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Resumen 

Se presenta y discuta el nuevo nombre Maytenus canariensis, 
propuesto en Kunkel (1971) para el  "Peralillo" (Catha cassinoi- 
des). 

The name Maytenus canariensis (Loes.) Kunkel et Sunding is 
proposed for the Canarian endemic currently known as Catha ras- 
sinoides (L'Hér.) Webb. The new name has been presented in 
Kunkel (1971)' without commentary. 

In four of the Canary Islands (La Palma, Tenerife, Gran 
Canaria, and Fuerteventura) a small tree of the family Ce- 
lastraceae is sometimes met with. By the native population 
the tree, which is a Canarian endemic, is known as peralillo 
(or peradillo, peralito); in the botanical literature on the is- 
~ n d s  it has normally been named Catha cassznozdes (LiHér. j 
Webb (Pitard & Proust 1908, Ceballos & Ortuño 1951, Lems 
1960). L'Héritier (1789) first described the species as Ca- 
lastrus cassinoides; later it has been refered to the genus 
Catha (by Webb in Webb & Berthelot 1836-50) and Gym- 
:zosporia (Masferrer 1881). 

In 1942 the family Celastraceae was monographed by 
Loesener: who considered Catha a monotypic genus. with 
tAle single African species C. edulis Forssk. The Canarian tax- 
on together with a related taxon from Madeira (see below) 
wrre transferrcd to Maytenus. Locscncr's gcncric delímita- 
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tion has been followed in most of the later taxonomic litera- 
ture (see for instance Hou 1955, IVIelchior 1964, Hiry Shaw 
1966, Raju & Babu 1968, and Tutin et al. 1968). In the re- 
cent checldist of the vascular flora of Madeira (Hansen 
1969) the Madeiran plcint has also been refered to the genus 
Maytenus .  The name to be applied to the Canarian plant 
l ! ,"  L-.T~-,,-- ,A+ ,,A+ Le,,,, ,"tnhl;"hnrl usa, LLU vv c v  CL, L L U L  y C L  N C L U L L L C  L O ~ ~ ~ U I L P I I L U .  

Loesener (1942) considered the Madeiran Maytenus  
dryandri  (Lowe) Loes. and t h e  Canarian taxon t n  be cons- 
pecific and gave the Canarian plant rank as a variety under 
the former: M .  dryandri  var. canariensis Loes. It seems, ho- 
wever, rriure currecí, i u  curisider iiie i w u  tu  b e  disiiiici eii- 
ough to deserve specific status (evident differences in inflo- 
rescences, leaf shapes, etc., see also Lowe 1868), and the 
question thus arises about which name one should apply to 
the Canarian plant. The name Maytenus  cassinoides could 
l.infnrti.~.nat~l y not  h e  iispdi ~ P C B I I S P  nf a n  older h n m n n y m  
Maytenus  cassinoides Urban, used to designe a plant from the 
Westindies (basionym Rhamnus cassinoides Lam). As no 
otl-ier epithet on the specific leve1 has been used for the 
taxon, it is here proposed to chose Loesener's epithet for 
what he considered a variety, which makes the following 
new combination necessary : 

Maytenus canariensis (Loes.) Kunkel et Sunding comb. nov. 
in Kunkel Cuad. Bot. Canar., Supl. 2:62 (1971). 

Maytenus  dryandri  (Lowe) Loesener var. canariensis 
Loesener, Nat. Pfianzenfam., 2. Hufi., ¿U b, p. i 4 ü  
(1942). 

Syn. : Celastrus cassinoides L'Hér., Sert. Angl. 1, 
p. 6 (1789). 

Gymnosporia cassinoides (L'Hér). Masferrer, Anal. So- 
cied. Españ. Hist. Nat. 10, p. 176 (1881). 

Catha cassinoides (L'Hér.) Webb in Webb et Berth. Phy- 
togr. Canar. 2, p. 142 (1842). 

N o n  Maytenus  cassinoides (Lam.) Urban, Symb. Antill. 
5 ,  p. 58 (1904). 
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Nota de la Redacción / Editorial Note 

Por razones técnicas se publicará Cuadernos XIV junto con 
el número XV, en Mayo de 1972. 

For technical reasons Cuadernos XIV will be published 
together with number XV, in May 1972. 


