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del Castillo: 

A dream of airplanes and 
distant lands 

/Mlhoiijíli Calician b\ blrlli. (La Cloniña 

1926). José Vlai-ía Alvarcz del Caslillo is 

onc iiior-c (laiiarian. Tlie fací llial I he 

arlislie coiiiiniiiiil\ of Las Pahuas rliosc 

lo ignore liini ¡sii'l i-eally iiii|)oi-(aiil. as 

somc crilics tlial sii])porle(l liis work 

locally llave iiolod. Il is aliiiosl 

iiisii|HM-al)ly difCiciill lo he a prophel in 

oiH- laúd, csijecially wheii one |5rovcs ihe 

rare ahilily of hchio- ahle lo einhark oii 

ihe arllstic advciiliire alone, jiisl iisiiig 

yoiir own rcsoiirees. wilhoul any 

godlalhei's lookiiig aher \ou ¡ii ihe prcss, 

nol inriirr-ing any pi-opagaiidisl debts, 

vvillioiil pr'olective cotcries. wilhont (lie 

ne|)olislic h'iendslhp lha( ¡s our dailv 

hread and ihe ideal pi'eeondition U)v our' 

j'eigning niediocr'il\. 

Liis ehildhood was devoled lo uuisir. lie 

alone slndied the xiolin. (he piano, and 

coniposilion. and wr'ole liis lirsl piano, 

violiii and clioral woiks helween ihe age 

of Iweive and íourleen. I lowever. al 

sevenleen, íale lears np liis imisical 

scores, becaiise he is denied, coinplelelv 

nne.xpecledlv. a graiil fof musical si lidies 

in Paris. As a resiill oí lilis selhack he 

Iniriis iiearK' lliree hiindred eoncerl 

pieces llial he liad <'omposed niilil llieii. 

In 1')•")? aii arl woik li\ liiiii î  included 

in a eollerli\( ' exhihilion in Las Palmas. 

I le liad slarled lo draw al si.xieen, 

allhoiigh he decided lo l ia\e liis lirsl 

e.xhiliilion in 1')??. al I he Vegiiela 

Gallerv. I le liad previoiislv olilained llie 

í'irsi draw iiig prize al llie X \ lli l'iiie .'\rls 

Hegional Hiennal of Las Palmas in l ' )72 . 

In llial iiiilial ¡ndividiiai show llial look 

place in llie (iíille de los Balcones, 

AKarez del ('aslillo used hlack iiik and 
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Alvarez del Caslilli). De la danza. 1088. 

pcii, thoiigh coloiir was also boginninn' ro 

a|)|i<'ar-. I lis coiiiposillon is alwavs 

clioialK' slriicliiiffl. likc llic "liofi'or 

vacui "'; cIciiHMils llial cxprcss |)ni-clv 

subjcctive reaülics. separalofl IVdiii liriie 

aiid more akiii lo an aeslhclii: conce|)t of 

rlixlliiii ¡11 inusic. 

In 1982, llu" 2nd Blonnal of Paiiiliiig 

was held in Teror. a villagc in llie 

momilaiiis oCííran (Janar'ia. Diii'ing llic 

decisión lai<iiig proccss Ü( the jiirv, I 

discussed vvilh the exccptionai cnnarian 

avaiil-gardc paiiilcí- l-'clo Monzón, (sincc 

llien sadiv doccasod). Uip mcrils of 

Alvarez del (^aslillo's woi'k, llial we holh 

linally supporled. and conseqiienlly 

awarded ¡I llie piize. anioni; nian\ wíirks 

presenleil wliicli liad heen stored in (he 

basenienl of ihe rown I lall oí rei'oi'. 

[l wasn'l a black and wliile draxsing. Its 

size was liai'db' bifíg'ei' dian a slieel of 

foolscaj) papel', and il ineorporated a 

sliuiíi leclniical vafialion llial liis sl \ le 

developed afler 1978. The ar-lisl 

descril)ed il llhs \\a\-: "Sniall poiiilillisle-

like sli'okes ap| iear on I he paper. in 

blaek ¡nk and iheii willi colomcd inks 

and l^oliing. and so they gradually 

weave and gixc shape lo (he work whieh 

eNcnlnally resenibles a sniall l apes l iy ' . 

