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IXTEEl YEAR OF ARTISr LIFE

MOROCCO, SPAIN, A},'J) THE CANARY ISLANDS.

CHA.PTER l.

Farewell to Bngland-Trip to Gibraltar and Cadíz Proposed­
The ., Royal Tar" in Deshabille -An A.cco=odating
te'aro - The .Artist at -An Atelier on hipboard­

The ultan oí .llorocco uppli me with a fodel-Change oí
find-I !Ye to Make Acquaintance with the :1(oors-A.

Peep at Gibraltar-The ilent City-Tangier from the Sea­
Pro~ 'onalRivaIry-1Vhen Jew.fee Jew-I am Plumped
Down in orocco.

A VAGABO.:D from a baby, l left England at
eighteen. l wa perfectly independent, having
neither master nor money. Ay peneil was both to
me, being at the same time my strength, my

tOLo J. B
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2 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTI T'S LIFE IN

comfort, and my intense delight. The month of
November had come round, with its fogs, its colds,
its white roads, its tarni hed bricks, and its blue
noses; and a nothing was to be done anywhere in
the light of day, the imagination found pleasure in
dwelling on the sunny places for which the Royal
Tal' was bound. 1 had seen its advertisement.
Spain and Gibraltar were two of the temptations
held out to those who were anxious to exchange
the gloom of England, in the early winter months,
for the light and sunshine of the lands wllshed by
the Mediterranean. With such inducements to
stir him up, with such prospects before him, who
would not be a vagabond in :Tovember ?

:My resolution wa quickly taken, and 1 lost
no time in engaging a berth on board the Royal
Tar. When 1 went on board, tbe decks were an
wasbed; at any rate, tbey were still wet. Tbe
cabin was full of fog, and appeared cbeerless and
deserted, tbe servants and officers of tbe sbip
being aH asbore, engaged doubtle s in their own
concerns, and making tbe most of tbeir la t night
in England with tbeir several friends and ac­
quaintances. 1 was as yet the only solitary pas­
senger in tbe sbip, having come on board before
tbe usual time. How sball 1 describe the op­
pre sion of that evening? Even now, after the
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!üROCCO, PAH, ~'D THE A1TARY 1 wrn~. 3

lap~e of a conjderable period, 1 can still realize
the melancholy loneline: of my po ition at the
time. 1 have already ~aid, the den e fog had
penetrated into the cabin, and hlmg gloomily
round a ílagging larnp, which had been lighted ll.

week before and now only served to make dark·
ne vi ible. Everything wa out oí place, and
stowed away for sorne nece: ary crubbing, pre­
viou to the departure of the ve el. 1 wa~ not
able to re i t the melancholy iniluence oí the
cene oí di order and gloom on which rny eye

rested;- o different from the bright vi ions which
faney had been painting in ueh vivid colour
during the pa t few day~. The reaetion after the
feveri.:h exciternent con, equent on the re olution 1
had taken, arrd on the preparation neee',ury to carry
it iuto cffect, carne upon me like a udden chill,
and the pirit that had buoyed me up fell at once
to zero. Perplexed and di~appointed, 1 threw
my~elf upon a bed, and, like a petted child, fairly
wept rny elf to leep.

" 1 n't you going to get up to breakfa t, mi s? "
said cockney voice.

"I'm oaking wet," 1 r plied; "can't 1 go
omewhere el e?"

" :ro, mi.:~, you can't," ~aid the voice; "and
you'd better make yourself easy as you i ; there

B 2
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4 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

is many that would be glad of sich a place, and
even to give a few pounds extra, and make frlends
of the stewardess for hern."

The sun and the sea were now fairly in my
berth, and we were tossing about in the British
Channel. The cabin, so deserted before, now pre­
sented all the usual indications of that bustle and
confusion which are unavoidable at the commence­
ment of a long journey by sea. There was
scarcely room either to sit 01' stand, for every inch
of space that could be turned to accolmt was
occupied, and t!unks, bundles, dogs, bird-cages,
and children were huddled together in one mass of
apparently inextricable confusion. But, with care
und putience, it was not long before everything
found its proper place. The trunks were stowed
away; the bundles were hidden out of sight; the
birdcages were hung up, 01' otherwise disposed of;
the dogs soon, made themselves at home, and went
roaming about the sLip; the children rushed on
deck, screaming with delight, and were not long
before they had formed many new acquaintances.
In a word, the celerity with which chaos was
reduced to order was one of those marvels that
often perplex landsmen on board a ship, the secret
of which still remains to be discovered.

Being now fairly launched on onr voyage, tbings
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MOROCCO, PÁ~, Á.'D THE c.c .A.RY ISL.A.XDS. 5

went on, 1 dare ay, much after the fashion of most
trips of the kind. Everything, however, was so
fre h and novel to me, and my imagination so dis­
po ed to paint every object in it faire t hues, that
1 hou1d doubtle s have been indignant with the
person who had said so at the time. But so it
ever i. There is perhaps no perlod in which
Fanoy i more busy, adorning the visions of hope
in it riche t and most varied colours, than when
proceeding to visit those lands-particularly those
southern lands-which are associated with so much
that is grand in history and romantic in l:itory. 1
was futiy conscious of it infiuence. Everything
was an incident, and the mo t trifling events were
invested with more than their ordinary degree of
intere t. The porpoises appeared to leap higher,
the stars to shine brlghter, the phosphorescent
1ight to be more brilliant, the pas engers to be
more agreeable, and even those ea odours (for
everything mu t have it foil) not to be quite so
abominable and repulsive. Ah! at that moment
the future was bright as the dawn of day,

For life ítself was new,
And the heart promísed what the faney drew.

Among the pa sengers on board, my attention
was particuJarly attracted to one individual who, in
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6 .. 1. fEE. YEARS OF A.· ARTI T' LIFE I.

the narrow world oí the ship was, more 01' Ie~s, the
"ob erved oí aH ob.:ervers." His fine figure,
Ioori -h feature~, and fiowin rr dre~s singIed him

out from hi~ fcllow-traveller", in a scene where
everything w< ~ e 'entially and unmHak bIy
Engli::h. .A an arti t my firt impul'e wa to
add hi- impo ing figure to tbe number oí my
ketches from life; and a ~oon u he wa informed

of my desire, he politely con ented to grant me a
itting. It was indeed a bright idea for ull parties,

for we were ju t entering the Bay of Bi cay, and a
it happened at the time to be a caIm as Lake
Como, it did not promise much to intere~t 01'

amuse those who were ano ious to witne~' it in
ome of its grander and more restIe moment.

Every pa "enger who couId Ieave his bed feIt ome
intere't in the propo ed sketch; and aH were earrer
in the offer of their ervices to rig up < n atelier.

When the c ptuin shortly ufter carne on deck,
with hi - h nd in his pocket.:, hi - pipe in hi' mouth,
and hi face hinin rr like a inter apple, he w
rather u~toni-hed at the unc. pected evidence oí
oul' uddenly awukened zeal and activity on which
his eyes re ted, and he wa' at a lo to conceive
what use we intended to rnake oí the rope-,
pieces of wood, and other odd and end we had
borrowed fr rn one or other on board. When he
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onocco, sp.u", A.m THE e l'ARY 1 LA TDS. 7

wa informed of our de ign, he testified bis ap­
proval of it by at once givinCJ' me acce sto, and
free u e of, an infinitely better provided atelier
than any that the most lrilful even of u could have
hoped to con~ truct with uch materials as we had
been able to collect. To the inten e disgust of the
stewar<1e~ , he at once unlocked and u hered u
into the tate cabin, a paciou and richly fur­
ni hed apartment, with luxurious ottoman,
dazzling mirrors, the softest velvet, and finery of
every desc1'iption, the whole, in its solitary
grandeur, contrasting so strongly with the compa­
rative plainne s of the othe1' parts of the ship,
which wa crowded to uffocation.

Our model, with hi~ flowing robe', on being
~hown in, ~eemed a highly plea ed as any of the
party, and the tate cabin immediately became
the centre of attraction to aIl in the ship. The
general curiojty extended even to the steer,man
nt bis important po t, and the attention of that
functionary was not o entirely ab o1'bed by the
care requi ite in the direction of the ve sel, but
that he ventured occasionaIIy to look down upon
u and to watch our proceeding" Our Moori h
friend, however, no way aba hed by the atten·
tion and curiosity of which he was the object, sat
down with the composure and seIf-pos e'sion peculiar

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



IXTEE.' YEAR~ OF A: ARTLT' LIFE L'

to his race, and with a due sense of .the dignity
that pertained to hi' office, for he had been to Eng­
land on a special mi ion, entru ted with a pre en t
of Barb hor'e ,rich tuff:', &c., from Hi hereefian
Highne the ultan of foro ceo, Protector of the
Faithful, to the ultana of England. He wa a
very animated itter, and a the sketch progre -ed,
he related many wonderful narratives of hi raee
and country. ...Iy own curio ity was so strongly
excited by aIl he told us, that before the ~ketch

was finished, 1 had determined to extend my trip,
and to make Cadiz and Gibraltar stepping- tone
only to the romantic shore of Western Barbary.

Having at length arrived at Gibraltar, a locality
now so wen known that any de cription would be
superfiuous, we tarted for the oppo ite coast by
the little courrí r boat which plie between the two
shore , with de. patche for ller ... faje ty's Govern­
ment in England, and with upplies for Her
faje ty' troop' at Gibraltar. The time from

leavinO' Gibralt 1', with it IIighland regiment' and
bri'tlinO' cannon, it Bri i h hip and Enrrli-h
ailor-, with it chandler' tores kept by Brown

and John 'on, and it magazins of French millinery,
and, in addition to the-e, it Engli h prejudiee~

go "ip, candal, bustle, and life-the time, we ay,
from leaving uIl the.::e and arriving at Tangier, the
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,IOROCCO, PAI., A,"D TnE A."ARY 1 LA_·D~. 9

ilent City, Protected of the Lord, is o short that
one i hardly prepared for a cene o entirely new
in aIl ita aspect. A. new world is literaIly dis­
clo ed to the traveIler, and a the trange pictures
of alife which is as yet so foreign to aIl his sym­
pathie pa before him, new and vivid sen ations
are awakened, and the circle of hi~ experience i
greatly enlarged.

Tangier, from the sea, look like a City of the
Dead, a vast cemetery, a Ken al Green laid bare
on the slope of a hill. The house are square

white blocks, withont windows 01' chimneys, 01'

anything to break the monotony of the fonr sides.
Here and there, the eye re t upon amosque, or
upon ome fragments of fortification, ve tiges of
what, in the time of our Charles n., counted
among the foreign po se ion of the English

crown. We had soon an opportunity of witnes ­
ing ome of the more triking cene which greet
the vi itor on hi approach to thi strange land.
A~ we drew near to the hore, a quabble and
fight took place between two vacrabond J ews, who,
in the rivalry of their profe ion, had plunged into
the water to carry me a hore. In their zeal to
ecure the prize of which they were emulous, each

one for him elf, the two sons of Abraham quar·
relled, and lost no time in proceeding to a liberal
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10 SIXTEEN YEAR OF A. ARTI r's LIFE IN

interchange of blows and scratches. But tLis was
not all. The hands were not their only weapons
of offence. Another unruly member was called
in to ndd its zest to the bitterness of the fray,
and the nchievements of the tongue afforded by
faI' the greatest amu ement to the stranger who
was the object of this pretty quarrel, which
seemed to have been got up for the express pUl'­
pose of giving her an insight into one of the
varieties of low life in Morocco. Oh! the eloquence
of their mutual abuse, as the two poured out, from
the abundance of the beart, cnr es on tbeir re pectiye
great·grandfathers. .... T 01' was 1 allowed to e cape
without my share of what they were so liberally be­
stowing upon each otber. As 1 could not be divided
between the two rivals, as one mu t win me and for
the time wear me, the rejected suitor for the honour
of carrying me ashore, gave vent to his disappoint­
ment in a volley of curses against me and my progeni­
tors, ""hile 1 wa carried to the beach in the arms
of his triumphant rival. But, alas, for the reputa­
tiún of Jewish O"allantry, how did the fellow treat
me as soon as he had di 'cbarged the duty for wh'ich
he considered himself engaged? Before 1 was
aware of what he was about to do, 01' could anticí­
pate the fate reserved for me, he plumped me down
on my hands and face in the sand; and after thus
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WROCCO, PAL", JUTD THE e "ARY 1 LÁ."D... 11

pIea antIy introducing me to the .l.foorí~h territory,
he heId out hi~ hand and patiently waited for hi
" gratification."

The primitive a pect of everythin rr Mound took
me quite by urpri'e, and 1 recalled succe~ ively
cene from the ~.trahian .1.~i rrht and from the Bible.

Indeed, it eemed to me that 1 had gone back two
thou and years, that 1 wa in a country where
civilization had tagnated for age pa~t, where com­
mercial intercoure had leit no ~tamp on the fea­
ture' of ~oeiety, and where no innovations from
Europe had yet ero ed the traits of Gibraltar to
uper~ede those old manners and eu toms by which

Iife in ea.::tern eountrie i ~o trongly contra ted
with that of more we~tern land.::. Indeed, we mu~t

go back to the timeg ofaxon heathendom before
we can find a paralIel in our annal to the tate of
thing~ exi ting at the pre:ent day on the hores of
Barbary. AIthough enjoying eon~tant cornmunica­
tion with foreigner, and only cirrht Ieagues from
Europe, the people of Tangiel retain the ame
prejudice , the ~ame aver ion to mental advance­
ment, ' . have ever eharacteri ed them for ages past,
and they ~till eontinue to a t upon their old creed,
., 1Yhat wa good for our fathers is good for m."

I
i
i
I
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12 ~IXTEE YEAR OF A.. ARTI T' LIFE IN

CHAPTER n.

What Ú! Good for our Fatherg Ú! Good for t'"s-How the True
Believer geta to Hea.ven-EJegant Figures and Female Curi­
osity-How the Nazarene Woman ufferg for her Faith-The

ultan's Captain of Tangier-A l\fotley Crowd, and Life in
the treets-Her Britannic 1fajesty's Diplomatic Agent-The
Call to Prayer-.Tew and Christian near the Mosque-The
foorish Merchant and his Wares-Travellers sea trange

Things-A Patent for uperseding p, Water, and Towel
-A .Tewish Bride, and Entertainment in Honour of the
Betrothed.-A Discordant Concerl-How they Pay the Piper
-A ~Ioorish Dance.

WHE..- 1 got up from the sund, on which 1 had been
so unceremoniou ly plumped down, 1 found myself
urrounded by a motley audience, a pos~e of lusty

Riffian. Their look were fierce, and their heads
completely huyen, with the exception of the long
plaited tail of hair which hung down over the
shoulder, and which, as they devoutly believe,
erve for the Good Angel to take them to heaven

I
.!!

i
!
o
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MOROCCO, PAL'; A."D THE CAl"ARY 1 L~·D. 13

by. Their dark skiDS cODtra ted brilliaDtly with
their white haikhs.

What appeared great balls of dirty clothe DOW
carne tumbling about me, and had it DOt beeD for
the red lippers which terminated the ma ,1 should
never have imagined the po ibility of their being
human creature. The fu t idea suggested to my
mind was that, on being di encumbered of the gar­
meDts iD which they were inve'ted, the objects
within mu t be di c10sed iD the form of porpoises,
barreIs of flesh, or any hideous thing, difficult to
recognise as really women. uch, however, they
were, for out of each bUDdle peered an eye upon
me, twinkling with aH the curio ity with which the
sex iD every laDd is charged. While gazing with
wonder aDd humiliation at the e monsters-at these
women, if 1 must call them so-l uddeDly felt

something wet upon my face. 1 had undergone
one of those acts of humiliation to which these
people think it proper to ubject those of the
Chri tian faith. On looking up, 1 met the grin of
a hiny, frizzly black lave, her mouth, which wa
on the full stretch, di cIo ing a matchless et of
teeth. .My appearaDce wa too much for her. ".A.
Tazarene woman, covered with little rags," she
aid. .lTor wa he altogether wrong in her descrip­

tion, for my love, collar, hat, shoes, stocking,
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14 1 TEEN YEARS OF AN ARTI T' LIFE L

ribbons, &C., were certainly alllittle rags compared
with the one great garment that covers the loori·h
women, or the seanty cIoth that served in her
almost nude state.

.A.. very grand colossal figure now greeted me in
a few words of English, which did not appear to
have any particular bearing upon the surrounding
circumstances. llis fair faee, freckled and SUll­

burnt, and 11is soft blue e}'cs, might have been sup­
posed to indicate nn individual of European origin,
were it not for the turban that he wore. His pon­
derou body was enveloped in a gorgeou , many­
eoloured dre~s of carlet, greeo, and gold, showing
beautifulIy tbrough a cream·co10ured semi-trans­
parent lwikh, wbich was carefully arranged so as to
display, rather than conceal, the splendid dre s
beneath. This magnifieently-dressed Moor wa
Hadj Mohammed Balga, and the office which he
held was that of Captain of the Sultan's port of
Tangier.

But the crowd now began to thicken, and 1 was
eompletely hemmed in by turbaned Moors, bearded
J ews, c1amorous dogs, patient donkeys, and stately
came1s. 1 was perfectly at a 10ss a to the means
by whieh 1 should succeed in escaping from the
importunate curiosity of the motley crowd by
which 1 was surrounded. Fortunate1y, at thi

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



lOROCCO, PAt.', A."D THE ~'ARY I U.'D. 15

juncture, 1 had the pleavure of meeting Her
Britannic Iajesty's diplomatic agent, who, having
come to Tangier on a vi it to hi family, had ha ­
tened down to escon me to hi hou e. But 1 wa
not yet to be permitted to e'cape from the curious
throng who pre ed upon our step~. Their num­
ber rather increased than diminished as we pro­
ceerled on our way, and their wonder seemed rather
to grow tban to be satiated by tbe food witb wbicb
tbey fed tbeir eyes. It was consequentIy witb con-
iderable difficulty that we made our way through

tbe narrow streets, 01', as 1 imagined them at the
time to be, back lane~, for being as yet
a perfect stranger to tbe peculiar features of
foorisb town, 1 tbougbt tbat dr. D. H.,

In order to escape our persevering tor­
mentor~, was taking me by a sbon cut to bis

re idence. 1 was not yet accu tomed to tbe narrow
lanes and monotonous white wall that inter~ect all
Mohammedan towns; be ide , 1 was bewildered by
the novelty of the pectacle that met my eye in
whatever direction 1 turned tbero. With the eye
of an arti t, 1 singled out tbe beautifLtl little foun­
tain ending forth their refresbin rr stream of
sparkling water, and the elegant little alcoves
whicb aft'orded so welcome a sbelter from the
oppressive heat of the noonday StID. 1 cannot ay,
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16 SIlTEEN YtARS OF AN ARTI r's LIFE 1

however, that my ear was agreeably impres ed with
the sound of the language, its harsh and guttural
pronunciation being anything but musical.

At this moment, my attention, ever on the alert,
was attracted by a trange sound that carne swelling
on the airo As it seemed to proceed from aboye,
the knowledge I had preYiousIy acquired by con·
versation and reading enabled me at once to appre­
hend what it was. N01' was I mistaken in my con­
jecture. It was the Mueddin, the we11-known
Moharnmedan call to prayer. How solernnIy it
sounded from the minarets of the mosques a11 over
the city, summoning the faithful to their devotions,
and proclairning in the ears of all men the unity of
God, and that Mohammed is his prophet! In all
Mohammedan cOlIDtries, this sacred ca11, which no
one can listen to without some degree of emotion,
supersedes the use of tbe bells by which the Christian
world is invited to the house of prayer, and which
are an abomination to the true believer. The
moment the Mueddin is heard, every Moor, far and
near, wherever he may happen to be when the
sound first strikes his ear, 01' however engaged at
the time, throws hirnself prostrate on the ground, it
may be in his charnber, in his shop, in the bazaar,
in the street, 01' on the housetop; it may be when
alone, 01' when engaged in conversatioll with his
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OROCCO, SPA.L', .oC D THE C..u ARY 1 LL'ms. 17

friends and famiIy; it mattel's nat how 01' whel'e
engaged, at the salemn summons evel'Y face is
in tantaneously turned to the ea t, the head lS

bowed to the du t, :md the incense of prayer is
o1fered to the one God.

At the corner of one of the mo que , was a pOOl'
haIf-naked maniae, 01' " anto," shrieking mo t
dolefully for his wife, who, 1 wa informed, had
died ame year previously of eholera. On'eeing
us approach, the pOOl' ereature ran away and bid
himseIf from our sight, again giving utterance to
bis hideous howl. Often has my re t been disturbed

by his insune raving, and 1 have tarted up in the
dead of night, awakened by hi meIancholy wailing
ery, "lana see! ah, Yana ee!"

1 had already become acquainted with much that
w 'novel and peculiar in the eustom of ~Ioham­

medan eountries, and tbat even before 1 had reaehed
the hou,e beneath wbo e bo'pitable roof 1 was to
find re,t after the fatigue' of my long voyage.

O different, indeed, is everything that urrounds
the tranger from all the modes of life to which he
h previously been aeeu tomed in England, 01' in
any part of Europe, even in tho e l'egions which
are neare t to the coa t of Barbary, that it only
requirc one to open his eye and to be ol'dinari1y

ob ervant, to acquire mueh interesting knowledge,

~~L e
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18 SlXTEEN YEARS OF .AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

and much agreeable food for future reflection. 1
was yet to learn more before 1 could be said to
have fuirly terminated my journey.

As we passed the mosque, 1 observed that the
J ewish porters who were carrying my luggage put it
aH down in the road as soon as they carne near its
sacred precincts, and proceeded to take off their slip­
pers, this being one of the indignities to which they
are subjected on every occasion when the path they
are pursuing brings them near a Moorish temple.
Although the door of the sacred edifice was open,
my companion counseHed me not to stop before it,
or exhibit any outward signs of my very natural
curiosity, as the Moors were more than usualIy
jealous of any observation on the part of the Chris­
tians, and were unnecessarily prompt in taking
offence if they thought their proceedings were too
narrowly watched. Indeed,. it appears that they
are altogether more exclusive than their brethren in
any part of the east, and under the influence of
their nnrrow-minded bigotry will not suffer any
Christian to enter their mosques, the slightest in­
fraction of their will in this respect being punished
with the severe t penalties.

1 obtained a glimpse, however, as 1 pas ed, of
the large court, or body, of the building, and
observed that it shone brilliantly with the many-
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110ROCCO, SPA.IN, A. D THE CANARY Isr..ums. 19

coloured mosaics of the glazed and painted tile
with which it was paved. In the midst was a
fountain ut which sorne doors were performing
their ablutions, while others were squatted about,
bowing their heads to the H Holy eaaba."

But in Morocco, if the sight i entranced with
ever recurring novelties and with much that is
dazzling and beautiful, the other senses are como
pelled, in obedience apparently to the law of com­
pensation, to endure much that is o1fensive beyond
all expression, for while the ear is frequently
startled by the most hideous and appalling sounds,
the sen e of smelI is overwhelmed by indescribably
abominable odours, that certuinly do not come from
Araby the Blest. But use, we all know, is. second
nature, and the inhabitants have not only learnt to
endure them with patience, but would probably

lament their absence, if by any extraordinary inter­
ruption to the usual cour~e of things their olfactory
neITes were deprived of their usual stimulant at
the sea~onable time. Even Europeans must learn
to endure what cannot be cured, and if they can
never become reconciled to the e odours, nor, like
the native , associate them with their reminiscences
of the past, they at least learn, in the language of

the poet, to "suffer and be stil!."
But to return from this digression. Wheo prayer

c2

..
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20 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTISr'S LIFE IN

is over, the :Moor resumes his usual occupation; he
unlocks his box in the wall-for such is his shop­
and jumps in among his merchandize, sits cross­
legged iu the midst of the articles in which he deals,
offers them for sale, and endeavours to attract custo­
mers. His stock cannot be described, in honest truth,
as very tempting in its nature. It probably consists
of heaps of musty raisins, coarse sugar plentifulIy
mingled with fl.ies, stale leathery figs, snuff, and
several other odds and ends, mixed up together
without any attempt at regularity 01' order. There
are probably also severallarge jars of rancid butter,
the presence of which is announced by the odour
with which it greets the approaching passenger, even
before he has come within sight of the shop. But
the article is popular, notwithstanding, 01' perhaps
because of, its staleness, and bears many visible
signs of the estimation in which it is held, and the
demand which it has excited, in the numerous
mould-like marks of the merchant's fingers inter­
secting it in aH directions, and duly increasing as
his patrons become more numerous.

It is an old saying, that travellers see strange
things, and those that only open their eyes may wit­
ness not only many novelties, but also the novel uses
to which familiar things may be applied. A carroty
cat, for -example, sits at the merchant's ·side, and

lO
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OROCCO, PAlo· AND THE CA. ARY ISLA ms. 21

appears to be in the enjoyment of that state of
perfectly atisfied repose which can neither be
called sleeping nor waking, and which individual
of the feline tribe appear to appreciate so mucho
This cat an wers the purpo e of soap, water, and
towel to the Aoor, who carefulIy wipes his hands
on her back between each dispensation of butter
to hi waiting customers. He i not quite so suc­
ces fuI in a labonr which he undertakes himself,
that, namely, of endeavouring, with a wand which
he waves about incessantly, to keep off the fIies
that are fascinated in countle s numbers by the
sweets of which he disposes. ome dead rats may
al o be lying about; and probably sorne other
animals, in the la t stage of exi tence, too weak
even to make their way acro the street, may be
drawing their last breath in the e tablishment over
which he preside .

But there are now fre h object in the street,
to which our observation must in due cour e be
turned. A drove of cameIs, under the care
of a half naked Arab driver, is approaching in one
direction, sniffing the air, a they come on, with a
olemn mixture of patient stupidity and apparent

pride, and gracefulIy arching their long necks over
you as they proceed on their way. Disentangling
yourself with sorne difficuIty from them, you find
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22 SUTEE YEAR OF AN ARTI T'S LIFE IN

yourself in an instant in another predicament, for
a sudden roaring noise a sails your ears, warning
you to move on, and before you can step a ide, you
are nearly run down by two turbaned porter
carrying a crushing load which is supported
between them on a Ion cr poleo

Iy attention wa next attracted to a procession
which happened, fortunately, while 1 had an op­
portunity of seeing it, to be coming along the
narrow street; and 1 heard the sbrill, tremulous
yelling with which the Hebrew women conduct a
bride to the hou e of her betrothed. The latter
appeared to be as rigid as a corpse, a, amid the
c1ashing of cymLal and tbe sbouts of her friends,
be was borne along to her destination. In con­

formity with the requirements of her religion, her
eye were clo ed, and her faee was o higbly
painted with white and scarlet as entirely to out­
rage tbe modesty of nature. o utterly inanimate
and motion1ess did sbe l'emain during her progre~s

through tbe crowd that be might have been
readily taken for one of the pani h painted wooden
figure of )fontañe. Otherwi e, he was one mas
of e."pen-ive glitter nnd di play. Her eye , too,
although shut, appeared unnaturalIy large and di ­
tended, from the custom of staining them eopiously
with al cohol. Her hair was hidden by a magnificent
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tiara of pearls and emeralds, and by a rich and
many-coloured ilk handkerchief. Large hoops
of gold, adorned with precious wtones, formed a
very remarkable ornament for the ear, although
they can scarcely be denominated ear-ring~, for
they are larger than bracelets, being about su
inches in diameter, and a thick as the little finger.
'Ihe c, partially supported by fine gold chains
attached to the head-dres , are pas ed through the
:Be hy part of the ear, leaving only a thin shred of
:Besh round the gold. .A star of jewels, in front of
each, is so disposed as to appear in all its lustre on
the side next to the faee. From her neek is sus­
pended a profusion of antique chains and pendants
of pearl und emeralds, of extraordinary size, but
roughly cut and poli hedo The bodice she wear
is eomposed of cloth of gold, gorgeou in appear­
anee, and di po ed about her person in what we
should term a voluptuou ly loo~e manner, the skirt
appended to it being of, brilliant earlet cloth,
richly braided with gold. Her naked ankle were
weighed down by ponderons and rouO'hly cha ed
anklet:, and a clum y pair of O'old embroidered
scarlet lippers, of orocco leather, covered the
fore part of her feet.

Such is a faithful picture of this automaton
beauty, and of her rich, but not very graceful,
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toilet, as amid the Iurid blnze of the torche , and
the frantic yells and houts of the rabble collected
about her, he wa conyeyed to the habitation of
her future hu"bando We followed her to the door ;
and having then taken a la t look of thi' half­
animated bride, we turned aside toward a neigh­
bouring hou e, in whicb we expected to have the
pIea ure of seeing the pretty wife of tbe Hebrew

interpreter to the Briti h Mi sion.
The house was very unostentatious, eyen mean,

in appearance, at least on the outside; and on hi
first entrance the visitor is met by a dead walI, so
managed in an ~ Ioorish and Jewish hou es as most
effectually to prevent the pas ers by from gratifying
their curiosity by gazing into the Patio, 01' central
court, which is the usual rendezvou of the family
circ1e. But in proportion to the plain and un·
attractive appearance of the e hou es on the ex­
terior, are they rich and co tIy within. The Jew
in doroceo may not choo e to exhibit the full
extent of his riche ::md po e -ion to the ubject
of the Protector of the Faithful, for the con e­
quence might be that, uule ~ he enjoyed the pro­

tection of sorne very powerful patron, he would
have to pay dear for his inconsiderate ostentation.
The Patio of the hou e to which we were now in­
troduced, was beautifulIy paved with glazed tile ,

!
I

I
!
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MOROCCO, PAlo', AND THE CA. ARY 1 LA..'WS. 25

in a manner imilar to that of which 1 had ob·
tained a ha ty glimpse in the 10 que. The
pattern in which the tiles were disposed were
beautiful, varied, and ricbly coloured, and their
peculiar glaze gave an air of agreeable fre hne~s

and cleanline to this central court. The stairs
and walls were all of the ame fosaic; and any
one who has once vi ited Pompeii would be struck
with the ~imilarity of the foorish buildings to
tho~e of that ancient city. All round the Patio

was a light and graceful colonnade, supported
by slender pillars and exquisitely proportioned

arches of a horse-shoe formo The whole had a very
fairy-like appearance, and bore a most striking
re emblance to some mall and isolated portion of
the .A.1hambra of the aliphat in Granada.

Preparations were now in the cour e of being
made for an entertainment in honour of the ap­
proaching marriage; and the e appeared to be
on a pretty extensive scale; for a the bride was a
relation of the family, tbey were naturally anxiou
to celebrate the occasion in a becoming style. .A.n
ample feast, conj ting of tea, weetmeat~, wine,
Ro olio, chicken, fisb, and porter, was accordingly
laid out for the vi itors, and, on their arrival at the

proper time, had all due honour done to it. Some
professional musicians had al o been engaged for the

%
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26 SI. TEE. YEAR OF A ARTI T' LIFE l.

amu ement of the marriage guests. Their orche tra
consisted of an abominable violin-on which one of
them scratched away with commendable per~ever·

ance-a tambourine, which another enthu ia tica11y
thumped and rattled, and other rude in trument"
which were di tributed among the remainder of
this band of musical arti Lo The concert miS

certainlya varied as the rivalry of many di cor­
dant ounds conId make it; and as there wa no
cessation in the succes ion of the e sweet sound,
some one striking in with a nasal song at every
pause of the instrumentaIi ·ts, the noise was in­
ce sant, and 1 couId only conclude that they had
entered into it for the night.

After the refre hment , there was aIso a display of
the Terpsichorean art a practised in tbi c1ime,
which, if not very plea ing to the beholder, wa at
lea t interesting to me in con equence of it novelty.
The performer wa a young Jewe , who was
pu hed into the middle of the room by her friend }
to a11 appearance not without 'ome reIuctance, a
ít was only after a con iderable amount of blu h­
ing, resi tance, and truggling, tbat she couId be
induced to belYin. And when at la t she did
throw off her bashfulne s, whether real or a umed,
of what an extraordinary spectacle was 1 compelled
to be a spectator; such a one as certainly 1 had
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IOROCCO, SPAIN, AND THE C.ANARY ISLANDS. 27

never before been favoured with an opportunity of
witnes ing. The succes ive movements in which
the young lady made an exhibition of her skill
could scarcely be described a dancing in the
ordinary en e of the word. T ever moving out of
a. space of not more than half a yard square, he
kept up a wrigglin lT motion of the hips, and with
her eye all the time directed to the ground,
inees antly waved about a silk handkerchief, which
she heId fa t in both her hands. Another cir­
cumstance that struck me a very peculiar was
that the vi itors and others who were thronging

around, and who gazed with admiration on the
dancer, in order to shew how much they appre­
ciated what they probabIy regarded as the grace
and elegance of her movement, continually ad­
vanced towards her and touched her forehead
with small silver coins. Then, in order to stimu­
late and maintain the energy of the flagging mu-i­
cian , they threw these coins down on the ground,
and they were then con idered the perqui-ites oí
tho e who contributed so materially to the
pIea ure of o joyful an occa ion. It being
clearly, therefore, of the greatest importance to the
musician that the energy of the dancer should not
be allowed to flag, they continued to scratch and
rattle and thump away with increa ing enthusiasm,
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crellting a din such as no words of mine can ade­
quately describe, but which, under the influence of
the highly colouring power of imagination, they
fondly fiattered thero elve was roo t exquisite
roUSlC.
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CHAPTER nI.

Theories oí Beauty-Síze, the Meaaure oí Female Loveliness-The
Servant oí ServanÚl-Jew8 and Jewesses-How Dark Eyes
are made Darker-Freedom oí Action oí the Moorish Women
-'Tbatsortof animalia a Nazarene Woman?-I take Tea
with a Lady-A Moorish Household-Legitimate hoots and

upertluous Offshoots-Saraceníc Decorations-The Secreta of
the Toilet.

WHE. the dance was ended, the lady of the hou e
wa formally presented to her gue ts. he had con­
siderable pretensions to beauty, her face, in particu­
lar, being what 1 can only de cribe in adequate term
as magnificently hand ome. But although my
attention was particularIyattracted to the human
countenance divine, its form, it features, and
expre5 ion, 1 wa 500n able to discover that the
native of tbis sunny c1ime have a much more
ample standard of beauty than any by which the
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30 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'g LIFE IN

taste, the judgment, and the senses ofEuropeans are
directed; and 1 also found that the lady who presided
ovar the establishment in which we were now fa­
voured with the spectacle of so much that was new,
instructive, and amusing, and to whom we had
been properly introduced, afforded in her own
person a most adequate exemplification of what
true beauty, as it appears to the eyes of the en­
lightened inhabitants of Morocco and of other
lands which are under the infiuence of Eastern
habits of thought and feeling, really is. What,
then, was that standard of taste, as regards beauty,
by which we were to be enabled to appreciate the
surpassing loveliness of our hostess? Was it
Platonic 01' Aristotelic? Was it Jeffreyan 01'

Ruskinian ? Was it material 01' ideal? Did it
trace the line of beauty in regular features, 01' did
it look for the soul that mantles in the expressive
faee, the eloquence that speaks in the intelligent
eye? Oh, no, ye philosophers, and poets, and
artists of the West, aIl these are merely faneiful
theories, which have no foundation in faet, whieh
are DOt aecordant with that great standard, the
nature of things. Learn, then, from the shore' of
Northern Afrien. what genuine beauty is, and
henceforth bestow your admiration only where it is
due. Beauty, then, i size, magnitude, amplitude

J
~

"

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



OROceo, SPALT, A.ND THE CA.....URY ISLA. TDS. 31

-let me not mince matter ,but ay the word at
once, exce ive fatnes. The lady whom, being
now enliO'btened, we looked upon a' the yery beau
ideal of ~foori h beauty, wa perfectIy ungainly in
appearance, and of the mo t unwieldy proportion ;
but the e were the qualitie that made her the
Cynosure of all eyes, the points of attraction which
rendered her irresistible, and which excited tender
feelings in the heart of her admirers. The gentle
lover's admiration, in .Morocco, inereases with
tbe ize of his mistress, and his devotion beeomes
unlimited along with her proportions. Benighted
European appear to haye ome anticipation of the
truth when they occa ionally peak of a young
lady who is not quite Sylph-like in form a making
a good armful. The perfect Moori h tandard of
female beauty is considered to be attained when
a woman is a load for a camel. Our Hebrew
Venus had certainly reached tbat standard, for her
arm hung down with fat, and her fingers, which
were loaded with ring, , had swollen over tbem,
so that if not quite a. load for two camel, ~he was
a~ uredly more than enouO'h for one.

The Jew in. forocco exhibit all the traces of the
melancholy condition to which tbey are reduced;
and oppres ion has left it visible stamp on their

countenance and in their character. Being mled
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32 SIXTEEN YEAR OF A ARTI T'S LIFE IN

with a rod of iron by the faithful followers of the
prophet, they are ob equious and cringing in their
conduct and demeanour towards tho e whom they
regard a their ma ter. Indispensable a the Jew
is to the state, and valuable as the services which
he can often render undoubtedly are, no inju tice i
con idered too great if it object be one of that
humbled and submis'ive race. The ervant of er­
vant must ubmit to continued degradation, and
endure all the afllictions of his unhappy lot, even
the mo t undeserved, without repining. If there
were no other cause to keep the Jews distinct and
separate as a people from the nations among whom
they dwell, the very per ecution to which they are so
generally subjected is ufficient to account, without
considering at pre 'ent any other infiuences, for the
isolation in which they dwell, und mu t tend to bind
more indis olubly to one another.

It i- sometimes aid that the Jew ha none of the
higher a piration that in pire men of nobler eharae­
ter, that the great object of life with him is merely
to amass money, and that o eompletely h this
ma ter p~ ion degraded hi charaeter, that o long
a gold hine in the di tance to tempt him, he wiU
even lick the du t to obtain it. There i doubtles too
mueh truth in this a ertion, but is it to be wondered
:at that things are so, when we remember that alI the

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



lWROCCO, PAL', A.'n TllE CA.'ARY 1 LAl'DS. 33

higher objeet of ambition, and all tbe more honour·
able menns of aequiring di'tinetion, are sy-tematie­
ally held back from tbi~ deeply injured people. There

are not wanting many faets to prove that wben a
wider pbere of aetion ba been opened up for tbeir
admi ion, tbey have hown tbem elve quite a
capable of being inspired by an honourable arnhi­
tion, and of exerting tbem elve with sueces to
obtain an aeknowledged po ition, a tbe individuals
of any otber nation 01' cla._ . of people.

Even in )foroeeo, where tbeir condition is so
melaneholy, and tbeir spbere of action o eireum­
cribed, many of tbe c1everest and mo. t intelligent

artizan are Jew. .A petty merebant~, gold­
smith, interpreter ,and ervant, tbey bow them-
elve capable of acting a intelligent men of

bu ine ,as ingeniou artizan, a u eful attendant
upon tra.eller, and a tru twortby subordinate .
Tbe Hebrew will readily re ort to any kind of occu­
pation, no matter what it i , by whieh a good living

can be made 01' money ama ed; and by tbe force of
application, by the exercise of a quick intelligenee,
he will soon make him elf ma ter of its various
details, and even attain to some superiority in their
practical applieation, Many of tbem in tbis
eountry are excellent linguists; and it is by no

means uncommon to meet with a Httle, ragged,

WLL D
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dirty boy who can peak French, panish, Arabic,
Hebrew, and frequently Englisb, and who would be
regarded a' a most wonderful phenomenon in
England. 11y own native ~ervant could expre '
her elf in any of these languages, while my Engli.-:h
maíd could never be aid to have succeeded in
ma tering her own.

The Barbgry J ews are much more rigid in the
ob ervance of their religious obligations than their
brethren in the more civilised parts of the world
are; and what with the exactions of their :i\loham­
medan rulers, and their own voluntary sacrifices on
behalf of their faitb, they lead but a sorry life, and
the sad expression of the countenances of the pOOl'
children of Israel impre~ es thi fact very trongly
upon the stranger.

The Jew in Barbary are the descendant of
tho~e who, three hundred year ago, were bani hed
from pain and found a refuge on these shore.:. A
a race, the men are generally abject and mean in

appearance, but by no mean de titute of intellect ;
but the Jewe"es, e pecially when young, are most
da ically beautiful. Their features are almo~t

invariably finely chiselled, and their black eye ,
which are not piercing a in pain, but pearly and
meIting, are full of repose. The fir t impre~sion,

perhapl'l, on observing them, is that tbe pupils are nn·
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naturally Iarge and di tended; hut tbi appearance,
wbich i con idered to add to their beauty, is pro­
duced by art, as one can ea ily detect on approach­
ing the ladie nearer, and by oh erving them
more clo ely. Tbe cohol- tained eyelid at once
di covered tbe secret a- to tbe means by whicb
tbi higbly-prized mark of beauty i produced.
Tbe operation is performed by drawing a small
silver in trument Iike a bodkin, which has been
previon Iy dipped in the appropriate liquid, over
the edges of the eyeliJ on the inner sides.
Tbe sen ation caused by this operation, which
is effected with tbe eyelids cIo ed, i said to be
very agreeable and refreshing; and when the
complexion and tbe eye are dark, it undoubtedly
produces an appearance of beauty, and if tbe
reality is already there, increase and heightens it
effect. The operation, however, i eldom succe ­
fuI when it i tried as an experiment on English
ladie, their ruddy complexion, ligbt eye, and
fair hair forming an ensemhle which i not capable
of the lighte t improvement by uch means. Tbe
application altogether, in uch ca es, produces a very
di agreeable effect; and tbe countenance, instead of
being rendered more beautifuI and expre ive,
as umes a remarkably coar e and dirty appear·
ance.

D2
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Animal beauty, however, is aH that the Jew€ss
of Barbary po se es. Phy:ücally, she i a heuuti­
fuI creature, hut he i nothinO' more. Her intel·
lect is without cultivation; he i a stranger to
refinement; no expre 'ion animate hel' otherwi"e
fine countenance; and he i' totally without any
distinct charactel' of hel' own. Howevel' beautiful
and attractive he may be in appearance, one turn .
away without interest 01' emotion from a being who
can hardly be said to haye a souI, 01' who e 1Jetter
part, at least, in consequence of the circumstunces
under the infillence of which she hus been l'eured,
has been lulled iDto something like an almost un·
ending sIeep.

