o l ) . ( a i y 

I Idckei i^ l ie in i i l le is i l ie hil idw ¡na cali Id 

resislanee againsl l l ie d i>c¡ | i l i i i i i i í ; o í l l ie 

h o d \ in n i o ( l e r i i i l \ : 

'/ c niii lili loiiuicr stiiiiil liy i'd/v 

irliilc irc are rolihi'il iij oiir iiiaiillis. iiiir 

iiiiiisi-x. iiiir si'xiiiil iin'iiilicrs. iiiir ¡siils. 

iiiirri-iiin... jiisl SI) llii'v ciiii liini lliciii 

iiilii jiiirls /iir llu'ir iuiiniiiiiiioiis iiiiirliiiir 

ir/ii'rli iniiiliiri'x nijilldl. c.i/iloiliiliHii 

lililí lili'Jiiiiiilv. lie Clin 11(1 liiiiíifr sliiiiil 

l)\' 1(11}' irliili' llicy riiiilriil. rriíiiliilr iiiid 

urrii¡)yiiiiiiiiiin)ii.s iiii'iiihniiic.s. lili' 

purés i>l iiiir skiii. llie eiilire seiilieiil 

siir/iiri' (¡I iiiir hiiilw... II e riiii un liiiiLL'er 

111)1 "roiiii' iir IIDIII hiiek iiiir sliil. iiiir 

siilini. Diir eiieríii' iii'enriliiií:' In llieír 

liiirs irilli llii'ir iiiiiinr. Iiileriileil 

lii/riiiiiiiiis. lie iriiiil In i'.ri>litri' lili' 

¡riísid- iiiliihili'il. iiiDrii/ii'il hiiily I luí I 

riipiliilisiii iriiiils SI) ilesperiileh' II) iiiiike 

II/ DI ir lirinií hnily... (1) 

I loekeni iheni \ i>cerall \ ic i lera les 

Mar.x s es>eiil¡al dh iec l id i i lo ( 'a| ) i la l is in: 

d ia l is. d ia l ( Mi|)ilali,-.ni al iénale-, on i ' 

I ro i i i diie s o\\ 11 l i o iK . One s l i i í i i l lo do 

as oiie wí in ld w i l l i o i i i ' .•- I H K K was. 

i l d \ \ c \ c r . i is i i rped in i l le i in ia hel'ore 

(!a|)ilali.,-iii hecaine ihe la \ ( i red >ca|ie-

ü'iial d( i i iaiix a co i in le r -cn l l i i r e : . l i ideo-
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( i l i i ' ih l ia i i laws l i a \ i ' l i i i i í ; l i r i d l l ic hdíK 

1(1 he a ^acicd Ic i i ip lc . I lie l i ih lc 

e-\])n'.ssly wai' i is ii> ai;aiii.--l ( Ic í i l i i i i ; l l ic 

I H ) ( I \ ¡11 IJTÍIÍIIIS I'):'2S: "\ in\ 11111-.I I K I I 

ua.^li MiurM' l í ¡11 i i i o i i n i i i i i ; Inr l l ic dcad 

i i r la lK id \ i) i i r-. i ' l f . I a i i i l l ic Lo rd . I lie 

l i i l i lc al.Mi dc l i \ c rs Í I I ÍU I IC I ÍDH- . aua¡ii>l 

l i le ^p i l l i im 1)1 M'i'd. ¡i ici 'sl. 

l id i i ic iscMial iU. I i i ' s l ia l iu and o l l i c r 

| i ra( i i (CN l l i n i i m h w l i i c l i l l i r l in iK i^. I i \ 

¡ i i i | i l ¡ r ; i l ¡ i i i i . ( I i . - . l ia( lrd f i d i i i • ' i i i i i i i ia l 