Me was i'ighl. Duiing his ¡ndi\idiial 

e.vhibilioii in .\ladi-id. (1980). al llie 

Ramón Diiiáii (iallery. ihe .Vliiiislry of 

(aillin'e ac(|uii'e(l one of his works for 

llie carloon eoinpelilion al ihe Royal 

Tapeslry f'aiiory. I lis work is oiie of llie 

lliree finalisls, ainoiig sonie 180 woi'ks 

snbiniUed lo coiiipelilion. lie woiild 

llave recei\-ed ihe firsl prize liad he iiol 

file:////a/-


|ir-i'\i(}ii,sly rcriiscd il. Ilowcxcr- llic Hoyal 

'l'a|)('slry l'̂ aclor-y cNcriluMlly runde a 

lapc'sir-y hascd oii oiii^ of bis draw ¡iigs. 

AfU'i- lile Madrid ('\|irricnc(-. he liad 

(•\liil)¡liniis iii Zaraaoza. (Sala Ton-e 

Xiicva. (laja de Ahorros (1(> Ar-ajióii y 

Rioja. 11)81). aiid ¡ii La Coi-iiña. (Caixa 

de /Miorros. 19«3). and lliially iii dic 

(;al)¡iirl(> Lilcrario oí Las Palmas iii I').")."). 

Iii 1''<)7 lie was oiirc more awaidcd llii-

lirsl Fiiz(> Cor Drawliig al llic \ l \ l l i l-"iiic 

Arls iíiciinial oí Las Palmas and ¡n 1<)80 

llic l''irsl Prlzc Ibr Small l'oiiiial Painliiifí 

of dic Xlli l''.\li¡l)ii¡()n oT lli(> Piiinicrs and 

Sciilplors .'\ssocialioii ol' Spain. 

Yet \v(> luue alrcaiK icmarkcd llial 

Alvarcz del (laslillo isn'l a pahili-r of 

cxlcriors and cxcn Icss so ofex'crxdav 

rcalllN. I lad ¡I iiol hci'ii l'or ilicsc prizes 

wc woiild liardK lia\c followcd liis 

carccr and liis soi-ial lile, almosi 

imknown. AKarcz del (iaslillo liasii I 

liad aii ind¡\idiial cxliiliillon loj' a 

docade. 

I^ast spring Sovillc hroiiaiil liim liark lo 

lile prcscnl. Ii\ clioosing his painling, 

"Corrida l 'amásiica ". (FaiUaslic 

Riilirighl). íorl l io \ l l l i Prizc for 

Painling oí "\i\ Conde de iíarcclona de 

la Real Macslranza de Cahallciía de 

Se\'¡lla ". prcsidcíí li\ liis Maji'su King 

.luán (iarlos. 

In 1077. Lilis (iarcía de \ egucta wrolc 

oC Alvarcz del (iasiillo; 

"l io has de\'Olod his wholc lile lo 

drawiiig. in a resei'Ncd and domcslic 

lashion. nol dariiig lo show his work 

whilc olhcr oí his aclixilics and 

|)assliiiH's emcrgi'd: pla\¡iig lile \¡olíii. 

Iioisc riding, drcaming oí airplaiirs and 

dislanl laiíds..." 

j-'oi' AKarcz del (laslillo's drawings are 

like dreams in I he air. a ver\' carefiillv 

charled lerrilorx in ílighl. ihal is 

limelcss and placelcss. echos ofoll ier 

dislanl iiiner \'oiccs wlicre \vc rcrogiiize 

snrreal mnllcrings. soiils in |)iirgalorv, 

oiilsidcr r\ lliiiis. 

He is cui'rciilK e.xhihiling llic work of 

(he past five \ ca r s at the .Viiiseo iN'cslor 

in Las Palmas. , \ .Z . 
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Alvaii'z del Caslilio. 
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