Mohammedan countries are perhups the only ones
whel'e a woman can be said to possess, in sorne
l'espects at least, any advantages of liberty over
meno The Chri tiun woman is unre~trained in her
movement, and can fl'eely enter the hou es and
harems, whel'e she is known, when she pIeases;
and the )Ioori h woman, wrapped up in the ample
folds of her garment , and so di guised as to bame
evel'Y jpg eye, can l'oam about the town in
whatever direction he IDay choose, without incurl'ing
the slightest l'isk of being recognised. During the
nine years which 1 re ided in Tangiel', 1 had many
opportunities of visiting the Moorish women, and of

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



MOROCCO, PAL', A:D TUE A_'ARY I'LA.TD. 37

closely ob erving tbeir cbaraeter. 1 found tbem
O'eneraIIy to be idle, good-mtured, gossiping and
frivoIou -po'se- ing in faet, aH tho e mal! peeu­
Iiaritie of eharaeter that di ,tinguLh women in
our own Christian conntry. The nperintendence
of their domestic afi"llir formed their gravec:t
and most important occnpation. nrronnding
themseIves with a hideous po. e of black sIaves,
eaeb one with her own progeny aronnd her, the
",ife rei O'n supreme ayer her ooty circIe, and Iords
it mo't superbly in their midst. If she wisbes to
bestow ber attention on sorne more Iígllt and ele­
gant occupation, she resorts to embroidel'Y, a nevero
faiIing refuge for ber unoccupied hands in ber rnany
idIe bours during the long, bot, and sunny day. 1
remémber one mODstrous creature-a Moorish
beauty-the wife of an officiaI, who, on receiving
me, felt my cIothes and counted rny finger to see
if a .l.. T azarene ,,"oman \Vas in aH points made like
her elfo .Iy gIoves next attracted her attention,
and be proceeded to examine thero, although, from
ome can e, he hrank from them at first with fear.
he wa , as i;~ u naI here, very beautiful down to

tbe ehin, and her eomplexion wa as fair a that of
an Engli h matron. Her bIack lanlTui hing eyes, like
those ofthe Jewes es, \Vere tained with al coholj and
besides the extreme whiteness of her skin, she pos-
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3 I 'HE. rEARS Ol-' A.' ARTLT' LIH I .

es~eu that peculiarl) maru1e-like qua1ity which
i - on1y outained by the fi..equent u e of the uath.
Her hair wa fiowing down in rich 1uxuriauce oyer
her hou1ders, and the head and face altogetber
pre-ented an appearance of remarkable beauty.
But the extraordillary ize of her body, which wa'
quite overwbelmiug, 1 found rather difficult to

recognize a nny recommendati<)ll in the way of

beauty, according to my European standard, which
1 do not find myself quite prepared to diBpen e
with.

In Morocco, tbe ... loori h maiden, on her be­
trothal, undergoe a regular cour e of fattening,
which i eontinuou 1y earried on till ber marriage,
und wbich i condueted on the same principIe as tbat
on which our farmer fatten fowl. While u¿der­
going the proce', he it aH day in a dimly-lighted
room, and istuffed inee. 'antly with En 'cupoo, a
preparation of fiour. which i tbe nationaI di h of
IIorocco, in addition to which he drink copiou Iy
of water. 'Yhile undergoinO' thi reO'imen he i
dre' ed li<Thtly, and in order to prevent any exertion
01' e -erci e on 1Jer part, he wear- a gigantic pair

of ilver anklet , of great weiO'ht, the pI' ence of
which rendern re t more de-irab1e than the slighte t

locomotion. This proces contiuues for ome time,
and the indolence uf the minu ueing added to that
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of the body, he is ure, ere long, to arrive at the
orthodox amplitude.

This lady introduced me to all her lord's legiti­
mate children, while the superfluous little ofi'shoots
were collecting about to stare and gape at my novel
appearance. We "ere a embled in the Patio, 01'

inner court, common to all J:!oorish houses; a
gallery ran aH uround, which was supported by
elegant pillars; and the centre was open to the sky.
Large doors, opening from the four sides, gave us
an insight into long narrow pa sages, which served
for rooms, but can scarcely be called so. There
were, be ides, innumerable little alcoves and oddly­
shaped reces es, un ornamented with the mo t
elegant aracenic decoration , and an pa.ved with the
same brilliant and many-coloured tiles which I had
seen in the J ewish hou e and the ~loorish mosqueo
Beckoning me to follow her up tair~, the lady con­
duct€d me through several beautiful indented
Moorí h arches, an mo t richly adorned with Ara­
besque mouldings, while the passages through which
1 was led were bordered with extract from the
Koran. We pa ed through a spacious pair of fold·
ing door , witb heavy bolt , but not su pended, as
our door are, upon hinges; they are made to move
ea ily, however, by having the jambs formed at
each end into an axle 01' pivot, the upper, which is
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the longe t, bein cr received into a eorresponding
loeht on the lintel, whil t the other faH into a
cuvity of like f.'lJlion in the thre hold. The mate­
rial of the'e door wa' eompo. ed of very band ome
'\Vood, and they, ere ricbly carved with inter-ect­
inO' geometrieal fhrure. The floor of the room
into which the folding doors opened wa trewn
with mats and rieh Hahat carpets, while several
coloured leather sIipper' were scattered abollt.
Heaps of embroidered satin, velvet, and leather
cushions, filled the recesses at each end of the room,
which were separated froro the body of the apart­
ment by tbe u ual indcnted :\loori b arche. 1 was
informed that these were the family bed-room .
Desirou of di playing to me the riebes of ber
toilet, she then led me to a richly-painted and
gilded box of eedar-wood, and prolldly exhibited to
me her varion robes and garments, which were aH
highIy scented with tbe perfume of the wood with
which they "ere kept in contacto The riche t
ornament in the way of carving, gilding, and
crubroidery wa introduced in every place where
it conId be exhibite(l with due regard to efi'ect
and display. The whoIe of the re'idence of
tbis lady was ta tefully decorated with ean'ed
geometrical figure, interIaeing each othcr in
all direetions, and similar to those which we see
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and admire in the pnlace of the Alhambra, at
Granada.

During the operation of inspecting the apart­
ment of the family and the wardrobe of the lady,
in which we were engaCTed with no slight degree of
intere t to rnyself, and apparently with great
gratification to her who exhibited aU these riches,
one of the crew of black laves to whom 1 have
already alluded, brought in tea, which she placed
on a tiny table of mother-of-pearl, of octagon
shape, very elegantly formed, and about six incbes
from the floor. A round tray of brilliantly­
polished bra s, engraved witb devices similar to
tbose 1 had observed on the waUs, supported the
variou articIes of the tea- ervice. In the proce s
of preparing the tea, the fir~t operation was to
turn over tbe contents úf tbe sugar-basin ÍDto the
tea-pot, in which tbere wa a very weak infujon
of tbe cheering draurrht. The cup were then
fiUed with the in ipíd beverage, whích we had to
gulp down, cupful after cupful, in succe ion.
Between each, however, the lady, eager more
completely to gratify her own curiosity respecting
my co turne, wbich wa a trange to her as hers
wa to me, entered into a new urvey of my

apparel, the use of many parts of which "he
seemed at a los to understand, and particularly

I
.!!

1
;l:
o

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



42 SIXTEE, YEAW 01:' .tx ARTIST'S LLFE 1~

puzzled herself, when trying on my gIoves, by
placing each on the wrong bando

l was also fortunate enough in having an op­
portunity of witnessing tbe process of a Iady's
toilet, and of closely watcbing the various means
by which the Moorish beauty endeavours by art to
heighten the cbarms which nature may have given
hef. As great rE'joicings were going on at tllis
time in a neighbouring house, on account of tbe
birth of a son to a rich official, and my boste s had
been invited to take part in them; and as it was
now nearly time for ber to set off to tbe house of
joy, she p1'oceeded to prepare ber toilet, Dot at an
abashed by my presence in her chamber, 01' by the
curiosity with which l regarded the process. The
first thing she did was to paint he1' face with a
white crearny mixture, then to connect the eye­
b1'ows by a thick black daub of about half an inch
in widtb, the tbickest part coming ayer the nose.
The eyes, al o, had an extra. tint ofal colwl, and the
cheeks were painted with two triangular patcbes of
pure scarIet, wbich, from its coarse colour, and the
extreme abruptness of its edges, cornmunicated to
thero the appearance of a badly-painted mask. An
artificial mole 01' two having been added to com­
plete the adornment of the visage, the face was
considered perfect, and regarded with considerable

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



roRoceo, SP.U_-, A.."D TIlE CA..'J.RY 1 L.L'D. 43

satisfaction. Happening to holu up a rose which 1
held in my hand, it hue ab~olutely appeared pale
beside the highly-coloured cheek ofthe lady,

After regarding her elf in a French circular hand­
gla with aU the delight with which the most self­
sati fied northern beauty can linger on her charm ,
he turned quickly to me, and, in the enthusiasm of

the moment, asked me ifever the English ladies were
got up o welL What could 1 ay to her? Should
1 conceal the truth, 01' honestly tell her my opinion ?
Tbis WBS one of those dilemmas in which it is ex­
ceedingly difficult to avoid throwing in a little flat­
tery, even though that agreeable commodity be as
little ju tified by truth as it can well be. Alas,
althougb moralists, witb their schola tic pedantry,
will ay, Dicatur veritas, ruat ccelum, circumstance
will occasionally occur in every.day life, in which
we find it convenient to forget that our moral code
has uch trict maxim. Be~ide, as they are gene­
rally in Latin, ladies, unles they are blue- tockings
-and they are not asked for their opinion of beauty
-are not expected to under'tand them. 1 may
whi'per my opinion, however, to the reader; and
when 1 te11 him 01' her that it amounted to thi ,
that a more repulsive bedaubed figure than tbat
which sbe presented cannot be imagined, 1 aro
sure he will be inclined to treat me witb indu1gence

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



4 SIXTEE. YEAU or - RTLT' LIFE l.-

when 1 acknowledge to him that 1 did not te11 the

lady hen~1f o.
To continue m)" de cription ofher toi1et, her he:'.d­

dre s was co tly and magnificent beyond a11 de~crip'

tion. It consisted, in the fir t place, of the riche't
je",eI., the favouritc emerald~ and pearI~ predomi­

nating among them. They aro e in glittering uc­

ce' ion, one ahove another, nntil, in con eqnence of

tbe manner in which thcy were arranged, tbey

assumed the appearance of n. magnificent bLhop's
mitre. The adornment of the head was completed
by a knotted silk handkerchief, with which it was
urmounted. But with a11 the richnes and plen­

donr of the ornaments, there wa uch an ntter

ab -ence of ta te in the manner in which they ",ere

dispo ed, that the head and fuce formed altogether
a most grote que and barbarous pectacle. The
remainder of her per'on wa no les profu ely
co,ered with parklin cr gem . tring~ of gorcreou

pear1:, und antique ch3in of ma_ ive gold, were

su. pended from her neck. A crimson cartan, 01'

dre~~, much of the hape of an Engli 'h gentleman'

dre inO'-gown, wa_ taken froro the che t of drawer;;:,

and tried on. But it, colonr ugge ted n. eriou~

objection to it. The nnavoiduble con ideration that
it would emulate the rich and glowing ~carlet of

the cheeks inducsd the lady to discard it without
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besitation, and to eek fol' a more uitable sub·

stitute.
Tbe momentous que tion of"bat he should \Vear,

therefore, again became tbe ubject of deliberation,

and after many pros for thL, and many cons against
that, a decision wa~ at length, with ome difficulty,
arrived ato A pale blue cartan, embroidered with
ilver, carried the day, Having found 3 ",ay for

ber ample proportions into the selected garmellt, a
somewhat shorter one, of crape-like material,
which pangled a11 over, was tbrown over it. Her

bodice, which wa worn open, was richly embroi·

dered with gold; and one of those superb striped
scarf:, which are generaIly worn in this country,
was tied round her not very slender waist. The
sIeeves of the dre s were wide and flowing, leaving

the arms, except where they were covered with the
peculiar brac:elet worn here, quite exposed and
bare. These bracelet, which are extremely
heavy and ma sive, con i t of a solid gold band,
with silver and gold projections; and they have
been adopted even by sorne of our own fair
countrywomen who have vi 'ited Morocco. Her
fingers were painted with little sprigs in bright
orunge henna, as were al o her feet, which, to

match her hands, were stained with ornaments of

tbe same bright colour. The latter, considering
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the immense proportions of the other parts of her
body, were unnaturally diminutive, perhaps appear­
ing by contrast even more so than they really
were. They must have been very much impeded,
however, in the process of locomotion, by the
ponderous anklet of chased silver, with the burden
of which most Moorish women are oppres ed.
The red slippers whicb, witb one exception, ter­
minate our description of ber attire, were made to
match in richness of material and ornament the
other parts of her dress, being elaborately adorned
with embroidery of silver thread and silks of varied
colour. All these particular portions of her toilet
having been carefully adjusted, a large clear muslin
scarf was thrown over her shoulders; and as it
retained aH its crispness, it produced a remarkably
angular effect in the appearance of her immense
proportions.

It will be seen trom this minute description, that
the toilet of a Moorish lady must be a matter of
serious consideration; and when there is so mucb
gold and jewels, embroidery and lace-work, as in
tbe present case, it becomes almost a question of
art to settle how it all ought to be arranged so as
to produce the greatest effect. With my European
ideas, 1 migbt probably have criticized unfavourably
sorne of tbe arrangernents, and migbt have irnagined
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that it wa in my porrer to gi.e the whole a more
advantageou di po ition, by n. more careful con í­
deration of the manner in which colour" sbould be
matched, and jerrel di~plaJed; but, a the lady
eerned perfectly ati fied witb the effect of her orrn

handiwork, and appeared to think tbat her charm
could not be more effectively exbibited, it was not
my province to di turb her equanirnity by any ideas
of mine, wbich sbe would probably have scouted as
unrea onable and absurdo

The French min'or in which she surveyed herself
no doubt told a flattering tale, and was implicitIy
believed; for mirrors are defective only wben they
exaggerate defects, as fiatterers are faIse only when
they happen, by mi adventure, to peak the truth.
A German mirror of peculiar construction hung
beside the French one. Being compo ed of various
pieces of gIass, so arranged a to reproduce the
likene of the object refiected in it, ít multiplied,
to her inten e gratification, her pIea ing image at
lea t fifty-fold. After urveying herself in both for
some minutes, he gave vent to an expre~sive sigh
of self- atisfied vanity, and turned to me with the
hope, doubtle s, of meeting a ympathetic gaze of
admiration in my eres.

One touch of lemon to beighten the crimson
bloom on tbe cheeks, and the most secret lore of
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the toilet can do nothing more to add to the efi'ect

of her per onal charms. he is now ready to take

her departure for the hou e where the important
entertainment i· to he given. he heckons to me
to follow her, and with nothing left vi ihle hut one
eye, which might be anybody's, for she has envel­

oped herself, for her pa sage through the streets,

in the ample folds of the large Moorish Haikh, she

proceeds to thread her way through some narrow

and very dirty lanes.
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CHAPTER IV.

A Moorish Entertainment-Professional Musicians-A New School
for Scandal-The Santa-CuriOtÜty Excite<! by my Appear­
ance- ensation Produced by the Toy Devil-I Become
Acquainted with evera! Moorish Families-The Sultana of
England- trange Examination-Ignorance of Everything
Pertaining ro England.

WHEN we had proceeded ome distance, the sounds
of the Tomtom coming upon our ear indicated that
the scene of rejoicing was clo e at hand. 1y com­
panion stopped at hou e with a mean little door,
through whicb, having entered, she led tbe way in
to a large open Patio, haded on one ide by a
trellis of cane-work, supporting heavy bunches of
lusciou grapes. In the mid t of the court grew,
in full vigour, a verdant fig-tree, spreading abroad
it expansive branche , and aifording an agreeable
shelter from the oppressive rays of the noonday sun.

VOL. J. E
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50 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

The vine and the fig-tree are invariably found ID

the Moorish Patio; the family grow up under their
shade; the little ones sport with the thouO'htless
glee of childhood among- the foliage; and the graver
elders pass the greater part of their time there in
more serious conversation, and sometimes, doubtless,
in mere trifiing gos ip. They dwe11 under their
own vine and fig-tree, none daring to make them
afraid.

There was a perfect uproar of vOlces as we
entered; the mirth was, as Burns would describe
it, fast and furious. What a monotonous and dis­
cordant din the Tomtom keeps up! What creams
of delight, what hrill whistlings, what piercing
ye11s, what bursts of laughter, and yet - you will
not believe it, you self-satisfied gentlemen ofEurope,
who consider your presence so indispensable at such
gatherings-there was not a man in the party. AH
the countenances and u11 the toilet were feminine.
There was not a bearded visage, not a turbaned
head, in the group. The whole getting up of these
female guest, the crimsoning of the cheeks, the
staining of the hands, eyes, and feet, the display of
costly jewelry, and the selection of embroidered
robe, had been the work of so much time, thought,
and labour, with no other end in view than that of
attracting the admiration-or if, in your charity,you
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choose rather to think o-the envy of each other.
About thirty 01' forty women, in all, were itting
along the ides of the quare comt. A all were
dre~~ed much after the ~ame:f: hion, the long de­
~cription 1 have already given of the lady with
whom 1 came will apply equally well to the others.
It would be impo sible to de cribe the ludicrous
efi'ect of so many not very expressive faces, aH
painted alike, with the same bright crimson hue,
which contrasted strongly with the accompanying
daubing of white.

In the mid t of the a sembly sat two 01' three old
hags, the profe sional mu ician engaged for the
occa ion, who, if they beat any hannony out of their
Tomtom , the instrument which they professed, most
effectually drowned it in the noise. tory-tellers
were there to amu~e the gue t~ by their long­
winded narrative of heroic exploits, unmerited
sufi'ering, unsympathetic father~ love ~uffering and
at la 't triumphant, and the other tock ubjects which
are laid up a~ material fuI' telling fiction ,a old
~cene are tored up in a theatre to afford original
decorations for new drama. A .100rLh Sheri­
dan IDight probably have gleaned abundant
material for a new chool for candal, for the
cornmodity wa there, and it eager tittle tattle was

mel1iiiuou~ly whispered into many a willing ear.
E 2
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1\1y entrance into their midst, which was quite un­
expected, was the signal for the expression of un­
disguised astonishment among what 1 may term
the rabble in the middle of the party; but what·
ever sensation my appearance might create for a
moment in the more select portion of this assem­
bly, viz., the painted and jewelled ladies, they
did not consider it becoming their dignity, 01'
consistent with the rules of etiquette - which
has its code here as eIsewhere-to make any dis­
play of their surprise 01' emotion. However, an
expression of eager curiosity, and anxious looks of
enquiry, were plainly visible through the transpa­
rent gauze scarfs which fell down over every face.
One pOOl' demented woman, 01' anta, who had
come to countenance the festivities by her presence,
and who had a weak turn for such jollifications,
made her way to me with a patronising air, and
expressed her wish and intention to befriend me.
She insisted on my taking off my hat, and other
parts of my dress, in order that she might examine
them; but as there was no saying where her curios­
ity would stop, 1 was determined not to yield to
her wishes, and it was with the greate t difficulty,
and by the display of sorne resolution, that 1 could
keep my c10thes upon my back. The irrepre sible
cUl'iosity of the cl'owd to see whether a azarene
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woman was made of the same flesh and blood a
themselve ,wa added to the intrusive officiousness
of the maniac, whose hands were still itching to
seize and appropriate some portion of my dress.

It wa3 altogether :lo strange scene, and notwith­
standing the rather di agreeable circumstances with
which it was attended, 1 could not help regarding
an that passed before me with the greatest interest.
In addition to the ludicrous absurdities of human
nature, 1 was surrounded by much that was ex­
quisite in art, graceful in form, and even beautiful
in nature. The appearance of tbe mosaic pave­
ment, as, cbequered by the rays of the sun wbich
fel! upon it, it sbone tbrougb tbe fig-leaves and tbe
cane-work trellis, was exceedingly brilliant. Then,
there were tbe rich and variegated colours of the
magnificent flowers which were dispo ed about tbe
Patio, a tbe heliotrope and the ja min, tbe odour
of whicb, in the sultry heat of the afternoon sun,
were o oppre sive as to produce a kind of languid
faintne . To the e was added tbe sweet and pow­
erful cent of tbe datura, whicb, as evening drew
on, :filIed the surrounding air with it delightful
fragrance. It was altogether one of tbo e attrac­
tive spots, in whicb, but for tbe company with
wbich tbe place was filIed, one would delight to
linger and to meditate.
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But, as time wore on, nature became exhausted,
and the noise and mirth began somewhat to abate.
The din of the Tomtom even was no 10nger heard
so incessantly, and the musical enthusiasm of the
professional who handled it evidently began to
abate. Indeed, 1 continued myself to be the on1y
object that had still attl'action enough to excite
sorne curiosity, and but fol' my presence, the
wearied guests would probabIy have been dispersing
to their severa1 homes by this time. Longing eyes,
however, were still cast on me, my clothes con­
tinuing to be the principal object to which their ato
tention was directed. As their incessant curiosity
was rather troublesome, 1 fortunateIy thought of a
method by which 1 could both deliver myself from
the persecution to which 1 was subjected, and do
something to re-awake the flagging spirit of enjoy­
mento 1 had brought with ine, in the expectation
of finding an opportunity to introduce it, and
knowing tbat it would contl'ibute greatly to their
amusement, one of tbose little toys so well known
to cbildl'en in France and England. To their eyes
it was at first only a plaín 1itt1e box; but wben 1
opened tbe lid, and out flew a little black frizzly
devil, witb borns and a taiI, and a scarlet and
wbite moutb, tbe ensation produced could only be
compared to tbe effect of a spark of fire falling
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into a barrel of gunpowder. AH arder was instan~

taneously lost; they shouted j:md sereamed like
maniacs; they pressed close to each other, and
huddled together in apparent terror. liad Milton's
Satan appeared bodíly among them, he could not
have been reeeived with more awe than that which
was fol' a short time evoked by the unexpected ap­
pearance of my little toy-devil. It is impossible to
describe the exces ively ludicrous appearance of a11
these fat women, bedizened with gold and paint,
and glittering with costly jewels, endeavouring to
press themselves together into the smallest possible
space, in order to get out of the way of the "gin"
which was the object of their terror. It was only
after the lapse of a little time, arrd by degrees, that
their agitation calmed down. First one raised her
head, and gave a timorous and dístrustful peep.
Then another, and anothel', until several eyes were
doubtingly cast upon the toy. But when 1 held it
out to them, that they might examine it closely, a
herd of frightened deer could not have started off
with more alarmo However, by coaxing and per~

suasion, they at last ventured to look upon it with
less feal' and. suspicion. If familiarity díd not
quite breed contempt, it at least inspired con·
fidenee. At last they even ventured to touch it,
to handle it, to pass it from one to another, to turn
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56 SUTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

it over and overo They were now completely like
a parcel of overgrown children. How they
struggled and scrambled to get it into their hands !
Their exclamations of terror were succeeded by
shouts of admiration and delight. The complete
childishness of their character was more c1early
di played by their next suggestion. What was
inside, was now the question. It must be broken
open in order that the mystery might be disc1osed.
This was no sooner said than done; and when the
externaI parts were removed, and lo, only a small
piece of twisted wire was found within, it would be
impossible to describe the look of blank disap­
pointment which was apparent in every face. The
poor little devil had lost a11 his terrors; completely
crestfallen, he was thrown carelessly into a comer
of the apartment, where he lay neglected for the
rest of the evening.

The introduction of this toy, however, was of
great service to me. It acquired for me the con­
fidence of these Moorish ladies; and 1 became a
great favourite henceforth with severa! of them.
The intimacy thus arising gave me many oppor­
tunities of becoming acquainted with the inner life
and domestic regulations of families in this
country, which, without so simple a mode of intro­
duction, 1 might never have obtained. 1 was
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asked to tbeir bouse , and u ed frequentIy to go
and ee tbem, wben 1 wa alway able to upply
tbem witb amusement, by tbe exbibition of uome
European wonder, or by tbe display of sorne ae­
quirement never po ses ed by W'omen in Aobam­
medan eountrie .

1 eagerly availed mrelf, of coure, of tbe oppor­
tunity of taking sketcbes of all tbat 1 saw, and of
thus pre erving tbe impre~sion of seenes and faces
whieb IDigbt otberwi e bave Jipped from memory,
or bave left onIy a sbadowy reeoIleetion bebind.
In painting tbe portraits oí tbese ladies, and in
sketehing tbe seenes of tbeir domestie life, 1 at
once found an ampIe souree of amusement for my­
self, and eontributed to tbeir gratifieation, at tbe
same time, a usual, exeiting their wonder, and
evoking many eurious que tion. But they were
mo t partieularly anxious to know all abont my
condition in my own country, and tbey wouId keep
up nn unintermitting eries of que tions in order
to dmw me out on tbat ubject. A. uming tbat 1
mn t bave left a husband bebind in EngIand, tbey
were very anxious to know bow many wive be bad
be ides myself. How were our ebildren tended and
brongbt up? Were tbey fed on the milk of pigs?
Judging of beauty by tbeir own tandard, tbey
inquired if the Englisb ladies were fat, as fat as
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they were, and what wa the process by which they
were fattened? Were they very beautiful, and díd
they paint themselve with crimson and white, as
the ladies of ... forocco did? They were al o very
curious to know all about the ultana of England,
and such que tions as, Was she beautiful? how díd
she dres ? and díd she go about with both eyes
visible? had each to be an wered by me in turn.
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CHAPTER V.

The Streeta oí Tangier-Show and Glitter Witbin Contrasted
with the Plainness and Squalor Without-The Generation of
Pestilence-How the Young Idea is Taught to Shoot-Early
Manifestations oíIntolerance-Entomological Investigations-­
A Moorish ~Iarket Place-A Picturesque Scene-The Even·
ing Gun-Strange Bedfe1lows-The Closing oí the Gates­
How the .Tew Puta Money in his PUl'Se-Fatima Selling
Butter, and Leila Eggs-Some People Sharp Enough wiili One
Eye-The Cemetery oí Tangier-Small Talk and Serious
Talk with the Departed-The Funeral of a Moor.

ON leaving the MoorÍ h houses and passing into
the streets, one cannot but be struck by the con·
trast presented between the show, the glitter, and
the elegance within, and the plainness, dirtiness,
and even squalor, of all that one sees without. The
streets in Tangier scarcely deserve the name, for
they are merely naITOW lanes, with nothing in the
way of architectural display on which the eye can
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rest with pIeasure. A.. high white wal1, singularly
bare Jind monotonous in appearance, runs aIong on
both sides, completely concealing the houses
bebind. A.t every step we are compelled to turn
aside with disgust from the most disagreeable and
forbidding objects ; here from a heap of foul refuse,
and there from the decomposed bodies of dogs and
other animals, a11 festering in the sun, and almost
sickening one by tbeir loathsome appearance.
The .l\foors appear to bave no idea of any effective
way of keeping tbeir towns clean; the streets are
seldom swept; and the stagnating air i purified
only when a strong and penetrating east wind
disperses the ill-odoured and poisonous miasma
whicb bas been floating in the atmosphere for days
and weeks. It is onIy sorne very particular occa­
sion tbat can rouse tbe autborities from their inerl­
ness, and stir them up to provide a remedy for so
disgraceful a state of tbings. If an epidemic sbould
bappen to be raging in tbe immediate vicinity, and
to be threatening themselves with tbe scourge that
sha11 certainly lay many of their townsmen low,
they then become ensible of the neces ity of exer­
tion, and set about removing those hotbeds of cor­
ruption which generate 01' attract the most deadly
forms of disease. But even in so serious a case,
tbeir sluggisb apathy is only roused to action by
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the intervention of a foreign stimulus; and it is
not until the consuls of the European powers bave
urged and l'e-urged the matter upon tbem tbat
they can be induced to set about taking tbe nece ­
sary steps fol' the cleansing of tbeir town.

As 1 was passing along tbe street, 1 observed a
tiny door standing open, and as 1 approaehed, a
din of childisb voiee issuing from it told me wbat
was going on witbin. It was a school fol' Moorisb
children, a perfect Babel, to all appearance, fol'
a more stunDing noise never aluted my ears from
any dame's school in an English village, wbere,
to speak the truth, tbey are often noisy enougb.
As 1 was anxious to see al! that 1 could in this
country, and among other tbing to learn some·
thing of tbeir method of instructing the young, 1
looked into the place. A group of young children,
exeeedingly diliy in appearance, wa colleeted
round their pedagogue, wbo was in trueting them
in the preeepts of tbeir saered book, the Kol'an.
They were seated on the fioor; and uch an
amusing sight they presented, all bobbing theÍr
little shaven heads up and down, and touching their
knees with tbeir faees regularly at certain intervals,
as uniformly as if wound up and kept going by
clockwork, that 1 could scarcely help betraying my
pl'esence and roy feelings by a hearty laugh. 1
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was observed af; last, however, and the effect was
instantaneous. They aH suddenly pulled up at
once, und fixing their little eyes upon me, began to
manifest the feelings with which 1 was regarded by
them, by making ull orts of wry, contemptuous,
and ílI-natured faces at me. The master neither
checked them in this strange manifestatlon of their
breeding, nor made any attempt to do so. He
probably rather thought it a very natural and como
mendable di play of the irrepresslble a,'ersioo
wbich the sigbt of one who rejects the Prophet
should excite in their young heart. He himself
gaped with undisguised amazemeot at the unbe­
lieving Kazarene, at the strange woman, who, with
uncovered face, ventured to look boldly on so many
" lords of tbe creation." Their feelings at length
found vent in a general shout of execration. "The
Jew to the dog, and the Christian to the fire," they
all exclaimed at once; and having received this
characteristic blessing, 1 turned rny back upon
them, and proceeded 00 my way.

1 now went 00 until 1 reached the gate of the

town, passing, on my way, several 1001'S here and
there squatted on the ground, and, as we occasion·
a11y see in Spain and Portugal, deeply engaged in
entomological investigations. •T ot being anxious

ta atay long near such votaries of science, 1 hastened
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on, and 800n found myself in the okko, or Moorish
market-place, which is situated outside tbe town,
just beyond the gateo 1 had fortunately visited
this place at a favourable time to see a good deal
of the people, for 1 was always anxious to observe
and to sketch everything striking in costume and
appearance. .A.t tbe period of my visit, it happened
to be the evening preceding market day, and the
villagers from the surrounding neighbourhood were
crowding in with their wares. A more varied and
picture que sight could not well be imagined, as
party after party, in their many and brilliantly
coloured costumes, arrived upon the ground, and
began to pitch their bIack horse-hair tents. As
dayIígbt declined and the evening gloom set in, the
scene became still more intere'ting and romantic.
The various tires being lighted, the fiames burned
brightly up, and threw their Iurid refiection upon
the dark figures of the ~loors moving about witb
their horses, and the Riffians with their one lock of
hair, and their long straight dagger at their side .
There was something of witch-like gloom in the
scene, as they moved to and {ro, in dark myste­
rious masses, sometimes in and sometimes out of
the tiery glare.

Looking out toward the sea, the rock of Gib­

raltar 100med dimly at a distance on the horizon.
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Suddenly a flash of light illuminates the darkness,
and the long boom of the evening gun by which it
is followed is heard distinctly by us across the
Straits. Gibel Moosa, the opposite and African
pillar of Hercules, was still tipped with a ro y
ethereal hue. On the calm waters of this usually
stormy, though narrow, sea, there was not a single
ripple, and the dark fl'agments of the fortifications,
which in the time of our Charles n. were mounted
by English soldiers, filled up the intermediate space,
and in a jagged, desolate outline, cut darkly along
the sea. In the inland distance I could ju t per­
ceive a long line of camels, looking afar off like
specks on the horizon, as they were observed, by the
trembling lights, winding their way along the zig­
zag paths of the hill towards the general market.
It was a strange sight, when they came to rest and
to pitch their tents, to see the children and the
horses, the donkeys, the camels, and the chickens,
all nestling together for the night. The women
now set about preparing their evening meal, while
their turbaned husbands were busily engaged in
unpacking their wares, 01' in looking after their
animals. We could have lingered for a long time
in the midst of this motley and busy scene, which
presented so much that was novel and intere ting
in aspect to uso But we were corupelled reluctantly
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to tUTn our back upon it. At a certain hour
every night, the white flag is hoisted for evening
prayer, and if anyone, either of the Faithful or of
tlle ~nbeliever, wa not in the town at the time,

he wa remoreles ly hut out for the night. We
therefore made a11 ha te back, in order that we
miO'ht get through the Cazyold gate in good time,
and thus escape o awkward a dilemma. Unfor­
tunately, at thi hour the gate i u ually crowded
with hor e , waiting ju t in ide, until the popular
farrier ofthe place, who e forge i always blazing, can
de patch them in aH point fitted for their journey.
A. we were entering, in addition to the accumulation
of these animal of the equine tribe, a long line of
camel' were hurrying out, and it appeared likely to
prove a problem of 'ome difficulty how we should
find our way in. .A it wa a matter of nece ity,

we mu t, however, make the attempt, and the con-
equence was that we all got jammed up together

in oue ma of confu ion, and felt at a lo s how we
hould now be able to extricate our elve. Beside,

barb horse are not the animal to tand the like of
thi' with the mo t exemplary patience. One, on
which a companion rode, got exceedingly re tive, and
during the di turbance which he cau ed, the lady

had the misfortune to get her bonnet knocked off.

VOL.!. F
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But'perseverance at last gained its end; and after
a certain amount, more certainly than was agree­
able, of pu bing and scrambling, we final1y managed
to get tbrough, and were rejoiced to find ourselves
on the right side of tbe gate.

The first rays of sun1ight on the morrow woke
up the varied multitude to the real business of the
day. Rere were people from aH parts of tbe
empire,-blacks from the interior, Riffians from
tbe frontiers, .Arabs fi'om tbe desert, the Jews of
the cities, and numbers of Berbers, the most
ancient race of the country. .AH the individuals
of this strange assemblage of tribes were driving
a busy traffie, eager to make the most of tbeir
wares, and to dispose of them to tbe greatest
advantage. Rere, as in every otber land where
any of the race have found a settlement, the Jews
were pusbing a thriving trade. .Anxious onIy to
exchange tbeir goods for bard casb, they were
not at all crupu10us about the means by which
their end was to be gained. If they did occasion­
alIy cheat a little, wbere was the harm, when the
victim of their wily art, their fawning look, and
their deceptive tongue was on1y a persecuting
foIlower. of the false propbet on tbe one hand,
01' a vile dog of a Nazarene on tbe other? Tbere
they are, jostling about in a11 directions-when
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they purchase bantering Radj Mobammed out of
bi last farthing of profit, und wben they seU,
laying it on the Cbri tian rebel again t God, and
on the En O'Iish contemner of His people, in tbe
ame proportion tbat they have aIready skinned

tbe Faitbful.
The Moors, as they sit squatted on the ground,

have a very earthy look, and even a strange
earthy sort oí smell, and tbeir gila1Js also being
very much of the colour of the eartb, it is diffi­
cuIt to distinguí h them at a short distance from
big grubs that ha"e sprung up on the spot, with
which a person of short ight, or of a liveIy imngi­
nation, may very ea iIy confound them.

Tbe market is abundantly provided with the
u ua! produce di played on such occasions at
home. Rere it Fatima or Leila, pre iding over
a numerous col1ection of meagre fowls, or dispos­
ing to her custorner of butter, eggs, millet, and
veO'etable of a11 de criptions. It wa really sorne­
thing new to find rny elf engaO'ed in triking a
bargain mth a young lady enjoyinO' one of these
romantic name, u ua11y associated with tbe en­
ticin<T fictions of the Arabian .J.. ight or the high­
wrought poetry of Byron. With aH the mystery
attending the appearance of one who peers at
yon only with one eye, while she carefulIy con-

F 2
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68 SIXTEEN YEAR OF AN ARTl T'S LIFE L.

eeals all tbe rest of her visage in the folds of her
haikh, after the foresaid Fatima 01' Leila has sold
us a dozen eggs 01' a pound of butter, we do not
feel quite so disposed to think of the e ladie only
as the inmate of luxurious haremc, where they
repo e all day on the oftest couches, breathing
on1y an atmosphere pervaded with the illost fra­
grant perfumes, holding the amber-mouthed narghil
to their 1ip', and constantly fanned by the black
slave who are ever at their beck. A little ac­
quaintullce with ~Ioorish and Ea tern life oon
di pel much of the romance with which ignoranee
a oeiate' it.

How strange are the a ociations of real life!
1 had only to turn in one direction from thi' cene
of active barter, and within the di tance of a
stúne's throw 1 beheld the Moorish eemetery. It
is a melaneholy and de erted looking place. The
la t homes of the departed are indieated, a in our
own churehyard, by small mounds of earth, the
graves of the more wealthy being encircled by a
low white wall. The dead are all buried with
their head towards Mecea, the sacred eity, which
no Ohri tian i allowed to enter, which i the
resort of o many :Jlohammedan pilgrims during
life, und where are the three thing held mo't
holy in the estimation of a fol1ower of the prophet,
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OROCCO, PI', A.·D THE CA ' RY I~LA. D. 69

Tiz., the weII Zemzem, tIJe Kaabrt, 01' hou~e oí
God, and the Black tone. The repulsive me·
lancholy of thi gloomy cemetery wa' carcely
di pelled by a few feeble fiower.::, ulmo't gasping for
life, and by one or two with 'rinO' fig-tree._, bla::ted
by the ea terly wind tbat tell o severely on all
kind of veO'etation in thi' part of the world.

On the followinO' day, however, which wa
Friday, the :Moori h abbath, the place presented
an entirely different, althouO'h I can carcely call
it a more plea ing, appearance. It was occupied
by crowds of women, aH dre :ed in white, and in
such a locality looking like o many gbo ts, or at
lea t like what we con ider O'ho t' in England. In
aH the agony of bereavement, some were beatinO'
tbeir breo .-;t , and invokinO' tbe departed in pierc­

in cr tone" of angui h, while other', pro::trated
be::ide grave' which had evidentIy not been long
clo::ed over the dead, called in the mo t endearing
term tbat the glowinO' imaO'ination of the~e chil­
dren of the un can. ucrcre"t 00 the lo,t friend 01'

l' lative to wait for them. nother brings fre'h
fiower to adorn the O'rave of a departed husband,
and while ::he linger at the . ad ~p t where her
heart lie buried, Jle ten· him that life is now ti

burden to her, tbat the world can no longer

attract her by it pIea ure, and that her mo::t
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70 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

anxious desire and prayer now is, that she may
800n be permitted to join him beyond tbe grave.

What an imposing and thoughtful scene is that
of the burial of Ophelia, when the Prince of
Denmark soliloquizes on the strange destiny of
man, and traces the dust of him that kept the
world in awe, until, in imagination, he :finds it
stopping a beer-barrel! And yet the cene, with
a11 its profound emotion and its varied sugge­
tiveness, has also its ludicrous features, when, in
admirable :fidelity to the strangely ffiingled web of
human life, the two gravediggers interpo e with
their coarse je t and sballow l'efiections during the
profound meditation of Hamlet. 1 could not help
tbinking on this scene of OHr immortal dl'amatist,
as here, in actual Jife, 1 beheld a spectacle and li ­
tened to remarks which, if not precisely similar,
afforded at lea t, in many respects, a good parallel.
In the midst of the lamentations of woe, and the
outpourings of grief in which the heart, doubtles ,
had its share, 1 heard the most ab urd and ridi­
culous remarks addre ed to the dear departed,
apparently under the infiuence of the most un­
hesitating belief that he still continued to feel a
warm interest in aH that pertained, not only to the
life, but even to tbe town and the society he had leit.
A woman is sitting at one grave, and with the
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WROCCO, PAI., AND THE CA1 ARY I LArDS. 71

mo t matter-of-fact and seriou countenance in the
world, is informinO' the defullct of aIl the go ip of
Tangier during the pa t week, of all the scandaI
and ~Iander that have been circulating there from
mouth to mouth, and of all the dome tic annal ,
the quarrels, the reconciliation , the jealou ie~, and
the envíe tbat tbe mo~t ulltiring zeaI could
treasure up in the intercbanO'e of uch agree­
abIe mall-talk. ucb i tbe strange motley in
which human life here, a everywhere el e, inve'ts
itself.

But if 1 feJt inclined to indulge in a series of
the u ual moral refiections after witnes ing so un·
u~ual a spectade, 1 wa not alIowed to lengthen
them out to any immoderate extent. 1 was sud­
denly interrupted by the approach of a funeral
proce~ 'ion, the vicinity of which wa announced by
the monotonou chant of the mourners, and by the
hurried, heavy ound of many feet. The corp e,
mufiled in a Haikh wa borne alon" in a rourrh
trollO'h, earried on the houIder of four men, who
at every few pace~ were relieved by other~, anxious
to obtnin the promi ed bIe ing of the Prophet,
and to expedite tbe filTival of tbe decea~ed at bis
newly-dug grave, where tbe angel of death is
believed to be waiting for him, in order that bis
examination may be begun, and the judgment

•
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72 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

which is to decide his final fate pronounced. On
their way to the grave, a11 who take part in the
funeral ceremony join in singing verses from the
Koran ; and on their arrival in the burial-ground, a
short prayer is offered up. The corpse is then put
into the grave without a coffin, and placed a little
on one side, so that the face may look towards
Mecca, the rigbt band being put to tbe ear of the
same side, so as to appear to lean upon it. .A.
little earth is thrown over the body, and the
crowd return to the hou e of the decea ed to com­
pliment the relatives. During tbe ceremony, the
women of the family assemble, and continue un­
interruptedly to make tbe most uneartbly yellings
and hideous outcries, as indeed they have been
doing ever since tbe time of the deatb. In thi ex­
hausting exerci e of their lungs, they per evere for
no le s than eight long days; and as they are, on a11
other occasions, totally excluded from the public
society of men, they eagerly seize on the e solem­
nities for display, and vie with each other in the
intensity and duration of their uneartbly ye11s.
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CHAPTER VI.

The Three bbaths-Forms oí Piety Dependent on Latitude­
Unseasonable Devotion-The MueddiÍl at Dinner-time-The
Jew are Prophets out of their OW11 Country-A. uece::;sful
Rival to the Gip¡ies--Englllih Con,,'UlB in .Iorocco--How 1
LOCATED in Tangier-:My )Ioori.;h Home-Ottomans and
Packing Ca.ses-The Ca.~tle oí Tangier-A. Horticultura!

inecu.rist-The:Minare tory oí a Clock.

TUERE are no fewer tban tbree abbatbs ID tbe
week, tbe ~Iobammedan, tbe Jewi b, and tbe
Cbr' ,tian, occurring on tbree ucce ive day­
Friday, aturday, and unday. Thi variety i
una,oidably the ource of much inconvenience to
the hri tian part of the population. .10 t of the
dome~tic are either Jew or Moor~, both being
extremely strict in the regular ob ervance of the
external acts enjoined by their religious faith.
There is none of that easy accommodation to change
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74 IXTEE . YEAR OF AN ARTI'T' LIFE l.'

of place and cireum tanee which lead so many
wllo are Chri tian', at lea t by name and profe ion,
to conform, like a celebrated Duche's of no very
remote period, their fuith to tlleir latitude-Pre by­
terian in the north, EpLcopalian in the outh,
and po ibly at Rome doinO' aRome doe. The
J ew and the loor, in wbatever condition of life,
have none of tbi upple compliance. The former
would not, on any account, toucb fire from sun'et
on Friday until tbe ame hour on aturday, even
if his own grandmother were ignited. Our Moori-h
cook would pro tr..'lte him elf at the sound of the
Mueddin froro tlle mo ques, leaving the dinner he
was prepuriug to tuke its chunce, and not inter·
rupting hi prayer for one moment, even though
the roa t hould incur the ri, k of being reduced
to a cinder. Our Jewi h ervant, too, would oc­
ca~iona11y be found mi~ inO' from the table when
we had eated our~elve' for dinner. The viand~

'were, of c.our~e, uffering froro the unaccountable
delay, and the bell would be ,l1arply runO', w, kin rr

every echo in the hou -e; hut u11 in vain, No e did
not an wer the clamorou ummon. Á ~earch

would, of cour e, be in tituted for the ab ent one,
and he wouId probabIy be di 'covered, after ome
time, in a remote corner of the house hi pudding
laid on the floor, and be quietly and composedly
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MOBOCCO, SPAI. , Al'D THE CA. AlU 1 L.<U D. 75

sayin lT bis prayers, with his hand stretched out
before him like a book.

