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I ha \ c lo adiiiil llial. alllioii<ili thc iirsi lime I canic aci'oss 

\ i i ika Sli()iiii)ai(" s \\<)ik I apiuccialcd its rciiospccliNc 

referciire to nioderii ahstraclion \ ia ils use ol dccoralivc 

"AfVican clotli pattenis. 1 saw iio cridcal |)()Icnlial ¡ii (he 

woi'k (itlicr tliaii llic iiiiion of Iwo discoiirscs wliich aic 

iiormalK associalcd. n>s|)('(li\('l\. willi -.upciior and 

iiilciiof (of liigli and [¡opnlaf ) cullural praclices. 

I l()\\('\cr'. as I now rccofinizc. llic jiiccc Diiiihic Diilcli 

(1<)<)4) — an inslallation olalioiil ÓO jiancls of "AiVican 

clotir painlcd l)\ llic artisl wiili iliick. >:liin\ cxiircssionisl 

l)i'nsli,slroki's — is in lacl dic hasis ol' a nmcli \\ idcr 

cnltmal i rilicpic ahonl llic i'iction ol' idcnlilN. wiiicli 

ex|)os('s llic cilviding iinc ix'lwccn idctnil)-as-csscncc and 

id(MUilv-as-|)T-()cess. II'Slioniliarc s sn<;<;cs(ioii was indccd 

¡lUcnlional —llial Western ModernisTn was an exarnple ol 

liow iion-Weslern cnltnres hecaine cataKsis l'or ilie 

crcalion ol alleiiiative atliliides and loiins— (lien il 

struck me as e\eii more relevant w lien I saw J/oír DDVS ii 

Cirl Li/<r )o,i Cel \u He <i Cirl IJkc Yoi, (I<)<):,) wliieli. 

ironically. was included in an exiiihilion oT Afriean 

textiles oriíanized l»\ tiie IJaihican (ienter ia Loiidon as 

pai't of lile Alriea '*'•'> reslixal. Tliis pieee eoiisists ol' three 

\ ictorian-st\le siiils. complete with peciod details siielí as 

intricate lails. se^^rl togethec hv ihe ailist nsing olT-euts of 

tliis so-ealled Al'rican clotli. Again. tliis piec(> implied two 

dillerent st\!es and two contrasliiii; meaniíiss and. onc(" 

inore, it seeined lo leiid ilself lo llie lemptalion of heiiii; 

interpreted as a coinmentaiA alioul llie W est s 

de]ieiidence oii its coionies for its o\\ n sense ol ideiitilv. 

lilis siiiífiestion cleaiK raises (|iiestioiis al)onl inllnences 

and anllienticitv. as wcll as relations and appro|)riatioii. 

since it was iiot oiii\ tlie West wliicli was transrormed l)\ 

amalfiamations and cnllnral conil)iiiations. Siicli ideas 

and liiemes (•iilminated in I iclondii Pliilaiilliropisls 

l'(irli)r (!')')()). In tliis piece. Slionihare recrealed a 

l\|i¡cal |)ailor oí tlu' \ ictorian .Age. w liere alisoInteK 
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N iiikii Slujiiihari'. \ icloriaii l'liildiilhnipisl's l'iiiloiii-. l')')(>-')'7. Uc|i|-í)iliicli()ii l'iirniluic. lirc scici'ii. rar|i( 'l. |ini|is. Aírii-aii l'aliric. 
Oxcrall sizt' \ a i i f s ai'coiíliiiü lo iiislallalioii. 

cver\ lluMi;;. ¡IICIIHIÍIIÜ; ihe wallpapcr. ciii-laiiis. caiix'l, 

cliimiH'N-guai'il aiid l'iiiiiiinrc covers, was (Icsiiiiicd 1)\ llic 

ailisi Msiiit!; lile •AlVican clolli |)allenis. As ¡ii I loír Docx 

a (lili llio svinl)¡()sÍH sccmcd comiilcto; (lie clotlfs 

])iiiil('(l (Icsiiiiis (lid nol llir'calcn lo dissolvp \\w Viclorian 

iaulasN, and ncillicr did llic i)s(eiilali()us Vicioiian iiiisc-

eii-srciic conspiíc (o Iransfonii llic "AlVican pal lenis" 

iiilo more acccssocies oí its owii dccadcncc. Ilowevcr. tliis 

li\'l)i'id is nol nicrcK' llie rcsult ol'a simple uiiion belween 

Iwo enltiii'al eodes. wliecein eacli remains iiitael. Ñor is it 

a |)ro(lu(l oí adaplalion oi-assimilalion. wiiich wonid 

lia\i' coníiiined ihe slmetures and idenlilies ol lile 
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\ iiika Slioiiihiiic. Doitblí' Dnlch. I'>'H. Kiimlsinn. ;HM\ lie on It'xiilch. 
50 |i:iii('ls. .'i2 \ 22 \ -t.-") ciii i'acli |iaiicl. Ovcjall sizc varíes accurdiiig lo inslallalinii. 