I M I I N K p ra i i i c i ' s ^ucli a^ r i ' | in id i ic l ¡ ( i i i 

and. i i l c i i i i rM'. r io i i i l l i r l i iu l ic r | ) i i i | ins( ' 

i i l | i r i i |H ' i l \ s | i i i i l i i a l i i 'Mrc l id i i un l l i r 

i na i í i i an i í n iu n i l l ic I j i i i l . I d i i i a i k 

oiic s liiicK ¡s l i i \ i i i la lc l i le M'.SM'I in 

w l i i c l i i i i ic s siiul l i ' i i i | ) ( i rar ¡ l \ i cs idrs . (2) 

A.s IJa i i i c Scai'ix SIIC.--M'S IKIW ex I T 

(¡11 l icr IxKik '/'//(' B(i(l\- ¡II l'iiiii). l i le 

picM'ii i-c n i Ica incd c i i l l i n r in l i le I K H K i^ 

i iol ( inly iiii|H),M'd l i d i i i W Í I I K H I I l i i i l also 

|) i ' r | ) i ' l i ia l( 'd l i i i i i i w i l l i i n . I liis i.-- p a i l K 

d u r I D l l ic ••rcín.-^al o í l l ic I X M K I D disDW n 

¡Is i iw i i ca iK r¡ i( nni^lani- i '^. il-- i i i i i l r and 

o l i c i i l i ca i i l i l n l in^inlcnrc <iii a l iMir l i i i i f ; 

¡iilD ¡1.1 r l i \ i l i i i i> and p i is l i i rc í l l i r sigila 

d ia l il in l ia l i i l í - a p a i l i r n l a r ^pacr al a 

pa i ' l ic i i lar l l i i i r . l l i r h i i inan an ima l is 

in ils ra|-|\ \ r a r s " r i s i l i / r d . I rarns lo 

s la i i i l np r in l i l . I D wa lk . lo \ \ a \ i ' and 

siui ial . lo l i s i r i i . lo sprak. and l l i r 

ü i ' i i r i a l " ( is i l i / i n i ; procrss lak rs p iare 

w i lh i i i p a i t i r u l a r ••(•i\ il icalnis. a 

pai ' l ic i i la i ' l i rn i isp l i r i ' c . a pa i ' l i rn la r 

na l io i i . a p a n i r n l a i ' s la l r . a p a r l i r n l a r 

rru' ion. (.'!) l l i r l io iK ,-. lD \a l l \ lo 

po l i l i r a l and r r l ig i i i i i s pDWcr r r s i d o ii i a 

n n n i l i r r o í I rau i l r urs ln i ' rs w l i i r l i are 

d r r p K r n i l i r d d r d ¡11 l l i r i inrDi iscions. 

SraiTN i iol i 's. lor r xa i np l r . d ia l o i i r s 

r i l i / r n . - l i i p i i iosl o í l r i i d rn ia i ids o i i r s 

p l l \ s i ( a l pr rM' i ic r w i l l i i n l l i r (•(iiinlix i i f 

w l i i i l i o i i r is a r i l i z r n . In " r i x i l i z r d 

. - •or i i i \ . p i i n i s l i n i rn l ronsi-.ls o í ( l r p i i \ i i iu 

l l i r i i i d i \ i d i i a l ol w l ial sl ir ro i i s id r rs lo 

Itr l i r r " l ias i r l i inna i i l i i i l i l s . l l i r r iu l i l lo 

goM-ri i l i r i o w n l io iK . l l i r l i od \ w l i i r l i 

sl ir lias l i r r i i la i i ; ; l i l lo l l i i i i k of as 

p r i sona l p rop i ' i lN . I i i i i r a i i l l po i i i ls o i i l 

d ia l l l i r d i sapp ra ianc r ol l o i l i i r r as a 

pn l i l i r s p r r i a r i r lias l i r r n al I l i l i i i l r d lo a 

' l l i i i s . w l i i l r l l i r po l i l i r a l 

I r r l inolouA oí' powci ' in w l i i r l i l l i r hody 

rx is ls ina\ li¿i\c r o l i r i c n l residís, il is 

d i l í i i s r and ranno l l)i ' s i inply l o r a l i / r d 

w i l l i i n l l i r s la l r or a i i \ o l l i r r o i i r 

i i i s l i l i i l i on . Kr ia l io i i s oí powci ' • ( I r l i i i r 

i i n n i n i r r a l i l r po i i i ls o í ro i i r i i J i i l a l ion . 