The Jew' in Tangier pos e s a remarkable power
of in ig1t into the future, and often give utterance
to prophecie ,which, o far a 1 know, seldom fail
in being ultimately reali ed. Thi is a statement
which can be amply confirmed by many Europeans
who have re ided in Tangier, and who are ac­
quainted with it Jewi h population. Those who
are ceptical in matters of this nature will probably
be inclined to ay that such marvellous storie are
aH very intere tiDg and amusin CT, that the credulous
narrator bas obtained his information from ome
econd party, that secoDd from a tbird, and so OD,

until tbe orígin of the wonderful narrative of the
realí ed propbecy i lo t in the haze of a di tant
and uncertain ob curity. 1 can fortunately, to a
certain extent, prove the truth of the statement 1
have made by immediate reference to the fir t
per on, Dot going beyond him even to a second­
that firt per 'on being my eif. 1 occasionally made
the remark to ome Jews who had travelled in
Europe that their love of country mu t be very
trong to make them prefer uch a little dirty town

as Tangier to any other more promi ing and agree­
able place where they might ettle and find a wider
'phere for their commercial activity. " Ah! you
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dislike Tangier," they replied; "well, we can tell
you that it will be your own future home for
years to come."

1 had no intention myself at the time of remain·
ing in Tangier. 1 knew of no circumstance on
which so unequivocal a propbecy could be founded
-and yet it wa fulfilled to the letter, for in
less thun ayear 1 was marl'ied in Tangier, wa
compelled to l'econcile myself to the place, however
much 1 had previously disliked it, and had to turn
a Moorish house into an Engli h home, my hu band,
who had becn appointed British Consul ome years
before, being already resident there.

The Bl'iti h Government, which provides a mo t
comfortable re idence for Her Maje ty's diplomatic
agent, does not extend the same privilege, however
de irable and even necessary it may be, to his
snbordinate officer. He is therefore obliged to
find a house for himself, and to put up with the
most convenient one he can find. .1.. ow, although
a ~loori h hon e, as 1 have already de cribed may

look exceedingly picturesque, there are many
changes that must be made before it can be
rendered habitable for Emopean , or comfortable,
according to English notion ; and the addition
and alterations that must be mude nece arily
entail con iderable expense. But it doe not do
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lOROCCO, PAL', AND THE CANARY 1 LU'D. 77

for a subaltern officer to grumble, even though hi
wife may a~:ume the privilege of making it known
that he h ~ a grievance. The on1y cour e for u ,
thel'efol'e, wa to make the be t of thinO's as they
were, and to become l'econciled to what could not
be avoided 01' mended. If the apartment , there·
fore, in oul' hou e could carcely be called room,
and if we had no window', we had at any rute the
mo't elegant and gracefuI aracenic arche, beau­
tiful haded alcove~, and a roof, supported by
ñne1y-proportioned co1umn, which protected us
frOID the direct influence of the burning midday
unbeams. There wa not much furniture, either,

when, a the American say, 1 ñrst located; but a11
wants were gradually supplied, and my little doll'
house 'oon became an object of attraction to the
fi'equent visitor' from Gibraltar. The coIumn in
tbe Patio were oon wreathed round with fre co­
painted flowers and bird·. lany of the walls
were adorned in the ame tyIe of ornament, and
quaint tand of arm , the workman hip of Fez,
were attached to them. Rabat carpet with their
howy colours alld O'old-embroidered en hion of

veIvet and Ieather, were trewed about in a11 direc­
tion~. Packin .....-ca e were ingeniou~ly turned into
ottomun, 01' "menter ," lie~, a~ the servant

cal1ed them. And, lastly there wa a fair collee-
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tion of casts on brackets, the whole forrning a
strange tout ensemble to the eye of a stranger.

1 remember an English gentleman, distinguished
both for high diplomatic and literary acquire­
ments, coming to see u one evening, and he was
highly pleased with the eifect of these arrange­
ments. The lights shone through the tiny
8aracenic apertures, and the moonbeams fell coldly
on the variegated ~fosaic of the pavement, just
tipping with bright sparkles the Ioorish arms as
they hung on the wa11. The presence of our tall
Moorish soldier, in bis white turban and flowing
haikh, added grea.tly to the beauty oí the scene, and
we cannot wonder that all were struck with its
elegance and romance.

Rich ornarnent and tasteful display abound ID

the interior of a11 Moorish buildings of any preten­
sions. In this respect, the Castle of Tangier, the
architecture of which is very beautiful, is Dot far
behind the Alhambra of Granada, however inferior
it may be to it in size. On one occasion, we were
anxious to enter by the garden gate, which bore
many a rude impression of hands that had pre­
viously been dipped in red ochre, here con~idered

an eifectual preservative against the sini ter
influence of the "evil eye." After prolonged
kicking and continued knocking with a harp
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stone, calling loudly at the same time for Seidj
Mobammed, that gentleman at length made his
rather tardy appearance, and 1\'e were admitted
within the precinct . eidj JIohammed was the
gardener of the establi hment, a post in which, like
his otber colleaglles of tbe same profession in
Tangier, he may be said to have enjoyed a com­
plete sinecure, for, with the exception of a few

cabbages and potatoes, tbere was nothing to
cultivate. In tbis glowing climate, many of our
rnost beautiful flowers grow in abundance in tbe

fields and by tlle roadsides. The rose and tbe
jasmin, tbe cactus and tbe geranium, and a
hundred more of nature's most beautiful produc­
tions, are as plentiful as weeds, and struggled in
luxurious entanglement ayer tbe canework trellises
which supported ma ses oí heavy grapes, and
tbrough which the sllnbeams shone, and chequered
with light and sbade the path below.

We went along an avenue which was ter­
rninated by a beautiful alcove, serving a a summer
receiving room on tate occa ions, when it is fitted
up with the rich carpets of Rabat, luxurious
cusbions, and a divan, upon which the great man
who rules in Tangier jts in tupid dignity, count­
ing bis beads and sometimes drinking tea. On

entering the main building by a gloomy staircase,
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we find our way to a number 01' quaint and beauti­
ful apartments, with odd little entrances, all of
which are shown to visitors. The ladies' apart­
ments, now deserted by such occupants as once
gave them aH their brilliancy and cheerfulness, aud
tenanted only by wild pigeons, are pleasing little
prisons, entered from a square court open to the
sky, in the centre of which are the remains of a
fountain. It is surrounded by long narrow pas-
ages, lighted only from the doorways, the massive

doors ofwhich have elaborately-carved panels, over
which are small apertures of delicate tracery.
Rere and there, amidst the gloom of these ill-liO'hted
passages and apartments, a brilliant distant view of
the sun-lighted scenery without can be obtained
through some hole or cranny of the ruined frag­
ment, while from the gardens, the orange, the citron,
and the c1ematis send up their rich odours in
refreshing contrast to the damp and musty smell of
the de erted palace. The efi'ect of the whole was
rich beyond description, and it wa only increa ed
by the softening effects of time, by which the work
of man and the growth of nature seemed as if
tempered into one harmonious whole.

Three tall minarets rise over the town of Tan­
gier, airy and light in their proportion~, and as
they are covered with the showy many-coloured
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glazed tiles, o much in use here, they form a
curious contra t with the fiat white roofs of tbe
hou es where the .Ioori h women are walking.
BeH are never heard in Tangier, or in any )10­

hammedan town, being an abomination to the
lIu ulman; but cIock are permitted, and there i
an old tory current in Tangier respecting one,
which is so weH related by Mr. Drummond, in hi
work on We tern Barbary, that 1 am indnced to
in ert it here :-

"The cIock of the 'Jamaa Kibur,' the great
mo que at Tangier being much out of order,
needed ome skilful craftsman to repair it; none,
however, of the "Faithful " were competent to tbe
task, nor could they even di cover what part of the
machinery wa deranged, though many put forth
their opinion with great pomp and authority;
among the rest one man gravely declared that a
Jin, or evil geniu , had in aH pl'obability taken up
it abode within the cIock. ariou exorcisms were
accordingly es ayed, ufficient, a every true
believer suppo ed, to have expeHed a legion of
devil ; yet aH in vam, the cIock continued dumb.

" A Chri~tian cIockmaker, 'a cursed Tazarene,'
was now their sole re ource, and such a one fortu­
nately wa sojonrning in Tangier, 'the City pro­
tected of the Lord. ' He was froro Genoa, and, of

VOL. 1. G
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course, a most pious Christian; how, then, were
they, the faithful followers of the Prophet, to
manage to employ him? The clock was fixed in
the wall of tlie Tower, and it was, of course, a
thing impossible to allow the Kaffir to defile God's
house of prayer by his sacrilegious step.

"The timekeeper, Moakkeed, reported the diffi­
culty to the Rudy; and so perplexed the grey­
bearded dealer in law and justice by the intricacy
of the case, that, after several hours of deep
thought, the judge confessed he could not come
to a decision, ::md proposed to report upon the
subject to the Kaid, advising that a meeting of
the local authorities should be called. 'For in
truth,' said the Rady, '1 perceive that the
urgency of this matter is great. Yes! 1 my elf
will expound our dilemma to the Kaid.'

"The Kaid entered feelingly into aH the difficulty
of the case, and forthwith summoned the other
authorities to his porch, where various propositions
were put forward by the learned members of tbe
Council.

" One proposed to abandon the clock altogether;
another would lay down boards over which the
infidel migbt pass without touching the sacred
fioor; but this was held not to be a sufficient safe­
guard; and it was finally decided to puIl up that
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part of the payernent on wbich the Kaffir trod, and
whitewa.~h the walls near which he pa: ed.

"The Chri tian wa now sent for, and told what.
was reqlúrcd of him; and he wa expre sly eom-
manded to take off hi ~hoe and toeking" on
entering the Jamaa.

" 'That 1 won't,' aid the stout little watch­
maker; '1 never took them off when 1 entered
the chapel of the mo t "Roly Virgin," and here he
ero ed him elf devoutly, and 1 won't take them
off in the house of your prophet.'

" They eursed in their hearts the watehmaker and
all his raee, and were in a state of va t perplexity.
The wi e Oolma had met eady in tbe morning; it
wa aIready noon, and yet so far from having got
over the diffieulty, they were in faet exaetly where
they had been before breukfa, t; when a grey­
bearded J..~ureddin, who bad hitherto been ilent,
eraved permís ion to peak. The Kaid and the
Kady nodded their a :ent.

" , If,' aid the venerable prie t, 'the mo que be
out of repaír, and lime and brick" huve to be con­
ve -ed into the interior for the u e of the mason ,
do not as:es carry tho e loads, and do not they
enter with theír shoe on?'

" , y ou peak truly,' wa the general reply.

'" And doe the donkey,' re~umed the ~ureddin,

G2
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(believe in the one God, or in Mahommed the
Prophet of God?'

'" No, in truth,' aH replied.
" 'Then,' saíd the Nureddin, 'let the Christian

go in shod as a donkey would do, and come out
like a donkey.'

"The argument of the Nureddin was unanimously
applauded. In the character of a donkey, there·
fore, did the Christian enter the Mahommedan
temple, mended the clock-not indeed at alllike a
donkey-but as such, in the opinion of the faith·
fuI, came out again; and the great mosque of
Tangier has never since needed another visit of the
donkey to its clock."
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CHAPTER VII.

Differences between France and Morocco-Marsha1 Bugeaud and
Mulai Mohammed-The Battle of IsIy-Defeat of the Moors
-The Sultan's Gmbrella-Threatened Bombardment of Tan­
gier-The ultan would do it Himself for a Consideration­
The Moorish Authorities Refuse to let the Christians go­
Riflian Disturbances and the Town Plundered-My House
Converted into a rore-house-Zebry's Honesty and Jewish
Gratitude-I Place Myself under the Protection of the Brit­
ish Flag-The Bombardment-How Moorish Artillerymen
serve their GUIlS--Gallic Parade of Valour-Arríval of Mr.
Drummond Hay-Failure of his ~1ission ro Obtain a Peace­
fu1 Settlement-More Fright than Bloodshed-The Moors De­
fend Mogador with pirit-Mercantile Vice-Consuls-Change
in the Consular ystero.

IN the summer of 1844, the long-pending differences
between France and Moroceo were brought to a
crisis by the battle of IsIy, the resuIt of which
proved unfavorabIe to the arms of Morocco. Gn
this occasion the troops of the uItan were como
manded by His Shereefian :Majesty's eldest son,
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Mulai Mohammed, who was most signany defeated
by the French troops under the cornmand of :Mar­
shal Bugeaud. From an eye-witness of the battle,
1 heard that it was of very short duration, its issue,
so unfavourable to Morocco, being in a great mea­
sure to be attributed to the overweening presump­
tion of the )Ioorish troops, who thought that no
band of unbelievers, however numerous, however
welI·disciplined, could long withstanrl their impetu­
ous charge. Consistillg for the most part of cavalry,
ignorantly despi ing the foe by whom they were
opposed, and invoking the name of the Prophet as
the infallible herald of victory, they made a terrific
onslaught on the French lines. But the troops of
France were under tbe command of a bold and able
General, who bad so disposed the various corps of
his army, as at once to meet the impending shock
of the advancing horsemen, and to drive them back
in disorder on their own campo As the Moslems
bore down upon what ::lppeared to them to be the
serried lines of French ínfantry, the latter opened
up and disclosed the formidable artillery to which
they had served as a mask, and which at once
poured in sllch a tremendous charge of grape, that
the cavaliers of the Sultan of Morocco, struck with
panic, at once turned tai! and fled with cvcn greatcr
precipitatioll tban they had previously advanced.

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



MOROceo, SPAl. T
, A TD THE CA TlRY 1 L.L"DS. 87

They never ventured to rally; saUL'e qui peut wa
the order of the day; they were completely defeated
and disper ed.

The ..Joorish camp and all that it contained fell
into the hands of the victor , who, doubtles~, with
the licen e which is permitted to French soldiers on
~ uch occa ions, and with the dexterity which a
pretty abundant practice has given them in appro­
priating plunder, made a l'ich harvest of booty.
The greate t prize of all, the magnificent tent and
the gorgeous umbl'eIla of )lulai ~loharnmed, carne
a trophies of victory, into the hands of the .11al'­
shal, who al o obtained, as a mark of his sovel'eign'
gratitude fol' o signal a service, his dukedom and
titIe from this battle-fieId. The umbl'eIla, I think,
i now displayed among other trophie of the well­
tried vaIour of the French army, in the church of
the "Invalides" at Pari , where, if 1 am not mi ­
taken, 1 had the plea ure of eeing it.

The French Government not being dispo ed to
lo~e the advantage of the victory they had obtained,
and beinO' anxious to improve the occasion by instil­
ling a whole ome and wide-. pread dread of their
power into the mind of their re tIe s, quarl'eI~ome,

und uncívilized neighbours, gave orders to Hi'
Royal Highne's the Prince de Joinville to bombard
the ultan' two principal ports of Tangier and

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



88 IXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTl r's LIFE IN

Mogador. This was by no meaos a wise course to
pursue, and if the Freoch had been more intimately
acquainted with the state of thiogs in Moroeco, they
would have hesitated before adoptiog a poliey the
wisdom of which was so doubtful. 1t is well known
to everyone who has resided in Morocco, that tbe
SuItans, who generally remain in the interior, are
quite indifferent to what takes place in their ont­
ports. In fact, there is an amusing anecdote cur­
rent among those who are weJI acquainted with the
af!'airs of this country, whieh is ullderstood to be a
faithful exponent of their views and feelings on the
subject. One of them, 00 being threatened, on
sorne particular occasion, with the destruction of a
port, ooolly inqnired what would be the cost of sueh
a proceeding, for however mueh it might amount
to, he would uudertake to do it himself for half the

sumo
The utmost exertions were made, in the present

case,· by the diplomatists of foreign powers, to
induce the French Government to rBscind 01' to defer
the execution of its purpose. Three weeks were
passed by all who had any interest in the state of
af!'airs, and in the fate of the town, in a state of the
greatest anxiety, in a daily alternation of hope and
fear. European residents of course were anxious
to make their escape as speedi1y as possible from a
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town threatened with bombardment; but, a the
Aoori-'h authorities thought that the French would
not attack them as long a there were any Chri tians
in the town, they were very unwilling to allow any
to take their departure. In fact they appeared to
be in a tate of childi -h terror, and completely at a
lo s how to aet. My husband, however, at length,
by means of persevering representation and remon·
stranees, obtained the neee sary permission fol' the
embarkation of all foreign ubjeets, alld he him elf,
with sorne two 01' three hundrcd refugee~, embarkcd
for Gibraltar, where he landeJ with his numerous
eseort, to the inten e horror and vexation of the
then governor, Sir Robert 'Yilson.

1 was one of the la t per on 'who Ieft the town,
and well do 1 remember that day. Tangier was in
a tate of great disturbance anJ alarmo The news
of the threatened attaek had been earried into the
interior, and for ome time previou Iy, thousand of
Riffians, and other wild inhabitants of the inland
di triet of the eountry, had been fioeking into the
town. It mu t not be imagined, however, that the
object of the. e worthie wa to defcnd the place and
to fight the ...T azarene~. Their intention wa to a i t
in the pillagc of the town, the authoritie of which
they fearle Iy set at defianee, and in whieh there
wa no one with power, means, 01' infiuenee to main-
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tain order. Indeed, a11 who were charged with the
administration of afl'airs in the place were in a state
of pitiable confusion, utterly at a loss how to act,
not knowing where to find the means of defence
against the apprehended danger, and without those
definite in tructions which are necessary to subordi·
nate officers in a situation where so great a respon­
sibility rests on their shoulders. In such a state of
things, theconsequences might have been anticipated,
and a short time was snfficient to prove that our
worst forebodings of license and disorder were some­
thing more than the imaginary fears of timorous
millds, ready to take alarm at the slightest move­
ment, and to exaggerate any merely temporary
disturbance. The Riffians soon showed aH the
symptoms of an outbreak of their fierce and restlesg
passions. They had come for plullder, and they
would have it, before the town wa battered into
pieces ovar their heads, and its stores of wealth be­
came the prey of the detested azarene. They
gave way to their eager passion for plunder, broke
out into tumult, forced their way into private honses,
and loaded themselves with booty. :rot content
with appropriating the property of others, they
shamefully abused aH who feH in their way, and
many pOOl' women unfortunately became the yictims
of their unbridled passions.
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The con ular residence, with one exception,
were fortunately respected; but thi \Vas owing to
the peculiar manner in which the e houses were
con tructed, to the strength which enabled them to
re i t any means of attack that the e vagabonds
could employ, and to the pre ence of the u ual mili­
tary guards. :My own house being well protected
by the entinel that kept watch over it, and pre ent­
ing in appearance nothing that could excite the
cupidity of the plunderers, being a ... loorish build­
ing, and anything but attractive in it exterior, was
cho~en by our Jewish neighbours a a afe depot for
their property during their flight to Gibraltar. 11y
delightful little dwelling wa tran formed into a
perfect tore-house of all orts of goods. Che t , of
olíd make and antique appearance, some bound

with massive bra s-work, in Gothic pattern , oyer a
ground of blue and red leather, were shoved into
any afe ~pot that could contain them. Little boxe ,
with arched lid~, so unu ually heavy for their ize
that they must have contained gold to a con ider­
able amount, were brought cautiouJy in, and con­
cealed with equal careo The e che t and boxe
were conveyed to my hou'e in uch number that
one room became at la~t quite filled with them, and
they were píleo, one over tIJe otller, up to the ceil­
ing. When they were an arran cred in regular rows
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along the sides of the apartment, their uppearance
l'eminded me of that of the numerous coffins in the
dismal and gloomy vaults which are generally found
under country churches, and by which, when a child,
1 was strangely fa cinated.

But these tempting depositories of the wealth of
the rich Jewi h trader were not the onIy objects
that were brought to our residence for safety, and
over which 1 wa , in sorne sort, for the time, con­
stituted custos. 1 had also to .find room fol' the
most comrnon articles of dornestic use, which, though
of no greut value in tbernselves, were doubtle s
prized by the pOOl' creature' whose property they
were, and who possibly might not be able to l'eplace
thern, if lost, without considerable difficulty. One
pOOl' woman brougbt her old kettle, anotber, an
equally venerable pan, and a third, sorne other
similar article of domestic use, upon all of which,
as the owners themselves highly valued tbern, they
entertained no noubt that the Riffians also would
look with coyetous eyes.

On our return horne, after the bomhardrnent, we
were of course anxious to get rid of our piled-up
burdens, and the owners were equally eager to re­
gain possession of their various treasures, the b1'ass­
bonnd trunks, the little arched boxes, the pot und
the pans. Our old guard, Zebry, had fo1'tunately
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proved faithful, notwith~tanding the situation oí
temptation in which he wa placed; for, on the
occa ion of uch an event a a bombardment, he
might have appropriated property to a con~iderab1e

amount, and of great value to hilD e1f, escaping even
the imputation of di hone ty in hi own persono
With no probable reasoD, however, to apprehend
the punishment with which the deed of crime i
generally foIlowed, he had touched nothing, and
even the gra ping Jew , ever ready to suspect that
,ome hand is fumbling about their pocket, or that
ome midnight burg1ar is making off with their

strong box, declared that not a single article of the
property that had been left to the faithful feIlow's
charge, wa missing. Yet thi selfish and greedy
race of men, true to their welI-known character,
mude him no acknowledgement of the service for
which they were indebted to him. To many, he
had been the trusty guardian of an that they po'-
e ed in the worId; and yet they had the incredibIe

meanne and selfishne to 1et him go unrewarded.

"Oh, fathcr .Abraham, what thy followers are!"

Thi i rather a digre sion, however, and we
mu t return to the cour e of our narrative. Thing
now wore such a thl"eatening a pect in Tangier,
about to run the gauntlet of a bombardment, that,
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so far as regarded those not immediately concerned
in the matter, discretion became the better part of
valour, and we had prepared to take refuge in the
RecIa, by which we were to be conveyed to Gibral­
tar. A lieutenan.of that war-vessel had come to
our house, in order to accompany us down to the
beach, where we found a boat, with an armed crew,
awaiting uso Stepping in, we were soon rowed out
to the welcome ship, and 1 can scarcely describe
the emotion which 1 experienced on finding myself
under the shelter of our protecting flag. Tbe sense
of perfect security was so delightful, after all the
agitation, the uncertainty, and the fears to which
we had been exposed for several days previous, that
we fOlmd it difficult for S0me time to realize all the
atlvantages of the change in our position.

Though thus as ured, however, as to our personal
safety, there was still much to keep us in a state of
constant excitement and ever-anxious curio ity.
We were safely housed in our wooden castle, look·
ing upon the place where my home had now for a
considerable time been established, as a town devoted
to destruction, 01', at any rute, to some dreadful fate.
We had gone to Gibraltar before the bombardment
took place, and had returned to Tangier on the
night of the 6th of August, when aH preparations
had bren mude for commencing the work of destruc-
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tion, and had just time to change our quarters from
the HecIa to the AJbion, 90 guns, before the French
began to pour in their tremendous broadsides. On
board of.tbis magnificent ship, we had the pIeasure
of meeting our old friend, Commander 10ckyer, in
company with whom we witnessed that dreadful,
yet magnificent, spectacle, on which so many anxious
and curious eyes were fixed that morning.

The French line-of-battle-ships took up their
severaI position in a very cool and orderIy manner,
each vessel being towed by a steamer to the parti­
cular post it was to occupy. Strangely enough,
the Moors permitted them to do so without ínter­
ruption, not firing a single shot, although they
might have caused the French ships considerable
annoyance in the execution of a preliminary move·
ment of so ímportant a nature. The Moor , indeed,
appeared to be in no hurry to begin the fray, and
after the French had poured in the fire of their
guns upon them, their conduct led one to the con·
c1usion that they had no great stomach for the fight,
and that even before the battle could be said to
have fairly commenced, they had had enough of
that vilIainou saltpetre which was so unpleasant to
'_ bakespeare's fop. The very wLe and prudent
maxim :-

.. That be who fights anrl runs away
Mar li,e to ñght another rllIy:'
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was practically improved, as dissenting preacbers
say, by tbem; for, witbout figbting at all, the
greatest number deferred the exbibition of tbeir
valour to anotber occasion. It is said, indeed, that
tbe lower batteries of tbe fortifications were fired
upon tbe French; but, as the precaution of loading
tbem before tbe commencement of bostilities had
been taken, they only required to have the match
applied, even tbough by an artilleryman who was
ready to take to bis beels directly afterwards. It
is generally believed, however, that the cannon of
these valiant .Moors became too hot after tbe first
discbarge, and tbe prndential reasons which forbade
tbem being loaded a second time, also suggested the
propriety of losing no time in seeking safety by
flight. If they evinced no remarkable patriotic de­
votion, and if they were more than usually hasty in
carrying tbe foregoing resolution into effect, perhaps
they really took the wisest course, after aH, for the
fire tbat was poured upon tbe devoted town, and
all within its walls, from the many broadsides of
the French ships of war was so tremendolls, so un­
interrupted, so destructive, tbat they must at once
have seen, if any of tbem tbought proper to look
around at such a moment, tbat resistance was hope­
less, that defeat was inevitable.

But the French were not permitted to have it aH
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their own way, and did not e~cape without uffering
con iderable los and annoyance from one point, the
only place where anything like ~eriou oppo ition
wa offered to them. Two ca emated guns, situated
in the upper part of the town, fired down upon
them at re!rular interval throughout the day, and
caused a considerable lo of life on the crowded
deck of many of the hips. It wa only after the
lap e of sorne time, and after having done much
damage to the ships a weTI as their crews, that
these two formidable guns were ilenced. This was
the only incident, in the cour e of the fight, that did

any credit to the valour 01' naval strategy of the
Moors. The firing continued aItogether for about
three hours, during which, many lives were sacri­
ficed, much property destroyed, and many parts of
the town laid in ruin. The French ship , having
thus effectually accompli hed their ta k, withdrew

to their former anchorage, their officer and crews
rejoicing in the triumph they had obtained, to add
to the glory and honour of the French arms.

One little incident afl'orded me sorne amusement,
on board the Albion, during the fray. In the heat
of the confiict, 01' at lea t of the firing, for it was
mo tly a11 on one ~ide, a ~mall French gun-brig
arrived from Cadiz, carne on with every stitch of
canvac¡ _pread, and wa~ ~o eager to get into the

VO~ l. H
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midst of the melée, that even while it was still a far
way out of range, it began to tire away at one of
the northern batteries. We could distinctIy see tlie
balls dropping short of the mark against which they
were directed. This unnecessary and useIess parade
of Gaillc pugnacity and zeaI was at any rate char­
acteristic, and 1 could compare the IittIe gun·brig,
so eager to dash into the heat of battIe, to nothing
more appropriate tban a fussy littIe Bantam-cock,
stretching its neck to crow triumphantIy over imagi­
nary victories.

The bombardment was just over, when an English
steamer was seen coming round from the westward,
wbich proved to be the "Vesuvius," with :Mr. Drum­
mond Hay on board. 11e was now on his return
from the court of Morocco, whither he had gone
with the view of endeavouring to restore kindly
feeIings between the two contending powers. :MI'.
Hay was in the fuU beIief that he had been success­
fuI in bringing his benevolent mission to a success­
fuI issue, when, to his great chagrin, he found tbat

he had arrived too late, that tbe melancholy destruc­
tion of life and property he had hoped to prevent,
was already accompIished, and that aH his exertions,
both mental and physical, had been expended to no
purpose. Tbere can be no doubt that he felt acutely
on account of the unsuccessful result of a task on

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



MOROCCO, SPAI ,A."D THE CAl ARY 1 L,C DS. 99

which he had et bis heart, and which afi'ords so
striking a te timony to the humanity of bis disposi­
tion, and bis aversion to bringing uch differences
to the arbitrement of the sword a long as there i
any hope of being able to solve them by more peace­
fuI mean. MI'. Drummond Hay died ome months
afterward, and bis death was, wíthout doubt,
brought on by over-exertion and anxiety in the
zealous perfol1llance of bi public and officíal dutie "
hastened, as we believe, by the fatigue he had under­
gone in bis endeavour to bring the unhappy ditrer·
ences of France and Morocco to a peaceful solution,
his failure in which cheri hed object was the source
of so much disappointment and chagrín to mm.

Communication was re-opened with the ill-fated
town at an early hour on the morning following the
bombardment; and everal English surgeons, frOlO

the ves els of war in the bay, procecded on bore
with their surgical in trument· in their hands, on
the charitable mi sion of attending to tbe wounded,
and, a far a pos 'ible, of alleviating their sufi'ering .
To their great urpri e, however, and, we doubt not,
to their gratification al 'o, there were only two 01'

tbree licrht case that required their attention.
The inhabitants had acted 1\ith the ame prudence
as the artillerymen; who, after firing their cannon,
provided fol' tbeir safety by. fiight. DUl'ing the

H 2
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bombardment-doubtIess at its very commencement
-Tangier had been evacllated, and the French fire
having been directed chiefly against the fortifications,
as IittIe Ioss of Jife had been inflicted on the peace­
fuI citizens as on the prlldent soIdiers.

The French fleet soon afterwards left Tangier
and sailed for Mogador, with the intention of redllc­
ing to sllbmission and destroying that port. But
if they had imagined that tbeir task was likeIy to be
as easily and speedily accomplished in this case as
in the preceding one, they were doomed to a bitter
disappointrnent. Everything here was in a state
of adequate preparation for their reception. The
batteries, which were well rnanned, and more skil­
fuUy served than at AIgiers, began to fue on the
French sbips as they carne witbin range of tbeir
cannon. Tbe small island which is situated in front
of Mogador, and which was tbe residence of sorne
hundreds of state prisoners, was the centre from
which the French rnet with the most deterrnined
opposition. These men fougbt most desperately,
o1fering the rnost unshaken re istance to every
attack made upon them, until at length, exhausted
by fatigue and Iong-continued exertion, they wera
overpowered by a storming-party under tbe personal
direction of the Prince de Joinville, and nearly two
hundred were rnade prisoners of war and conveyed
to AIgeria.
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The town of Mogador underwent the usual fate
of towns that have gone through such a fearful or­
deal. The sufferings and the alarm to which the
inhabitants were exposed by the bombardment itself
were almost light, compared with the merciless treat­
ment to which they were subjected by the Kabyles,
who plundered und destroyed their property, and
iIl-used them in the most cruel manne!'.

..A.mong those who escaped the dreadful fate that
threatened them on this unfortunate occasion, were
our Vice-Consul and his family. It was only by a
miracle, under Providence, that they succeeded in
effecting their deliverance from the miserable lot
that had already fallen upon so many others. But
the wue of that gentleman was fortunately not only
a woman of great spirit, of fearless character, and,
on occasions of difficulty 01' danger, displaying a
presence of mind which very few are able to emu­
late, she was also well acquainted with the country,
and had an intimate knowledge of the manners and
customs of the people. These qualifications, which
are of such inestimable service to anyone who is
compelled to settle in these lands, she had acquired
by carefully observing everything that carne under
her notice during a long residence in the country.

Our Vice-Consul, at the time of which 1 peak,
was a merchant, and according to the usual MooI'-
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ish custom and policy, was indebted to the Sultan
for import and export duties. Not being permitted
by the local allthorities to qllit the town when tbe
threatened bombardment was about to take place,
he was of course exposed to dangers of which those
who had fled and found refuge in the ships knew
nothing. This is an important fact, and requires
particular notice, for a case of this kind shows the
great impolicy of permitting consular officers to em­
bark in the enterprizes of trade. In an uncivilised
country like Morocco, where the people are ignorant
and prejudiced, and wbere they are quick to notice
any Httle thing tbat appears to derogate from the
power 01' dignity of an office that is invested with
any re ponsibility, the fact tbat consular officers are
engaged in the ordinary affairs of business greatly
interferes with their authority, and is often the
cause of much of tbe inefficiency with which tbey
have been occa ionally blamed. The representatives
of foreign governments must assume an independent
bearing, and be prepared to carry things with a high
hand, 01' they will find it difficult to execute the
simplest instructions of their superiors at home.
Tbis, 1 learn, has been so thoroughly understood by
our present energetic Chargé d'affaires, that, by
his suggestion, the whole consular system in Mo­
rocco, has been subjected to thorough revision, and
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we now po se san independent body of officers, who
will be able to assist him efficientIy in carrying out
the tipulations of a new commercial treaty, which,
after difficulties that only those who know omething
of tbe country can sufficiently apprehend, he has
been fortunate enough to extract from the Sultan
JeIulai Abderachman.

1
~..
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CHAPTER VIII.

Departure íroro Tangier-Ordered to the Canary Islands-A
Touch oí Sentiment on Leaving Familiar Scenes-Set Sail at
Tangier íor Cadíz-La. Taza. di Plata-The Bay oí Cadiz-­
Marketing at 8ea-Appearance oí the Town írom the Ship­
The Fortifications-Gay and Busy Aspect oí the treet.s­
The Balconies and Their Occupants-One Advantage oí
Narrow Streets-Shopkeepers oí al! ~T ations-Smith and
Jones in Cadiz-Calesas and Mules-The Attraction oí the
Cigar-The ...Taval Arsenal-The Cathedral-The De>erted
Bull-ring-The Old Capuchin Convent-~Iurillo's Last
1Vork-The l\fe1ancholy Death oí the Great Painter-The
Society oí C;1.tliz-Its Devotion to Business--Termination oí
Our hort Ykit-The Crowded teamer íor ville-Spanish
Ladies Travel with al! their Finery-Bonnets on the Back
oí the Head-The Ladies' Cigarette-Coarse Appearance oí
Old Spanish Women-Showy Dr and Dark Complexions
oí the ~len-Theatrical Appcarance oí the Children-The
Captain's CoIDÍorter-The Guadalquiver-The Uninteresting
Scenery on its Banks-Its Many Windings-Pictures oí
Bull-fights-Strange Preparations íor Breakfast--The Cap­
tain's Opinion oí English ailors.

WE passed altogetber nine years in Tangier, and
long befare tbat periad bad expired, we began to
feel that the time, which was to give lIS nn oppor-
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tunity of change from its now familiar sights, was
approaching with laggard steps. However pleas­
ing and striking it may be to read in books of the
splendours of Moorish costume, of the flash of the
Ioorish sabre, 01' of the varieties of Moorish life,

the reality generally turns out very different from
our preconceptions; and even if it quite carne up
to them, we should return, after having once sated
our curiosity, to the old and familiar associations
of home with new zest and pleasure. We had
now, however, been so long fixed in this silent city
that we began almost to consider it as a prison
to which we were condemned for the expiation of
sorne unknown offence; and although we could still
fix our gaze on the graceful Saracenic architecture,
and on the rich blossomings of nature in the
gorgeous f10wers of this sunny dime, these were
now regarded with a languid and weary glance;
they had lost a11 their power of entrancement; and
amid downy cushion, and trellised balconies, and
painted wa11s, we had almost resigned ourselves to
the hopeless dulness of despair, when, Allah-il·
Allah, the sound of deliverance carne, and the
captives were allowed to go free. In otber and
more prosaic words, instructions arrived trom the
Foreign Office, directing my husband to proceed
without delay as Consul to the Canary Islands.
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In such circumstances, most individuals are
generally conscious of sorne revulsion of feeling.
If the day that had been so anxiously looked for
was now come, we at the same time felt that we
could not break up a11 the associations that time
had twined around our hearts in this place without
a certain degree of regret that the parting hour had
arrived. We had formed many valued friend­
ships, and had been so happy as to fall in with
what young ladies term many sympathetic hearts,
and we now experienced that the ties of friend­
ship, extending perhaps over years, were not to be
burst asunder without a pang. Besides, there was
my cherished home, which 1 had made, in sorne sort,
a temple of art, bestowing no little care in training
the richly-coloured flowers to nm along its balo
conies, and in adorning its walls with the works of
my pencil-how was 1 to bid farewell to it, and
cast no lingering, longing look behind? But
sentiment is so entwined with all the scenes of
human life, and form so large and so delightful
a share of the existence of aH superior minds, that
we should regret if we aJso had not felt some degree
of its weakness, causing us to look back with
tender regret upon a past we must now for ever
leave behind, and to look forward, with refre hed
and renewed hope, to a future which every
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imagination, uve the roo t ickly, puint with sorne
bright colour, und which is a stage onward in that
ever-a cending cour e of exi tence which is o
beautifully depicted by Longfellow in bis "Ex­
celsior."

.Ah! what a strungely-mingled yarn is that
which composes the web of human Jife! How the
Real and the Ideal, as the German writers on Art
. ay, run into, unite with, and ínter ect each other
at a11 poínts! Here am 1 spealcing, like a board­
ing school young lady, of sad regrets and tender
longings, and of rainbow-coloured hopes, at the very
time that 1 bad to be thinlcing about the disposal of
my goods and cbattel. This is something like throw­
ing theglowing conceptions ofa Raphael and themo't
humbly familiar scene of a Dutch painting on tbe
same canva . However, 1 soon managed to di po e of
everything with which it was nece5~ary 01' adnsable
to part, and set about the disagreeable, but un·
avoidable, task of packing up for our removal.
The packing-cases, of which 1 have already spoken,
were again put to their legitimate, and, com­
pared with the purpo e which in my rooms they
had erved a ottoman, "ba e u e ," as Hamlet
says to Horatio. Their chan~e of de tination
reminded me of the melancholy de cent which time
gradually brings on the beautiful steed, which,
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from ambling in parks, 01' in fashionable promc­
nades, with youth and beauty on its back, falls
step by step, till it drags a pedlar's cart ayer the
muddy and rutty roads. But why should 1
moralize on packing-cases ? Few will consider them
so worthy a theme, even for my crude reflections,
as the stone in which Shakspeare found sermons,
01' the dead ass from which Sterne extracted
sentiment. The packing-cases were once more in
that station which it was some impropriety for them
ever to have abandoned, and we, having bid fare­
well to Tangier, were on the way to Cadiz, en
route to the Fortnnate Islands.

It is unnecessary to describe the voyage, for, in
the case of landsmen, the particulars of a passage
by sea are more a record of désagremens than of
any pleasurable sensations. Poets muy describe, in
glowing language, the magnificent expanse of the
ocean, its waves trembling in the sunlight, and its
richly-laden argosies; and painters may transfer to
their canvas its storm-tost billows, its Ione islands,
and its driving wrecks, but one day's experience of
the reality is sufficient to make any one of opinion
that it can be seen to greatest advantage from the
shore, and that poets and artists may best derive
conceptions of its grandeur and its beauty from
that prolific source whence many trustwortby per-
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sons draw their facts, namely, the imagination.
Throwing the veil of silence, therefore, over what
is by no means the most agreeable thing to
remember, we deem it sufficient to say that in
due time we arrived at Cadiz.

Cadiz, which is called by the Spaniards "La
Taza di Plata," 01' the ilver Cup, presented to us,
at first sight, a most agreeable contrast when
compared with Tangier. Where can a more beau­
tifuI and animating sight be seen than that which
the bay, with its clear blue waters, over which the
song of the mariner from numberless boats reaches
our ears, spreads out before us? Here vessels of
a11 nations are seen undel' their respective fiags ;
and in a11 directions round our ship, the water is
dotted with tiny white sail, which glitter in the
sunlight, as they skim over the surface of the bayo
Other boats, laden with their rich provision of
grapes, melons, and other fruits of the finest kind
and the richest colours, have drawn nenr to us, and
their owners are offering them for sale. There
is such a din and clatter of .oices all around, amI
snch eagerness to dispose of their perisbable
commodity to the best advantage, thut one cOllld
almost imagine he was in the midst of a fair 01'

market at sea. Then, turning towards the town,
bow inviting is the aspect under which it appears!
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Its white towers and houses, contrasted with the
soft deep azure of the sea, along which they are
built, are so dazzling tbat the eye, unaccustomed
to their brilliance, cannot continue to gaze long
upon them.

To a person who is entirely uninitiated in aU
tbe mysteries of defence, who has never read
Vauban, and who never intends to do so, Cadiz
appears to be protected by a formidable line of
fortifications. A..t least, from the sea it appears
to have its batteries, its casemates, its crenellated
battlements in aU directions. Fortunately, they
were only objects of curiosity 01' admiration to us;
and, after we had landed, we made our way, through
the gate, into the town, withont any opposition for
which we were not prepared. We found its
internal appearance to correspond, in rnany
respects, with its external aspecto Everywhere
there was bustle, rnirth, activity, und gaiety. The
narrow streets, with their 10ftY and picturesque
houses, were filled with un ever-changing crowd of
passengers, passing and repassing, sorne intent on
business, sorne on pleasure, but few presenting
that concentrated aspect of care, that wrink1e
across the brow, which is so frequently rnet with
in the crowded streets of the busy parts of
London, and, indeed, in most English commercÍal
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towns. Mules and their owners are pushing about
everywhere, before, behind, and between, without
the lighte~t re peet of per on, 01' regard to the
dre whieh rnay be injured.

The appearanee of the houses aIso is very
gay and attraetive. Exeeedingly high, as they
generally are, they are eovered, frorn over the shop­
[ront on the ground floor to the very top, with green
baleonies, every baleony haYing its flowers, its
singing birds, and its bright eye ; of the latter,
sorne gazing down 00 the erowds below, others
sending those expressive and fllrtive glanees whieh
indieate that a flirtation is eommeneing 01' going on
with sorne one in an oppo ite window. This win­
dow is so eonveniently near, that, when events have
progre sed o far, the parties can even hake hands
aero the nurrow treet, and thus find new means
for the transmi sion of entiment. ornetimes
mu ie beeornes the interpreter of the devotion of
heart, and expres ive panish air, aeeompanied
by the tone of the guitar, are, in every street, in
the eour.-e of being ung to, 01' at, ome fair un~een,

who, in an opposite window, i interpreting, 01'

re pondin (J' to, sound, the ol'igin and purport of
whieh he has doubtles sorne rea'on to know

pretty well.
hop of all da e~ Une the treet8; and the
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purchaser is waited upon by shopkeepers of aH
nations, al! eager to praise and to dispose of their
goods. Rere the Moor displays his leatber and
gilded wares, and there tbe Spaniard attracts your
notice to his cigars, his mantas, or bis rough silver
articles. There are even stores which rejoice in sorne
individuals of the universal tribes of the Smitbs or
the J ones as their proprietors; and there are many
French shops, of a cIass that abounds everywhere
out ofLondon, disposing of wbat they caH the most
recent Parisian novelties in every line of business.
Calesas are proceeding slowlyalong the streets, drawn
by mules adorned with tink1ing bells, the driver, with
a bouquet embroidered between his shoulders, sitting
on the shafts, smoking his cigar, and talking to the
animals which so faithfulIy and constantly serve him.