or ig inal íonn.s. T l i is I n h r i d . l l i c i i . is nol a n i ix l i i rc of 

()|)|)()silc.s wl i ich (1(1 nol i i i l( ' i i- i i |) l l l ic supposcd | i i i i ¡ l y oc 

aulluMil ici lx of l l ic o l l icr . L ikc all c i i l l i i i cs . B i i l i s l i cn l lurc 

is a cont innal pioccss of i i i l c rac l ion i i i w l i ich inai iy ol ils 

coniponci i ls ai'c icorgai i izcd. (wcliai i í ícd. i i iscr lcd and 

gi 'af lcd so as lo inf lucncc. rcx i lai izc. cocxisl or inl('rf('r(^ 

w i l l i d i f fcrcn l c id in ics . On l l ic o l l ic r hand. as \ inka 

Sl ioniharc confií 'nis. "ha l i k . wl i ic l i is wl ia l "A f f i can ' 

c lo l i i is coni inoi iK cal lcd. o i i i f inalcs in Indonesia ant l is 

prodnccd indns i i ia lK in I lo lhnid and Mancl icsícr for 

cxpor la l ion lo Afi ' ica. \\lici-c il is niadc in lo I rad i l iona l 

(•oslunH>s. r i ic adopl ion of l i l is k ind ol' c lo lh. | )a i ' l icular l \ 

in W csl Afr ican (•()ninr¡(\s. has laNorcd l l ic dcNclopnicnl 

ol local indnsli ' ics wincl i also inanidaclui 'c c lo l l i . In l l i is 

|)i('cc. and in ils in i ían insci ' ipl ion. Sl ion ihaic nol onl\-

(|n('sl¡()ns l l ic prcscMcc ol a |)r('\i()us oi'dcr. I)ul also Inrns 

cu l l i na l aul l ioi ' i lx i ipsidc dow n. Nonclhclcss. cu l ln rc , 

l i istoiN. lanfíiíaíic ai\(l t iad i l ions are larcU dcslrovcd: 
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.!() | i : i i ic ls . 3 0 x 3 0 i-iii cncl i piíiK'l. 

O v c r n l l hizc \ a r i i ' - . a cc i j r d i i i u m iii>lanMi¡(iii. 

¡iislcad lli('\' are íii'adiiiilK' takcii aparl and (iiicslioncd. 

i'(>\i.s('d. |-('\\r¡llcii and rcdhcclcd. As (laxalri S|)i\ak lias 

|)()¡nl('d oin: • In posl-cdlonialisni. cxcrv nicli'()|>i)l¡lan 

ddinil ion has Ix'cn casi asidc. Tlic líciKM'al Ircnd oí liic 

posl-colonial era ¡s ilic rcw riliiiii and icdircciins; di 

liislorx' . In siicli a \ \a\ dial idcnihx ¡s IOIIIKMI in 

niovcnuMil. on ihc uo. iii llic uaps hciwccn llic 

dis|)lac('iiiciil ofall llic 'liislorics' oí wiiicli il ¡s foi-iiH'd; 

•'al lile inislahlc poiiil wlicic siil)i('cl¡\ ll\ s 'nnsix'akalilc 

histories niccl ihc iianalixcs (iC liisloiA'. orcnll i iro" 

(Siiiari Hall). And. as Shonihaic s woik ilhisiralcs. 

¡(Iciililx is a proccss: nol ol lifcoininu' soniclhing wilhin 

thc su|)|H)scd aiidicnlicilN' (il ciihnial lorins. hnl ol 

conslanl moxcincnl. likc tlic cfh'Cl ol w hal Olii Ounihc 

doscrihcd as "ilic csscnlial iiianlhcnlicin of rcaliiN . 
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