íornsrs oí' i i i .-^lal) i l i l \ . r a r l i ol w I l i r l i lias 

ils owi i l isks ol r o n l l i r l . oí s i r i igü l rs . 

and o í 'a i i al Irasl l r i i i p o i ' a i \ i i i \ c rs io i i o l 

d i r p o w r r r r la l ions . (4) O i i r in ig l i l 

(•(Jlirlndr d i r i i . l l ia l oppos i l ion lo s i i r l i 

l l i r Drawiiiu Cr i i l r r . P i r r r rd l l rar ls aiiil IViir LOM' : .\ (iciiliirv ol Drawiiius loi TaKiiis. 

proerss o í •• | i i i i i ia i i izal ion and oí 

i i i r r r a s r d "cix i l i / a l ion . l i n l . as 

^rnesoni r p i i n i s l i n i r n l oí l l i r l io iK is 

i i ' i ee i rd as hai i íai 'o i is and i n a l i o n a l . 

p i in is l i inen l lakes 011 iiew íínises. Il i^ noi 

¡nsl d ia l a i i l l i i a i l \ i i iscail irs i i s r i í in l l i r 

I H K K . hnl also d ia l l l i r r i l i z i ' i i ro i i s rn ls 

and opr i is l ieisel l lo siielí i i i s ia ip l ions. 

l i l e n l t i i na l i ' ro i i i i o í siielí n i i n i i a l 

eonseiil is drn ionsl i -a led l i \ l l i r so ld i r i ' 

w l i i j l ie ro i ra lK d i rs "íor liis r o i i i i l r \ . 

piiw'ei- l l l i ls l i l s r l l ' l i r dií ' í i isr. ' ra l loo i i iü ; 

in l l i r s r I r i i i i s . n i i í i l i l l i r i r a d as a 

n ion i rn l a i x i r r l a i i n i n j í o í l l i r hody ol l l i r 

i i i d i \ id i ia l . Il is i iol ¡nsl sorial 

l iansuressois wl io are ranu l i l i ip ¡11 l l i r 

po l i l i r a l I r r l inoloj iN oí powcr. . \ l l social 

l i r i ims and i i i s i i l n l io i i s are r i a i s lan l l y 

p i d d i i r r d and s i i l i j r r l r d w i l l i i n a 

po l i l i r a l l ' i r ld. l i l i s app l i rs loo. ol 

r on i s r . lo l í i r l a l l oo in i ; i i l ( l i is l r \ i i s r i l . 

' r a l l oo i n i i lias l i r r i i i l l i-ual in . \ ^ ( . s in r r 
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TI II' Drawiiii; (á'iiliT. (iliiiiiir Piiiiii^. (iiillcninii uí I hiiilr\ l ':iiik\. 

1 0 ( ) 1 . I 'nr f ra r (il Irií'iil r cpc i r i i s s io i i s , 

l^ll^I la l lo i i a i ' l i s l i will ¡iisisi oii scciiii;' 

id r i i l i r i ra l i i i i i licl'iiic l a l l o i i i n^ M I I I I I Ü I T 

|•l¡^lll^. I la \ iiiü a la l ín i i î  l iaii lK 

laii íaii i i i i i i i l 1(1 a i lc l l ini i i i i i i : o í l l i r 

(MUIIÍII ' | )()\ \ri> llial lir. h i i l . al a l i i i ir 

wli r i i issiics l ikc al iDil ioi i . su i r i i l c aiiil 

i 'u l l iai ia^ia a i i ' MI \ ¡ÜOII I I ISK d r l i a l c i l . 

laKiHiiiiy' is |Hiii ' i i l¡all\ a •^iiiall "acl (if 

n i i i i i i i m " . (o) | i \ w l i i rh lili- l a l l i ince 

clrclari 's a liiílil I" l l i r pas l aiiil lu l i i iT ai' 

hiT I ) I K I \ . 