As the hottest part of the day is already passed,
the Plaza is now in a delightful condition for the
promenade, and the Spanish ladies come forth in
crowds to enjoy the cool evening air under the
shade of its vine-cIad terraces. They aH wear the
graceful mantilla; and the fan, whích is in perpetual
motion, keeping up, at the same time, a sbarp
cIicking noise, is never out of tbeir hands. Their
admirers, too, dressed in abad imitation of the
French costume, are there; but tbey appear to be
chiefiy devoted to their cigars, which tbey are con-
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stantly smoking, paying littIe attention to anything
else that is passing before thero.

With alI the animation of its street scenes, how­
ever, and with alI the beauty of its appearance
from the bay, there is little of permanent interest to
delay the travelIer in Cadiz. Its once magnificent
naval arsenal now only suggests the remembrance
of its former glory, and is at present almost
deserted. The cathedral, which is one of the prin­
cipal features of the town, is undoubtedly very
showy, so far as appearance goes; but, judged by
the prinlúples of a more judicious tuste, it is in the
main a meretricious mass of marble and ornament,
presenting no particular architecturaI beauty on
which one, who has the most ordinary discernment
in such matters, wouId linger for a momento It
has been finished, of course, at a very great cost,
principalIy at the expense of the late Bishop, who,
afier so munificently disposing of his wealth, died
in poverty. The bull-ring, from the force of the
waves dashing constantly against it, is now almost
entireJy in ruins, and consequently deserted, re­
maining a characteristic fragment, commemorating
the zeal and devotion with which the Spaniards
used to foIlow their favourite national sport. It is
situated almost under the shadow of the old
Capuchin convent, which has been turned aside
W~L 1
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from its old purpose, and is transformed into a
sehool where the young reeeive the benefits of edu­
cation. Its once extensive and blooming gardens
are 1l0W a wilderness, untended and uncared for, with
bere and there a stately palm towering up among
its weeds. But the ehief object of interest witbin
tbe walls of tbe convent is the painting that adorns
the altar, the last great effort of Murillo, who fell
fi'om the scaffold on which he stood while engaged in
this magnificent work of his pencil, and was so
severely injured that he died sbortly afier at
Seville, wbere he first s80w the ligbt, and whither
be w80s carried to die. This noble work of 8ort,
which is associated with a circumstance of so
melancholy a character, represents the marriage of
Sto Catherine with the Church, and exhibits some
of those finer traits for which the paintings of
trus artist are remarkable.

Although there is a good deal of pleasant
society to be met with in Cadiz, it is chiefiy by
the constant movement, variety, and activity of its
out-of-door life that it is distinguished. Business
reigns supreme everywhere, and there are few indi­
viduals in ¡he town who are not more 01' less imme­
diately interested in its afI'airs. Every street is a
line of shops, and with the sole exception of the
Darrow causeway that communicates with the
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mainland, barter is the order of the day in every
direction. There are none of those lonely and
quiet street, the abode of a re pectable da of
society in easy circum tances, and which often
di play considerable elegance and neatness in the
appearance of their houses and gardens, such as are
to be found in every provincial town in England.
The most congenial amu ement in Cadiz is to walk
up one street and down another, watching the
ever-varying crowd, a , with all the restless variety
of figures in a kaleidoscope, it presents to the
curious looker-on its constantly-changing spectacle
oí life and movement.

Bnt whatever pleasure there may be in regarding
a scene of so much activity, its very variety soon
becomes monotonous, and we are prepared to wel­
come any change that will introduce liS to a
different, or to a more qlúet, locality. We were,
therefore, by no means di appointed when we
found our elve ready to bid farewell to Cadiz.
We accordingly went on board the teamer for

eville, which wa o crowded with passengers that
it looked likc a hive of bees, or like a unday
Richmond teamer on the Thame. There was a
con iderable number of ladie among our fellow­
passengers; and as panish ladies generally do on
~uch occasions, they had a11 arrayed them elves

1 2
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in their finest dresses. Some wore the beautiful
and becoming lace mantilla; others had arrayed
themselves in many-colonred garments, and by no
means improved their appearance by the awkward­
looking and over-trimmed bonnets which they
wore. It has often been remarked, indeed, that
the Spanish woman always puts her bonnet either
too much off or too much on her head. This,
however, is 'probably unavoidable, for nature has
so liberally bestowed upon them the most luxurious
abundance of beautiful dark hair, tbat it is impos­
sible to confine it within the limits of any ordinary­
sized bonnet. The fans, as usual, were prominently
displayed, and were kept in a state of constant
motion. Sorne ladies beguiled the time by smoking
the little white-paper Spanish cigarettes, one, as 1
understood, baving despatcbed no fewer than five
before breakfast.

Several old hags, too, of most repulsive appear­
ance, such as we see only in these exceedingly
warm southern countries, joined the company
already on board. They were by no means the
most agreeable objects t,o look upon, and 1 can
scarcely suppose 1 shall find it a more agreeable
task to describe them. They were extremely
coarse and masculine in appearance. Their faces,
the skin of which was like leather, and crossed in
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a11 directíons by innumerable deep wrink1es, míght
more readíIy have been taken for those of the
sterner and rougher ex, the grizzly beard which
covered their chin , and the dark mou tache which
haded their upper lip, as weIl a theír rem'arkably

gruff voice, almo t changing any doubt we might
have on the matter into certainty. However, a
we knew beforehand what we had to anticipate in
the appearance of pani h women of the humbler
cla ses who have attained a certaín period of life,
in many cases not a very advanced one, and as we
saw that they wore unmistakably feminine habili·
ments, we had no alternative but to dispel our
doubts, and fo admit that they couId Iay cIaim to
a11 the privileges-beauty always excepted-of the
softer and fairer sexo The few remaining hairs
that they had were o tíghtIy drawn up from the
forehead to the top of their beads, that their faces
appeared to be in the mo t disagreeable and pain­
fuI state of tensíon, a if an effort had been made
to draw them too up to tbe ame unnaturaI eleva­
tíon. The huir, thus collected on the summit of
their craniums, terminated in a sort of knot, round
which a piece of greasy tape was tied, which
looked like a Iittle grey sprig fastened on their
heads as an ornamento They were surrounded by
a number of children; they carried in their hands
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118 SIXTEEN YEáRS OF AN ARTl~T'S LIFE IN

their baskets and bird-cages; and they made the
usual display of their Spanish crockery.

Tbe men whom 'lVe saw on board bad rich dark
olive complexions, and were arrayed in a very
becoming costume. Round their waists they wore
shawls of China crape, showily adorned with many
un embroidered blue rose and yellow tulip, and 1
was particularly struck with the white boots in which
they strode the deck. Judging by their appearance,
1 took them to be boatmen; yet their dress, includ­
ing even the foresuid boots, was in all respects well
mude and scrupulously dean. There were other
roen who wore embroidered jackets, baskets of
flowers being worked upon thern, while the sleeves
were ornarnented with patches of velvet. On their
breasts they had showy rosettes, u'om which were
suspended silver tags, that sparkled and glittered
in the sun.

Many of the little children that carne on board
were most fantastically and showily dressed. Tbey
were equipped as if tbey were intended rather to
figure in tbe ballet at the Opera House, or to
represent popular angels in the theatre, the wings
only being wanting, than to take their passage on
a steamer, where there is so much that renders a
coarser and more substantial equipment advisable.

The passengers being now all on board, and the bell
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that announced the time of departure having been
rung, the captain, who had unfortunately caught a
severe col<l, and had turned his ample beard to ~ome

servicealJle purpose by tucking it into his coat and
wearingit like a comforter, gave thewordofcommand,
and the "Pensamiento" paddled away across the bayo

The scenery at first, if not remarkably beautiful,
was interesting, and even presented some points
worthy of admiration. In the distance appeared
the Ronda hills; and between the contrasting
features of sea and land, together with the ani4
mated crowd of passengers of whom we formed a
part, everything seemed promising, sparkling at
once with the light of hope and in the 1'ays of the
sun; but it was not long that we were to be de­
lighted with this fair prospect, seeing that we
were now approaching the entrance of the far-famed
Guadalquiver, which is the beginning of a panorama
of river scene1'Y that has no pretensions to beauty,
but is rem9.rkable only for its extreme dulness and
monotony, relieved solely by the windings of the
river, which twists and turns like a ravelled ball of
cotton. So frequent and sharp are the bends which
it takes, now in a forward, and then in a backward
dírection, that in two hours after entering it, the
steamer is nearer to Cadiz in such a straight Hne
as the bird would fiy, than it was during the first

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



120 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE l.

half hour 01' so after we had left the open sea.
We had passed a little becalmed sailing boat, the
only novel incident of the voyage, about three
quarters of an hour befare; and now, such is the
deceptive appearance produced by the uuexpected
windings of the river, it seems to be several miles
in advance of uso The Forth near Stirling presents,
in many respects, very similar features, the castle·
rock, with its palace and its embattled wal1s appear­
ing at one moment right in front of the spectator,
and in another, as if at the command of some all­
potent magician, it is as far behind him.

As there was now little 01' nothing to be seen on
deck, we proceeded below to the cabin, which we
found to be only a pOOl' substitute even for the
sameness and monotony of the dreary Guadalquiver.
We could scarcely find a spot on which to rest our·
selves, most of the horse·hair sofas being already
occupied by several unfortunate passengers, who
were apparently suffering a11 t11e unpitied pangs of
sea-sickness even on the river. Fortunately 1 cast
my eyes on a series of pictures representing the
bull·fights of Seville, and 1 was able to pass the
time without weariness in examining them, for
every stage of these cruel and barbarous entertllin·
ments was so faithfully and accurately represented,
that even the individual who had never witnessed
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the reality, might be enabled to forro a sufficiently
correct conception of the various parts of the spec·
tacle, which is said to be so fascinating to almost
an Spaniards without exception. The odd spaces
on the walls of the cabin were filled up with gaudy
coloured prints, representing the successive events
in the conquest of Mexico; but none of them pre­
sented anything particularly worthy of notice.

In the meantime, from the preparations that were
making, we began to see that breakfast was "100m­
ing in the distance,"-a most agreeable diversion it
would prove, after the weary and monotonous time
we had been passing, every source of amusement
having now been exhausted. We watched an the
processes of preparation with an interest that only
those who have themselves been in similar circum­
stances can appreciate. othing escaped our
attentive observation, not even the little pIates of
pickles with which the table was dotted, the jugs
of cold water, of which there was an abundant
supply, nor the provision of tooth-picks which,
somewhat to our astonishment, were interspersed
among the other articles with which the table was
covered. When all was ready, the captain, of
whom we had seen very little, made his appear­
ance, and took his seat at the head of the table;
but we were the only passengers who were in a
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122 SIXTEEN YEARS üF AN ARTIST'S LIFE l.

condition to join him in the discussion of the
" bifteck," the enjoyment of the cold water, 01' the
use of the tooth-picks with hich we had been so
charitably served. None of the other passengers
made their appearance at the table, many of them
being probably too ilI, and to others the cost of
breakfast making too serious a demand on tbeir
pockets. The captain, we soon discovered, was
not of a very sociable turn; but as even the bear

has its foible, and may be deluded into affa­
bility, at least for a time, so we had no doubt of
being able, by a little art, to draw out the captain,
to make him more conversible, and to obtain some
information from him. Accordingly, a well put in
inquiry after his cold, and sorne quiet attention to
the history of it, how it had been caught, how
much he suffered from it, what means he
took to cure it, and when he hoped to get
rid of it, and by managing, along with this, to
draw out sorne additional particulars regarding
himself, gradually wheedled him into some sociable
conversation, in the course of which he informed
us that river navigation was not to his taste,
and tbat he preferred the sea, to which our
remarks were thus graduaIly ledo One piece of
information he gave us was that the Spaniards
are the most careful and prudent sailors in the
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world, and that they never, when it can be
avoided, expose their vcssels to the same risks
into which the seamen of other maritime nations
so frequently run, to the imminent danger of their
own lives, and the probable 10ss of the cargo which
is comrnitted to their charge. In support of
his statement, he instanced the case of an English
ship of war which he had himself seen at the Cape,
from which it set sail at the same time as the
Spanish vessel in which he himself was; and
although, according to aH the signs so weIl under­
stood by searnen, there was every appearance of the
approach of a heavy storm, J ack Tar, with that
foolhardiness which he so ofien displays, would
take no warning, would have aIl his sails set, and
would not take in a single one. Our captain
would not, on any account, trust his life in an
English ship, where there was so much of what he
considered thoughUess and imprudent daring; for,
on so uncertain and unstable an element as the
sea, no amount of care was more than sufficient;
there was no fear of being beyond measure prudent ;
whereas, as far as both the mercantile and war
vessels of the British marine were concerned, his
decíded opinion was, that Englishmen are, in plain
terms, mad, and how so many escaped the fate
which they provoked by their short-sighted folly,

J
~

"
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124 IXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE 1

how a much greater number of vesse1s were not
Iost, he was at a 10ss to tell, and as it was, about
seven English ships to one panísh, he assured us,
were annually 10st.

"But how is it," 1 said, "that you a1ways have
English engineers on board your steamer ?"

" We have not a sufficient number of paní h
ones," was bis rep1y; after which, 1ighting bis
cigar, he again went on deck, to take note of the
progre s of bis vessel.
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CHAPTER IX.

A Conversation with the otch Engineer-8cotch and Spanísh
Engineers-Mrs. Dolores McFarlane- prigs oí the Thistle
and Olive-An Obliging Offer-Distant View of Seville­
The Giralda-Land at the Public Promenade-Las Delicias
-Our Luggage Examined by Custom-HQUS6 Officers, Priests,
Beggars, and Boya - The Annoyancea oí Landing in &

Strange Town--Servic offered to "~1ilor" mith-Mar­
shalled through the treets by a Cicerone-The lauy­
Coloured Awnings-The Calle del I-The" Refresco"
Booths--Their Gaudy Appearance-The Numerous Cus­
tomers-E timation in which the English are held-English
Money highly valued-Seville by ~~ight-Brilliant Appear­
ance oí the llluminated Patio---Family Reuniollll--The
Guitar, Castanet, and guidilla-The Architecture oí Seville
-8trange Union oí Different tyles-Irregularity oí the

treets and Hou.ses-TheHotel Full-Putourselves under tha
Direction oí the tell"aro-Talcen to a Sorry Boarding Hou.se
-Good Acco=odation according to panish Ideas-The
Miseri oí a Tight.

As we proceeded up the river, I perceived in
the midst of the passengers, all no\'{ assembled on

deck, an individual whom I had not before noticed,
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126 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

and who had now probably made his appearance
for the first time from those lower regions where
the movements of the engine are directed. It was
quite impossible to mistake that honest, homeIy
face. Deeply begrimed as it was by repeated
layers of coal-dust, 1 at once saw that it was no
dark olive compIexion that was concealed beneath,
but as the light blue eyes and the sandy hair also
led me to imagine, a countenance of unmistakably
northern origino Assuming the privilege of com­
patriotship in a foreign land, 1 at once waIked up
to this individual, and addressing him in English
without any hesitation, said:-

" Good morning."
" 1 hope 1 see you weIl," he replied, in a voice

which was as decidedly o~ the broadest Scotch as
if he had spent the last twenty years of his life in
the lowlands of Scotland, instead of on the
steamers and ·in the towns of Andalusia.

But 1 must formally introduce my readers to M:r.
Alexander McFarlane, the engineer of the vessel,
for such were the unequivocally pure Caledonian
names, Christian and surname, by which he was
known.

"And how do you like this life, Mr. :McFar­
lane?" 1 asked.

" Oh," he replíed, "pretty weIl; I've got used
to it now."
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In the eourse of conversation 1 also learned that
he was a Benedick, for in the belief that it was not
good for engineers to be alone, be had done tbe
Andalusian fair the honour of eleeting one from
among them as the mistre s of hi heart and bome.
Aceordingly, sorne former Inez or Dolores was
now, by the magic wand of matrimony, tran formed
into Ar . Alexander AcFarlane-a process similar
to tbat by wbicb the maid of Greece became Mrs.
Black, tbe wife of a Scottish huc:;band also.

" And have you any family, ~lr. McFarlane? "
I very naturally asked.

"Oh, yes, I've got sorne youngsters," be
replied, and ye'll soon see tbem, mem, for 1 daur
say tbey'll a' come aboard, when we get to the
landin'.

But as he did not seem much disposed to be
communicative on the subject of bis family, and 1
till felt some curio ity to know a little more about

his po ition, 1 gave tbe conver ation another airee­
tion, and asked him how be got on with the
eaptain.

" Weel," he ~aid, "tbat ji t wbere it is; hOO
an' me eouldna agree at first about what wa my
duty, an' wbat was bis; but at la t 1 tell't him
plainly in bis ain lingo, for 1 can manage now to
make my el' understood in it, tbat 1 expected to
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have a clear understanding wi' him, and that
naething else would do but that he mu t keep to
hisself, and 1 would keep to my elf."

"A very good resolution," 1 replied; but the
captain," 1 added, "doe not seem to like the
English much, either. 1 have been a kinlJ' him
how it i that they alway employ Engli h en­
gineer, and he ays they are forced to do so
because there are not enough of panish ones."

" It would ha' been truer if he had said nane at
a'," was MI'. McFarlane's remark, uttered in a tone
which indicated no small amount of contempt for
Iberian talent in that lineo

" What !" 1 said; "do you mean to say that
there are no native panish engineers, men capable
of keeping the machinery of the vessel in order,
and of directing the engines when the steamer is on
her passage ? "

" Ah! there ye've hit the richt nail on the head.
Doubtles, there are ome that ca' them elves
engineers, an' pretend to under tand a' about the
engines; but the fact i~, there's not one of them
that kens his busine s. Why, the captaiu once
tried to get rid o' me an' the second engineer, him
that was wi' me when we ran up the coa t, an' in
our place they got twa Spanish lubbers at half
price."
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" Indeed! and how did they get on?" 1 asked,
rather interrupting the peaker.

" How did they get on? Ye may well ask tbat.
Od, they went and burnt the bottoms out of the
boilers on the very fir t voyage; and when they
saw what a me s their fine new engineers had
made, for a' that's new promises well, they were
glad enough, 1 can assure '!fou, mem, to get us
back again."

" And 1 hope you and the captain get on better
together now," 1 said.

" Oh yes, now, for ays 1 to him, only on those
terms do 1 come back to the steamer again, that
you keep to your place un' 1 keep to mine. 1
dinno. interfere with you about the steering of the
ship, and 1 dinna want to be interfered with about
keeping the engines in order."

" WeH, as they sometimes say that lrishmen are
never so good friends as ju t after they have had a
good fight, 1 hope it will be the same with you
and the captain, and that, for the time to come,
everything will get on as moothly and plea'antly
as your own machinery just after you have given it
a. good oiling."

"Much obliged to you, mem, for your kind
wishes, but here we are now-ah! and here come

VOL 1. K
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130 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

my wife an' tbe bairns, bless tbeir bonnie brown
faces."

And, sure enough, at tbis very moment, a
young Spanish woman, very pretty and very pre­
possessing, came on board to welcome Sandy home
after his passage. This was Dolores l\.fcFarlane,
the wife of the Scotch engineer, who hastened
forward to meet her husband, followed by her
three cbildren, sprigs of the thistle of Scotland
grafted on the olive of Spain. The latter, like the
other Spanish children 1 had already noticed, were
dressed in a very showy style, bordering on the
theatrical, and, as they came pressing towards
their father, were, each in its turn, lifted up in his
grimy arms, wbile, in token of his joy at seeing
them, he imprinted on their lips sn aifectionate
kiss. Dolores herself, notwithstanding the fancy
that had induüed her to mate herself with a hus·
band from Presbyterian Scotland, was in all
respects, as far as visible appearances went, a
genuine Spanish woman. In complexion, she was
of tbat deep, rich and glowing olive, which is met
nowhere in such perfection as in this land of
guitars and bull-fights. The elegant lace mantilla,
withont which a woman scarcely ventures to sbow
herself in tbe streets, hung gracefully over her
shoulders. Her dark and luxuriant hair, the only
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ornament of which was a bright carnation, was in
matchless order, having eyidently been arranO'ed
with that care which howed tbat be was qnite
sen ible of it value a an adornment to her per on.
The everla ·ting fun, of cour e, wa in her hand ;
and as she kept moving it perpetua11y to and fro,
the jewe11ed ring on her fingers sparkled with a
brigbtnes matched only by the incomparable
In tre of her dark eye~.

We had no great difficnlty in obtaining the
acqnaintance of Dolore , and in entering into con­
versation with her. She was far more communica­
tive and chatty than her cotti h husband, and as
well bred, as easy and graceful in a11 her motions,
as any lady in Spain 01' out of it. It was really an
amu ing treat to ob erve the contra t between the
Andalusian elegance of the wife and the heavy,
uncouth, and awkward manner of her lord.

othing could exceed the politene of the former,
as he profe ed ber readines to be of service to
me in any way 1 might require, and even placed
her babie at my "di posicion," an offer which of
course, however agreeable, 1 found it not quite
convenient to accept.

But all tbis time the steamer had been making
progre~ , and was now drawing near to her de tina­
tion. Tbe outlines of the towers and teeples of

K2
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Seville, at first dim and indi tinct, were now
clearly perceptible in a11 their graceful proportions
and rich architecture, as they rose into the bIne
unclouded atmosphere. The Moorish tower of the
Giralda was also plainly in sight, rising high aboye
aH surrounding objects, the rich green foliage of
the trees, from among which, in the distance, it
seemed to shoot out, forming a pleasing contrast
with its light and graceful Saracenic ornaments.
It was evening when the steamer at last drew up
alongside the public promenade, very appropriately
caBed "Las Delicias;" for, after the oppressive
heat, the monotonous languor of the day, who
could imagine a chantre more welcome and agree­
able than that from the sultry streets to the cool
and shaded allées to which the inhabitants resort in
crowds? Even at the Ianding place we obtained a
foretaste of its delights; for, on stepping ashore
from the steamer, we found ourselves under the
cooling shade of the trees that grew along the
hanks oí the river.

If we felt disposed, however, to give ourselves to
those "delicias" which the name and the appear­
ance of the promenade prepare us to expect, we
were soon reminded that other matters had tú be
attended to before the dolce lar niente of languid
repose and grateful shade could be enjoyed. In thc
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first place, we hall to run through the gauntlet of
the Custom-House officers, to whose inspection our
luggage had to be submitted. Our various boxes
and trunks were opened in succession, and the con­
tents leisurely tm'ned out on the road to be roughly
handled and examined, while priests and beggars,
finely-dressed ladies and coarse coulltrywornen, with
the usual proportion of children that never fail to
swell a crowd, gathered around to gratify their
curiosity and express their adrniration. In the
rneantirne, porters and valets de place crowd around
ns, clarnorouslyand eagerly offering their services.
Cards of hotels and boarding-houses are thrust into
our hands on all sides; and sorne who are delighted
to rnake a display of their knowledge of English
requirernents, and of the titles which are tagged to
every English narne on the Continent, express their
willingness to take "Milor Smith " to the best hotel
in the town. At length the tedious process oí
exarnination is finished, everything is huddled back,
in sorne rnanner or other, into its place, our boxes
are locked, and we are permitted to proceed. Our
Iandillg troubles being thus overcome, and our lug­
gage deposited on the shoulders of sorne half-dozen
porters, one of the professional "ciceroni," whose
proffered services have been accepted, marshaIs ns
through the dust--which has been raised in cloud
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by the restless crowd-onwards towards his favourite
hotel. When we get into the streets of the town,
we feeI that the nir is still bot and sultry, notwith­
standing tbe awnings, composed of patches of clotb,
linen, &c., of aH sizes, sbapes, and colours, which
are extended from bouse to house, sheltering tbe
passenger below, and tbe various articles exposed
in the shops, from the direct rays of the southern
sun.

As we proceeded onwards, we kept our eyes open,
determined to see and learn an we could during tbe
sbort time we were to be in Spain. We were now
in the street known as the "Calle del 01," on
either side of which we observed the shops for the
sale of various kinds of leather work, and for those
rich ornamental trappings with which the mules are
so profusely adorned in Spain. But wbat strikes
the visitor most is the sbowy booth standing out
here and there in tbe road. In an directions we
see tbem, variously ornamented according to the
taste of their proprietors, who stand within selling
the "refresco," of ,rhich they have several kinds,
tbat which is thc greatcst favourite with the major­
ity being called "agras." It is prepared fi'om the
juice of sour grapes, and forros a particularly agree­
able and refreshing draught, especially in such
sultry weather as is so common in Spain. When
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this welcome "refresco" is to be had, it is adver­
tised by means of bunches of unripe grapes sus­
pended from the little stalactite ornaments of the
projecting roof. And wbat a profusion of ornament
is displayed about tbe stand on which the glasses
are disposed! As our theatrical managers say on
the announcement of a new play, "no expense is
spared " in rendering them as attractive as possible,
so that tbe patronage may be the more uninter­
rupted. In the first place, they were gaily painted
with the gaudiest looking fiowers, 01' were adorned
with carving in arabesque patterns; and tben bou­
quets of real fiowers, glass ve seIs witb gold fisb,
fine towels, jars of water, and glasses of gigantic
dimensions were disposed upon their surface.

Theproprietorsofthese attractive booths appeared
to be carrying on a prosperous trade, as the demand
for refrescos scarcely ever abated for a momento
Lounging about on forms were countrymen and
gaily dressed girls, aH eager for the cooling draught,
und no less anxious to get a sigbt of tbe foreign
visitor , whom they bail with the words, "Mascara,
Ingles!" or "Mascara, Frances," according to the
idea they have formed as to tbeir nationality. 1
am sorry to say that the expressions with wbich
tbey welcomed tbe appearance of tbe "Ingleses"
among them said little for their politeness, and were
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by no means complimentary to uso PresuminO'
upon that ignorance of the Spanish language which
they had previously remarkeu in most ofthe English
who had already honoured them with a visit, the
coarsest applications, even such as "Bruto," were
freely bestowed upon uso The greater nnmber
of paniards have no grateful remembrance of the
English b100d and treasure that h~ve been so free1y
expended for them; and perhaps few of them pow
know tbat, bad it not been for tbe eiforts of beretical
England, tbeir country might have remained much
longer under tbe galling yoke of Frunce thun it
actually did. The on1y thing Eng1ish that paniards
can now appreciate, is English money, for which
they will cringe and fawn to any extent, but which
will never gain their friendship or their good word.

ight was coming on as we passed through the
streets on tbe \Vay to an hotel, and we could not
but remark how much it increa ed the beauty and
interest of the scene, on which we lingered to gaze,
and from which we could not witbhold our expres­
sions of uelighted admiration. The marb1e courts
of the houses-the patios-in which the famiIy
reside as long as the fine summer weather makes the
open air more agreeable than the she1ter of a roof,
are a11 lighted up, the light casting its refiection on
the sparkling fountain in the centre, wbicb sends its

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



MOROCCO, SP.iI~, AND THE CANARY ISLANDS. 137

silvery shower over the light flowers around it.
Large shrubs of myrtle and box, of oleander and
orange, are arranged with considerable taste about
the patio, adding to the elegance of its appearance,
and diffusing aH around their rich and pleasant
odours. Carpets are pread upon the grounu, and
the inmates recline on sofas ann ottomans in the
midst, enjoying the cool shade and the subdueu light
of the suspended lamps, and listening perhaps to
the tones of the piano, which sorne member of the
family is playing. But there are also sounds more
closely associated with pain, for from many such
family reunions, the musie of the guitar and the
regulated rattle of tbe eastanet, aceompanying the
seguidilla, reaeh tbe ear, barmonized by distance
into melody. Painting, too, adds its beauty to a
seene wbieh nature, mu ie, and song, have already
contributed to make so interesting. Tbe dry
atmosphere of Spain permits the productions of its
artists to be suspended along the walls of the patio
as safely as in an apartment; and the eye ean
gaze bere upon the eopy of a )furillo, or upon
sorne original of the modern Spanish sehool of arto

Exeept during tbe warm months of ummer, tbe
family reside in tbe upper apartments, and the
patio is deserted. But as soon as the heat will

warrant the ehange, tbe migration from the upper
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story to the ground floor takes place; and the
furniture is un moved down either to the patio, or
to the rooms leading irnmediately out of it. For
those who can sympathize with the inhabitants .of
southern c1imes in their love of the dolce lar niente,
it is difficult to conceive a more delightful existence
than that which the family lead in these fairy-like
courts, with their marble pillars, their niches, and
their fountains. As the entrances to patios are a11
open, and the doors are formed of open iron work,
the above-mentioned details of the familiar life
within are an visible from the street; and when the
lounger turns into them, in tead of the hot atmos­
phere in which he has been panting, n refreshing
air, cooled by the sparkling water of the fountains,
blows softly llpon him; the eye looks down with
pIeasure on the wen watered marble floor instead
of the dusty treet; und the orange and other
perfumes, which are diffu ed around, are inhaled
with a sensation ofinexpressible delight.

The general style ofbuilding i much after the
Moorish fa hion, the architecture being light and
graceful, and evidently a remnant of the times when
the !Io lem held dominion in these parts. The
cross, however, having long supplanted the crescent,
a strange mingling of different styles is perceptible
in the architecture of the town, and may be observed
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even in fragments which still remain of buildings
erected by tbe Moors. The streets and houses
consequently present an appearance of great irregu­
larity; it is difficult to say to what style some of tbe
principal edifices belong; and tbe aspect of Seville
may be described as altogether sui generis, fol' 1
have never seen any otber place at all resembling
it. Thel'e are undoubtedly many fine buildings in
the town, but they are too confined; the space
around them, as is the case also with many of our
cathedrals, being so limited, that there is no point
from which they can be seen to advantage.

But while we are thus arrested in our way by
the street and house scenes of this Spullish town,
we are forgetting how much we stand in need of
rest, and tbat we still have to engage our apartments
in tbe hotel. Unfortunately, the one to which we
desired to go was found, when we reached it, to be
quite full, and unable to provide accommodation for
a single additional inmate. Tbis was a dilemma
which we had not anticipated, and our disappoint­
ment was accordingly great. What wel'e we now
to do? We were unfortunately in a condition sorne­
what re embling that of tbe drowning mariner wbo
is ready to catch at a straw; and in an evil bour
we lis tened to the advice of the steward of tbe
steamer, who had accompanied us on shore. Being
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paid by sorne of the inferior boarding houses to
take passengers to thern, he of course recornrnended
one of these places to us, expatiating eloquently
upon the cornforts we should find there, and assuring
us that aH who had ever foHowed bis advice, and
had gone to the house in question, had never re­
gretted it. As we had now no alternative, we
placed ourselves under bis guidance, and rnost
unwillingly directed our steps to the hotel which
enjoyed the benefit of his patronage.

On at last arriving at one of the elegant
ironwork gate which, when open, admit us to the
patio, we found that the house was really good­
looking and inviting as far as the exterior was
concerned. Making our way into the patio, we per­
ceived a group of wornen seated and reclining about
it. On enquiring if we could have the accornrno­
dation we required, they began to consult together
in Spanish; but in consequence of sorne intelli­
gible signal from the steward, to the eifect that 1
understood the language, they lowered the tone of
their voice, descending to a mysterious und confi­
dential whisper, which they kept up for about twenty
minutes. The téte-b,-téte ended at last, however, and
we were informed that, with sorne reluctance, but be­
ing desirous ofaccommodating us, they had consented
to give us one room. Those who have any expe-
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cimental knowledge of the climate of pain, of the
apartments in its inferior hotels, and oí the habits
of the people, will be able to form some estimation
of the boon which was confelTed upon us in the
allotment oí a single room to three persons. But
as we could get nothing better, we were forced to
be contento Shall we ever forget the miseries oí
that night, the close room and the heated atmo ­
phere, but, aboye all, tho e lively accompaniments
that murder sleep in the inns oí pain. If asked
to recount the dire experiences of that night, in what
more appropriate language could we couch oul'
reply than that with which the pious .lEneas"
replied to the Carthagenian Queen when, on the
opposite caast, sbe asked him to recount tbe fates
he had undergone.

Yei:1, well might we exclaim :-
"Infandum, regina, jubes renovare dolorem."
However, the roughe t night will come to an end,

and howeve1' slowly, to one who is sufferíng the
purgatorial penance of a "panish bed, daylight may
be in "gilding the top of yon high eastern hill,"
01', to speak more prosaically, in making our bed­
post visible, it did at last show itself, and never
was the sound of trickling water a herald of
greater joy to the ears of the thirsty pilgrim in the
desert than was the fi1'st flush of daylight to us,

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



142 SIXTEE, YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

poor mortals, on whom so many-and-(if 1 knew
their Latin 01' scientific appeIlations, 1 would name
them) had becn battening throughout the whole
night. Oh, with what eagerness we rushed out to
drink in the fresh air, to cool our distempered
blood, to soothe our irritated temper! We walked
about the streets of Seville with a sense of indescri·
bable delight. We were not so much taken up
with noticing the novel aspect of the city in the
early morning, as in enjoying the delightfhl sense of
having our lungs invigorated with fresh air, whilst
we felt beyond expression grateful that we had got
out of the clutches of last night's tormentors.
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CHAPTER X.

A Spanish Family ene-Music 13th Charms-A panish woman
en Deshabille-A No.el Breakfast Scene-Doña Dolores-
panish ¡Tames-Lady Oracle-A imple Toilet-TheMarine

Officer at Ea.se in His Inn-His Politeness to His Fellow­
guest&-The Fa.oured Boarder-Don Fernando, the Go­
vernment Employé-Promotion to Brevet Rank-La
Consula Inglesa-Ignorance regarding England-Ludicrous
Quastions--The Padre forros a Good Opinion of Me-The
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Chief Rabbi-Marriage of
the Clergy-The ...T umerous ... ephews and ...Tiecas oí panish
Churchmen - Englishmen after Dinner - weatmeats and

ratching-Another alle-a-Jlanger ProJlOlied-Heat oí the
Weather-Dinner interrupted by a torm-l'he Patio Deluged
-The Company Retire to my Bodroom-Garlic and Tobacoo­
moke-A Happy Deli.erance--Spanish Gipsies-Departure

oí my Fellow-Lodgers-Doña Dolores and Aña. Bolen.a-The
Boarding-Houses oí ville-John Bull Abroad.

IN due time, under the influence of this beneficent
hygiene, which, after all, is more efi'ective than any
in the pbarmacopreia, we recovered our spirits; our
rougbened tempers were smoothed over ; hope whis·
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pered its fiattering tale, that even after such a night
might come a better day; and undel' the combined
infiuence of air and exercise, we began to feel the
cravings of appetite, aild had no difficulty in deci­
ding that we were quite ready for breakfast. We
accordingly returned to our hotel 01' boarding house
about nine o'clock, with the intention of getting
through with this great preliminary of the day, be­
fore we began to think of its more important occu­
pations 01' pleasures. On inquiring where we were
to have breakfast, we were shown into a miserable
den, with no legitimate 01' independent entrance, as
every way by which it could be approached led
through some other room 01' passage, all of which,
like the one to which we were now introduced, were
anything but prepossessing in appearance, present­
ing to the eye confused masses of litter. In a place
where every idea of order seemed to be quite strange
to the inmates, we had no reason to be surprised
when we found that confusion míght truly be saíd
to have done his masterpiece, for every article was
lying about pell-mell, and ifanything really was in
its right place, it was on1y by a mistake 01' a miracle
that it was so.

So this is the breakfast-room, we said to each
other, in undisguised astonishment. A.nd let the
reader on1y picture to his imagination the spectac1e
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which pre ented it eIf to our eye , and he wiII not
wonder that we could 'carcely give credence to the
te timony of our ense '. In the tir t place, a
before remarked, nothing wa in it riO"ht place.
Heap of litter were piled on the floor, and the chair
were occupied in uch a way a~ to ,how they were
not intended fOl sitting upon. The table on which
the breakfast-things were to be laid, wa not yet
cleared of tho -e in truments of torture to a panish
child, and to a good lllauy children el ewhere, soap
and water; and of cour'e it wa a11 bespattered with
the soapy liquid in which the young martyr had been
undergoing the proces of purification. By the time
we made our appearance, the nfi'ering young lady
had fortunately recoyered from the efi'ect of the
operation; and, after the purgatory through which
he had pa .:-ed, wa' happy in the enjoyment which

follow it. he wa' now out ide on the balcony,
with her feet thru t through the interstice' of it
iron raiL, and with the exception of a fan, which in

pani h life may be said to be indi pen able in every
tage of the toilet, and at every period of life, and

which, with the reudy tacility of childi h imitation,
he had already learned to flirt about, she was per­

fectly naked. The ho te.'s, at the ame time, wa
vaillly endeavouring to pacify another olive prig,
which wa nearly in the ,ame nude tate, and w

VOL. I. L
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146 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

seated on a small Spanish chair that stood about
eight inches from the ground. Probably, knowing
that music has charrns to soothe the rude t heart,
that listening oaks have been delighted by its har­
mony, and that even savage animals were charmed
by the sweet ounds of O1'pheus' lyre, she was
shrieking out a panish song by couplets, with the
hope of appeasing the little fury before he1'; but
the cure did not prove infallible, for at the very
moment when we thought the loudest bawl that
could have proceeded from the most distended
mouth that ever yawned in a child's face had
been uttered, it was sure to be followed by a louder
still, until the cries appeared as if they would
stretch out in uninte1'1'upted succession to "the
crack of doom."

The hostess was not a very inviting object to
look npon. A 1'agered, limp black shawl hung
draggling over he1' shoulders, beneath which two
protruding sharp points were disclo ed. These
were the whalebones of the toro body of her d1'ess,
which was gene1'ally left open, al fresco. Her
coíffure was in a strangely unfini hed state. Her
hair was hanging in rich profusion over her
shoulders, and while adorned with a bunch of white
jasmin on one ide, a toothpick, wo1'ked in and
out like a darning needle, set it off very becom-
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ingly on tbe otber. Sbe wore no stockings, and
her shoes, whicb were very much in keepiug with
the remainder of her costume, sat loosely on her
feet as she shuffied lazily about. Behind her was
the open window, where tbe naked child was dís­
porting itseIf on tbe balcony, in the frames of
wmch the various letters that had come to her by
post from her different "huespedes," 01' guests,
were deposited.

After waiting with patience until sometbing líke
order was restored, tbe tabIe cleared, and the
nece sary preparatíons for our morning meal made,
we at Jast had the happine s of hearing the an­
nouncement that breakfast was ready. On
taking our pIaces, we found tbat tbe party
as embIed consí ted altogether of sorne half dozen
persons. The one who took her seat at the head
of the table was uch an ugly woman that it would
have been dífficult to find her match anywhere but
in pain. Her name, we learned, wa Dofia
Dolores, 01', at aH events, that was the name by
which she went, for surnames are not often used in

pain. In addressing letter , bowever, tbey make
up for their neglect on other occasions by puttíng
two, tbree, or more, for paniards are known to
delíght in almo t as many dífferent names as in
otber parts of Europe are bestowed on the scions of

L2
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royalty. Doña Dolores W3S a perfect Lady Oraele;
no dog dared to bark when she spoke; and when
she opened her mouth, every other sound was
irnmediate1y hushed. Her voiee was sepulehra1 in
its tone; the sound seerned to proceed from the
depths of sorne internal cavernous chamber; and
her laugh was like that which we might imagine to
come frorn a grinning death' head, if it could be
tickled by any strange faney. She addressed
everybody by turn, and never ceased ta1king,
laughing, and eating, the whole time of breakfast.
Occasionally, by plaeing her elbows on the table,
she was enabled to bring her knife and fork to a
level with her eyes, a movernent whieh, though not
in itself very graeeful, seemed to increase the
anirnation of her demonstrative powers.

As usual with panish women, the eyes and
hair of Doña Dolores were faultle s. he was re­
markable also for the simplicity of her attire, which,
when at home, eonsisted on1y of a single robe,
left undone at the waist, and h:.mging down in
straight folds from her throat to he1' feet. The
d1'ess certainly had st1'ings by which it might bave
been tightened about her; but sbe never gave
herself tbe trouble of fastening tbem, and the
consequence was tbat they were always hanging
clown about her feet, ando whatever he did,
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or wherever she went, were con tantly in her
way, particularly when he moved quickly.

The individual who at next to Dolore was a
marine officer. He wore no coat, and his wai 't­
coat, which wa of a -howy mixture, but very
~habby, wa fa tened only by one button. His
hil't leeves were con:;tantly tncked up to hi
houlders, and he at at table with hi cap on hi

head. By way of politene , he offered the
olitary egg he had on his pIate to all the como

pany in turn, who, while dedining it, returned
sorne 'uitable coml'liment in acknowledgment of
hi kindness.

.LT ext to this officer wa aman of very effemi­
nate appearance, in Ilow-white trowser , polished
boot:, and adre coat with gilt button. He
wore a diamond pin, and one of bis fingers was
adorned with a ring to match. During the earIy
part of the meal, his principal occupation was to
bully the servant, aH th<ftime twi ting tbe end
of hi' mou tache into point o harp that they
eemed almo:::t to vani'b Ínto thin aÍr. He had a
eparate edition of aH th di hes that were

supplied, and tho e whieh were placed before him
were Dot only erved up on article of a different
pattern, but were apparently altogether more
savoury, being compo ed either of other 01' of
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better ingredients. The favour accorded to him
eemed to have some intere ted motive in view,

for whenever any new boarder, in hi implicity
and inexperience, ventured to make a remark at
aH derogatory to the entertainment, the favoured
gue t invariably took the part of the e tabli"hment,
defendin lT with aH the eloquence of which he wa
roa ter both its accommodation and it cuisine.

.A. small, lean, and hungry-looking man came
next. This wa Don Fernando, a government
employé, who had come from Granada to eville on
the strength of his appointment, and left his 1Vife
and children behind on the insecurity of it. On
week days he made no preten ions to dress, his
ordinary garb having evidently done good service in
its time. If a young Engli hman had been in
our party, he would probably have had no he itation
in declaring him to be eedy. On undays, however,
he became a completely new man, wearing white
trow er', and invariably appearing in full dre~ at

breakfa't.
Every individual of thi little party was known

by ome title more 01' le characteri tic of his
caUinO', O'enerally receivinO', in military phraseololTY,
brevet rank. Thu the marine oflicer, who wore
his sleeve tucked up to hi· houlder', was el eíior

Capitan; the gentleman who appear d every day
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ID potle white was el Coronel, and 1 was distín­
guished a la Con.'iUla Inglesa. They were all
anxiou' to know omething about Eng1and, their
ignorance of every thiog rerrarding it being so
great as to be carcely credible. They were parti­
cularly anxious to be inforrn d about our religion
ann habit. On no ubject bad hey more erroneous,
and even absurd, ideas; and the que tions they put
to me, in order to elicit the de ired information,
were often irresi tibly ludicrou .

.A prie t who was occa ionally pre ent with u at
dinner was charged with the alvation of my soul.
He said he could cry to think that one so much
better informed than the women of his own couotry,
should be doomed to the lo of Heaven for refu il1g
to believe on1y one 01' two of the doctrines of hi
church. The worthy Padre was not verJ wen up
him elf in theology; and among other que tions, he
once inquired whether, in the absence of the Arch­
bi, hop of Canterbury, the chief Rabbi would baptize
the royal children. He did not undel' tand how we
could permit the clergy to marry; the idea eemed
altorrether to tickle him; aud when we referl'ed to
a bi hop with a wife, 00, aod daughter ,hi gravity
was fairly up et, and he hook with laughter,
although he avowed he could carcely believe it,
it was o ab urdo Sorne of the party ventured to
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remark that it wa not so bad, after all, and tbat if
the panish cle1'gy mar1'ied also, they might pro­
ballly have fewe1' nepbe",s and nieces than at present
tbey p1'ofe' ed to have. The idea was eagerly
canght at by the others; and as thi is evidently a
so1'e poillt with the prie thood, the Padre was glad
to change the subject. It wa far more ag1'eeable
to him to dwell on the supposed weak points of the
English character, of which he had sorne very origi­
nal idea of his own. He nnder toad, among other
thing~, that the English always got drunk after
dinner, and tbat, in consequence of this national
failing, !la agreement made after three o'clock was
valido Dofia Dolores, for a wonder, had been silent
durinO' aH this conversation; but bad not been
neglecting herself, for she had been eating the
dulces abundantly aH the time. She strongly
pressed me to partake of sorne, rnaking the very
pertinent rerna1'k that the eating of sweetmeats, like
scratching, only required a cornmencement; cigars,
in the rneantime, were bronght in, and the subject
we hacl been discussinO', as is generally the ca e in
such conversation., ended in rnoke.

The weather, at this time, was so insupportably
warm, and the atmo phere so close and sultry, that
it was with difficulty one could breathe, even in the
open airo What then must it have been to break-
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fast in such a salle a manger with so many per­
sons ; and after the meal was over, to sit talking

in the same apartment, now filled with the fumes

of tobacco smoke? Such désagréables, if they can
possibly be avoided, one does not like to undergo a

second time. 1 therefore earnestly entreated my
fellow lodger tu accede to my wish to have our din­
ner in the patio. The proposition gave rise to much
discussion; many objections were offered; it would
be so much extra trouble to carry aH the dishes up
and down stairs. 1 wa not to be turned from my

point, however, and after an animated debate, in
which both sides of the question were defended with

great warmth, my proposal was acceded too 1 need
not say how agreeable was the change in aImost
every respect, particularly in being surrounded by
an atmosphere in which we couId breathe freeIy,

and, sultry as it was, incur no danger of suffocation.

But if 1 now indulgeJ in the expectation that

a11 wouId go on smoothly, 1 was doomed to a

great disappointment. If the weatber here has not
the proverbial uncertainty tbat it has in EngIand, it
at Ieast occasionaHy bailles aH our prognostications ;
and having no Zadk.ieI, no Moore, no weather
prophet among us, we could scarcely anticipate

that the pure unclouded atmosphere, all effulgent

with the dazzling 1'ays oí a southern sun, would
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so suddenly be ovel'cast, and poul' down such a
delu,!!e of rain upon our heads as it unfortunately
did. The second day after the change which had
been made in compliance with my persuasions, we
were sitting at dinner, sorne enjoying and sorne
endul'ing such good things as the hostess had been
pleased to place before us, when a big drop of rain
carne down through the open roaf, the precursor of
a disastrous storrn immediately to follow. A
bright and rapid flash of lightning illuminated the
twilight gloom that had suddenly descended upon
us, succeeded immediately by the terrific crash and
rumbling ofthe thunder. Another heavy drop falls
upon the heated marble, another and another, and
then such a merciless down-pouring of the liquid
elernent, that in two minutes the patio was deluged,
the dinner was floating about, and we were drenched
to the very skin. Every guest had to run into any
corner he could find, in order to escape the
ti pitiless pelting" of the rain, leaving the tables,
chairs, &c., to be the victims of its fury. The
servants rushed down to lend their assistance in
removing within the various articles that were now
getting a more thorough cleansing than they had
probably ever undergone before; but, on witnessing
the almost unexampled violence of the storm, and on
hearing the terrific peals of the thunder, they were
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seized with such a panie tllat they were eompletely
taken aback, and looked bewildered and alarmed
around them. In the meantime, the rain was
pouring over them; the articles that still remained
on the table were reduced to sop j and in conse­
quence of the court declining down to a plug in
the centre, which at the momellt was unfortunately
firmly inserted in the opening, the water 10dged
there, quickly increa ed in quantity, and threatened,
ere long, to overflow, not only the patio, but the
lower rooms of the house. Á ragged boy, who
represented every domestic by turns, tucked up
his trowsers, and spla hed into the ever-increa 'ing
pondo Holding a scarlet umbrella over his head
with one hand, he fumbled and groped about,
elbow deep, with the other, in order to find the
plug, un operation wbich afforded him so much
pIeasure, that he seemed to be in no haste to bring
it to an end by tbe discovery of the article of
which he wus in search.

In the meantime, unpromising as the appearanee
of things was, and notwithstanding the damage
the various article' of furlliture in the patio had
suffered, tbe gue t were determined not to lose
their dinner. The dinner table, accordingly, was
removed from the open court to tbe first place of
shelter that eould be found within doors, and this,
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156 SIXTEEN YEARS 0.10' AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

as ill luck would have it, happened to be my bed­
room, which was entered immediately from the
patio. Here, the whole company, not very much
to my satisfaction, made themselves quite at home;
and with such artic1es as could be co11ected from
the ruins of the feast, the dinner proceeded. one
were in quite such exuberant spirits as they had
been before this unhappy event, and as the servants,
during the confusion, had found the wine agreeable
to their own taste, and had indulged freely in it,
there was no artificial stimulus to sharpen their wit
and to add to their hilarity. 1 was thoroughly
vexed at the turn things had taken. 1 thought of
the odour of garlic with which the room, even to
the very curtains of the bed, was sure to be
thoroughly seasoned. ext day, 1 threw myself on
the sofa, probably not in the best of humours,
and, it may be, in my vexation, exaggerating the
disagreeable condition of my unventilated 100m,
when, to add to aH IDY other 10rrors, cigars were
brought in, and a11 began to smoke. Even Dolores
smoked the cigarita, adding her share to the re­
pulsive fumes of tobacco with which my unfortu­
nate chamber was soon perfectly reeking.

How 1 rejoiced when at last they began to stir!
They had sat for a long time, and 1 was almost
despairing of having the pleasw·e of seeing them
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take their departure at any reasonable hour; but
as it began to get dark, they prepared to go.
When they went out, I followed them into the
patio. The inequality of the marble court had
left some parts high and dry, while in others a
number of little ponds had been formed. In one
of these the young lady, whom I had seen en
deshabille in the balcony in the morning, but who
had now added a frock to her rather imperfect toi­
let, was stilI luxuriating with an the pleasure which
children take in water when it i forbidden. From
motives of cleanliness, 01' perhaps, more probably,
of convenience, she had hitched this garment up to
her waist, and tied it in a knot behind, leaving her
fine líttle límbs full liberty of action. Stepping
out of the pool of water, she next dipped a toe
into the muddy puddle, and painted houses with it
all over the variegated marble, her movements, in
all respect!', being exactly those of a self-willed
child amusing itself in its own way anywhere else.

To our lounging fellow-lodgers, the sudden storm
and its accompanying circumstances forrned an
interesting episode in the day's entertainment. It
provided them with a subject of conver atioIl fo1'
the day, and, I doubt not, was the first tbing
alluded to on the following morning. How they
aH lived, what wa their occupation 01' profession,
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158 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTlST'S LIFE IN

1 eannot say; nor did any of them appear to have
any fixed pursuit, fo1', with the exeeption of the
Government employé, they aH lounged about from
morning till night, smoking almost the whole time,
exeept when their meals gave them other oeeupation,
and talking to eaeh other, 01' to the gipsies who
came in at aH hours. The professed business of the
latter was to seU certain showy dresses which they
called English, while, at the same time, they related
aH the seandal und the smaU-talk they had been
able to eoHect in their peregrinations about the town.

It was no matter of regret to me that this
strange soeiety was very soon broken up. Some
of the eourtesy gue t~, as they are styled, had
become dissatisfied with the fare that was laid
before them, and they consulted together about
changing their domieile with as much mystery
and importance as if they were conspiring against
the Government. They had not the honesty,
however, to make lmown their true reason to the
hostess on quitting her house, but took their
departure, one framing one untruth, in the way of
excuse, and another another. As far as 1 was
concerned, 1 wa rejoiced at the welcome riddanee.
Only one, besides ourselves, was left behind-the
gentleman in the whites. Even though the place
was not altogether the most desirable to myself,

I
~

"
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1 had one temptation to remain, and that was, a
certain room in the house that posse sed an
admirable light for paintinO'. Besides, the ho te s
howed a disposition to oblige me by doing aH he

coula to procure me suitable model , and, in uch
cÍrcum tance , 1 did not like to desert her
altogether.

On finding her house so entirely abandoned, the
l' marks of the ho te s on her former gue ts were
a depreciatory of their eharaeters as they had pre­
viously been laudntory. The titles with which
he had been accustoml:'d to salute them on meet­

in O' were now changea into epithets anything hut
complimelltary. "El eapitan," she saia, (( no era
una persona fina"-the eaptnin wa no gentleman­
ana a to Dolia Dolores, she wa' (( una muger mas
mala que hay en el mundo; en fin, una AJ1a
Bolena"-the WOl"t woman in the worId; in fact,
an lnne Boleyn. By ~ome trange as ociation,
thi unfortunate lady, in the eye of the Spaniards,
i regarded a the very aeme of human depravity.
To ay thnt nny womnn is nn (( Aña Bolena" is
to repre ent her as the wor t charaeter in the
world. The only person , the ho~te~s said, who
were fit to live in her house were (( el eñor

Coronel" ana my elf, a piece of fiattel'Y which my
worthy hoste. s no doubt calculated on producing
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a pleasing impression on rny susceptible mind, that
would be returned sorne way in benefit to herself.
1 was also informed that the colone} was in the
artillery, uut had been on leave of absence for the
last three years, rather a long furlough. As Doña
Dolores asserted, he was also the novio, 01' sweet­
heart, of a quaint unrnarried lady of forty. The
real attraction, however, to the house, in his eyes,
was that he was never required to pay for any­
thing, discharging hi debts only with fair prorni es,
but never giving any rnoney, 01', as Dolores said,
" ada de esta," nothing of this, rubbing her
forefinger and thurnb together, with sorne rnys­
terious meanillg which 1 had great difficulty
in apprehending. Bis liaison with the rnaid
of forty also accounted, as 1 was informed,
for the spotless whites, which "el eñor Coronel .,
had so much delight in displaying himself to
the best advantage.

My experience of life in the boarding-houses of
Seville, was by no means of a very gratifying
description, and 1 was informed that they cannot
generally be recommended as desirable residences
for visitors. With good letters of recomrnenda·
tion, admission rnay be obtained to sorne where the
mode of living is superior, the ociety more select,
and greater comfort attainable; but as a general
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rule, the traveller may be ~afely advLed to be
alway on his guard again~t the inducements and

per.:ua ion that are employed to tempt him into

a CCLl'a Ji pupilos, as such hou 'es of entertainment

are termed. The hotels, on the contrary, may be
spoken favourably of. In con~truction they are

weH adapted to the climate, and if the traveller
will only not be o umea onable as to expect

everything in a foreign country to be the same as
in England, he may find hirnself exceedingly

cornfortable in them, and pas the time with great

pleasure and profit to himself.

Seville does not present the same busy aspect
a that which we had observed in Cadiz. Here no
one appears to have anything to do, and an idle
Ji tle nes hangs constantly about the people. In
the absence of any more important occupation,

they lounge about, smoking their cigar. While

drinking their refre coe , they critici e the appear­

ance, dres, manners, 01' country of the pa er-by

in the treets. The vi itors are the only indi­

vidual who seem to have any motive for proceed­
ing from one part of the town to another. Their
curiosity to see all that is to be een really gives

them an employment far more serious than any

which most of these listless evillians can be sup­

po ed to have. The traveller who visits Seville,
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162 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

if an Englishman, is almost sul'e to be found
sketching or drawing undel' a bl'oiling sun, buried
in "Murray," 01' gaping up at the Giralda. In
fact, John Bul1, however commendable he may be
for lIis patience and sobriety of deportment at
home, seldom takes things very coolly abl'oad.
He is generally easily distinguished by his outré

dress and his English tongue, for he seldom knows
sny foreign "lingo" more than just enough to be able
to babble in it like a baby only beginning to talk.
He also moves about with the greatest l'apidity,
making a toil of a pleasure, in order that he may
cram into the space of a single day as many sights
as he possibly can for his money.

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



MOROCCO, SPAIN, AND THE CA.·ARY ISLANDS. 163

CHAPTER XI.

The Sights oí Seville-The Cathedral-The Paintings oí Murillo­
" The Guardian Ange1"-Painted Figures oí Wood-The
Madonna oí l\fontafies-Careless Deportment oí the Spaniards
in the Cathedral-Country People Telling their Beads-­
Beggars-Mendicant Priests-The Coro-The Retablo­
High l\fass--The Devotion oí the Senses-Englishmen in the
Cathedral--San Cristofar with the Infant aviour-Torob oí
Saint Ferdinand-Monument to the Son oí Columbus­
Relics-Cross l\fade oí the First Gold Brought froro .Ameriea
-The Custodía-Picture oí the Descent from the Cross-The
Admiration with which it inspired ~Iurillo-The Two Keys
-The Priestly Vestments-Extraordinary Religious Cere­
mony-Rev. Mr. Dubarry's Account oí it-Origin oí the
Custom-An Archbishop Appeals to the Pope against Dancing
in the Church-The Pope Witnesses and Approves oí theCere­
mony.

BUT we must rather commend than blame our coun·
tryman, if he goes heartily to work in Seville, for
there is so much to see that he may probably find it
advisable to make tbe most of the time whicb be bas
at his disposa1. First, standing side by side witb

M2
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164 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

the "Wonder of the :Moslem," there is the "Glory
of the Christian "-the Cathedral. Probably, the
beholder, who has just come forth from the in­
tensely sunny courts in which the orange trees are
glistening with their golden fruit, and the snowy
blossoms and richly-coloured :Bowers are sparklíng
in the líght, may not at once be able to
appreciate its unequalled beauty and grandeur.
There is such a contrast between the dark mys­
terious gloom of the Christian temple and tbe
gaudy, though graceful, scene on which he has
been feasting his eyes, that the more lasting and
solid beauties of the great edifice are slowly deve­
loped to his mind. Gradual1y, however, from the
gloom by which he is surroundeJ, the massive
columns come forth, and take form and shape. The
Gothic roof, the glorious "retablo," thegorgeous rail­
ings that separate the high altar from the body ofthe
church, are aH developed one after the otber, as
the eye becomes accustomed to the subdued light.
Sorne of tbe finest pictures of Murillo, as the
"Guardian Angel" and San Antonio, are the
property of this cburch, the walls of which they
decorate. But tbe light, or rather the gloom, is not
favourable for their inspection, snd both pictures
require to be placed in a more suitable líght
before they can be appreciated as they merito
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MOROCCO, SPAIN, AND THE CANARY ISLANDS. 165

The gloom which impresses the mind with a
religious awe, when gazing at the magnificent
architecture of this wondrous pile, is not adapted
to the inspection of the minuter beauties of detail
which the painter depicts on the canvas.

There is however one work of art in the
cathedral, which is much improved by the dim
light in which it is seen, 01' rather by the darkness
which prevents its defects from being distinctly per­
ceived. It is one nf those painted wooden statues,
such as can be found only in Spain. Need 1 name
the lovely Madonna of Montañez? The face is
exquisitely beautiful, with that sweet charm of
expression which excites a feeling of marvel as to
the means by which tbe artist could evolve it
from such material. The general appearance is
unfortunately somewhat marred by the inevitable
shine of the paint. There was also something
about it, by which its beauty was anything but
improved, which conveyed the impression that the
face of the Madonna had just been washed with
yellow soap. othing, however, can excel the
perfect carving of the hands, which are ex­
ceedingly beautiful in form. .A.ltogether, the
figure is one of those marvels of art which
are sometimes produced from the most com­
mon materials; and even as it stands in its
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shady niche, it attract the gaze of the mo't un­
concerned beholder, being resplendent with the
precious gem which are studded aH over it. On
the marble pavement immediately befare the
figure, a bloody tain is thrown by the plendid
painted window, which retiects many a bright tint
from pillar to pillar, and along the walls of the

cathedral.
In this magnificent temple, where everytbing i

. o grand and massive, with its silent side chapels,
so richly and elegantly decorated, where uH is caI­
culated to iropres the mind of the worshipper, and
even the passing vi itor, with solemnity and awe,
how grating to the feelings, how melancholy it i
to ob erve the usual deportment of the "paniards,
even when on their knee in the po~ture of prayer !
Ludies, too, muy be rcmarked, sitting on the fIoor
in aH directions. looking cardes ly about thero,
keepiuC'f their fan in con. tant motion, gazing at
the stranger, and urveying him froro head to foot.
There are also nurober of country people. They
have come in with tbeir ba'ket, their bundle,
tbeir wares, their live tock, 01' wbatever they were
carrying; and having depo ited tbem on tbe
marble pavemeIlt, are telling their beads and
staring auout tbem as curiouJy and carele ~ly

as any one el e. Beggars of aH sort abound,
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and perseveringly urge on you their demand fol'
alms at tbe most inconvenient rnoments. One will
thrust out a. deformed limb as his claim on your
compassion, and beg and pray with a pertinacity
that nothing can overcome, until you either yield
to his entreaties, 01' seek to e~cape the affiiction by
rernoving to another spot, where a second will
probably soon take the place of the one you have
just left. Often, too, while 1 have been gazing at
a Murillo, rapt in admiration of its rnatcbless
beauty, a priest has come up and interrupted my
study; and, after sorne general rernarks on tbe
subject of art, for the most part ooly a prelllde to
the true object he has in view in accosting you,
he appears in bis true cbaracter as a suppliant,
and urges on you, with as mucb pertinacity as the
professional beggar, the clairns of bimself, his
convent, his order, 01' his church.

It is impossible to avoid observing that the
general eifect of tbe cathedral, as a whole, is much
injured by the "Coro," which is so situated as to
intercept tbe view of the fine bigh altar, and to
prevent it from being seen to advantage. At the
back of the altar is the celebrated Gothic
"retablo," whicb, by aH who are capable of appre­
ciating the skill di played in its workmansbip, is
considered unrivalled for beauty of execution.
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Hundreds of wax candles are constantly burning
before it, the light of which, illuminating onIy the
more immediate space in the vast cathedraI, leaves
aH the rest in still profounder gIoom. The deep
notes of the organ are now heard swelling through
the chmch. The ceremonies of the mass are being
performed at the high altar; the officiating priests,
in their gorgeous robes, are moving about; the
acolytes are waving the censers, and the incense,
in white clouds, is ascending to the gorgeously­
carved roof. Crowning the altar, the crimson
velvet bunne!", with the cJ'u~ifix ernblazoned upon
it, is displayed in all its mugnificence. lt is alto­
gether a grand and impressive scene, and we
cannot wonder that even those careless and indif­
ferent worshippers, who were gazing so curiously
about them, are now irnpressed with such feelings of
solemnity that they are kneeling and praying with ap­
parent devotion. The appeal to the devotion of the
Spaniard, on such occasions, is made through the
senses; and when an the practised art of Rorne is
brought to bear, in order to make the display a

perfect as possiblc, we cannot wonder that it is
generally successfuI in assuring at Ieast a devout
exterior in the wor hippers. On looking around,
we perceive among the crowd two 01' three
Englishmen. It wouId be surprising, indeed, if
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MOROCCO, SPAIN, AND THE CANARY ISLANDS. 169

we did not, fol' wbat spot is tbel'e on tbe Con­
tinent, froro Al'ehangel to Cape Matapan, 01' froro
the Point of Lisbon to the Bosphol'us, where their
Britannie visages are not bebeld-easily distin­
guished froro the native eountenances around
thero by their fail' and fl'esb-eoloured complexions ?
Hel'e thel'e are, at this time, several of thero,
some mingling with the erowd near the altar, others
meditating, 01' noting down their observations, in the
more silent and retired reeesses, but the roajority
walking about without any other eonsideration than
that of "doing" the eathedral as quickly as they
can, and then taking their departure to "do" sorne
other equally reroarkable sight. Stronglyeonvineed
oftheir superiority to every other nation, they regard
with contempt every eu toro that differs froro their
own acquired habit n

, neither can nor will accommo­
date theroselves to the manners of the people
among whom they are, and when they take their
departure, generally leave behind them much
dislike and a considerable amount of money, which
it is considered quite fair to extraet froro them by
doubtful dealing when it eannot otherwise be ob­
tained by the honest proeesses of trade.

This roagnificent temple of the Christian had, 1
confess, attractions for me which never seemed to
dirninish. Time after time 1 returned, always
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finding some new object that was worthy of ob er­
vation-something to which 1 hould have been
glad if 1 llad been able to de.ote days of . tudy.
On my next vi it 1 remarked, near tbe acristia,
the gigantic figure of an Cri tofar, with the infant

avíour on his shoulderL' By Roman Catholic ,
who look upon him and hi burden with a believinO'
heart, he is regarded as their infallible protector
against accident by fire, ::md to aH he appear as
the repre entative of Christian humility. Proceeding
further on, 1 saw behind the retablo of the high
altar the tombs of aint Ferdinand, who rescued
the city of eville from the hands of the Moslem in
1~52; of his son, Alfonso el Sabio (Alphonso the
Wise); and of the mistres of Peter the Cruel,
~ faria de Padilla. But 1 looked with far greater
intere t on a stone near the grand entrance of the
church, which recorded the name of Fernando, the
son of Christopher Columbu, whose a he lie
beneath. hip, in appearance resembling the
Chinese junks oí the pre ent day, and repre entinO'
uch a carried hi father and Ya co de Gama to the

hitherto undiscovered hore of the ..lT ew World, are

graven upon it. "A Ca tella y IJeon nuevo
mundo dio Colon," is the inscription upon it.

As a matter of course, tbe church has al o its
relic , by the exhibition of which the priests at once
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MOROCCO, SPAIY, AND THE CANARY ISLANDS. 171

stimulate the faith and reward the devotion of their
creulllous flock. These are to be seen in the
Sacristy, and sorne of them are of so much interest
to the well·informed man of the warld, the student
of history, 01' the follower of art, that we cannot
pass them by without at least recording their names.
There is first the splendid cross, made of the first
gold that was brought from America, which was
presented as an oifering by Columbus himself.
Then there is the magnificent silver custodia in
which the Host is deposited, and which is carried on
Holy Thursday in the procession that passes on that
day tbrough the city. Tt is a splendid work of art,
and is greatly esteemed, not only for its finished
beauty, but also on account of the hands by
which it was moulded-those of Juan de Arfe, who
is of so much repute in Spain for his talent and
skill, and whose handiwork adorns so many of the
churches of that country. Merely naming in passing
the gigantic candlestick, "el Senabrario," it would
be tedious even to refer hastily to all the chalices
and reliquaries, the material of which is in itself so
valuable, but is excelled by the workmanship.

1 looked with particular interest, in the same
room in which the preceding objects are displayed
to visitors, 00 the splendid picture before which it
is related that Murillo used to prostrate himself for
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172 SIXTEE YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

hours. It represents the "Descent from the
Cross." The great painter is said to have been
so completely fascinated by it, that he would gaze
upon its unrivalled beautie until his imagination
became exalted ; he forgot that it was a representa­
tion, tbought that he saw the real scene before him,
and, witb every sense entbralle<l, waited until the
Saviour should actually be taken down from the
cross. So complete was tbe state of fascination
into whicb he was thrown that it was usually some
time before he awoke from it as from a dream. The
objects, however, whicb are regarded with the
<leepest interest by the people in general, are the
two keys which, according to tradition, were pre­
sented to Saint Ferdinand when Seville was sur­
rendered to him by the foors. Tbe one presented
by the Uoorisb chief is of iron, with an inscription
in Arabic, the meaning of which is, ":May Allah
rule through his faithful followers over the city of
Seville." The otber, a silver key, is said to have been
presented by the Jews to Saint Ferdinand after the
conquest of the city, the inscription on it beinO' in
Spanish, "Dio abrira, rey entrera," "God will
open, tbe king shall enter."

Even the very vestments of the priests are made
an exhibition of, and so far as regards their splendour,
their value, their profusion of costly adornment,

I
~

"
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they may well be looked at with amazement.
One can carcely help a king him elf the question
what purpo e is served by o much gorgeous dis­
play in the service of Him who is to be worshipped
by hi incere followers in spirit and in truth. In
compari on with these pl'iestly ve tments, the robes
of overeigns even are pOOl' and paltry, for the eye
i literally dazzled, when gazing upon them,
by their incredible splendour and richness of deco­
ration. It is almost melancholy to think of the
time, which might have been so mllch better em­
ployed, that must have been expended upon thero,
of the wealth, which might have been applied to
purposes far more accordant with the simple and
benign pirit of Christianity, that must have been
required to produce robes so costly in material and
in ornamento Among those hown to me were sorne
made of the riche t crim on 01' white satin, pro­
fu~e]y ornamented with the most gorgeous em­
broidery in gold, which were altogether of un~

matched beauty. 1 aIso noticed that miniatures in
ivory were let in down the front. There was one
in particular, only worn at the festival of the
Immaculate Conception, and more beautiful than
any that 1 had yet seen, which completely daJzled

the eyes with its brilliancy.
Durincr the la t three day of the Carnival, and
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al \) on the occa ion of ome of the solemn fe tivals
of the Roman Catholic Church, uch as those of tbe
" Corpus" and La Puri ima Concepcioll de .i T ue tra
eñora de España y de sus Indias," a very extra­

ordinary part of the religiou eeremony celebrated
in the cathedral of Seville, and which, I believc,
i permitted, or at least practi ed, nowhere el e, i
the dancing before the High Altar. This remark­
able act of divine service, which is o oppo ed to
all the ideas of eccle ia tical propriety we are now
taught to entertain, and which many Roman Catho­
lies even, 1 doubt not, would ñnd it difficult to re­
concile to their sense of what devotion ought to be,
is performed by ten boys who are known by the
name of" eisas" in Seville. This strange cere­
mony is de cribed . o faithfully and with o much
graphic power, in the Rev. fr. Dubarry's account of

eville, that in tead of depicting it in roy wn im­
perfect language, I hall take the liberty of quoting
the pas age at length froro an authority who i in
every re pect to be relied on ;-

" cenic ingenuity seero in thi to have been
strained quite as far a propriety can countenance;
over night the bells an over the city tune up; the
Giralda sparkIes with lights, being illuminated on
this occasion; and ñtful bursts of noise announce
the approaching jubilee.
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"On entering the cathedral in the morning, we saw
that the lofty piel' surrounding the Coro were hung
with crimson velvet, and that the clergy were officiat­
ing in cerulean blue, tbe Queen of Heaven's own color,
and, a it bas been stated, made 1 e ofonIy in eville.

"The mass and .::ermoll of the morning were
followed by a gorgeous spectacle in the evening.
At the top of the Retablo wa a magnificent silver
crown; ju t under it, and literally crowned by
it, was a precious box, called a Viril, in which was
deposited the Host. Tbis was the climax, and was
surrounded by a siIver halo; immediately undel' it
stood an enchanting figure of the Virgin, and on each
side of her, a little lower, were the silver figures
of an Isidro and an Leandro. Beneath the e
were the reliqua, Columbus' Cros" and a multi­
tude of saered odd and ends. Rows of enormous
candles were burning before all this plendour. 1
aceompanied Padre Teofilo in the evening to the
eeremony; the enormou organ peaIed forth
direetly the archbishop entered the cathedral. He
immediately came up to the "Altar :l!fayor," and
bowing before it, retired to hi chair in the Coro.
Then the archbi hop, followed by his c1ergy, carne

from the Coro into the Pre biterio, 01' chapel of the
High Altar, and took up his position on hi knees

in one corner of the chapel, whil t in the opposite
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were arranged musicians. Before the altar were
placed the chori ters, dre sed in ilk stocking~, bIue
silk: 01' atin breeche , with vests of the same, and
hats 01' caps adorned with large feather. 1he
music truck up; tlle boy , wearing the cm,tume of
Phillip IIL, chanted antiphonally a hymn to the
Virgin; they then began to dance, singing at
the ame time; at last, putting the plumed cap
on their heads, they accompanied themselves with
their castanet .

" During the whole of this ceremony, the arch­
bishop, habited as a cardinal, was upon his knees
looking up at the viril containing the Ro t, whilst
a gauze curtain, fitted to the rim of the croWll, was
being gradually drawn over that which hundreds
present regarded as nothing more nor le than
Deity itself. The archbi hop's countenance a11 this
time appeared most grave.

"The ceremony concludes with the ble sing from
the archbishop.

"This extraordinary fashion of dancing before
the altar was continued every evening of the
octave; on endeavouring to find its origin, aH 1
could learn was that it wa introduced before the
time of Isabella and Ferdinand. The custom origi­
nated at the Fea t of C.orpus; but, as whatever
Urban the IV. conceded to that Festival, ixtus the
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IV. allowed to that of the Conception, this famous
dance went a10ng with other tbings.

" .A.t one time it was a ort of aturnalia, and
the dance was continued out of door by a11 the
worst cbaracters of eville, including the gipsies
and muleteers."

Like aIl útber remarkable customs and cere­
monies of the pa t, the origin of which i known to
us ollly by tradition, there is another version re­
garding the occasion of tbe preceding practice. It
i carricd back to the time of the 11001". We are
inforrned tbat while engaged in the ubjugation of

pain, the triumphant Paynim had appeared before
evi11e, and, after a resolute re istance, conquered it.

Even in the mid t of the humiliation and sorrow of
the inhabitant at the downfall of their native city,
ome piou youths, unable tó endure the iciea that

the sacred ymbol of their fi\ith, and the ve seIs of
the sanctuary, should fhIl into the hands of the un­
believer', determined to carry them off, and conceal
them until the return of better time should rrive
them the opportunity of rcplacing them once more
within the sael'ed preeilJct, of the con ecrated
building. .A. plan, of the sucee s of which they
felt confidellt, wa speedily devi 'ed, anu, a the
re ult showed, successfuIly executed. In the midst

of an entertainment, apparently undel' the infiuence

VOL. 1.
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on1y oí the exube1'ance oí spirit cha1'acteristic of
thei1' period of life, they danced into the chu1'ch,
and, by the celerity of their movernent~, so
deceived the eyes of their enernies that t1ey were
enabled to conceal the Host and the sac1'ed vesse1s
beneath thei1' garrnents, and to convey t1em away,
thus p1'eventing theil' falling into the hands of the
unbelievers.

lt appears, howevel', that even in Seville itself,
the1'e were sorne who could not 1'econcile the act of
dancing, in a building consecrated to Divine service,
with their notions of religious propriety. One of
the Archbishops of Seville, in particular, is said to
have beeo g1'eatly scandalized by such an exhibi­
tion in t.he solernn festivals oí his chul'ch, and he
deterrnined to ernploy aH the personal infiuenee he
possessed, aided by the co-operation of ot11ers
whose opinion corresponded with his OWll, to
obtain the abolition of daneing as a part of Divine
sel'Yice. But unfol'tunately he did not perma­
nent1y succeed in the design on which he had set
bis heart. The great infiuence on the one side was
balanced by infiuence equally great on the other ;
and anothe1' dignitary of the Church, anxious to
keep up the ancient usage, appealed di1'ectly to the
Pope. Not content, however, with the representa­
tions which he made to the Holy ee, he thought
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he should be more secure of winning the Head of
the Church to his party, by making him an ocular
witne~s of the dance in question, thus enabling His
Holiness to obtain the convietion of his eyes to its
becoruing sanctity. The ten Seisas were accordingly
sent to Rome. They performed the dance in the
sacred presence of the Holy Father. He was
graciously pleased, in his infallible judgment, to
consider it a beautiful and becoming act of piety,
by no means inconsistent with the spirit of religion,
and a perfectly appropriate expres.ion of the devo­
tion that was felt and manifested in the latitude of
Seville. His sanction therefore was granted, and
Seville was allowed still to rejoice in its 8eisas and
its Terpsichorean ritual, one of those strange con­
ditions which are so frequently associated witb
grants and permits of aH kinds in earlier periods of
European history, being annexed, viz., tbat they
were to continue the ceremony only " as long as their
present suits of clothes la ted." It required no
Jesuitical ingenuity to make a condition like this a
perpetual permission, as probably it was intended
to be. A patch of the old garment is to be seen
to this day in sorne part of the uniform of the
dancing Seisas, entitling them to as ert that the
original clothes are still in being and in use.

The famous Moorish tower, called the Giralda,
N2
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180 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

forms the belfry to the cathedral. 1'0 one like
myself, so recently arrived from l\forocco, it revived
a11 the Moharnmedan associations of the time in
which it was built. As 1 raised my eyes up­
wards along its walls, so richly adorned with
arabesque, 1 almost expected to see the white flag
displayed froro its summit, to hear the familiar
sound of the Mueddin, calJing the faithfuI to
prayer, followed by its repetition fi'om many
another minaret. But the evening wore on, and
no Mueddin came from aboye upon the listening
ear. 1 remembered 1 was in a Christian country,
one of the most faithful and devoted to the ee of
Rome. As the sun sank beneath the western
horizon, and everything seemed gradual1y to melt
into obscurity, the grand Christian temple before
me was gradual1y involved in gloom and rny tery ;
a feeling of calm repose carne over the mind; and
1 felt a11 the influence of a sweet and resigned
rnelancholy, which those who are not disposed to
analyse tbeir passing emotions may easily confound
with a more genuine feeling of devotion.

The Giralda, the Maravilla de Seville, is the work
of Moslem and Christian conjointly, for both had a
share in its construction, although it is doubtless,
in the main, of l\foorish origino When the time
carne that the l\fOOl'S, after long rnling in Spain,
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were to be driven from the land which they had
come almost to regard as tbeir own, and which
they had covered with so muny monuments of their
kill, they were umvilling that the tower should

fall into the hand of the paniards, 01' that the
bell of the Chri tian, un abomination in their ear ,
hould ever sound from its wall. On surrendering

the city, therefore, to the triumphant Spaniard, they
contended for the right of destroying both it and the
mo que which they had built on the site of the
ancient Cathedral of SevilIe. But the Infante was
as anxious for the preservation of the Giralda as
the :Moors were for its de truction. He would not
hear, therefore, of such a proposal; and by his
angry menace of putting every 1'1001' to the word,
if they should attempt to injure it, he succeeded in
savina thi beautiful specimen of ~Ioorish archítec­
ture from being levelled with the ground.

.1.~o de cription can do ju tice to its perfect
beauty a a work of arto The mere mention of the
name by which it i' so generally known, the ::\Iara­
villa de "eville, conveys more to the mind than the
mo t laboured and minute de cription. How
O'raceful and beautiful it appears, a it rises in the
cIear atmo phere, with its countless Moorish
windows and it rich arabesque tracery, looking so
delicate in the distance ! The most apparent defect

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



182 SIXTEEN YEARS üF A~ ARTIST'S LIFE IN

in the structure-for what are we, if not a little
critical ?-is the somewhat incongrnous mixture of
the two kinds of arcbitecture, whicb, bowever
effective the tower may be as a whole, somewhat
injures it in detail. In carrying the eye along the
Giralda from the bottom to the very summit, while
we are delighted with the unequalled effcct of the
entire structure, we become aware, one aiter an­
other, of tbese inconsistencies of style, tbe crown­
ing one of aIl being the stupendous bronze figure
of Faith which surmounts a globe at the top,
forming a weatbercock to a Moorish tower.

Wben 1 bad sufficiently gratified my curiosity by
examining the Giralda in its external aspect, 1 was
next equally anxious to outain admission to its in·
terior-a wish which 1 lost as little time as possible
in satisfying. Immediately on entering, the first
thing tbat meets the eye is a sbririe to the virgin,
who sits in hel' dark nicbe, and is an object of
great appal'ent devotion to the Roman Catholics who
visit tbe tower. But 1 am anxious to ascend the suc­
eession of inelined planes by whieb, in tead of stairs,
the summit is reached, and 1 take little notice of tbe
figure as 1 pass, 01' of tbe sleepers wbo have unac­
countably selected such a place as tbe seene of
their slumbers. As we ascend, the most beautiful
views are seen through the windows in the thick
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walls, the seenes of nature, outside, appearing like
splendid pietures set in arabesque trames. An
artist might luxuriate here for days and weeks, and
find an inexhaustible series of striking points on
which to employ bis pencil. Tbe prospect from the
summit also is magnificent, tbe wbole of tbe eity of
Seville, and its surrounding neighbourhood, lying
extended in one eharming seene within the vision
of the beholder. It is impossible, however, to trace
the line of the various streets trom the summit, as,
being of the true Moorisb fashion, tIley are so nar­
row that they would be eonsidered lanes by aH who
are not aeeustomed to the cities of Nortbern Africa
and of tIle East.

1 bad the pleasure of meeting here with an old
friend of mine, a very pretty little girl, a native of
Seville, wbom 1 had formerly found useful as a
mudel in my occupation as an artist. he had sat
to me as a Bolera, and is reaHy a professional
dancer in the theatre. Her borne is situated in tbe
lower part of the tower, and sbe is generally to be
found lounging about it, 01' somewhere in its pre­
cincts. As 1 bave already intimated, sbe was an
old aequaintanee of mine. Many years previous to
this visit, 1 had been in eville, and bad then met
her for tbe first time. Pretty as she still is, she
was even much prettier as a child, and 1 felt great
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184 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

interest in her. I found, however, tbat she was
very ignorant, having never been taught either to
read 01' write, und I asked her mother why she did
not send her to school. Her reply was that sbe did
not send ber to school because she derived no benefit
from it, seeming to have neitber the disposition nor
tbe ability to learn any of the u"ual subjects of
youtbful instruction. In fact, she seemed to bave
no talent for anytbing but dancing.

On returning, one evening, to visit the Giralda­
for I was so entranced with tbe beauty of its archi­
tecture that I never wearied of studying its details,
of examining it in aH lights, and of noting its
various effects from different positions-I was struck
with a cbange in its appearance wbich 1 had not
observed before. It was one of those splendid
evenings which we witness only in the soutb, wben
the atmosphere appears coloured with the riche t
rosy and golden tints, and yet loses none of its
crystal-like transparency. I was wandering about
in tbe enjoyment of tbat indescribably pleasing
languor which few can resist the infiuence of in
tbese warm c1imates, when tbe sultry beat of the
day is succeeded hy tbe refreshing air of evening.
1 happened suddenly to turn round and direct IDY
eyes to the Giralda, when-oh, the loveline s of
that sight! can 1 ever forget it ?-the whole tower,
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from top to bottom, appellred bathed in rosy light.
The rich tracery of it arabe que, looking like the
fine t lacework, reflected the ame oft hue; and as
the 11aravilla ro e clearly and sharply defined in the
beautiful light, how much more exquisite did it
appear as contrasted with the cerulean blue of that
matchle s southern sky! .A. scene of more effulgent
heauty 1 had never gazed upon. ever, even in
irnaO'ination, which can paint the cloud-capt towers
and gorgeous palaces in the richest hues
it pleases to select, had 1 beheld a sight that
more cornpletely realized the most magnificent
scenes of Eastern fiction. 1 rejoiced that, as
an arti t, 1 had been enabled so to cultivate
tbe tu te for beauty that 1 could derive more un­
alloyed and exalted plea ure from the contemplation
of uch a pectacle than the majority of ordinary

,igbt- eers.
ATO one can remain in eville, for however short a

time, without paying a vi it to the )fuseo. This
fine old building wa once a convent, but is now a
receptacIe for the Fine Art , and contains several
of the most beautiful paintillg of the most dis­
tingui bed artists of pain. Here, in particular,
are many of tbe ma terpieces of the great Murillo,
one room being dedícated entirely to the works
tbat have come from his easel, and that bear the
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186 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIsr's LIFE IN

finishing touch of his master-hand. In SeviIIe
there is a considerable number of bis works; but
unfortunately they are generally so disposed,
tbat it is impossible to get a favourable view
of tbem. In tbe Museo, 1 very much regret to
say, they are in exactly the same position as in
the otber collections. It is impossible to see tbem
in such a way tbat we can be perfectly satisfied we
have beheld them in the light most favourable to
the display of their various details of beauty. llow
many un exquisite touch of that delícate hand
escapes our observation in consequence of the light
in which the puinting is hung !

The Santo Tomas de Villanueva is perhaps the
gem of the collection. It differs in one respect
from the other works of this artist in so far as the
principal figure, that of the benevolent bishop, has
a more patrician appearance than that which l\furillo
generally gives to his figures. Indeed it might
easily be mistaken for one of the figures of Velas­
quez, even by one \Vell acquainted with tbe works
and the style of Murillo. All his Madonnas are
beautiful; but notwithstanding the prices paid for
them, and the admiration tbey excite, they are not
the spiritual creations of the 1talian school, and do
not produce the same effect on the mind of the
beholder. Tbe l\fadonnas of the Museo are a

•
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refinement on the gipsy of the Triana. They are of
tbe earth, and not of heaven. Tbe angels are in a
higher and purer style, and appear more spiritual
than their queen. The San Antonio, to which 1
next turned, is a truly charming painting. No
one can gaze without emotion on the wonderful
figure of the infant Christ, represented sitting on
the scarlet-edged book. What more can one say
than that it is surpassingly lovely, amI that the
group of angels, forming a ring in the heavens, are
almost equally beautiful? There is a remarkable
picture known as La Virgen de la Servietta, so
denominated from having been painted on a dinner
napkin belonging to the convento No one can
mistake this painting, aH the well-kuown character­
istics of Murillo's style being so distinctlyembodied
in the work. Its fine colouring, life, richness,
and energy stamp tbe painting with tbe unmistak­
able character of the master by whose pencil it
was produced. At the same time, all tbe defects to
which we have aIready referred as distinguishing
his Madonnas, appear· as plainly in tbe one before
uso I~a Virgen de la Servietta seems to have more
of the eartbly mother tbau of the heavenly goddess
about hef. Any one wbo gazes with an unprejn­
diced eye upon the painting will be forced to admit
tbat there is a want of tLat religious feeling, that
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spiritual sentiment which ought ever to be seen in
the visage of the Madonna. The child also is not
quite what we expect to find in a figure of the
infant aviour. The painting itself is exceIlent.
The child is almost a real live fIesh and blood one,
and seems nearly jumping into the arms of the
beholder; but it is not the kind of child that our
imagination delights to represent as the type of Our
SaVÍour. The Assumption, also by MurilIo, is very
beautiful, but apparently unfinished. It is an
exceedingly large picture. The virgin is dressed
in blue and white, the orthodox colours of he1'
garments, as she is generaIly represented by
painters, before the birth of our Saviour. The
details of the painting are exactly similar to those
which have been depicted time after time in a sub­
ject that has been so frequently handled. Yet,
although this is by no means one of MllrilIo's most
popular works, there is a 10ftY dignity in it, an
inspíring elevation of sentiment, to which he has
seldom attained in paintings that enjoy a higher
reputation.