I lie CDiiiiilcx I r l a l id i i ln ' lwcci i 

• r i \ il¡/al¡(iii a n d i h r i l i s r ip l i i icd IIIKK ¡S 

Miiwlicic iiiDir a | ) | ) a i r i i l lliaii iii AdiiH' 

L o o s ' d i a l i i h c agai i i s l lallooiii j ; ' . lii 

•Onia i i ic i i l a n d (a-iiiii ' ' ( l ' ' ( )<)) . (()) lii-

ai'fiiir-. l l ial nKiilcrii m a n (.sv'r) (•¡\ilizcs 

liiiiiM-H li\ ¡ i i l cn ia l i / i i i i ; iiKiral riiilc.s. 

Arriii ' i l i i i i ; lii lj)i)h. Iii c i i i i l r ¿ i \ cnr ini iral 

CDilrs a^ a i i i o d r n í ad i i l l . ¡̂  lo r i ' u i o s lo 

| i i ' ¡ i inli\ isiii. LiiDS ci l rn lall i i i i i i i í : a s iiiir 

cxa inpl í - (if -.iirli r i ' j i r r ss ion . (7) lii 

a rmi i i i i : lor l l i r r i i i i i i n a l i / a l i o i i ni all 

n r i i a i i i n i i a l i i i i i . Iii' a s s i ' i l s llial all 

l a l l i i o r d |)i 'i)|ilr a r e i ' i l l icr rriii i i i ial-. . iir 

lali 'iil n i i n i í i a l s . I lie l a l l o o la i i i l s llic 

c i i l i j i l i l r i i i i i rnl p r o j c i i wl i ich L D D S linliU 

SI) i lcar . Il d i ' l i a r i s íiiiiii l l i r l a l ln i í a l i z i ' d 

|>iiril\ K i w a n l s wl i ich m a n iiiiisl s l r ¡ \ c . Il 

is svm | ) l ( )ma l ¡ c of a liirii a \ \ a \ I rom 

r i i l l m c . I liis a l l i l i i d i ' ¡s rn i i s i s l cn l will i 

lili' i i iai i i ir i ' iii wli ir l i l a l ln i í s l i a \ r liccil 

iiscd lo i i iark l l iosr a r r i i s c d ol r i i l l i i ra l 

i i i i |>iir i l \ : inosi sl iockiii i iK p r i l i a p s . ihc 

inil l ioiis of Jrw s liclil ¡II \ a / ¡ 

ro i i cc i i l r a l io i i ca i i i p s . 

Il is. i r o i i i í a l K . lliioiijíli siicli a c l s 

ol l ia i l>ar¡ l \ in llic i iaiiic ol | i rour( ' ss . 

t ha l lili' p i i i i l \ ol l l i r i 'iiliiiiilciiiiii 'iil 

p io jcc l lias ilscll hci'ii casi iiiidci ' 

s i i spic ioi i . \\ hi'ii llic r la i i i i lo r i i l l i i i a l 

piii'ilx iTM'als i isri l as a liid lor lascisl 

l io inoüci i i / .a l io i i . . . i i \ i l i / a l i o n ra i i no 

loiiüci' ¡mioiT ils i l i s i 'onlc i i l s . Il is al lilis 
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|i i>inl. accí j rd i im lu l l ic c lai i i i - ' i i l 

•Mddc i i i l ' i i i n i l i x i>iii . l l in l l l ic 

rc|)rc-,>(Ml. " i i r i i i i i i i x c i i i i |)nl>c i c l i i n i s íii 

('i>iil(]ii j i i l -^ai ic l inioi i idi i^ i i i i i ( l ( ' i 'n ¡ l \ . I l i i ' 

r o i i i i i i ^ (il I he I r n i i " Mcidcni 

P l i l l l i l i \ ¡M i l . (<)) l o (• ( ) l lc- | | ¡ \ c K ( I c x ' l i l l C 