Sorne magnificent works by Zurburan, Roelas,
and other emínent painters, are exhibited on the
same waIls. On each side of the altar are the two
farnous painted statues of t. Jerome, by Torregíano,
and of Sto Dominick by Montañes. The former is
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ID terra-cotta, and the latter in wood. Their
workman hip i undoubtedIy admirable, the mo t
exqui -ite kili being di played in the execution;
but notwithstanding aIl the exceIlencies that prac­
ti ~d eye may find in them, I never could reconcile
m}' elf to what 1 can only term painted wooden
figures. The e were nothing more to me. Be ide ,
there is a coarsenes , ari ing pal'tly from the glaring
shine of the paint, and partly from the nature of
the material which i ernployed, that is altogether
fatal to their value as works of arto How different
it is with rnarble, in which even the delicate texture
of the human skin, and the semi-transparency oí
the fle b, can be effectively represented. But
Montañes had a particular predilection for the e
wooden figure~, and wa higWy pleased with aH the
works which he had hirnselfproduced in that material.
He is aid to have been o well ati fied with a
beautifully-carved crucifix, on which he had bestowed
aIl hi kilI and delicacy of touch, that he delighted
in gazing upon it, and wa accu torned to eize every
opportunity of obtailling a ight of it, standing at
the corner' of the street when he expected that it
wonld be carried pa t by tbe monk and prie ts in
tho e reli!rious processions which are con tantly
taking place in all Catholic towns.

The ho pital of La Caridad contains sorne very
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valuable paintings, among which two very celebrated
pictures by Murillo are the most worthy of notice.
The subject of the first is, Moses striking the Rock,
and that of the second, The Miracle of the Loaves
and Fishes. These are works which may be long
and closely studied by artists from other lands, and
from which many valuable hints may be obtained;
but unfortunately they are hung in so unfavourable
a light that many of those beauties of detail on
which the connoisseur would delight to look are
completely lost. It is rea11y vexing to think how
afien we see, both in Spain and elsewhere, such a
disposition of even the most magnificent and
valuable works of art, that it is altogether impos­
sible for the casual visitor, who can only give them
a hasty glance, 01' at best study them superficially
in a few fiying visits, to form anything like a correct
01' satisfactory idea of their merits of design and
execution. In the same co11ection there is a very
remarkable picture, the production of Valdez, one
of the distinguished painters who were contempora­
ries of Murillo. It is of a very singular character,
and it is impossible to pass it by without being
arrested at once hy the strange title of the painting
and the original manner in which it is executed.
The picture to which 1 allude eommonly goes by the
name, " Ni mas ni menos," Neither more nor less,
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being the words written on a pair of scales which
are introduced in the painting. It represents, in
the first place, two corpses, the one being
that of a Knight of the order of Sto lago,
and tlJe other, that of a Bishop of the Holy Catholic
Church. Both are painted in the costumes of their
respective offices, lying extended in their coffins.
As they are represented in an advanced stage
of decomposition, the most minute details of such a
state being f.:'Útbflllly rendered, it is impossible to
describe tbe painflll and repulsive feeling witb which
one regards a scene so loathsome, one in wbich Art
may certainly show it.s power, but can never produce,
even by it utmost efforts, any pleasing effect.
How can the mind derive pleasure from the con­
templation of a11 that is most loatbsome, as con­
nected with the grave, after the body has rested
there sorne considerable time? In tbe painting
before us, no detail of this kind is omitted; every­
thing that is known, 01' can be imagined, as a sym­
bol of tbe triumph of the grave over man's material
part is rendered with cOllscientious fidelity, with
photographic minuteness and distinctness of outline.
Reptiles, and worms, and innumerable other loath-
ome creatures are crawling about the bodies, as

closely resembling the dread reality as we can well
imagine, ana uO repulsive tLat the spectator,
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almost sickened by the unwelcome sight, turos away
in irrepressible disgusto A pair of scales, intended
to represent justice, with the words from which the
painting derives its name engraved on them, lS sus­
pended over the bodies, the whole conveying a
meaning which is apparent enougb, and reading a
terrible lesson to the pride of mankind. It is impos­
sible to conceive how any artist could deliberately
select such a subject for the exercise of his pencil,
and follow it out, apparently with zeal and pIeasure,
in all its loatbsome details. It may be said that it
was the taste of the day; but it would be more
becoming in the artist who is truly sensible of the
dignity of his art, and even of the responsibility
with which the employment of his talent is attended,
to resist with aH his power und infiuence an inclina·
tion which temporarily carríes the public mind
towards such abhorrent subjects. 'fhe true pro­
vince of art is to please, to instruct, to purify the
feelings, to elevate the sentiments. With such
noble objects in view, the true artist may be said to
exercise a kind of priesthood, the ministrations of
which cannot be recommended by the selection of
subjects which have nothing grand 01' even mysteri­
ous about them, but are simply disgusting and
repulsive. 1 should be inclined to come to the
conclusion, that the man who can derive satisfaction
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from the contempIation of paintings Iike these, must
be more di tingui hed by the trength of his
stomach than by delicacy of ta te 01' a true love of
Art.

l'he figure of boy , of which there are several
from the pencil of IurilIo, are not generaIly con­
sidered of very pleasing appearance, however faith·
fully, eorreetly, and naturaIly they may be
repre ented on the eanvas. l'hi, in eonneetion
with the repulsive subjeets of Valdez, gave rise to a
well-known joke concerning the two great artists, of
whom it was very tmly said that each, in his own
peculiar way, could surpass the other in the most
correct and faithful representation of those peculiar
subjects in which a minute knowIedge of entomology
is required.

" 1 can't go near your boy ," was the exclama­
tion of Valdez to Murillo one day when the two
celebrated painters were tO<Tether.

" And 1 am obliged to hold my no e when 1 Iook
at your pictures," was the quid pro quo with which
Murillo replied to the injuriou ob ervation.

l'here is no place more fwourable than evilIe
for the study of the Spanish chooI of art, which
posses e' many peculiar excellencie ofit own, being
distinguished by much originality of conception
and execution. It is tme that at sorne periods it

VOL. l. O
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may have been inspired by the more beautiful
paintings oí' the schoo1s of I ta1y and of the Nether­
1ands, and may have imitated them to a considerable
extent. StilI, its productions generalIy aiford suffi·
cient evidence that it is, in most respects, a distinct
manifestation of the nationa1 genius, being marked
by many of the most distinguishing nationa1
characteristics. Perhaps the most fiourishing perlods
of panish art were tbe first haIf and the middle of
the seventeenth century, when a sehoo1 that had
every rigbt to be considered national produeed sorne
of those magnificent paintings which have contri·
buted to establish and extend the reputation of the
artists of pain. The sehoo1 of eville is considered
the most famous in the hi tory of Spanish arto It
attained to its highest exeellenee in Zurburan and
Murillo, several of who e finest paintings we have
had so many opportunities of remarking during our
short residence in the city.

The Alcazar, if not the most magnificent sight in
SevilIe, has certainly an undisputed right to take
the second place on the list of its architectural
ornaments. It is, undoubtedly, not so grand and
imposing as the cathedral, with which it is a1most
in immediate proximity, the distance between the
two not being more tban a stone's throw. It
forms, in every respect, as complete a contra t to it
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as can well be imagined. If the cathedral is massive
and magnificent, often mysterious and gloomy, and
altogether a noble example of Gothic architecture,
the Alcazar is, of all places, the most light, airy,
and graceful, with its innumerable elegant and
slender columns, it sparkling Mosaics, and its
enchanting arabesques. For sorne time it was left
to neglect, and its delicate workmanship was fast
disappearing before the destructive infiuence of
time and the elements, but it is now once more
happily restored to its pristine splendour. 1 should
utterly despair of being able to describe it with any
success, for the beautiful details of which the whole
work is made up are innumerable, the spectator
being perfectly dazzled by aH that meets his eyes, in
whatever direction he may turn them. ome im­
perfect idea of its appearance may be formed by one
who has seen the Crystal Palace; but of the
almost incredible gorgeousness and splendour of the
Alcazar as a whole, of the wondeIful details of its
architecture, which only a minute examination can
discover, and of the exquisite tracery with which
every part is so profusely adorned, even that beau­
tiful imitation can give only a very llnsatisfactory

idea.
Although the architecture of the Alcazar is

Moorish 01' Saracenic, it was erected undel' the
o 2
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auspices of a Spanish monarch. When Pedro the
Cruel, who is known to have entertained a great
admiration for the elegant arcbitecture of his
Moorish neighbours, as well as for everything that
appertained to that people, had resolved to build a
splendid palace for himself at Seville, instead of
entrusting the work to any of bis own subjects, he
sent to Granada for the ablest architects that could
be discovered, and by them the famed .Alcazar was
erected. If this magnificent structure is, in one
point of view, a rnonurnent of the munificence of its
founder, in another it reminds us of sorne of those
abhorrent deeds of cruelty from which he obtained
the descriptive epithet which is now generally affixed
to his name. Some oí the darkest deeds of cruelty
that stain the records of -Spain were committed, in
obedience t.o the order of Pedro, within the .Alcazar;
and the delicate tracery on which we now gaze with
so much adrniration has often been stained with the
blood of his fou1est' and most rnerciless murders.
When one stands contemplating the endless beauties
of this fairy palace, what a revu1sion offeeling is at
once produced when the spectator suddenly recalls
to mind that the tyrant's own brother, the master
of Santiago, and rnany other victirns of his cruelty,
were murdered within these very walls! If these
stones could speak, what a record of man's de-
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pravity, of the mercilessness of man to man, would
they unfold !

The surrounding gardens present nothing par­
ticularly worthy of our admiration, and can scarcely
be said to reward one for the trouble of visit­
ing them. They are arranged in the Moorish
manner, their disposition being exceedingly stiff
and formal, presenting a complete contrast to the
unfettered freedom of nature. The walks are long,
straight, and regular; and the boxwood that
borders them is cut, by the skill of the gardener,
into an endle s variety of monstrous shapes, which
never, by any chance, resemble anything in nature.
There are long avenues in the Cinque-Cento style,
with the constant box-borders, forming green walls
on either side, cut and clipped into numberless new
devices, but still as remote from the resemblance of

everything natural as they can possibly be. Charles

V. i commemorated by one of these quaint devices
in one part of the garden, his heraldic bearing hav­
ing been cut in green box, and being now shown as
one of the greate't ornaments and curiosities of the
place. There are al o certain little hidden fountains
about the ground , against which the visitor should
be on his guard, if he is not desirous of feeling
their cooling effects before he sees them. They
are concealed in various out-of-the-way spots in the
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garden, and being fed with water from invisi­
ble springs among the gravel paths, may unex­
pectedly direct tbeir liquid streams upon tbe inno­
cent visitor who is walking carelcssly about,
anticipating no snch cool salutation.

The part of 8eville in which the Alcuzar is situ­
ated is by fhr the finest part of the town, the houses
and street~ being more handsomc than in any other
neighbourhood. But, as almost every one must have
remarked in visiting many otber cities, superiority in
appearance cloes not render a place the most inter­
esting and attractive. It very often happens that
those streets and bnildings which are associated with
the romantic chronicles of a former period, 01'

where the great government and ecclesiastical edi­
fices are situated, are in the oldest and most squalid
quarters. This part of Seville, however, where the
Alcazar is situated, is not altogether destitute of
interest. There are, in particular, several remark­
able edifices, which cannot fail to attract the atten­
tion of the curious stranger. La Faorica de Tobacos
is in the immediate vicinity of the Alcazar. Exter­
nally, notwithstanding the purpose to which, as in­
dicated by its name, it is put, it is a spacious palace,
within the precincts of which no fewer than three 01'

four thousand men and women find daily employment
in the manufacture of cigars and snuff. Another
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fine edifice on this side of eville i that known by
the name of La Lonja, which contains all the panish
archives relating to the affairs of outh America.
It posse ses a very magnificent staircase, und is
altogether a handsome building. Then there is the
palace of t. Elmo, where the Duke and Duchess of
Montpen ier now have their re idence, the princi.
pal uttraction of which is it exquisite gardens, which
are beuutifulIy arranged and kept in fine order.
Altogether, with such objects of attraction, in ad­
dition to the Roman tower, the origin of which is
unknown, the Cathedral, the Giralda, the Plaza de
Toro, and several fine churche , which are adorned
with aH that theatrical pomp in which the pani h
churchman o delicrhL, the ea tern part of the city
is by far the mo t intere ting to strangers, at lea t

so far as regards architectural display, fine buildings,
and those plaees that have been distinguished as the
scenes of remarkable al' important events in the
history of the country.

The village of La Triana, on the western side of
the river, forms a very miserable contrast with
the :fine buildings and churches, and the attractive
gardens, with which the ea tern side i adorned.
The Triana is the quarter where the gip ies congre­
gate, lounging about during the day, and seeking
the shelter of their miserable roofs on the approaeh
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of night. Though distincrui hed only by the de­
pravity and profligaey of their character, it wa
among them that .Murillo ought and found the
types which he afterward o often rcpeated in the
figures of his aint· and )Iadonna .

The pottery generally u ed in eville is manufa~­

tured in this district, and provides employment for
a considerable number of the poorer clas es of
the inhabitallts. The uint in whose protection
the city rejoices were pottcrs by trade. Their
names were J ustina and Rutina, and they are said
to have endured the sufi'ering and entered ioto the
glory of martyrdolll in the year 287. It is aloa
circum tance well worthy of observation, that if the
famou picture of Iurillo bears any resemblance at
aH to them, they mu t have been exaet fac-similes
of the gipsies that dwell in eville at the pre ent
momento

There is eertainly no part of cville in which the
artist can find so mueh employment for hi' peneil.
Oountenances and figure are every moment eomillg
under his observation, which he i tempted to com­
mit irnmediately to his sketch-hook. Expres ive
features, tawny complexions, und flashing dark
eyes urround him on ull sides, while the individual:)
to whom they belong are robed in costumes of dif­
ferent kinds, and of every variety of colour. Ir
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the manifestations of a wild and independent cha­
raeter, restrained to some extent by the vieinity of
more civilized soeiety, with which it forms so re­
markable a contrast, is songht by the wandering
limner, let mm come often among the gipsies of the
Triana, and he will soon fill his portfolio with heads,
every one of whieh is a study in itself. The gíp­
sies, it is true, are not qnite the most agreeable 01'

the safest company; and the Sevillanos, in particu­
lar, by whom they are regarded with unqualified
repugnance, have a very unfavourable opinion of
them. The old proverh, "Give a dog abad name
and hang him," may well be applied to them, for
every evil deed that is committeu in eville 01' its
neighbourhood is sure to be charged upon them,
there being, doubtless, reasons for supposing that
the aceusation is not altogether without foundation.
The temerity wbich, in the opinion of friends, 1
showed in venturing out alone among the gipsies,
and in freely perambulating their village, was eon­
sidered likely to lead to unpleasant consequences,
and if 1 had listened to their timid suggestions,
1 should have remained in a less suspicious
neighbourhood. However, 1 never met with any­
thing to make me repent of my coufidenee; 1
found the gipsies always civil and obliging; my
pencil was constantly employed in transferring the
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features of those whose appearance struck me, to
my sketch-b<1ok; and when the work was done, we
always parted good friends.

eville had always been. to us a place in which
we delighted. On previou occa ions we had in­
variably left it with regret, which was alleviated
only by the pro pect of returning at sorne future
time to revive our old as ociations, and to see the
friends we had made. We had now to suffer all
our former regrets ovar again in once more bidding
adieu to it. We accorclingly returned to Cadiz,
whence we embarked for our new destination, the
Canary Islands, where, almost with as much celerity
as the scene is changed in a theatre-and what is
life but a stage on which we play many parts ?­
our readers will next find uso
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CHAPTER XII.

Life Abroad-No Place like Home-The Penny P08t-The Times
-The hip from England-Removal to the Canaries-Dis­
tant view of the Peak of Teneriffe-Approach to the Island
- ames of the Canary Islands-Santa Cruz-The Rocka of
Paso Alto--Volcanic Origin of the Island-The Euphorbia
Canariensis - The Young Woman of Santa Cruz - Her
Apartment-How she passes the Evening-The Canary and
ita Cage - The T ovio - The Patio in the Cananes - The
Climate of Teneriffe-Itinerant Merchants-The Goods of·
France and EngIand-French Cutlery from heffield-Boxes
of ., Real Dollars "-The e of Old Letters-The Fowl­
woman's Ring-A. Vile Hacr- ative enes.

IT is scarcely pOS ible to make those who live in
England, enjoying all the pIeasures and advantage
of home, feel the various want of which those living
abroad are sensible, or to in pire them with any
sympathy for those who are constantly uttering
complaints, the justice of which they are unable to
appreciate. o words, however, are more true
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204 SIXTEEN YEARS üF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

than those of the familiar baIlad, "There's no place
like home." Go where we will on the face of the
wide earth, we shall still find that scarcely a
day passes over our heads in which we do not
catch ourselves giving expression to the feeling
contained in these words. No matter how trans­
parent rnay be the azure of the heavens, how rich
and glowing the tints of the atrnosphere, how un­
clouded tbe sun, how brilliant tbe fiowers, how
verdant the earth, and how crystalline the sea in
other clirnes, the heart still turns with irresistible
longing to the horne of our childhood, to the old
domestic hearth, the scene of our tenderest recol­
lections, to the spreading oaks, the beeches, and the
chestnuts of our country horne; ay, and even should
we have come forth frorn sorne crowded city, to
"our street," however dingy may have been its
houses, however dilapidated its pavement, and how·
ever confined the prospect we could obtain frorn
our chamber window. Ah! yes, it is a strange, but
invariable, law of our being, which, in after life,
sanctifies the scenes of our giddy and thoughtless
youth, and turns the eyes even of the dying patrio
arch, who, in a far distant land, is looking forward
with the confidence of Christian faith to a better
home, whose associations shall never be broken,
baúk with tender recollection to bis childhood's
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home, so rich in mernories of a motber's love and of
a father's tender discipline.

But 1 must avoid falling into a sentimental strain,
for however toucbing it may be, there is always a
certain degree of weakness in it; and when too
long indulgerl in, it makes one as unsteady in his
tboughts as the intoxication produced by ardent
spirits makes the drunkard on his legs. Perhaps
sorne one, too, who has never been far beyond the
bounds of bis own village or city, or who at least
has never crossed the seas and straits that separate
our island from other lands, and who is fired with
aU the enthusiastic desire of youth to see strange
countries beyond the sea, may stop and ask what it
can be, when one is so happy as to have the privi­
lege of beholding a11 the novel spectacles of those
sunny lands where nature gives birth to so much
that is grand and beautiful, that you can possibly
miss in familiar, homely, everyday old England.
WeU, my reply to that question would be, The very
things we miss most are the most familiar and the
most homely. For instance, there's the "penny
post," bringing us every morning, 1 may say every
hour, the welcome letters of our friends, with the
joyful information tbat tbey are quite well, with
afi'ectionate enquiries regarding our health, touching
allusions to the state of the weather, account of
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206 SIXTEEN YEA.RS OF A.N A.RTIST'S LIFE IN

purchaaes that had been recently made,-the faith­
fuI impressions, moreover, of every change oí
feeling, tbe chronicles oí every domestic ailment,
oí vapours, hysterics, toothache, headache, and
heartache. These epistIes penned by friendship,
not to speak of the more tender communications of
love in aH shapes and guises, we must renounce in
the distant isIes of the sea. Tben there is the
broad sheet of the "Times," laid out on your
breakfast-table as regularly as the clock strikes
every morning at nine o'clock, and with its parlia­
mentary debates, its poIice reports, its meIancholy
occurrences, its chronicIes of fashion, its commercial
intelligence, its marriages, divorces, and breaches
of promise, forming such an excellent accompani­
ment to your hot roil, egg, and coffee. The
" Times" comes to hand only at distant intervals
when it gets so far beyond the domain of the
inland post. Sorne may think that these and such
as these are very little things, the want of
which may easily be born. But it is of such
" little things " that the enjoyment of life is made
up. You wiII often hear one man say that he
would rather go without his breakfast than bis
newspaper; another will take the shirt off his back
to buy a book that few others would give a sixpence
for; and a tbird wauld not exchange his pipe of
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tobacco for the mo t tempting di he that were ever
laid before the nicest epicure.

Only tho e who e de tiny ha driven them far
from home can at aH realize the strong emotion with
which every thing and every incident that reminds
them of the scene they have left¡ i regarded. A
permanent re idence in a forei!!Il land, e\'en thongh
voluntary, is still expatriation, which always implies
the napping of many of the mo t tender ties by
which the heart is bound to all that it best laves.
How often have 1 stood on the shore of sorne
country where a11 around me was strange and un·
sympathetic, and gazing out upon the sea, beheld
the little speck that ju ,t dotted the horizon, and
watched with the mo't anxiou feelings its en1arge­
ment to the sight, until hull, and ma ts, and
shrouds were all clearly revealed, and 1 saw with a
thrill of inexpressible deliO'bt the well-known flag

that told he was froro England. In a place where
the ves..,el with the English mail only come once a
month, her arrival i one of the roo t important
events to the eager expectant of letters from home,
and no one can tell the alternate hopes and fears,
the su peuse and dread, that have po e sed our
minds, 01' been ubdued and controUed, during the
1a...t thirty days. WIlen, however, tbat little dot is

de cried 011 the horizon, and the telescope bring.
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208 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S UFE IN

within our sight the banner under which the
Royal Mail ship sails, all these anxious feelings are
at once concentrated within a short space and upon
one object, growing into iutensity until she rnakes
her way proudly into the port, sends the letter-bags
on shore, the contents of which, whether of joy 01'

woe, are so longed for by the cornrnercial and pro­
fessional residents, all of whom, though belonging
to the rnost adventurous nation on earth, are yet
almost ready to apply to England the words of the
Italian who said that "out of Ttaly every place was
exile."

Such were the feelings that had often been expe­
rienced by rnyself in the course of rny long wander­
ings, and of my residence in various lands. 1 had
long been a resident in Morocco, and had, in tbe
course of time, become familiar with scenes and faces
as different as can be well imagined from tbe familiar
sights of England and its pleasant fireside homes.
1 had now, once again, to set up rny lares in a
strange place, in a remote group of islands, at
sorne distance from the western side of orthern
Africa.

When still at a great distance from the islands, the
eyes of aH on board the ship were eagerly bent in
the direction in which we were given to understand
the island of Teneriffe layo When there were still
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one hundred and twenty miles of ocean between us
and the spot to which we were bound, eager looks
were constantly on the watch, every one being
anxious to catch the first sight of the well-known
Peak of Teneriffe, and to announce it to his com­
panions. At last, an exulting sbout announces
that it is in view, and irnrnediately every eye is
strained to bring it witbin reach of its visiono
But tbere are few on board whose visual organs
have been so trained by long practice as to enable
them to see an object that has as yet been only
barely díscerned by tbe sailors who are accustomed
to distinguisb, with wonderful certainty, objects
that are separated from them by an incredible
space. Gradually, however, the Peak began to
100m on the verge of the borizon, at first a dim and
shadowy outline, whicb, in a sbort time, became so
clearly defined that its sharp precipitous outline was
seen ascending in the air to the height, as authorities
tell us, of more than fifteen thousand feet aboye
the level of the sea. Tbe atmosphere is cIear,
soft, and grateful to tbe eye, pervaded by that
mellow light in whích every object of sight is seen
with a distinctness of outline and a depth of colour
that impress theÍr image with such vividness on the
mind that the imagination can at any time recall
their principal features. He that has eyes to see,

VOL. 1. P
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and ha once beheld tbe Peak of Teneriffe in aH
it glory, can never forget a spectucle which ha
nothing to match it in any otbet part of the world.
In unspeakable grandeur it rLes far aboye the
cloud that one can sometime see gathering in
dark ma es about it sides, while the atmo phere
through which you gaze upon it is of that match­
lessly beautiful etLereal tint which it defies aH the
skilI of art, and aH the means that art can employ,
to imitate. 1t is indced one of those exhibition
of the magnificence of nature before which we stand
enthraHed, which at fir t overawes the mind with
a sen e of tbe grandeur of Him by wbose band so
wonderful a structure wa piled aboye tbe clouds,
and tben exalts every feeling with tbat sen e of
devotion which so grand a testimony of the power
and migbt of tbe Creator, as manifested in his
work~, is o weIl calcuIated to produce.

The Canary 1 lana , known also by the name of
the Fortunate Islands, líe off the outh We tern
extremity of Aorocco, the neare t of them not
being o mucb a fifty mile from the African
continent. The one di tingui hed by the appella­
tion of the Canary Island ha given it name to the
whole group, the names of the otber six principal
islands being Forteventura, the nearest to the main­
land, Lancerota, Teneriffe, Gomera. Palma, and
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Ferro, the place selected by the geographers of
former time for a first meridiano The Canarie con­
tain about 2,900 square mile~, and have a popula­
tion of about 1 0,000 inhabitant . anta Cruz,
in Teneri1fe, is the principal town in tbe island , and
the rejdence of tbe Spanish Governor. Rere, a
the ship drew near to her de'tination, we found
that we were to land, which, in one respect wa
unfortunate, for the side of the i land on which
the capital is built is by no means the one most
calculated to give a favourable idea of it to those
who visit it for the first time, and particularIy
to tho e who, having to make their residence in it,
are anxious ta find it in reality aH that their
highe t anticipatians had led tbem to look fol'.
There is one unanswerable rea on, however, for
landing here-viz., that tbe anchorage at anta

ruz 1 much uperior to hat it i at Orotava
(Taora) in the north of the i land, it former
capital.

1.-o one could employ an epitbet whicb more
preci 'ely expre ~e tbc appearance of thi
little capital than tbat which the celebrated
traveIler Humboldt u eu.in de::cribing it. He
says that it i' a "neat town." It is so
-neat and pretty, but exceedingly dusty and
hoto The cenery aronnd it i not only grand and

p 2
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212 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

majestic in appearance; but the light in which it is
seell is rnost favourable, being of that subdued
tint which, as contrasted with the more showy and
glaring colours, is so pleasing to the eye. The
island is evidently of volcanic origin, as the wild
and irregular masses of rock which surround the
town sufficiently testify. Few who have visited
Santa Cruz will ever forget the desolate and
savage appearance of the rocks of Paso Alto,
which extend to the outskirts of the town. The
dark bronze colour with which they are tinged
is probably the result, in sorne measure at least,
of the presence of the Euphorbia Canariensis,
which abounds in great quantities in the neighbour­
hood.

The white-washed town of Santa Cruz, sparkling
in the resplendent light of a noonday SUD, cOlltrasts
pleasingly with these dark rnasses, as well as with
the hard basalt and the soft pumice in the midst of
which it is built. Though the capital of the is­
lands and the residence of the Governor, it can
make no pretensions to architectural beauty, every
house, to an appearance, having been erected only
to suit the taste, the caprice, the pocket, 01' the
convenience of its owner, but with no regard to
general effect, to the regular arrangement of the
treets, 01' the align.ement of the houses in them
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'Ybere we can expect so little in tbe way of har­
mony, tbere is often the mo t triking, and indeed
ludicrons, contra t::-. Rere a large wandering
bou~e rising into the air, story after tory, until it
attains a considerable elevation, with its long rows
of window, as many as nine 01' ten being often
een in a single line, supported, one on each side,

by two little cat-faced cottages, wbich are not pos-
es ed even of a s€cond story, and bave only two

little windows, in the upper half of which panes of
glas' are inserted, but in the lower only wooden
panels, which can be opened and shut at pleasure.
When you happen to be pa ing one of these houses,
a panel suJdenly flies open, and a pair of dazzling
black eyes are fixed with undisgui ed curiosity
upon you. But although yon have the conviction
that the foresaid eyes are scanning your appearance
most carefully, you are not favoured with a sight
of the owner, for probably it i only the early part
of the day yet, and she is in such a state of de habille
that he cannot venture to how her elf, in return,
to anyeye that may be as curiou as her own. At
nigbt, however, you may be favoured with a sigbt
of the lady, for by that time she has arrayed her·
elf in a becoming manner, and, as we say at home,

is now fit to be een. he is probably an attrac­
tive young woman, with handsome features, dark
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complexion, piercing eyes, and Iuxuriant hair, in
which a sprig of jasmin or an orange-blossom has
been arranged.

Sbe will then be fonnd enjoying herself in the
cool of the evening, fol' tbe Iuxury of idleness is the
pIeasure in which, aboye aH otbel's, she delights.
y ou can look into her room now, if you plea e, and
observe aH the arrangements of her IittIe home, for
tbe sbutters are wide open, amI will remain so for
the night, at lea t until the bour for retiring to
rest, which is un earIy one bere. The fi1'st thing
that you remark is most probably the Iittle green
canary bird in its handsome cage of canework. Did
you eve1' see such ahorne for a canary before? It
has its neut little tu1'rets and its IahY1'inth of corri­
dorso The cross, tbat never-failing ornament of
their apartm€'nt, is suspended over it; and that
faded garland of the mo't beautiful f1owe1's, wbich
was bung there, during the last festival, in revived
fresbness and f1'agrance, will remain aboye it
until tbe f10wers of next year blo:: om in aH tbeir
loveliness again, and the old garland is replaced by a
new one. Sorne prints, by no means in a superior
style of a1't, but being gaudily coloured, more
valued tban if tbey were, are hung from nails in
the waIl. The1'e are only two chairs, and these in
rathe1' a dilapidated condition, the seats baving
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long since disappeared, and two patches of c10th,
generally of sorne gaudy colour, beíng nailed to
the place where they once were. In the list of
article thus di played for u e and ornament, we
IDight al o mention the lady' shoe, on1y that, as
she is in fuII dress at pre ent, her toe is thrust into
the tip of it.

The mistre~s of this simple apartment is leaning
out of the window, not ab olutely doing notbing, as
OHr familiar idiom pe1'mits liS to say, for she is
100king with an eager expression, with aH he1' soul
in ber eyes, down the street. On following the
direction of her gaze, we discover that it is fixed
on the trellised balcony at the further end of the
treet, but we cannot see anytbing to attract her

attention there, for the balcony is empty. The
hon e to which it belong appear to be closely
shut up, and so demurely innocent is tbe aspect of
everything about the place, tbat JOu wouId no
more expect to find any source of miscbief there
than in the mo t exclu ive convento One 1ittle
circum tunce only betray that the house is not
quite o de oIate a' u ha ty judgment would lead
you to suppose. ome light eddies of smoke,
which will make their wayalmo t through anything,
are i'suing through the crevices. ls it the smoke
of a cigar? It resembles it very mucho
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If the last-mentioned circumstance has excited
any suspicion in your mind as to the origin of the
smoke which comes from the house, and the object
of the gaze that is fixed upon it, take the oppor­
tunity of passing that way again when the light of
day is fading, when tbe dusky shades of evening
are beginning to full llpon the earth, and JOu will
obtain a satisfactory explanation of the appearances
that had excited your curiosity. The island beauty
is then in a11 her glory. What exu1tation and pride
there is in the expression of ber features, in the
glance of her eye! She looks at you with confi­
dence now, and expects you to look at her in
return, for she has got sorne one with her, who is
of very decided opinion that she is we11 worth
looking at, and has told her so time after time.
Her Novio, 01' lover, is outside the window, and
there he will remain for the llext three bours, in­
dulging with his ladylove in a11 the gentle dallianee,
in a11 the speaking glances, in a11 the rapturous de­
clarations which constitute tbe language of affec­
tion aH over the world. In the mean time he
smokes away, for nothing can be done be1'e witbout
the cigar, ticks away its ashes, smokes again, and
through the haze of the light eddying smoke, sends
soft glances to the lady at the window. It is not
merely, however, in the flirtation itself that they
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delight; that, no doubt, is the source of great
pleasure, but it is the appearance of the thing, the
importance it gives them in the eyes of the spec­
tators. Their meeting is as deliberately prepared
and conducted as if it was a matter of business,
and the gentleman is no more forgetful of his
comfort than of his pleasure during the time de­
voted to courtship, for he not unfrequently brings
a three-legged stool with him, on which he can sit
and smoke at leisure, converse, and dart soft
glances towards the object of his admiration pro

temo
Rere also, as in Morocco and Spain, in the

centre of every house, is the open space called the
Patio. It is a mistake, however, to suppo e that
in aclimate such as that which the Canary Islands
enjoy, such open courts are altogether necessary as
means for securing a free ventilation. The average
of the heat in the summer months does not exceed
ninety degrees Fahrenheit; but the inhabitants
greatly enjoy the cool and refreshing air, and they
will resort to any means to secure an uninterrupted
continuance of it, even although, in excluding the
heat, they are so unfortunate as to exclude the
light also. The Patio is certainly admirably
adapted to the wants of the Moors, their peculiar

habits and customs rendering it of more impor-
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tance to them than to nations that have never
adopted sorne of the peculiar usages of Moham­
medan countries. Privacy i a matter of so much
importance to the latter, tbat they cannot allow
tbe use oí such transparent and open sources of
light and coolness as tbe windows to wbich we are
accustomed. Tbey are consequently under tbe
necessity of diminishing to the utmost extant such
apertures as may be deemed advantageous for the
admission of air into the several apartments of their
dwellings; and uch as they allow are never so
placed as to give immediate entrance to the direct
rays of the sultry sun of 10rocco, but are always
in sorne shady place, 01' under the protection of
overhanging roofs. In the circumstances, there·
fore, in which the Moors are placed, such a cool
and open court as the Patio is absolutely nece sary
as a snitable resort for the females and children of
their families during tbe oppressive heat of the day,
and even during tbe sultry atmo phere of the even­
ing.

As the Canary islanders are not Mohammedans,
and they are exposed to the coolíng breezes coming
from the ocean, they cannot urge tbe same un­
answerable argument fol' the use of the Patio.

till it serves very useful purposes to them also.
In any country where the continuance of warm
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weather can be depended on, it forms a pleasing
place for ocial re ort, where the family can work,
com'er e, and take their meal. It i aIso the well­
known rendezvou in which the ladie of the hou e
can meet the itinerant vendor of female apparel,
and bargain with them while the latter unfold
before their admiring eye the varied articles which
are so displayed as to appear a tempting as pos-
ible, Then, hither al o come the dealers in old
ilver, the wandering jewel1ers, with their glittering

stock of gold and precious stones, the exhibition of
which calls forth many an exclamation of admira­
tion, many a. longing gaze, many a secret thought
of how well such and such an article would become
me. Then appears perhaps the woman who deals
in the good and wtuffi of Ianchester, who, after
walking frequently a many an five-and-twenty long
and weari ome miles, i now, as we may en
imagine, quite ready to ayail her elf of the weat
which i obliO'ingly offered for her acceptance, in
order to re t her tired limb. Her tongue, how­
ever, requiring no rest in the meantime, begin to
move with alacrity, and to the curious inmate~ of the
dwelling, who have gathered round her to hear all
the news he has got to tell, she proceeds in the re­
lation oí more particulars in the way oí the events
that have happened in other parts oí the island,
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the chit-chat, the scandal, the reports, the births,
marriages, and deaths, than could be well crammed
into the columns of the Times newspaper. The
fact that ber information lS allloeal, and is generally
intermingled 01' wound up with abundant comments
of her own, by no means the most charitable in
their nature, deprives it of none of its zest to these
simple and ingenuous minds.

Wben the goods in tbe basket are displayed
before the many glistening eyes that are fixed upon
them, abundant evidence is afforded that France
and Englund are either allies 01' rivals in commerce,
as they have so often been in war. Everything
that is novel 01' beautiful in the way of ladies'
apparel is sure to be the product of the prolific
looms of one of tbese countries; and if an article
is not English, you may be certain that it is
Frencb. Tbe only unaccountable tbing is, tbat tbe
artic1es wbicb one would expect to be announced
as of Engli h manufacture are represented to be
French; and tbose which have been prepared by
French hands are exhibited as the result of Engli h
urt and ingenuity. The goods that have really
come originally from Manchester bave but recentIy
arrived, as we are assured, from sorne celebrated
French manufacturing town; and cutlery that has
been shaped and sharpened by French hands is
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lauded with as much confidence as the best produc­
tion of the skilI and experience of Sheffield. There
is deception even in the combs with which they are
to dress their heads, for while they have arrived as
part of a very misceIlaneous cargo from the shores
of Gaul, the word, "English comb," are legibly
stamped upon each. Then we have a tempting
display of English perfumery, prepared in France,
01' of French Windsor soap and lavender-water,
concluding with the last but not the least necessary
article, viz., English papers of French pins, which,
if they have the disadvantage, on account of having
no points, of penetrating any article with difficu1ty,
possess at any rate the counter-advantage that
they wiil never draw a drop of blood, 01' call forth
an exclamation of pain, by an unIucky prick. But
the most remarkable thing about them is, that they
are sold in boxes of "real dollars," a representation,
1 suppose, grounded on the fact that the small fiat
boxes in which they are contained are made in the
semblance of some French coin.

In the immense store of artietes of alI shapes
and kinds which the wandering merchant has been
triumphantly displayillg to the eager and longing
gaze of her numerous spectators, we discover only
one object of native production. It is certainly a
strange thing to be offered for sale, being nothing

J
~

"
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more nor le than a packet of well-fingered and
grea y letters, from which tho e who are inclined
to purcha e are invited to elect; and as curio ity
i ever an a11-powerful principIe, and no le ~ in
the e solitary i land than in place where the up­
ply of news is more plentiful, they ofien meet with
a pre ing demando While the audience (for the
aleswoman not only di play her merchandize, but

keeps up an uninterrupted tiow of talk in its prai e)
are li tening to her tiattering representations of the
value oi her goods, and to her invitations not to
lose so favourable an opportunity of providing
them elves with articles of which they may stand
in need, the fowl-woman ha laid her plethoric and
apoplectic brood on the ground, leaving them there,
fol' they are safely tied by the legs, so that they
cannot e cape, to bang their aching heads on the
hard stone~, while he i u ing every exertion to
strain a magic ring over her gigantic fingers, a task,
to a11 appearance, which only a magician could
accompli h. While he L torturing her elf to get
thi talismanic object to it· proper position, it ud­
denly open into three eparate ring , and while she
i utterly at a loss in what manner to di'po e oí the
supertiuous two, she knows not how to relea e her
suffering finger, which now begins to feel the effect
of the . tl'ain put upon by the one in which it
remains tightly imprisoned.
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.t: T ext to her i a IoveIy IittIe child, trembling
under the infiuence of sorne of tbo e unaccountabIe
apprehen ion that frequentIy torment children in
the pre ence of oIder per' n . he is exceedinrrly
dirty, however, and ha carceIy anything that can
be called a garment to cover he1' IittIe limb. The
onIy article in her po e~ ion \ hich couJd be applied
to such a pUTpose i a hawI, wbich, bowever, he
had found other empIoyrnent for, "iz., by using it
to conceal a fowI she carried under her arro, and
wbich there was reason to suspect she had not
obtained in a perfectly honest manner. The pOOl'
impri oned fowI, however, has made its escape,
having managed to break loo e from her hoId, and
is now crowing ayer the pOOl', ickly, and sufi'ering
ones on the pavement. There is al o un old hag,
not of the mo t prepos e ing appearance, the
o ten ibIe object of who e pre ence is that of

endeavouring to di po e of a brooch, formed of
sorne mean metal, but of a glítterin lT and sbowy
appearance, the value of which, in aH probability, i
not twopence. " ith chattering teetb and quaking
frume, he i ready to pour into the ear of any who
will li ten to her such scandalou report a he
tbinks may pIea e them; and even tbe most trust­
ing innocence i not safe from her polIutillg words,

if she can on1y hope to gain a mall coín to reward
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her. But, fortunately, mo tare engros ed with the
contents of the female pedlar's basket, which, like
the cornucopia of ome expert dealer in the art of
legerdemain, seems to po es an endless variety of
tbe most tempting stores, by whicb the eyes of old
and young, of rich and poor, of tbose who can
purchase, and oí those who cannot, are irresistibly
attracted. ~
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CHAPTER XIII.

A Visit in Teneriffe--A DileIIll1la--Substitute íor Bell and
Knocker-Quien es ?-A Rickety Staircase--A Lost Key­
The Wrong one Found-Studies in Art-A Lesson oí
Patience--The Dark Apartment-A Drawing-Room in the
Canaries-:\Iy Polite Reception-The Etiquette oí Visita-

ubjects oi Conversation-Extrawlgant Proia;sioDil oí Friend·
ship-The Garden on the Rooí-View oí the Bay of Santa
Cruz-Leaky Housetops-Effects of a udden and Heavy
hower-The Public Promenade--The Plaza at Dusk-Talk·

ing andFlirting-TheMarble Cro.;s-Monumentof theAppa­
rition of the Blessed Virgin-The Plaza uddenly Deserted­
Scrvice at Church-The ' rmon-D' ription oí the Church
when Lighted up-Influencl.' oí the Roman Catholic Ritual­
The tatue oí the Virgin Arrayed in the Marchesa's cast-off
Garment--The rmon CriticL-ed.

WI HI TG to paya vi it to the lady of the hou e, we
had to make our way a ucce~ fu11y as we could
through the compact crowd a embled before the
house. We proceeded into the Patio, which pre·
sented the same attractive appearance, with
the same 80ft cooling air, as those we have

VOL. l. Q
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226 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

already described in Morocco and Spain. In the
centre was a shady group of trees, consisting of
bananas and the richly-blossoming orange-tree. As
we moved forward, we started a dozing pigeon,
which immediately took flight and preceded us
upstairs. We made our way up, and when we had
got to the top, perceiving none of the usual means
by which visitors are enabled to announce their
presence in the different parts of Europe, we were
at a loss how to apprise the inmates of the honour
we intended them. What were we to do? We
looked carefully about, but there was no bell, no
knocker, none even of those rude pieces of notched
¡ron of which one 01' two specirnens stiU exist, 01' at
least recently existed, in Edinburgh. We had no
alternative, thel'efore, but to put our ingenuity to
the test, and to apply sorne of those available
articles, of which there were probably several within
reach, to tbe purpose of a bell 01' knocke1', fol' tbe
people in this distant and primitive island are not
particular, and anything that makes a noise, and
can be heard with sufficient distinctness, wiII answer
your pu1'pose. We at length succeeded in arousing
the attention oí the inmates by banging as loudly as
we could with our hands and with a piece of wood,
and were at last responded to by a voice proceeding
from one ofthe top gaIIeries. AltbouO'h we wel'e vel'Y
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well acquainted with the panish languagf', we had
ome difficulty, from the ~hriekingvoice in which the

wonl' were uttered, in recognising them as Quien es ?
Who i it? On looking up, we perceived that the

per on from whom thi inquiry had proeeeded wa

not of a very prepo~ e ing appearance, her cIothes
being tagO'ed about her in that earele s and unbe·
eoming manner which indicated great slovenliness.
However, on bawling up our query if tbe lady of
the hou e was within, for the figure we had j ti 't

beheld did not ehoose to deseend in arder to pass

one 01' two worus more conveniently, 01' as a mark

of re pect to her mistre 's visitar, we were told to
mount n. fliO'ht of steps whieh we saw before us,
and by which, as this uncivil Abigail would not
de eend to u , we had to monnt up to her. The
tairs, it mu t be confe ed, did not appear to be in

the mo,t inviting condition; they had an the

appearanee of having done good erviee, of having
been worn away by many feet, and of having borne

the weight of many a heavy load. They gave
painful evidence of the uncertainty of all earthly
thing'; and, although they had never come down
yet, they might while we were upou them. But it
was usele to reason on probabilities 01' possibilities,

for we had come for a certain purpo e, we had

announced our elves, and we mu t either go np 01' ex-
Q 2
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pose ourselves to painful suspicions, being strangers,
01' to equally painful ridicule. Accordingly, we
prepared to ascend, and made our way upwards,
picking our steps with as much care as if we were
crossing a sballow stream by means of a number of
loose stones that rest upon no very secure founda­
tion. Being almost out of breath when we got to
the top, we were not sorry to be told tbat tbe key
of the drawing-room was missing, for while the maid
was eitber looking, 01' pretending to look for it, it
gave us an opportunity of resting and recovering
ourselves, and of looking round to. observe the
appearance and disposition of the place. We
observed that the walls were adorned with sorne
works of art-that is to say, of art in its more
primitive and simple sense, when it delights in
certain broadly-marked, typical figures, and in the
most glaring and showy colours. If the pictures
were not exactly such as would satisfy even a
slightly critical taste, they had, at any rate, the
advantage of providing sorne occupation for our
eyes while the girl was searching for the key. We
observed that the prints were three in number, two
of them being illustrations of great events in tbe
history of the Spanish Conquest, and the third a
Scripture subject.

While we were deeply intent on the study of the
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Conquest of ,fexico and Peru, or of :Moses in the
Bulru hes, my ears were caught by a rather uspi­
ciou kind ofsound, and on endeavouringto di cover
whence it proceeded, 1 saw certain indications which
led me to conclude that the key was inside the lock,
and that, by some mysterious agency from the inside,
it was kept incessantly turning round and round,
and dropping out, and being put in again, but never
by any chance succeeding in opening the door. 1
wa at a loss to account for so strange a circum­
stance. 1 began to fancy it might be a Canarian
way of politely announcing to the stranger that
the lady was not at home to visítors just at that
moment, when 1 heard a voice from within exclaim­
ing, "Eso no es la llave" or "This is not the key,"
and 1 thought the best thing 1 could do, as 1 had
not yet fini hed the study of the forementioned
prints, wa to turn to them again, and to ee if 1
could not discover some hidden beauties in tbem
which had never yet been detected by the most
knowing eye. Accordingly, 1 resllmed my study ;
but before 1 had got very deeply wrapt in it, a
second key was found and applied, and on being
turned in the lock, was seen to be the one desired,
for the door opened with rather a tartling bang,
a if surprised at an operation to which it was not
often subjected, and we were ushered into the room,
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while, much to my surprise, it was in a state of
utter darkness.

1t was, 1 confess, with sorne timidity that 1
entered the unknown apartment in which 1 could
not see a single step before me. 1 felt somewbat in
tbe position of tbe sailor wbo is about to make bis
entrance into ome unknown sea, to the navigation
of which be is an utter stranger. There was tbis
difference, however, in my case, that it was not for
myself 1 was afraid, but for the injury 1 might
very probably have the misfortune to commit. 1
imagined myself entering, without a guide and with­
out a light, into one of those richly.furnished draw­
ing rooms, where you may come upon a handsome
vase offiowers, a crystal globe ofgold fish, a statue of
Parian marble, 01' sorne other rich and valuable work
of art, and commit sorne irrep3l'able damage by a
wrongly directed footstep, 01' by sweeping some­
thing from the table with the arm which you hold
out to direct your movements. 1 felt very thankful
when, tardily as it was done, the littIe haIf inch of
window was opened, and by the light which streamed
in,I was able to takea survey ofthe room, the possible
danger to the ornament' 01' furniture of which had
so seriously alarmed me. To any one who couId
have seen me at the moment, 1 have no doubt 1
must have presented a picture ofridicuIous astonish-
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mento The richIy decorated room which, in imagina­
tion, 1 had so hastiIy painteu, furnished and adorned,
wa aImo~t as clear as a de erted race-course. It
wa one of those Iarge oId-fashioned pani h drawing­
rooms, which are o intere ting on account of the
recollections of the manners and custom. of alife
which has pa sed away that they excite, but .which
wa entirely de titute of every other elaim to admira­
tion, for the furniture, either u eful 01' ornamental,
wbich it contained, migbt alI bave been comprised
in a very short invoice. If we remember rightly,
it included the following articles, none of them of a
yery costIy description, but aH carefulIy preserved
as acred heirlooms to go down from generation to
generation, uncbanged by the con tant innovations
of ever-varying fa hion. Fir t, there was a very
spacious hor e-hair sofa, very hard and very slip­
pery, and altogether a mo t ub tantial piece of
furniture compared with the more elegant and light
productions of tbe upholstery art in modern times.
In the centre of the apartment was a small round
tabIe, appearing by contra t with tbe space in
which it was pIaced, if po ibIe, even more diminu­
tive tban it really was. And, IastIy, there were no
fewer tban two dozen chairs, su of which were
placed at l'igbt angles with the sofa, and the re­
mainder distributed, as conveniently and as neatly
as they could be, about the room.
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Such was the apartment into which, after so
much trouble, and with so many doubts and fears,
1 was at last introduced, and in which the lady
whom 1 was desirous of seeing soon made her ap­
pearance. 1 found her to be exceedingly courteous,
quite empressé in manner, delighted to see me, ex­
ceedingly honoured by my visito In a word, the

excessive politeness with which she received me was
what we shouId consider in England overdone.
Considering her in the light of an actress, she
might be said to have overstepped the modesty of
nature, and her very expression indicated, as
plainly as words couId do, that the feeling upper­
most in her mind was, how well she had played her
part; far it must be remembered that the etiquette
of a visit is so strictly arranged here, that it almost
becomes a sort of dramatic entertainment rather
than an outpouring of friend1y feelings.

The lady visitor is always placed on the right
hand of the mistress of the house, for that is
the post of honour; and if the party should com­

prise any gentlemen, the chairs that are disposed at
right angles with the sofa are allotted to them.

The conversation may possibly, after the ice of a
formal reception has been melted in the gIow of
warm and friendly feelings, take a more free and
unconstrained direction; but there are certain, so
to speak, stock subjects which must be regularly
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disposed of, somewhat in the same way as in Eng­
land we generally discuss the weather, the news of
the day, 01' the state of our health, before subjects
of a more miscellaneous and interesting nature can
be fairly started. The lady of the Canaries pro­
ceeds, in the first place, to inform you of the num­
ber of her children, who, she assures you, are all
your devoted servants; she expatiates on the ex­
cellencies of their several dispositions, and on their
various acquired qualifications. This is a subject
upon which many, it may be most, can dilate with
considerable volubility, and not unfrequently to
the no small tedium of the listener, whom the law
of a rigorous etiquette requires to endure this in­
fliction. She makes a loud profession also of her
own devotion to you, will consider no sacrrnce too
great in order to oblige you, declares herself, in all
tbings, your very humble servant, and if you are
only civil in return, she assures you that every­
thing that belongs to her is yours, her house, her
children, her furniture, and her chickens. In fact,
there is no limit to her devotion, 01' at any rate to
her profession of it.

This is all very well, and if you receive it as
sincerely meant, must inspire one with a very high
idea of the Spanish lady of the Canaries; but a very
short acquaintance is sufficient to enable us to set
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a true value upon a11 such exces ive protestations
of friendship and devotioll. It would be absurd to
suppose that they are intended literally, and the
lady her elf who has been assuring you, with an
uppeal'ance of so much sincerity, of her eager
desil'e to be of sel'vice to you, would probably be
the first to laugh in your face if you exhibited so
much simplicity a to put faith in her assertions,
and if you expected her actually to realise her
words by her actions. The plain truth }s, that it
is not in tl1e dornestic circ1e, al' in the privacy of
her own horne, that the Spanish lady is seen, in
these islands, in perfection, 01' in her true cha­
racter.. It is in the public prornenade, in places of
di play, that she appears in an hel' lustre; und
although she may be still ucting a pal't (for what
is Jife in Spain, in the Canarie , 01' in Englanrl, but
a scene where ruan plap many parts?) it is one
which is more con onant to her innate disposition,
which gratifies hel' love of display, which inspires
her with the hope of ronque t. There is no time
01' place in which one can behold hel' to greatel'
advantage than in the Plaza at dusk, whel'e she
walks abollt as stately as a stage queen, playing
with hel' fan, and dal'ting expressive glance from
behind it; 01' in the ball-room, where she l'eigns
triumphantly over a circ1e of humble admirel's;
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01' in the church, where she goes to say her prayers,
to be looked at, and to look about her.

But this digression must not lead me to forget
that 1 am still on a visit, that 1 have been intro­
duced to a lady whose acquaintance 1 am anxious
to make, because, among other reasons, 1 wish to
have a good opportunity of learning something of
the habits and life of the peopIe. Having got over
the formal introduction, and thrown aside sorne of
the re erve with which a first meeting of strangers
is generally attended, she made a proposition, to
which 1 gladly assented, that we should go out to
the roof of the house, both to see it and to enjoy
the coolness of the evening airo When 1 stepped
out upon it, 1 was quite astonished at the sight
that met my eyes, bcing altogether unprepared to
see it laid out with so much beauty and order. It
wa a perfect garden, fragrant with the odour of the
fine t geraniurns; while fuschias and other beautiful
flowers hung down over the house in a profusion of
many-coloured garlands. It commanded also a
most magnificent view, the bay, with its gentIy
undulating billows tipped by the sun-light, extend·
ing out befOle us until it joined the ocean. Alto­
gether, the flat roof is perhaps the most pleasant
part of the house, an excellent resort for the famiIy
at certain hours, and in sorne conditions of the

I
~

"
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236 SIXTEEN YEARS OF A.N ARTIST'S LIFE IN

weather even more agreeable than the patio.
These flat roofs, however, even when constructed
with the greatest care, have one great disadvan­
tage, which invariably makes itself feIt in the course
of time, and that is, that they aH leak to a con­
siderable extent. DUl'ing the great heat of the
summer in the Iatitllde of these islands, the various
timbers that compose the 1'oof, and the beams that
support it, unavoidably sh1'ink to a considerable
extent; and when the first heavy rains that come
afte1' tbe uninterrupted drougbt of summer begin
to pou1' down in torrents, tbe water soon oozes
through the 1'oof, ere long drenching it so entirely
that it at last comes pouring down in a perfect flood
into the bed-chambers and other apartments,
sparing nothing that is left exposed to its fury,
but soaking everything, clothes and stores of all
kinds, before tbey can he resclled from tbe torrents
that pour in upon tbem. When the rain reaches
the pa sages, making its way in a flood from
apa1'tment to apartment throughout the house,
there is only one metbod by which the inmates of
the severa! houses can deliver themselves from, 01'
at any rate diminish the disagreeable effects of so
painful a visitation. They bore holes in the floor,
from story to story, thus permitting the water to
find its way as quickIy as possible to the ground-
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floor, and thence to the patio, where there are
means by which it can sink into the earth, thence
to be drawn up again into the atmosphere, aud to
descend, at sorne future period, in similar floods.

Besides the churches and their private houses,
perhaps the most favourable place in the town of

anta Cruz to obtain a knowledge of the people is
the Plaza, the great scene of public resort, where
the inhabitants of a11 ranks and classes freely
intermingle. In the cool of the evening, this open
space is a11 alive with crowds of women in black,
with black eyes, black hair, and black mantillas.
The long and sultry day, during which they have
been lounging about in tbeir bouses and idling
away tbeir time, is ovar now; llnd they are all
deeply engaged in what constitutes one, 01' rather
two, of the most important occupations of life with
them, namely, talking and flirting. What an in­
cessant movement of the never-absent fan is going
on, as, like so many gigantic and frantic butter­
flies, they glitter and sparkIe in the fair hands of
their owners! The men, also, if they had any
more serious occupation than the women through­
out the day, have now for a time left it and all its
cares behind, and are giving themselves up to the
easy enjoyment of the hour, smoking their cigars,
talking, laughing, sauntering, and looking about.
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While \Ve are observing the strangely varied and
novel scene, we turn our eyes towards one end of
the Plaza. There, rising aboye the dark mass of
beauty which appears to be in a state of motion
as restless as the sea, our eyes fall upon a simple
marble cross, from which the cold and silvery light
of the moon, which is now far up in the heavens,
and smiling calmly down upon the dark groups
below, is reflected in glittering streams of bril­
liance. At the other end of it is the monument
of "The Apparition of tbe Blessed Virgin," as she
appeared to the Guanche Kings.

But we canllot stay to examine these at present,
for there is sorne other object of attraction to-night,
and \Ve must fo11ow the crowd to see what it
\Vas. We had scarcely made up our minds, how­
ever, to rush with the multitude, before the
immense extent of the Plaza, which only a few
moments previously \Vas as crowded with prome­
naders as it could we11 be, was entirely deserted.
The inhabitants of a ruined house could not have
more quickly forsaken its walls, 01' a colony of rats
more hastily abandoned a sink.ing ship, than a11 the
gay ladies and gentlemen of the islands, whom we
had been regarding with so much curiosity, de­
serted the chosen scene of their evening's recrea·
tions, of their assignation and their rendezvous.
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But o it wa , as oul' eyes undoubtedly a ul'ed u ;
for on looking al'ound, we could not behold a
"ingle individual except onr elves, and the only
thing' that told of the many human being_ that harl
been there a moment before were a broken flower
lying hel'e and the en<l of a cigal' on the ground
there; hut, othel'wi e, the cold cro ~ at one end of
the Plaza, and the Apparition at the other, looked
down mournfulIy on their own lengthened hadow
on the stone, while everywhere el e the calm
moonlight threw it silver effulgence on a complete

deserto
Bcing anxious to know whut could be the cau e

of this ..:ndden departure that had left us so solitary
-the il're:i ...tible attraction that hnrl carried B.way
so many from the enjoyment of the cool atmo ­
phere of eveninO', we followed the example of tho. e
who had praceeded before u ,and aon made np tú
the more laggard tragglers, wham ,ve till aw
only a short way before 11S. Tru.ting to their
guidance a likely to lead to an explanation of the
unexpected phenomenon, we at la t fonnd ourselves
befare the portal of the chnl'ch, and as it was bril­
liantly lighted up, we took the liberty of entering,
and found it crawded to suffocation. We now ob­
tained the explanation we de ired, a to the reason

why the Plaza had been o completely de¡;;erted.
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It was the night on which a sermon \Vas preached,
and as religion, 01' at least its externa! observance,
is a very important matter with the people of the
Canary Islands, they could not miss the expected
discourse on any account. As 1 did not feel quite so
absorbing an interest in what the worthy clergyman
might say, I found a greater source of pleasure in
examining the church, and in noting the appear­
ance of its arcbitectural ornaments, the paintings,
and the people. It was, as I bave already ob·
served, ilIuminated in tbe IDOSt dazzling manner,
tbousands of ligbted tapers producing a perfect
blaze of refulgence about the altar, while the
magnificent Retablo, resplendent with tbe profu­
sion of jewels with which it was adorned, refiected
the rays of light in a stream of sparkling brilliance
that completely dazzled the eye not accustomed,
by constant repetition, to displays of such a descrip­
tion. Then, in addition, there was the usual
amount of curious and elaborate carving, richly
gilded, of pictures, some representing scriptural
and some rather apocrypba! subjects, and of statues,
more 01' less beautiful, of tbe Madonna and the
Infant J esus.

One of tbe most prominent objects was the great
cross in the midst, before which so many devout
worshippers were accustomed to kneel witb the
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mo t expre sive external signs of heart-felt devotion .
.A1though there is undoubtedly, much that savours
of the idolatrous in the object to which our atteD­
tiOD i drawD in a Catholie ehureh or cathedral,
yet tbere is ucb a barmony and cODsisteDcy of
effeet in the whole, so IUuch of ",hat, iD ordiDary
lanCTuage, we caIl "kecping," that the individual
mu t be prejudiced, indeed, who i not more or
le s impre sed by a cene which inspires sincere
devotion in o many hearts, and which eeks to
give a religious direetion to our thougbt and feel­
iDgS througb the medium of wbat is eonsidered,

by many profound tbinkers, tbe fiDest and loftiest
sentimcnt iD tbe heart of man, the love of arto
Who can look, for example, on that beautiful statue
repre eDtil1 CT the "Queen of Heaven," with tho e
mild aDd 10viDg eyes, with that ~oft and enchant·
iDg faee, and with that glittering halo around her
head, and not, even while refu in lT to accord to her
that wor hip to which the Roman Catholic con­
sider that she is entitled, feel drawn by tbe ten­
dere t chord of ympathy to her whom Prote tants
alIow to have beeD the "mo t highly favoured
among '\Vomen," the mother of our Lord, and the
object of hi pure and tender affection ? But, alas,
while we are, almost uneon cíou ly, giving way to
the emotion whieh the statue, a a work of art, and

VOL l. R
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as a faithful representation of a grand subject, pro­
duces in our mind, our flow of sympathy and devo­
tion is interrupted by the ridiculous associations
which this figure, as well as hundreds like it in
Catholic churches in Spain and in the Spanish
possessions, is so well calclllated to produce by the
manner in which it is arrayed, and its finer beauties,
as a work of Christian art, so carefully concealed.
Not to speak of the diamond rings with which her
fingers are profusely adorned, what meaos that
tawdry and spangled dress in which the figure is
so oddly, so absurdly arrayed? If you ask one of
the numerous Roman Catholics standing near you
how so sacred an image carne to be invested in
such a garb, he will tell you, with a glance of
undisguised admiration at the figure, that it was
presented, as an act of becoffiing piety, by a defunct
Marchesa, the said robe havíng constituted a por­
tion of her cast-off apparel, whicb, after it had served
her own purpose in the world, she at last dedicated
to the Queen of Heaven, as a fitting adornment
for her in the church; an act of Christian piety
which you would honour yourself by imitating, as,
in his own mind, your informant very probably
thinks. Only think of it--the Queen of Heaven in
the cast-off robes of the departed Marchesa !-One
wonders how many ma ses for the rep08e of he1'
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soul in another world her noble rnunificence in
thi would purchase. The general effect of
churche where so much is exhibited in the way
of di play is very often the same. A1most over­
whelrning the pectator, at fu t ight, by their
magnificence, and by their plendid and sensuous
scrvice awaking certaill feeling that seern closely
allied to true de,otion, but really have little in
cornmon with it, they will not tand a carefuI and
critical exarnination, and when we deseend to the
detail of that which, as a whole, has irnpressed
us, we find them, in rnany case, bordering on
the ridiculous.

But wbile we are following tbe eour e of our
rneditation , or rnaking additional ob ervations on
tbe novel cene before u, tbe errnon ha been
delivered, and i now being wound up. Gradually
inking bi "oiee, tbe preacher utters bi la t word ,

and the congregation prepare to take their de­
parture. The ehurch i emptied of its nurnerous
audience almost a peedily as it bad been filled by
them an hour before, and they et off to their
everal homes, ome in one direction, sorne in

another. On their way, the mo t general subject
of conver ation is preeisely the ame as that which
would be ehosen by a eongregation in any otbcl'
part of the world, namely, the charaeter of the

R2
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244 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

sermon they have just heard. It is most minute1y
criticized in all its parts, its severa1 effective and
defective portion du1y recapitulated, and sugges­
tions as to the course of thought and the mode of
expression by which it might have been so very
much improved confidently put forward. With all
this apparent interest, however, l'egarding religious
subjects, there is reason to feal' that their piety
consists rather more in externals than in the de­
votion of the heal't, and that, as in some other
countries we could name, where" our minister"
and "his sermon" are never-failing subjects of
pious conversation, it is only the outside of the
platter that is cleansed, the purification of the in­
side, as it is not exposed to so much observation,
being deferred to a more convenient period, when
it may be thoroughly rubbed up and polished.
Indeed, it may be said that in Spain generally, and
in the Canary Islands, the religion which thinketh
no evil, and which delights in doing ~ood, is unfor­
tunately at a very low ebb.
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CHAPTER XIV.

Santa Cruz-British Colours in the hurch-The Foundering oí
the Fox-The Lo oí Telson's Ann-The Attack on anta
Cruz-General Gutienez-Death oí Captain Bowen-The

panish General Determines to urrender-Brave Conduet of
the 'panish rgeant-Unfortunate Podtion of the Englliill
Sailors-Captain Troubridge Take' 1'0 'ion oí the Domini­
can Monastery urrounded by a 'nperior Force of "paniards
-Protect bis, ldiers by Placing the Prisoners in Front­
Bis Proposal to urrender tbe lIonastery on certain eondi­
tions aeeepted by the paniarlb--Kindn of the panish
, ldiers to the Englliill . ors-, upply them with Bread and
Wine-Their Attention to the 'Wounrloo-~ T elson's Apprecia­
tion of the Conduct oí the paniard::r-He offers to carry
their General's D 'patch to Cailiz-Cowardly Conduct of
Three Militia Offieers-Subt;equent oru;cientious Conduct
of one of them - The Drunken Iritihman eon.eying the
Orders of the General.

THE church, 1 had almo t forCTotten to ay, contams
one remarkably intere ting object, particularly to

aH English vi itors, viz., the British colours which

were picked up irnmediately after that unfortunate
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cutter, the Fox, went to the bottom, just before the
town, with a crew of ninety-seven souls on board.

These colours are most carefuliy preserved, having
been kept in a glass case up to the present day.
It may not be generally recoI1ected tbat it was on
tbe occasion of the engagement tbat took place
before the town of Santa Cruz that I T elson lost bis

armo The particulars of tbe battle, a very disas­

trous one, we may suppose to be very generalIy
known, 01' the sources from which information may
be obtained easily accessible, so that it wouId be
quite superHuous to relate the particlllars of tbe
engagement to our readers. Indeed we sbould
scarcely have considered it necessary to refer to it
at aH, bad it not been for the circumstance tbat we
are in possession of two very interesting anecdotes
concerning it, which have never before been pub­
lisbed, and whicb, we have every reason to believe,
wiII prove interesting to our readers.

The circumstances of the first were the follow­

ing :-The English Heet had made a serious attack
on the town of Santa Cruz, and during the whole
time that the fire of the vessels lasted, General

Gutienez and his staff rernained stationed in the
castle of San Cristoval, at the entrance of the mole.
The Spanish commander had probably at no time

very great hopes of ~eing able to resist successfully
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the attack of the English; but when the emissaries
whom he had sent forth to gain inforrnation had
repeatedly brought hirn word that our troops had so
far succeeded in their enterprise as to have pene·
trateu a considerable distance towards the back
part of the town, even so far as the Dorninican
monastery, the General gave up all hope of being
able to make a successful defence, regarded the
place as completely lost, and announced to those
about him the intention to which he had now come,
of at once surrendering the place into the hands of
the English. This was by no means the most
agreeable news to young and ardent soldiers, such
as those of whom the staif was composed; but
what could they do now, when the General had
declared with his own moutb his inability to main·
tain his position any longer in the face of such an
attack as had been made upon it?

While they were thus feeling all the disagreeable
eifects of a comrnunication which deprived them of
an their hopes, and would probably lead to their
being surrendered and detained as prisoners of war,
to their astonisbment, one of their sergeants, named
Manuel Cuera, stepped confidently and cheerfully
up to the General, and with more familiarity tban is
usual when two soldiers are separated so far by
their respective ranks, placing his hand upon the
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shoulder of his commanding officer, he said, " T 0,

your Excellency, you shall not give up the place,
for we are not reduced to such a strait as that yet.
1 have been making sorne observations, and having
just been round the sea-line, 1 have discovered th:lt
the greater number of the English boats, which
were preparing to land their men fol' a final onset,
have been stove in by the tl'emendous surf which is
at present raging on the shore, and the men are now
scattered about, in small detached portions, in
different parts of the town, so that, if a well­
dil'ected attack is made upon tbem, they can neitber
assist each other to any purpose, nor offel' a for­
midable resistance to our troops." This was good
news for tbe General, whom it inspired with new
courage, and who determined to make one great
effort more before he gave up all for lost and
suffered the ignominy of a defeat. He, therefore,
assumed bis usual courage, followed his sergeant's
advice, and agaill commenced the engagement,
which he cuntinued till tbe affail' was brought to a
termination which was equally honourable to Eng­
lisbmen and Spaniards.

There was unfortunately only one among the
leading men of our countl'ymen who was acquainted
with the topography of the place. This was
Captain Bowen, a brave and able officer, from
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who e knowledge of the isJand but little advantage
was obtained, as, to our great los, he was ki11ed
on the first teps of the mole. Owing to the dense
darknes of the night and the unusua! violence of
the surf on the hore, the crew in the everal boats

were forced to land at different places; and being
ignorant of the locality, with no one to guide them
in the right direction, they were unable either to
find their way to the appointed place of rendezvous,
01' to recognize each other and unite in one strong

and compact body.
The Plaza had been appointed as the spot where

a11 the boats' crews were to meet, if circumstances
had a110wed them to carry out their original instruc­
tion. In the meantime, Captain Troubridge, with
the ma11 detachment under hi command, making
hi way through senral of the back treets of the

town, managed to get as far up as the place where
the Dominican mona tery is situated, and at once
took po se sion of it. But he wa not a110wed to
keep it 101l0' iu his hands without re i tance, for a
large body of pani h troop, with whom a con-
iderable number of the militia were joined, com­

pletely inve ted the place, and rendered it exceed­
ingly difficult for him to maintain him elf in the

position he had secured by his prudence and valour.
He was determined not to yield however, even to
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the superior numbers by whom he was surronnded;
and, as a measure of precaution, justified by the
emergencies of war, he formed in his front a line
of those prisoners who had fallen into his power in
the course of his advance to his present position.
As a considerable number of these were among the
more wealthy and infiuential inhabitants of the
place, and as all were well known to the troops
composing the militia force, who were, of course,
natives of or residents in the island, the latter,
unwilling to infiict any injury on their fellow­
countrymen 01' fellow-townsmen, who were in the
direct line of their fue, elevated their muskets to
such a height in taking aim, that their first volley
caused more alarm and damage among the feathered
inhabitants of the tiles and belfries of the building,
than among the troops who had found refuge
beneath its roof.

In the meantime, Colonel M--, the commander
of the Spanish troops, who was an Italian by birtb,
and who had never acquired the power of expressing
himself in the Spanish language with any facility 01'

fiuency, continued to shout to his soldiers, "Con·
danate vois a matar a la Santisima Trinitate;" but
before their fire had continued for any length of
time, or any serious injury had been infiicted on the
English troops, Captain Troubridge, clearly per-
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ceiving that there wa no hope of hi being able to
maintain an efi'ectual re i tance against the over­
whelming force of the paniards, and eeing that a
longer continuance of the combat could only lead to
a u eless mas acre of hi men, who e lives were too
valuable, in their pre ent circum tunces, to be
lightly thrown awuy, ent one of his officers, in
company with a gentleman of the name of Murphy,
'IVho had the misfortune of being taken prisoner by
the Engli h troops in their progre s through the
town, to make proposals to the officer in command
of the paniards. The officer referred to was the
bearer of a flag of truce; and, on being admitted to
the presence of General Gutienez, he made known
to him the proposition of which he was the bearer;
and which was to the efi'ect tbat Captain Troubridge,
if unmole ted by the enemy, would make no further
attempt either to injure 01' take po e ion of the
place, and would peacefully re-embark his men;
but if, on the contrary, any attempt hould be made
to interfere with them in any way, 01' to menace
them witb further injury, tbat he bad it till in bis
power to inflict adJitionul injury and punisb.
ment upon tbem, und wOllld even set fire to tbe
town of anta Cruz, in order tbat be and tbe men
under bis commund migbt ucceed in fighting tbeir
way out of it during the confu ion. With the
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several minor conditions accompanying this propo­
sition, of which it is unnecessary to make any par­
ticular mention, the offer of Captain Troubridge was
accepted without any demnr 01' hesitation by the

paniards, who appear to have been ready to wel­
come with aIacrity the prospect of a cessation of
hostiIities with as Iittle loss of time as possibIe, so
that it is impossible to say which party was most
pleased by this unexpected change in the aspect of
events. It is extremely gratifying to be able to
say that the paniards fulfilled aH the conditions
to which their commanding officer had agreed in
the most honourabIe manner, and even did more
than we had any right to expect from them in the
circumstances. Nothing could surpass the kind­
ness and liberality which they evinced towards the
English troops when they were preparing to return
to their ships. Appearing almost to anticipate
their wants, tbey supplied every man with the wel­
come present of a loaf of bread, and with wbat was
probably more welcorne still to soldiers in tbe cir­
cnmstances in which they were placed, a bottle of
wine. They aIso made a most favourable impres­
sion on the English soldiers by the exemplary care
and attention which they bestowed on the wounded,
doing everything in their power to al1eviate their
sufferings, and to make them as comfortable as men
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in their condition could po ibly be rnade. Xel on
hirn~elf nppears to hare been quite enjble of the
excellent dispositions and conduct of the oldier to
whom they had o recently been opposed as
inveterate enernies; his generou heart derived
great gratificution froro it; and in order to evince
in sorne light way bi appreciation of their beha­
viour, wbich it would be well if soldier, and par·
ticularIy those of sorne continental powers, imitated
more frequently, he made un offer of hi services
to General Gutienez to convey bis dispatch, con·
taining an account of the afi'air, to the supreme
government in pain; an offer of which the Gene·
ral «ladly availed himself. ~ T elson accordingly
actuaI1y became the bearer of an enemy's dispatcb,
announcing the issue of a confiict in which he had
him'elf born a part; and he of coure fuithfully per­
formed the duty which he had undertaken, ending
tbe di patch a hore to the pani h authoritie under
the protection of a flag of truce, as oon as he
arrived before Cadiz. It would certainly be un·
ju t and invidiou to assert that the regular tfOOPS
of pain and the militia of the island did not, in
general, in the course of this engagernent, fight
with a teadiness and valour worthy of their ancient
reputation. The greater number distingui hed them­
selve. by a braverythatelicitedapplause even fromthe

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



254 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIsr's LIFE IN

lips ofenemies; but it is also an undoubted fact, how­
ever painful it may be to mention it, especially after
recounting the commendable liberality and kindness
of the Spaniards, that there were sorne who no less
unwortbily disgraced tbemselves by a cowardice of
which it is with difficulty that any one can conr,eive
aman to have been guilty. This was particularly
the case among the militia officers as well as meno
1 have been informed, on undoubted authority, that
at the very commencement of the action, three of
these militia officers, who wore the garb and carried
the arms, but had not the heart or spirit, of soldiers
fighting for their country, left the posts which they
had been appointed by the orders of their com­
mander to guard, and endeavonred to make their
escape from a confiict which they had not the cou­
rage to face. Being nnable to procure a separate
conveyance for each of them, and afraid, doubtless,
of being discovered, in their unworthy evasion, by
their General 01' comrades, if they lingered long in
the neighbourhood of Santa Cruz, they laid hold of
one unfortunate animal, on which the three des­
picable cowards monnted, and which, by dint of
constant spurring and merciless beating, they com­
pelled to carry them as far as Laguna, where they
explained their unexpected appearance by assuring
the Cabildo and the town people who bad gathered
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about them that all was over with the paníards,
that their troops were eompletely defeated, and
that anta Cruz was entirely in tbe power of the
vietorious Engli h. Haying communicated this
apparently true information to the alarmed
i landers, they again made off with as mueh speed
a before, di per ed in Jifferent directions, and
never re ted till they had afely reaehed their
respective residenee , where they repeated the same
story of the defeat of the paniards, not forgetting
to garnish it with sorne epísodes of their own deeds
of heroism.

A circum tanee, however, is related regarding
one of this valiant triumvirate which shows that
however destitute of either that physical 01' moral

courage whieh support aman amid the danger~ of
battle, he was in sorne other re~peets aman of high
feeling , and even po ses ed of a delieate sense of
honour. He wa known to be a very wealthy man,
being in posse~ ion of an ample fortune, and having
sueceeded to a large entailed property. He had a
younger brother, who, as ís so often the case with
tho~e in imilar cireumstances, without any fortune
of their own in which to trust, had adopted the pro­
fe sion of arms, and at thi time happened to be
serving in pain. He was a young man of considero
able talent, di tinguished by ability as a soldier, and
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bad been often noticed witb approbation by bis
superiors. Having greatly distinguisbed bimself
also by bis faitbful and able services against tbe
unsettled and revolutionary provinces of Spain in
Soutb America, be was rewarded for them by
being promoted to the rank of General.

Tbe will by whicb the elder brother succeeded to

the property, wbich had been so long in tbe posses­
sion of his family, contained one remarkable

condition, on which alone it was to be beld, and tbe
violation of whicb was immediately to be followed
by its resignation into the hands ofone more worthy
to be the possessor of it. With that high sense of
honour and chivalry which distinguishes many old
Spanish families, witb that lofty estimation of those
nobler characteristics that constitute the true
soldier, and particularly courage and fidelity to his
flag, a clause in the title deeds of the estate exacted
that any one holding it who should ever be guilty
of cowardice, 01' of any other dishonourable act
unwortby of a Spaniard and of a true soldier,
should immediately, as no longer a worthy member

of a family that had ever been distinguished for its
gallantry and devotion to the service of its king and

country, forfeit the possession of the said property,
delivering it up, with all the title deeds, papers, &c.
into the hands of the next heir male, if he was one
worthy to hold it.
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The elder brother being, as we have already
remarked, DotwithstandinO' his unfortunate, or
rather di graceful, conduct at anta Cruz, aman of
a very honourable character, and scrupulously
con cientious in his conduct, as soon as he observed
or remembered thi condition, nobly determined at
once to comply with it, and to yield up to his more
fortunate and chivalrons younger brother that
property which he no longer con idered himself fit
to hold in his possession. With as little deIay
therefore, as possible, he wrote to his brother, who
was then serving in Spain, informing him of this
clause in the will, and of the consequences which it
necessarily entailed on him elf, acknowledging that
he did not con ider himself one into who e hands
his ancestor would have been willing that the
property they had acquired and enlarged by their
swords should faU; he announced his readiness to
execute aH the deeds necessary for the conveyance
of the property, and to make it over uore ervedly
to him. The younger brother, on receiving this
letter, instead of accepting the ample means that,
by the provisioD of the will, had so justly fallen
into his hands, seemed determined to vie with his
senior in the generosity of his conducto He replied
in rather a jocular manner to the proposal thus
unexpectedly made, saying in his answer to bis

VOL. I. S

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



258 SIXTEEN YEARS OF ~. ARTISr'S LlFE IN

brother, that if, as he acknowledged, he was a
coward, there was no use of his makíng a foo1 of
himself also. If, therefore, he would only hold his
tongue, no one need now know anytbing of tbe unfor­
tunate aifair in which he certainly had not greatly dis­
tinguished bimself, and if he would only follow his
advice, the best thing he could do would be to say
nothing more about the matter, and to keep the
estates. A.ccordingly, having done al1 tbat in the
circumstances justice 01' honour required him to do,
and appreciating tbe good and generous fee1ing of
his younger brother, he wisely and prudently fol­
lowed bis advice, remained in bis position as pro­
prietor of the estate, which at his death he left to
his direct descendants, his grandson being in tbe
possession of it at the present day.

The second story 1 have to relate is the fol1ow­
ing :-A native of the Emerald Is1e, of the name
of ü'Rooney, who was understood to fill the
situation of clerk in a 1arge mercantile fum, went
ayer to the side of the paniards at the com­
mencement of the action. Like all renegades,
being very anxious to distinguisb himself by his
devotion to the new side which he had adopted,
he went to General Gutienez, and made an offel'
of his services to him, expressing bis willingness
to be employed in any way that would be likely
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to prove nseful to the panish cause. The
General accepted the pro1fer, and at once entrusted
to him the performance of a very important duty,
viz., that of carryinO' Rn order to the commander
of the fort at Pa. o Alto. This commis ion the

wortby O'Rooney proceeded to execute, mount­
ing on horsehack in order to accomplish it
with greater speed. But he, unfortunately for his
employer , happened at the moment to he in a con­
dition which was by no means unusual with him,
for like too many of bis thougbtless countrymen,
he had a Httle partiality for stronger drink tban
could do him any good. Being therefore, in plain
termu, very tipsy, and not caring how he went, 01'

whom he met, for a good autbority has told US, in
Tam o' hanter, of the in piring e1fect of John

Barleycorn :-
" Wi' tippeny we fear nae evil

'Vi' usquebaugh we'd face the devil,"

so fu. O'Rooney thought proper not to go by
tbe safest road for him, but by the sbortest, a
ratber unfortunate cboice. The sbortest road
happened to be the larina, wbich was in the pos­
session of tbe Englisb troop , and where many of
our men at the time were ~cattered about. As a
man in bis senses migbt bave anticipated, he was
speedily observed and cballenged; hut so com-

s 2
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pletely was he stupefied by the drink which he had
taken, that he made no attempt at concealment or
prevarication, but at once told them, in plain
English, the errand on which he was sent. In
those days, and in such circumstances, soldiers
wel'e very speedy in their decisions and actions;
and the marine who had challenged O'Rooney at
once bayonetted him, wbile his comrade riBed his
pockets and appropriated his elotbes.

Captain Bowen, as 1 have previously stated, was
killed at an early period of the day, just at the
moment of bis landing at tbe mole. Tbe deatb
which deprived tbe English navy of the services
of tbis excellent oflicer was a very frigbtful one, a
discharge of grape-sbot having toro part of his
stomach away. His sword was lost for the time;
but bis watch and a pair of pistols, wbich he
carried on his person, were secured, having been
obtained for a sum of money by the lawyer
Saraté, from the individual who found them.
Many years after tbis attack-indeed, after the
recollection of it had passed away from the minds
of Englishmen, 1ieutenant Herbert of the navy,
who was a nephew of Captain Bowen, being very
anxious to secure these artieles for the family
of the deceased bero, urgently requested an
Englishman to u'e every exertion to trace them
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to their possessors at that time, and if possible to
purcha e them as memorials which would be very
highly valued by aH the relations. The individual
acc:.>rdingly undertook the commi sion; but after
the lap e of so long a time, it was not a task that
could be easily accomplished, to trace out the
article that had been the property oí an English
captain who had met his death amid aH the con·
fu ion and uncertainty that ever attends war.
However, being gifted with great perseverance, he
did not lose the hope of discovering sorne of them ;
he made inquiries at aH times and in aH places;
and at last, after a search which had been con­
tinued at intervals for sorne years, he learned that
the watch of the deceased Captain had pas ed,
in the course of event, through several hands,
snd having been final1y stolen, was now believed
to be irretrievably lost. He obtained the same
information with regard to one of the pistols; but
the other was fortunately at hand, and on being
produced was found to be a good, plain, sensible
weapon, with the name of Captain Bowen in·
scribed on the barrel. The gentleman who was
commis ioned to purchase it wa so foolish as to
communicate to the person in whose possession it
wa, the great anxiety of Captain Bowen's family
to obtain any article which had formerly belonged
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to him. The consequence was what might have
been anticipated. Tbe Rpaniard determined not
to part with it on easy terms, as he felt pretty sure
that, whatever amonnt he asked, be had a good
chance of obtaining. He was disappointed, how­
ever, in his anticipation, for on stating that four
doubloons, al' fourteen pounds, was the smallest
sum he would accept for it, he was at once made
to understand that no such sum would be given.
Rather than submit to such a barefaced attempt
at extortion, the article, valuable as it undoubtedly
was to the family, would be sacrificed by them;
and as the Spaniard refused to make any abate­
ment in the price demanded, no more was heard of
the pistol.
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CHAPTER XV.

Santa Cruz-The Government Employé-His appearance on
Sunday-Mendicancy in Teneriffe-Jocular Beggars-The
Population of Santa Cruz-Hospitals-The Theatre-The
Philharmonic Society-Reading and Billiard ROOlns-Santa
CnlZ from the ea-The Roadstead-Variety of the Scene­
A Visit to the Country-Preparations for the Journey-Stay
at Iatanza- Iy Host and Ilost 's-The Blue Blood oí
Matanza-Hou.sehold Trea,,;ures-The Chambre-a-Coucher oi
a Teneri1fe Lady-Strange IIousehold Ornament-A Dan­
gerous taircase--A Tormenting Boy-Antonio's Amu.sement
-The Oppression of Extreme Friendship-The Martyrdom
oi an Artíst-A Favourable Diveroion of the Enemy­
UEeless Hints-The Fate oí my Paint-box-Antonio Poi­
soned-A False Alarm.

.ANTA Cruz does not contain anything which is of
remarkable interest to the visitor. He may pro­
bably be pleased by the novelty of a place, the
general appearance of which differs so much from
aH that he has heen accustomed to at horneo
Inspired by the pure and invigorating atmosphere,

J
~
o
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he will be prepared to Iook upon aImost every ob­
ject, however common, with sorne degree of pIeasure,
and churches, and pIaces, and peopIe, that pos ess
in them eIve no great attraction, will be regarded
with curiosity and deIight. He notes down aH the
object that pa s before him in the street, the long­
necked camels as they sail lazily along, the s~ldier

Ioungiug about with his hands in his pockets and
bis cigar in his mouth, the prie t in his long black
robe, his demure face, with his breviary under his
arm, and the employé moving about among the
crowd with as lofty an air of authority as if aH the
power and all the offices of Government were con·
centrated in his own per on.

The fore'aid Government employé is, in many
respects, oue of the greatest annoyances of pain
:md of aH hel' posses ion. If thel'e is any day of

the week on which he i particularIy worth seeing,
it is unday, fol' he then becomes doubly impor­
tant, bustIes about a great deaI, is dre ed in his
" unday's best," is, for a wonder, clean shaved, goes

about paying ceremoniou vi its to his acquain­

tances, and carries with him a complete budget of
aH the last news, and even later than that, by no
means arare qualification in nanta Cruz. In his

right hand he pompously carrÍes a Iarge stick, with
a prodigious knob, and with tasseIs. This is a
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badge of that authority which it is his greatest
delight to display. His left hand is thrown back
behind his waist, and is resplendent with diamonds
which are worn over the gloves; and he is well
bespangled with those tawdry:decorations which are
so much valued in most foreign countries, and which
are frequently bestowed in Spain on individuals
whose merits it would require a most microscopic
vision to discover. It is needless to say that he is
regarded with great awe, for where is there a little
capital like Santa Cruz that does not regard its
Jacks in office as the very impersonation of alI
earthly authority?