lal l íKi i im'. p icrc i i iu . I i ra i i i l i im . hcl l -

i i i i i l i l a l i n i i . Mai ' i l ica l ¡(III l i c . cvcikc^ l l ic 

i l o i n - I r l i 1)\ ihiiM- W I K I |i(' iT()nii M IC I I 

acls I D encape i i ic i i lc i i i i lN. Il is. l ikc 

i i i i ic l i i i l i l ic (li>('i)iii-.(' ¡II la \ 1)1' i>l 

la l lDo i i i i i . i l r i - | i l \ l i i i i na i i ¡ ^ l . (' ') I lie 

rc l c l i ra l ¡(III ol i i i a l i ' i ¡a l ¡ l \ \ \ l i ¡ ( l i Nci al 

l i l i ' ( i ' i i lcí- (il l i le ( i i i i c i i l l a l l d i i 

i'cna¡>.saiiic ¡,s. accoi iNim l i i l lns 

MaiTal¡\('. a t icsUiic al icca| i l i i i ¡ im" l l i r 

•^i'll i n i i i i aii ¡iiiTca.--¡iiül\ a l i cna lc i l 

w d i l i l . • M o d c n i Pi - i i i i i l i \ ¡Mil lai'ücK 

l i 'a\c> l l i r iKi l id i i i i l ' • | i i i i i i i l i \ ¡--11] 

i i i i | i n i l ) l n i i a l ¡ / iM l . Tlic ca.-.liiiu ol ' l l ic 

la lK id as l i l i ' s \ in | i i i ) i i i i i í l l ic i i i i i n i (if 

l i l i ' rr | i rcsM'( l . | i i ¡ i i i ¡ i ¡ \ r ¡iii|iiil--('. o í l l ic 

(¡('--¡n' lo |-i' l¡ii(|ii is|i a losi ( • ( i i i i i r i l ¡o i i lo 

i i a l i i i c . ri'sls (111 i l ic as>i i i i i | i l id i i d ia l 

l a l l d i a i i i ; ¡iM'ir ¡:, a | i iaci¡c( ' « I n d i i ' \¡sis 

<ll l l .s¡dc r i l l l l l l - c ; l i c M l l l l l i h c 

an¡ r ¡c ¡a l i l \ df l i l i ' Soc¡i ' l \ o í l l ic 

í~'|H'clarl('. 

I l i i ' l a l l oo ¡ i id i i - . i i \ wa-. i io l . 

I idwi 'xcr. i i i ia(Tcc|ci | | i \ ihc l i i i i í í cd inn i ; 

l a i l l i i r i ' ¡ i idi isi iA df l i le | io-, |- \ \ai- |)ci-¡(iil. 

A ld i i i i \ \ ¡d i l l i r cxl i -c i i i i ' l a l i d i i a l i zanm i 

di d lhcr Idiiii.-. df c i i l i i i i c i i i l l ic iw i ' i i n i - i l i 

(•i ' l l l l i ix . i i i l l l i ' a r i i i i r i i n r i i l 
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body in a space which is neither 

absolutely natural ñor purely cultural, 

between pain and pleasure and at tlie 

threshold between the past and the 

future of the material body. It speaks 

both of our niortality (the 

impernianence of the body that will soon 

be past) and of a disavowal of death 

(the perinanence of the tattoo is a 

coinmitment to the future of the body). 

It is a personal inscription by means of 

which one defends one's memories and 

nieniories-to-be. Despite the increased 

popularity of custoinized tattoos and the 

unprecedented claims to originality 

niade by tattoo artists, tattooing reinains 

inextricably intertwined with the specter 

of death. The centrality of death to 

tattooing is evidenced by the persistence 

of inotifs like the Death 's Head, the 

skeleton " taking" the maiden, the 

vainglorious, grinning skuU, the gory 

crucifixión, the oozing sacred heart. And 

then there are the banners: "Death 

before Dishonor", "hi Memoriain 

of ", "INRI", "TiU Death Do Us 

Par t" . The multiplicity of buxom 

beauties that have been tattooed onto 

the arms of generations of tattooees 

point no less to the transience of earthly 

life, to the inevitable transformation of 

the worldly beauty into the rotting 

corpse. Historically, the tattoo has had 

coniplex eschatological significance. It 

has been worn, in some instances, to 

ward off death. Sailors believed that a 

pig tattoo on the heel would prevent 

them froni drowning and also sometimes 

wore tattoos of the cross or Christ on 

their chests and backs to avoid being 

flogged to death. Tattoos are especially 

popular during wartinie because of the 

uncertainty of survival which gives rise 

to a sharpened sense of mortality. 

Guardian niotifs such as "Lady Luck" , 

"Florence Nightingale" and "Death 

before Dishonor" proliferate at such 

times. 

Regardless of whether the chosen 

tattoo is explicit about its obsession with 

mortality or not, it is poignantly related 

to the vanitas still-lifes of seventeenth-

century Dutch painting, to the medieval 

danses macabre, to the "live fast, die 

young" atti tude of the Hell's Ángel who 

emblazons himself with emblems of 

impending doom. The popular tattoo 

motifs of rising phoenix or resurrected 

Christ (both of which point to a desire 

for immortali ty), are only the corollaries 

of the memento morí tat too, bv dint of 

which the tattooee declares her 

resignation to the inevitability of the 

body's disintegration. (This is most 

strikingly iterated in Diamanda Galas' 

tattoo which reads: "We Are All HIV+", 

or in an equally sinister register, by 

Stalin's tattoo of a Death 's Head.) The 

tattoo evokes the complex interplay 

between Eros and Thanatos, between 

the acknowledgnient of decay as the 

point towards which the individual 

invariably moves; and the striving for 

self-preservation. We are all slowly 

dying. And nothing reminds us more of 

this grueling fact than the permanent 

niark cut into the impermanent 

body. 

NOTES 

1 Cuy Hockenghem. "To Destroy Sexuality ' 

in Francois Peraldi (editor). Polysexuality 

[Semiotext(e) #10] 1981, p. 261. 

2 One may not be buried in a Jewish ceinetry 

if one is tattooed; tlius to be marked in a 

concentration-canip suggests a double 

dehunianization of the Jew: she has been 

deprived not only of the right to live as a 

self-determining individual, but also of the 

poteniial to escape the bodily hall of earth, 

by being buried in accordance with 

religious law. 

3 Elaine Scarry. The Body in Pain. New, 

York: Oxford University Press, 1985. 

p. l09. 

4 Michel Foucault. Discipline and Punish: 

The Birth ofthe Prison. New York: Vintage 

Books, 1979. p. 27. 

5 Ibid, p. 308. 

(6 Adolf Loos. "Ornament and Crime" in The 

Architecture of Adolf Loos. New York: Arts 

Council, no date. 

1 Clearly, there is still a stigma attached to 

marking the body. Zach Parsi claims, in a 

recent issue of the New York Press (August 

30-SepteiTiber 5, 1995), that every tattooed 

person he's ever met "has a range of 

expression bounded on the one end by the 

moronic and on the other by the banal" 

and that "tattoos are as good an indicator 

of boring cretins as the mongoloid's 

protruding tongue is of a chroniosomal 

déficit". 

8 See, for exaniple, V. Vale and Andrea Juno 

(editors). RE/search #12: Modern 

Primitives. 1989. 

9 Ironically, such discourse is reminiscent of 

Clenient Greenberg's humanist cali for a 

puré (read "abstract") art that might 

transcend the culture industry (kitsch). 

The potential to escape a reality ravaged 

by WW2 and depleted by consinnerism, 

was central to his formulation of the need 

for art to strive for autonomy. 

10 Walter Benjamín. "Paris, Capital of the 

Nineteenth Century" in Peter Demetz 

(editor). Reflections. New York: Schocken 

Books, 1986. p. 153. 

11 Prominent tattooees include Cher, Julia 

Roberts, Michael Jordán, Christy 

Turlington, Melanie Griffith, Henry 

Rollins, Drew Barl^vmore and the Red Hot 

Chilli Peppers. 

16S 