Santa Cruz is unfortunately overspread with its
fair share of that plague of clamorous beggars with
which larger capitals abound; nor are they less
squalid, less repulsive, 01' less idle than the same
class is elsewhere. They seek to make gain of
their real 01' assumed ills; every species of physical
deformity represents tbe capital by which they
make their living, for it must be observed that
mendicancy is a popular and recognized profession
in the Canary Islaods, aod seems to be practised
with as much ease and impudence of manner as it
is, 01' once was, in Ireland itself. The mendicant's
cloak sits gracefully on the shoulders of these
beggars of Tenerifi'e, who will approach and
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266 SIXTEE. YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

endeavour to excite your compassion and open
your purse strings by the easy and jocular vein in
which they make known their wants or hint at
their misfortunes, throwing in an occasional dose of
the most pleasing flattery, which is expected to
melt tbe heart of sorne anticipated donor, or, at
any rate, to throw him off his gnard. For there
can be little doubt that those who exercise such a
profession become in time the dupes of their own
practices, and are often so foolish as to imagin e
that the shallow flattery, the true nature and
object of which is as transparent as day­
light to the person to whom it is directed,
is accepted almost as gospel by him. Ir they
should happen to faíl in excitinO' your com­
passion, and in per uading you to mnke them a
liberal present, they are quite a ready to turn
round upon ou, and from tbe abundance of their
heart to pour fortb an ince~sant tream of the vilest
abuse, sea oned with a con iderable amount of
bla phemy, in the hope that by thus assailing you,
they may succeed in bullying you out of the
" cuartos" which their ofte t persua ions could
not induce you to be to\'\". Wen do they know,
too, whom they mayas nil with the best pro pect
of obtnining sometbing. otwithstanding bis mag­
nificent air and the rich display of his jewels, they
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will not trouble the government employé, for they
know they would get more blows than halfpence froro
him. They therefol'e allow him to pass by unmo­
lested; but let a fair, shining, red face, hot and
perspiring, surmounted by a straw hat with a black
ribbon, appear in their neighbourhood, and the
owner of these national characteristics will at once
be surrounded, and pestered, and flattered,. and
menaced, until he has put his hands into his
pockets, and satisfied their clamorous demands.

The population of Santa Cruz amounts to about
10,000 souls. The town possesses two hospitaIs,
one for the use of civilians, and tbe othel' for the
military; both are attended by able physicians, and
are said to be well canducted, the sick being, in
every re pect, most carefulIy looked after. Fol'
the amnsement of the population, there is a vel'Y
handsome and commodious theatre, in which
amateur perfonnance are frequently given with
considerable succes, several of the be t panish
plays being put upon the stage in a manner de erv­
ing of great eommendation. {usie and dancing are
of course two of the chief ources of pIeasure to the
inhabitants, there being a Philarmonie society to
provide them with a supply of the former, and two
01' thl'ee casinos in which they can exel'eise tbe
latter. Thel'e are 30150 reading and billiard l'ooms,
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the former, 1 am sorry to say, not being in the
enjoyment of very extensive patronage; but the
latter are freqllented by con iderable numbers, who
find in such an amusement a more agreeable way of
passing the time than in reading. The town con­
tains several fine building , some of them of con­
siderable architectural merit, and very imposing in
appearance. The spiritual neces ities of the popu­
lation are provided for by hand ome churches,
while nn excellent and commodious market fur­
nishes a constant supply of aH that is necessary for
their temporal and material wants.

When Santa Cruz is viewed froro the sea, it
presents a very pleasing and picturesque appear­
ance. The spacious roadstead i aH around you,
sparkling like a mirror in the rays of the meridian
sun, while innumerable smaH ve seIs, with their
latteen sails, appear to glide moothly over the calm
urface of the waters. There are many merchant

ve els, under the flag of different nations, some
preparing to sail to di tant part , and some that
have just brought to the i land the produce of other
climes. Puffing steamers are darting about in all
directions, their dark and heavy clouds of smoke
a cending into and disappearing in the pure atmos­
phere. The town itself, aH the houses being uní­
formly painted in white, has a gay and pleasing ap·
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pearance from the roadstead, while the spires oí the
several churches, rising here and there above the
houses by which they are surrounded, glitter in the
sunbeams. Variety is given to the scene, while the
dazzled eye is at the same time relieved, by the
green range of hilIs which form a background to
the town, while, carrying the gaze from summit to
summit, the eye at last rests, with a wonder that
never diminishes, on that majestic peak which has
nothing to paralIel it in any other part of the world.

However, except to gratify the curiosity which
everyone, 1 suppose, feels on a first visit to a
strange place, there is not generally much in towns
that proves so attractive to me as to induce me to
línger longer within their boundaries than 1 can
help. 1 have no inc1ination for noise and bustle,
for tbe din of commerce, for the restlessness of a
community devoted to the constant movement of
trade. 1 love repose and quiet hours, a book to
read, and time to meditate upon it. Give me my
pencil 01' easel, and let me be engaged in sorne
sketch, in sorne painting on which 1 have set my
heart, and 1 seek not "the busy haunts of men."
The quiet repose of the country, just at such a dis­
tance from the town that it is easy to supply IDY
ever.recurring wants of one kind or another, is what
1 prefer, and in such a residence 1 can spend my
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days in comfort and happiness, in the enjoyment of
my own humble pursuits.

1 was, therefore, prepared to seize the first
opportunity that presented itself for Ieaving the hot
and dusty little town of Santa Cruz. 1 was equally
gIad to be delivered from the unendurable pest of
its gossip-Ioving community, who, in their friendly
anxiety to keep me au courant of all the paltry
scandal, tittle-tattle, and small-talk of the place,
scarcely allowed me a moment for my own reflec­
tions. It was with delight that 1 set off for the
country, where 1 had made arrangements to pass a
few months, and where 1 hoped to pass a pleasant
time. It was an excellent opportunity for gather­
ing additional information regarding the people of
the islands, and for obtaining an intimate knowledge
of the life, feelings, and habits of the peasantry.

My preparations accordingly were soon made,
and the only place 1 Ieft with sincere regret, even
for a comparatively short time, was my own home
in the town, the British Consulate. 1 had prepared
to start my country establishment on a very econo­
mical and primitive style, a knife and fork, a straw
mattress, a variety of my most interesting and
favourite books, and my indispensable drawing­
materials, comprised almost the whole stock of
necessaries with which 1 considered it of any use to
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burden myself. On starting from anta Cruz, 1 was
accompanied only by my boy and a single servant,
the c1aim of busine s relJ.uiring my hu band's
presence in town; but he proposed joining me at the
very earlie t moment when his presjng official
duties would allow him. It was, therefore, with
mingIed feeIings oí pIea ure and regret that 1 bade
him farewell for a time; but as 1 proceeded on my
journey, and became elated by the invigorating air
oí the conntry, and by the sight of new and cheering
scenes, 1 felt inelined at once to indulge in the un·
al10yed enjoyment of the present, and to look
forward to the future with the most delightful
anticipations.

The firt place at which 1 stopped in the course
of my journey was named Matanza. Although
there is nothing remarkable in the locality itself, it
po~ 'c es a melancholy intere t in relation to the
history of the Guanches. It was here that one oí
those mo t fearful laughter by which the 8paniards
made them elves the objects oí so much dread to the
Aborigines took place. The scenery is among the
fine t in Tenerifi'e, but it is awful to think, as we
cannot heIp thinking when actually on the spot, oí
the human blood with which it has been drenched.
It is one oí the most quiet and solitary pIaces in the

island. Indeed, this was the inestimable charro by
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which 1 was drawn to it, and as 1 believed at the
time that there was no one to vi it or to be vi 'ited
by, 1 was desirous of remaining a short time in the
neighbourhood; but 1 am orry to say that 1 soon
found 1 was pleasing rnyself with a delusion, for
1 was condemned to learn that even into such a
spot as this wbat are termed the polite u 'ages of
civilised ociety had penetrated, and of course were
duly followed. The principal lady of the village,
hearing of my arrival, visited me, and invited me to
her house, an invitation which, however unwelcome,
1 had no alternative but to accept.

Tbis lady was a very important personage in her
own estimation. Like the distinguished Roman
who preferred to be tbe first man in his own village
rather than the second even in the capital of tbe
world, she chose ratber to be the one great lady of
Matanza than to be lost in a coterie of aspiring
dames at anta Cruz. Hers was the only blue
blood of the village-a distinction not to be railed
ato Her garments also were made to keep tbe
inhabitants of tbe village in con tant recollection of
her superior rank. 8he wore a veil (mantilla) as a
distinguishing badge in Matanza. he posses ed
everything that she considered requisite for human
happiness, and, indeed, so varied and abundant,
according to ber own account, was the !':tock of
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artic1es belonging to her, that it would be more
difficult to enumerate what she had not than what
she hado Among her very mi ceIlaneous treasures,
1 was duly informed that he had ten gowns, two
snnff-boxe of Engli h manufacture, pledges as 1
under tood, a valuable camel which, even when
blindfolded, turned the mill that ground the wheat
and gofio, aud a littcr of pig which were al10wed
to run wild, and managed, in the enjoyment of their
liberty, to pick up such a living that they grew fat
upon it. She al 'o rejoiced in the possession of a
goat that made itself useful in the same capacity as
the wolf tbat brought up Romulus and Remus, and
performed the duty of nurse to her children. Her
favonrite cat wa a rather pugnacious animal,
a1though she quite approved of its conduct in
fighting the dog tbat "ate our soap, and almo t

everything else belonging to us."
1 wa al~ introduced to her bed-room, but 1

am orry to ay 1 cannot say much in its praise.
Such a reeking den for a laJy's bed-chamber 1 had
never been in before, and hope 1 sball never see its
like again. The bed appeared to be of such a giddy
height that 1 cannot imagine by what means she
got into it, unless by a run and jump from the
otber end of the room. 1 remarked, however, that

it had lace pilIows.
VOL. l. T
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1 was utterly at a 10ss to account for one of the
objects, in the possession of which she apparently
delighted; and 1 presume the reader will find sorne
difficulty in irnagining what it was, for it is very
seldom one hears of such an article being selected
as the ornament of a dwelling-house. The object
to which 1 allude was neither more nor less than a
tombstone,-whose it was meant to be 1 am unable

to sayo It was deposited, not in the securest
manner, on the staircase-if that could be called a
staircase-in which every other step at least was

. wanting. The position of the tombstone was alto-
gether a very insecure one, for it trembled at every
step. To this danger was added that of the stair­
case itself, for the process of its ascent and descent
was by no means an easy one, and often indeed
rather critica!. In going downstairs, if you wished
to avoid the not very pleasant alternative of falling
through some hiatus, you found it necessary to use
the rail on one side, and the wall on the other, as
crutches, and to swing yourself over each yawning

abyss as it came in your way. Such, however, was

the dilapidated condition of everything that 1 am at

a 10ss to account for the fact that both tombstone
and staircase certainly did maintain their very inse­
cure position, and although always threatening the
inmates with danger, fortunately never infiicted

any.
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The lady also enumerated, among her most
valuable po sessions, a husband and child. The
former wa churchwarden, at lea t he acted a
such when any repairswere necessary in the church,
or while they were going on. But if he exercised
the powers of his office in such matters away from
home, the baby, Antonio, was undoubtedly the
ma ter, the tyrant of the dome tic circle. In his
mother's eyes he was of cour e a jewel, a treasure,
a beauty, a wonderful baby! and the pure and
beautifnl fiower, viz., the lily, that was the emblem
of the saint after whom he was named was also his.
But no other agreed with her in her favourable
opinion, for if the beautiful lily, by a sort of per­
sonification, may be also termed "gentle," he was
certainly neither beautiful nor gentle, but a spoiled,
ill- haped, bandy, dirty little brat, screaming with
all his might from night to morning, and from
morning to night, and a he wa regularly ki ed,
and hugged, and petted for doing so, he did not
choo e to di~continue this agreeable exerci e of his
lunrrs. IIi amnsements were of the oddest kinds ;
and they were generally either dirty, 01' dangerou ,
or mi chievous. ometimes he would be rolling
about among the camel's feet, and sometimes di ­
porting in a tub of fiour, which he shook about in
all directions, so that it was not very desirable to

T 2
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get into his immediate vicinity. Then he would

take to biting the cat's ears as an agreeable varia­
tion in his frolics, and if 1 would only allow him to
tear up a sketch 01' two, he became quite amiable.
One of his favourite amusements, however, was a
rather critical one, but it must be confessed that he
did it to perfection. It consisted in rolling down

the staircase, turning over and over in his way to
the bottom, until he carne plump down on the
tombstone; an exercise in which he so much
delighted that he repeated it times innumerable,
testifying the delight which he took in his own
performance by the most deafening shouts and

screams.
It is impossible to give a faithful description of

the perfect purgatory in which 1 existed during the
time 1 was domiciled with this family. 1 do IlOt
know which-father, mother, 01' child-was the
greatest torment to me. 1 scarcely ever had a
single moment that 1 could call my own, and such
was their restless curiosity that whatever I did, 01'

wherever Twas, they were sure to find me out, and

to pester me with the most foolish que tions and
remarks. If, for instance, I was employed in
sketching, the father was sure to be standing near
me, with his precious treasure in his arms, right

between me and the light; 01' the motIler would be
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in anotber part of the room, handling my pictures
witb her dirty finger, 01' picking my collar, 01'
dragging Antonio ayer it, to be ki ed for scream­

ing, a proce s wbich was ofien repeated. The
young gentleman, however, did not cboose to be
comforted by ~ucb means, being determined to have
his favourite 1'011 downstairs, and he would kick and
scream until be was permitted to have his own way
in the matter.

The a noyance from one 01' tbe other, 1 may say,
was almost continuous. Tbe only diversion in my

favour was when my maid happened to go to my
box in order to turn over a dress 01' two, when
my room was cleared as if by magic. The motber
and the father went away afier the maid, and the
baby screaming after them, a11 eager to have a peep
at tbe inside of my box, and to examine my wear­
ing apparel. Tbe deliverance, however, was a very

short one, for in a minute 01' two afterwards tbe
lady ","ould enter my room, all smiles and gaiety,
with my la t new dre s tbrown over her substan­
tial person, a feat which, had 1 not been an eye­
witnes of it, 1 houId scarceIy have considered
capable of accomplLhment. She had efi'ected it,
however, by leaving here and there a hook lmdone.
Then again, tbere was the everlasting annoyance of

that precious Antonio-how 1 wisbed he had been

•
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278 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

with his patron saint !-whose ingenuity in finding
out means of annoying me was quite wonderfuI.
While his worthy parents were intent on the exami·
nation of the contents of my box, he seated himself
before it, and having got hold of the key, he
amused himself by turning it round and round,
until he made such a mess of the lock that it
defied human power, except by violent means, to
get it out again. 1 found it impossible to deliver
myself from these repeated annoyances, which,
however trifling singly, had altogether a power like
that of drops of water on the stone which in
the course of time they COITOde and waste away.
It was in vain that 1 desired my servant, who knew
what 1 meant, to be quiet, as 1 could not endure
such a turmoil, hoping that the remark wouId be
taken as a hint by the family. It was all to no
purpose that 1 scolded my innocent boy for the

intolerable noise made by the other. None of my
hints were understood, or, at any rate, none of them
were taken, for the din eontinued to be as ineessant
and as wearing as ever, and 1 could reasonably hope
for no deliverance until 1 had left the place.

It was utterly impossible for me, by any ordinary
human foresight, to guard against the disasters that
were constantIy occurring. The most trifling inei­
dent, with which neither 1 nor any one in the house
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had any connection, 11'ould Iead to ome unexpected
unnoyance. If u horse huppened to pass the hou e,
a11'ay they aH ru hed to the window to ee who it
wa , up etting in their ha te my preciou coIour-box.
J.. T o more di a trous mi hap could occur to me, for
if any coIours were lost, they could not be replaced
for love 01' money in Teneriffe, and 1 had to send aU
tbe way to EngIand for them. My box, at tbis
time, was aIready at a painfuHy Iow ebb; and my
feelings may be irnagined when occasionaHy 1 saw
the colours aH scattered about, and Antonio, Iike a
IittIe dog bent on miscbief, delíghting in their over­
tbrow. Sorne, to my great vexation, felI down,
tbrough the holes in the fioor, into the granary
beIow, where the chance of again finding thern all
safe und entire was extremeIy little. AH, of course,
were eager in the search for thern, and occa ionaUy
imagined they had been sucee sful in the diseovery
of ome u eful eolour, rai ing hopes in my mind
tbat were doomed to a bitter disappointment,
when 1 pereeived that that whieh was offered to
me as a pieee of ultra-marine, was, in faet, only
a pieee of dirt. Finding that the seareh was
continued to no purpose, we wouId sulkily diseon­
tinue it, when the ble sed Antonio, the very God of
Misehief in sorne rnythoIogy, wouId probably be
found in a temper of unusual amiability, his mouth
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coIoured with emeraId g1'een, which he had been
sucking with a11 the delight that boys in EngIand
have in be mea1'ing them eIves with Eve1'ton toffey.

But thi di covery did not end the mischief; it
onIy gave it a new direction. Loud were the cries
and bitter the Iamentations of the mother, for she
was ure that he1' p1'ecious one was poi oned, that

notbing could save him. The father, of cou1'se,
like aU peopJe who are wise after the event, and

who can truIy prophesy when the future is past,
was aIways sure that it wouId be so; but still, in
order that it might not be, he adopted the strange
remedy of almost choking the boy by unmercifully
stuffing a coarse toweI down bis throat. This, of
course, si1enced the young vixen for the time, hut
he made up for bis inability to sc1'eam by kicking,
and tearing, and scratching all and everything
within his reach. In such circumstances as tbese,
he was generally pacified by being sbown the tomb­
stone, 01' by being allowed to 1'011 downstairs upon
it.
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CHAPTER XVI.

Impression produced by the Peak-The Grandeur oí Nature con­
trasted with the Degradation oí 1I1an-Great number oí Beg­
gars-The Cry íor Cuartos-Rhyming )lendicants-The De­
cline oí Teneriffe-Destruction oí the Vines-Public Burdens
-:Miserable Condition oí the Poorer Inhabitants-1mmense
Number oí Government Employés-Expensive Military Staff
- The Governor- Extent oí the Civil Department oí
Government--Dependence in pain on Government Employ­
ment--The Pretendientes-Aversion to Commercial ituations
-Caste in Modern Society-The IslallUs Drailled of their
Means by the Extravagallce oí the Spanish Home Govern­
roent--Demoralizing Influence of the Spanish Authorities­
Extortion from the Poor-Uncertain Situation of the Ero­
ployés-Intrigue íor Office--Leave :Matanza-Our Retinue-­
Amusement on the Road-Improvisation-Arrive at Santa
Ursula-Difficulties about Breakfast-The Everlasting No­
A Sudden Resolution and Unexpected Eruption-1Ve Forage
for Ourselves-The Young Lady without a Novio-Our
Journey Resumed.

lF there were so many desagreables to render roy
existence anything but pleasing within doors, and
to interfere with roy favourite pursuits, there was
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in the external a pect of the place much that com·
pensated for the many little persecutions 1 had to
endure. The surrounding cenery wa surpa_ ingly
grand and beautiful, and 1 often lingered at the
window, 01' wandered about the neighbourhood,
looking upon such a picture of natural beauty as
could scarcely be surpa sed in any other part of the
world. 1 may say thi with the more confidence
when 1 call to mind that the Peak of Teneriffe is
the grandest feature in a scene where there is much
that is impressive. Perhaps there is no other
place in the island from which a more favourable
view ofthe cloud-pip.rcing mass can be obtained than
that from which we daily had the happines of con­
templating it at latanza. The <1istance at which we
were from the Peak lent even a greater enchant·
ment to the cene. It wa o great a to be quite
sufficient to throw over it that indescribable atmo .
pheric charm, that 80ft blending of the various
oppo ite tints of nature, which i diminished 01' alto­
gether lost on a nearer approach. The spectacle
excited in my mind a ort of mysterious awe, for as
the gigantic Peak a cended in the atmo phere
until its summit was 101lt in the clouds that had
gathered round its higher part, 1 felt almost
inclined to regard it a a sort of Jacob's ladder by
which angels could ascend and descend from earth
to heaven.
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It is the misfortune of too country, however,
that so much that is grand, beautiful, magnificent
in nature, is associated with all that is mean, con­
temptible, and repulsive in man. What a sadden­
ing and humiliating spectacle it is to behold the
abject and crouching mi ery of human beings side
by side with, or in the midst of, a scene where
nature has raised her most glorious altar to elevate
the soul to him who is her author and maker.
What language can 1 use in which to describe the
unutterably low, degraded, humbled condition in
which 1 found so many individuals of wbat 1 must
now consider a generally abject race. Tbe number
of beggars is very great in compari on with that of
the whole population of the isIands; and in what
other part of the world can such abject, whining,
miserable suppliants be found ? 1 have een four­
and-twenty old, middle-aged, and young, all sitting

in a row, and on inquiry, accepting their own

account, 1 learned that the younger ones had no
parents, neither father nor mother, to edueate or to
provide for them, while the elder aH had countle s
progenies. They were aH, more or le s, the in­
heritors of sorne species of disease, the effects of
which on their persons, if available for exciting the
pity or charity oí the passers by, were exhibited in
the most loathsome and repulsive forros. Nowhere
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284 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

had 1 beheld a more miserable set of human beings,
aH marked by misfortune for her own, clamorously
whining and praying for a few cuartos-cuartos to
buy bread-cuartos for chochos-cuartos to pUl'·
chase cigars. From morning to night their cry
was, "cuartos, cuartos, cuartos."

There was one pOOl', little, desolate thing upon
whom 1 looked with feelings of profound melan·
choly, for in her sad, hopeless countenance, and
in her starved, shrivElled appearance, she bore all
the marks of a misery which tbose who have been
born under bappier stars can scafCI~ly realize.
She did not join the eager and clamorous demand
for cuartos with which we were assailed by most
01' aH of the others. She was either so rednced by
alife of continued illness, exposure, and suffering,
01' she was of so timid and gentle a character,
that she was unable to press her wants upon tbe
benevolent passenger with the same energy and
perseverance that her professional companions
were accustomed to tbrow into their demands for
charity. Apparently despairing of pity from
any human source, sbe gathered up her little
shrivelled limbs, and seemed to shrink into her·
self, cliuging at the same time to the cold stone
wall of the burial-ground as one who had notbing
else on which to support herself in this world. Who
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could help regarding her with a feeling of profound
meIancholy, and thinking with orrow of the sad afld
miserable fate that, in a11 probability, was marked
out fol' one who had been o earIy initiated into the
worst iIIs- and trials of life? 1 seareeIy knew
whetber to be sorry 01' gIad when I was informed,
a short time after, that he had been eaught felling
wood in the neighbourhood, an aet for which she
was sentenced to impri onment for a short periodo
If, I thougbt, she is provided for, so far as regards

her material wants, during the time she is in
prison, what may be her spiritual 108s when one
eonsiders the contamination to which she will
unavoidabIy be exposed in a. ociating with those
whom age ha onIy hardeneJ in vice and crime?
The other mendíeant, however miserable might
be their external appearanee, did not exhibit the

same heart-rending appearance a the one to whom

we ha\'e now a11uded. The mi eries through whích
they had pas ed had hardened them, and the
greater theil' want and hunger the greater the
audacity with whieh they demanded alms from
tho eneal' them. There wa no laek of light­
hearted merríment among them, a perfect tire of
witty and areastie remarks being kept up when
the interval of a. few moments' leisure from begging

gave them the opportunity. In this respect they
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bore some resemblance to the equally miserable and
equally light-hearted beggars one frequently meet
with in Ireland. They have other talents also
which are not so common with any of the members
of their da s in northern countries. 1 had been
listening to some words which one of them was
singing, and as 1 admired the sentiment, 1 made
the remark, u That is a fine chaunt l"_u Oh,
if you like it," one of them without hesitation
replied, "we will put it into rhyme." 1 was '
rather astonished at the proposal; but they díd
what they promised.

The general condition of the island of Teneriffe
is not nearly so prosperous and promising as it
once was. It was once far more wealthy than it
is at the present day. Various causes may
probably be a signed for the fiight of its riches;
but the principal wa undoubtedly the destruction
of the vine, which con tituted tbe main resource
of the inhabitants. When the gains they had
been accu tomed to derive from tbe cultivation of
the vine had pas ed away, Government still con­
tinued to treat them as if no change had taken
place in their condítion. one of their burdens
were alleviated, and they were compel1ed to pay
the same amount of contributions to the Spanish
officials as before the perlod of tbeir adversity.
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The taxes levied upon the pOOl' people are very
henvy, eonjdering the 1imited menns tbey have of
meeting them; and when one remembers that
whether the earth produces its fruit in abundance,
01' di appoints them by it terility, the same sum
are till exacted from them, sueh treatment can
searcely be denominated anything but a shameless
robbery. They may toil and lave to the utmost
limits of their strength, und yet, the soil not
yie1ding to them of her abundance, they have no
means to meet the burdens imposed upon them,
and they must either endeavour to make up the
amount demanded by selling their 1itt1e property,
01' go to pri on, a fearful alternative to them, as
it would be their complete ruin. But as the use­
le. s Government employés, who weigh like an
incubus on the indu try of the people, mu t be
paiel, aH the e eonsideration are unheeded, and
every year adds to the number of the sufferers
from a y tem o ruinou and exacting.

Again, aIthough the number of troops in the
i land i on1y smaH, an expensive military staff is
maintained. Although the only military force, as 1
under tand, consist of a weak battalion of militia,
and a few artillerymen, a body of superior officers
is kept up at Santa Cruz for their superintendence,
as large a1' the military staff of the garrison of
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Gibraltar. The highest in rank in the island is the
civil governor, who resides at the capital. He
is at the head of a whole host of departments, the
advantage of which, in so small a population,
unless it be to provide situations for dependents, it
is difficult to conjecture. There is an irnrnense
number of clerks for the performance of duties
which, if any due proportion between l'equirements
and the provision necessary for them were estab·
lished, might easily be discharged by the clerks of
any l'espectable mercantile firmo Indeed, the latter
might very wen undel'take them with the assurance
that they would have a large margin of time for
their amusement, 01', if so inclined, for theil' impl'ove­
mento But the misfol'tune is that so many of the
inhabitants of pain look to Government for em·
ployment. Instead of youths being brought up in
sorne mercantile firm in which, with care and
prudence, they might uItimately acquire a far
more ample cornpetency than any they can expect
from Government, they are allowed to hang on
idling, wasting theil' best days, until, by great

interest 01' infiuence, they obtain sorne place under
Govel'nment in which they may idle away their
time, undel' the l'ather sarcastic appellation of
employés. While the aspirants for such offices are
only looking forward with hope to the loaves und
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:fishes of the tate, they are termed "Preten­
diente ," and as theír number is very rrreat, so eager
a rivalry is excited among them that situations
with an emolument of no more than su 01' eight
dollars a month are eagerly ought for and ac­
cepted by persons of considerable re pectability. 1t
is to accommodate these that every land which i
under the Government of pain is oppressed by a
disproportionately large official establishment.
.And the number never diminishes. For every
name that is knocked off the list of pretendíentes,
there is one, it may be two, to supply the place.
And it will continue the same as long as Spanish
society is infiuenced by such sentiments as now
prevail among a large portion of the people.
Trade is not respectable enough for them, and they
even he itate to let it be known publicly that they
are connected with any commercial speculation.
They would con ider themselves degraded past all
redemption, un:fit to hew theír faces again in what
they con idel' respectable society, if they ventured
to turn theír hand to any honest occupation by
which they might, ifthey acted with prudence, asure
fol' them elves a far more ample provision than
any they could get under Government. But they
would lose caste, and rather than that, they will

VOL. l. U

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



290 SIXTEEN YEARS üF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

cringe and fawn upon the roen in office, froro whom
appointments and pl'omotions are to be obtained.

But it is not only unnecessary outlay in the
provinces fol' their own purposes, and for their
own necessary expenditure, that presses heavily
upon the tax-payers, but they must also provide
for the nevel'-ending wants of their extl'avagant
rulers in Spain. The resources of the island are
annually drained of large sums, which are sent to
the mother country to meet the various exigencies
of the State, to provide fol' the extl'avagance of the
chief officers of Government, and to pay the
salaries of exiled military officel's, which are made
payable from the provincial funds. It is thus that
large sums of money that might at least be useful
in carrying on the many public improvements of
which the jslands stand so mueh in need are extracted
for the benefit of others. The consequence is
that there is nothing like public spirit; the inhabi­
tants of the island have not the means of earrying
out any great object; thel'e is a total want of that
mutual confidence without which no benefit can be
secured; the Government treats them as children
who cannot be safely allowed to do anything for
themselves, and will intel'fel'e in all their coneerns ;
and the people, in general, destitute of that spirit
of associatioll, the advantages of which are so well
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undel' tood in other countries, and in many case
so profitably acted upon, are unable to initiate any
comprehen~ive scheme by which the condition of

the islands and of their population may be im­

proved.

We can scarcely feel surprised that so wretched
a system i productive of the most unhappy results
on the character of the people. If they are tricky,

gra ping, and rapaciou , who can blame them, when
the government, which should protect and cherish

them, so unmercifuIly robs them of their little

acqlúsitions. If the various dealers with whom you

are brought into contact will do all they can to
cheat you to any amount, of a large sum if they
can, of a roall if nothing more is in their power,
they are only imitating, on a smaller scale, the con­
duct of those official authoritie' whom they are

expected to reyerence and honour. I have seen a

pOOl' mi erable wretch, who~e appearance excited

a feeling of the greate t pity, who, with the hope
of providing for her few and imple want, ,as

accustomed to toil five-and-twenty miles every day,
bent down by the , eight of her ba ket of wares, and
who e only resting-place fol' the night was under

any gateway before which she happened to stop;

what could any government expect 01' de ire to ex­

tract from such an unfortunate bcing? Ancl yet,
u2
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292 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIST'S LIFE IN

so clamorous are the wants ofthe legions of employés,
that even she must be taxed at the rate of !.3
annuaIIy. No one need be surprised that a pOOl'
creature, whose education has been entirely neo
glected, whose moral training has been of the most
dubious character, and who has nothing but the
most mischievous examples before her eyes, in the
conduct of those aboye her, should have recourse
to all the deceptive arts of a petty system of cheat·
ing. Where such evil infiuences are universaUy
felt, we cannot expect a pOOl' woman in her condi­
tion to be beyond their reach, especiaIly when one
considers that, in the honest exercise of her daily
drudgery, she could never succeed in making up
the sum demanded by an exacting government.

Nor are the employés themselves, who are the
source of so much evil to the islands, in a very
enviable position. In a country where all kinds of
underhand infiuences are constantly at work, their
situation is a very precarious one. They may be
turned adrift at any moment by the first successful
intrigue of an opposite party in the government,
and they are at once deprived of their only means
of making a livelihood. Cheap as the means of
living in Spain and its dependencies are, they cannot,
even with the utmost prudence, save anything froro
their small salary, 01' lay up any provision for the
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future. Whether the emoluments of the several
official amount to six dolIars, or to six hundred,
the sum, in any case, is no more than sufficient to
support them in their several po itions, and in many
ca es cannot even do that. These are some of the cir­
cumstances that, in addition to their own grasping
dispositions, drive them to a disgraceful system of
peculation, of oppression, and of robbery, which
has long been the disgrace of Spanish officials.
They are constantly endeavouring to make provision
for a period which, they know, may come, when
they shall be driven from their present offices, and

be forced to live on the plunder which they have
ama sed from the poor people. The individuaIs
e tablished in their place will continue to pursue
the same system; those who have been ousted will
carry on similar intrigues with the hope of being
again reinstateJ; and, in all probability, in the

numberles official changes constantIy taking place
in pain, their expectations will, ere long, be
realized. Thus, every man preys upon his neigh­
bour; one class endeavours to build its fortunes on
the ruins and miseries of another; and from the
highest official in the island down to the poor
woman with the basket on her head, there is a

complicated ramification of chicanery and fraud.

The time at last came when we had appointed to
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leave Matanza, and we were not sorry to do so, for
the household with which we had been domiciled
was far from an agreeable one. We were soon on
our feet in the morning, a jolly party, delighting in
the preparations that were making for our depar­
ture. The stately camel, with its long legs, and its
nose high in the air, was already at the door; and
while they were loading it with article after article,
it stood a perfect pattern of exemplary patience,
and withal very stately and majestic in its bearing.
We had also donkeys, and horses, and drivers, and
riders, and formed, in our own small party, a per­
fect miniature earavan. All were in the highest
spirits; the road was before us; and as there is
always something inspiring in the prospect of a
journey, especialIy by land, when there is none
of that abominable sea-sickness to dread, 1 looked
forward to it with unIDingled delight, for, on the
one hand, 1 was happy at my deliverance from
companions not the most agreeable, and always
very troublesome, and, on the other, 1 knew 1
should have an opportlmity of witnessing scenery
which 1 was anxious to see. It is true that the
morning was anything but agreeable; the ground
was wet, and the rain was still falling; while the
wind blew in gusts right in our faces. As we were
determined, however, to enjoy our journey as
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heartily as we could, we did not allow such slight
circumstances to exercise any depres ing infiuence
on our spirits, and we set off with as much alacrity
and plea ure as if it had been one of the fine t
days of the year, with a brilliant sun and an un­
clouded atmosphere above our hea~s.

The camel·driver was as merry as the rest, and
volunteered his services to keep up the spirit of the
party by a song, or rather by what 1 may term a
sort of chanted improvisation, for it was evidently
the result of the inspiration of the moment, the
individuals and circumstances of the party being
alIuded to, and even the events of the journey fur·
nishing our unexpected improvisatore with matter.
The composition was in rhyme, and was occasionally
taken up by our several attendants, natives of the
i land, as the spirit of improvi ation de cended like
Elijah's mantle upon them. It was altogether a
strange production, and 1 listened to it, as the
several singers took up the theme, with very great
intere t. There was often a spirit of sly wit and
humour in what they said, which of cour e was only
imperfectly understood by me, not being sufficiently
familiar with the local events and characters
alIuded too It was certainly one of the strangest
and most amusing medleys 1 had ever listened to,
as the reader also will doubtless suppose when 1
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296 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIsr's LIFE IN

mention a few of tbe various subjects tbat were
successively introduced. Tbe" English" prices
(tbe chargcs, 1 suppose, which it is considered
proper to lay upon Englishmen, who are generally
supposed to have most money, and to be the least
cnpable of all men of taking care of it), which had
been perseveringly demanded, and in our case as
perseveringly resisted-the musical donkeys-the
"novios," 01' sweethearts of the women servants,
on whom such personal compliments as the taste 01'

the ability of tbe improvisatore was able to bestow
were freely lavisbed, every incident that happened
in tbe course of our journey, every name that could
in any way be considered as connected with any
individual 01' circumstance of the party, and every
scene that attracted our attention, were aH brought
in, with more 01' less success, to keep up the spirit
of an entertainment wbich was at once harmless,
interesting, and exciting. 1 felt greatly pleased by
all 1 saw and beard; and if we may judge of the
eifect produced on the natives of our party by
the peals of laughter with which the road, during
almost the whole of our journey, rang, the willing
improvisatori had no reason to repent of the
endeavours which they had made to amuse their
companions.

Exercise, mirth, and the fresh morning air soon
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made us a11 feel that it was desirable to recruit the
energies of nature. We therefore made arrange­
ments to stop at Santa Ursula, about six miles from
:Mantanza, where we proposed to breakfast. As
we had not thought it necessary to bring a provision
of eatables with us, thinking that they would easily
be procured at the several stations on our journey;
we unfortunately soon found ourselves in a rather
unexpected predicamento On going up to the nrst
house in the village which we reached, we asked if
they could provide us witli a11 that was necessary
for breakfast. The answer was a most discouraging
negative. But as they were either uuable or unwil­
ling to let us have a complete breakfast, we deter­
mined to try if we could get sorne of the more
essential portions of it.

"Can you oblige us with a loaf of bread," 1
asked.

"No," was the ungracious answer of the person
addressed, who did not deign even to lift up her
head when speaking to me.

" Perhaps you could let us have some eggs?"
" No."
" We could even do with a Httle milk. Will

you let us have sorne? "
" No."
This obliging "negative" then shut the door in
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our faces, and we looked at each other for a
moment in dismay. We had not anticipated such
a miserable reception during the fu t part of our
joyous journey, and our exuberant spirits fell
almo t to zero, for we acknowledged to each other
that we were so vulgar as to be terribly hungry.
Howéver, as we all, without much consideration,
came to the conc1usion tbat we were not likely to
get our breakfast without asking for it, and that it
would be absurd to allow ourselves to be dis­
couraged by a fust rebuff, we approached a second
house, and made our presence known to the inmates.
Our hopes of a succes ful i sue to our application
did not ríse much when, in answer to our summons,
a sulky-Iooking W'ornan carne to the door, and
looked rather curiously and suspiciously at uso

he had a dropsical-Iooking child in her arms, which
was very fractious and troublesome, and the fact
that her efforts to pacify it did not seem likely to
be very succe sful by no mean added to her good
nature. When we spoke to her, he gave a mo t
determined stare, beginning at our faces, and
gradually carrying her examination down to our
feet, and then back to our faces again.

"Will you be so kind as to allow us to breakfast
here ? " 1 said.

" No !" she exclaimed with a loud voice in
reply.
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"Perhaps JOu could favour us ith a loar of
bread? "

" o!" she again said sharply.
" A few egg , íf you could favour us with them,

would be very acceptable, and you may put your
own price upon them."

" o!" She was angry now.
"If you have no eggs, perhaps you could let us

have a little mílk?"
"No 1" he was in a downright passion.
"This is what Carlyle would call the regíon of

the Everlasting TO," 1 said to rnyself, as 1 turned
away hopeless and díspirited.

It soon appeared that 1 was by no means hasty
in coming to this conclusion, for after applying in
desperation at every house in the village, the same
di couraging negative was the only answer we got
to our suppHcation. However, we had become
excited by thi time by what we considered the
mercile s barbarity of these unfeeling avages, and
we determined to take the law-not of life and
death, but of barter-into our own hands. Each
cold and unsympathetic ".1. T o" had worked us into
a state of greater fury, and the last fell upon us
like the last spark that kindles up into the resistIess
confiagration. But what eIse couJd we do? It was
impossible to go without our breakfast. We were
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compelled by the irre i tibIe force of circum tances
to have recour e to violence. We all ru hed, therefore,
en rnasse into the house where we had received our
last refusal. Tt was tenanted by an old woman,
who, on witnes ing this lawle s invasion of her
peaceful dwelling by uch a hungry ho t, tood
silent and aghast. Tho e who recollect the scene
de cribed by Tennyson, in his poem of the leeping
Beauty, will be able to form ome conception of the
picture that presented itself to our eyes. The poor
woman stood with her arm extended, the pinch of
snuff that was on its way to her expectant no e,
arre ted in its cour e. Tlie baby, probably her
grandchild, with the beautiful, dewy, scarlet blu h
of sleep on one side of it cheek, the gli tening
diamonds in it eres, was staring ~tr9.ight forward,
a if at nothing. The hou e-dog tood with his ears
erect, uch a picture of unfeigned a tonishment at
this daring irruption in hi very teeth that he
actually forgot to bark. Even the black cat, not­
with tanding the inten~e elfishne s of her mce,
which forbids all human or feline ympathy, and

hich is alarmed by no danger that does not
threaten her elf, tood with her tail exalted, and
her round green eyes looking fixedly on the intru­
del' , as if under the infiuence of such curio ity as
she could feel to know what it was all about. The
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YOUDg girl appeared to be petrified as she was iD
the act of takiDg the bread which she had beeD a
momeDt before preparing, out of the oveD. EveD
the very poultry that had been collected safely
uDder the mill seerned to be arrested, in the process
of gratifying their never-failing appetite, with sorne­
thiDg liker astonisbrneDt tban 1 ever supposed it
possible they could feel. There was oDly one
creature, brute or human, that rernained calrn aDd
self-posses ed, pursuing its usual avocation without
a rnoment's interruptioD, wbile every other living
thiDg appeared as it were spell-bouDd by so nnusual
an invasion of their generally quiet sanctuary.
This was the blindfolded carnel, which kept con­
tinuously at its unvaryiDg round of toil, unaware
of, or uDrnoved by, the state of arnazement and
dread iDto wrucb all its companions bad been
throWD, aDd unweariedIy keeping up its perpetual
grinding at the millo

Like half-starved soldiers on a march, who can­
not afford to be nice about the means by wruch
they obtain what is necessary for their eager appe­
tites, we símultaneously resolved not to let so good
an opportunity of providing ourselves with such
artieles of food as we could appropriate slip away
without availing ourselves of it. So, seeing sorne
loaves which had not long been taken from the
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oven, we made a sudden attack upon them, and
obtained secure possession of them before the
enemy had time to recover presence of mind and
prevent uso At the same time, that we might
not be accused of appropriating what was not our
own without making a fair return, we produced a
handfu1 of cuartos. It was with some difficulty, on
the sight of the money, that the old lady recovered
her usual pl'esence of mind, and it was not till she
had l'aised the arl'ested pinch of snuff to her nose,
and inhaled its al'omatic odour, that she was able
to exclaim "Benedita sea," an expression of
thanks which we appl'opriated to ourselves. Row­
ever, as she was evidently still in a state ofconsider­
able perturbation, we thought it better not to force
our conversation upon her for the present, but to
give her time to compose herself after so stirring an
event in her otherwise calm existence. We there­
fore turned to tbe young lady, who had hithel'to
only been a quiet spectator of events, and addressing
ourselves to be1', asked he1' about that never-failing
object of eve1'Y young island beauty's interest, her
novio.- ovío! She had no novio. Who bad any
right to suppose tbat she eithe1' bad 01' eared for
any novio. If she could have undel' tood me, I
might have used such language as sailors are aecus­
tomed to cmploy when tbey wish to indieatc tbat
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anything is too absurd or incredible for such knowing
ones as theyare to believe, "Tell that to the ma­
rines ;" but still, wishing to be polite, (although,
after the manner in which we had intruded, much
couIdnot be expected from us in that way) 01' to show
that we díd not place perfectly ímplicit reliance on
the assurance of the young lady, we directed the
conversation into another channel, and asked her
about her usual occupation, her work in the dairy,
the quantity and quality of the mi1k she got, and
how it was disposed of. On these subjects we found
her more disposed to be communicative; she brought
some of that day's milk to show us, and when we
asked if she wouId seU us some, as it wouId be so
refreshing to us on our long journey in such sultry
weather, she at once agreed to let us have as much
as we required, with any other articles they had
that might be necessary. We were, of course,
greatly obliged by tbis olfer, and were onIy too
happy to accept it; and after a little more conver­
sation with the old lady, who in the meantime had
completely recovered her presence ofmind and her
loquacity, we took our departure, with the expres­
sion of many thanks for the abundant supply that
had been provided for uso OUt conduct in this
alfair may be considered rather doubtful as to its
propriety; but onr plea of necessity must be taken

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



304 SIXTEEY YEARS OF AN ARTISr'S LIFE IN

into consideration. Besides, we were very irritated,
and not unjustly, 1 think, by the ungracious recep­
tion we had met at first, and the peremptory noes
with which aU our requests were answered. Still,
with aU these a1lowances, we must admit we rather
took the law into our Qwn hands. Bailie Nicol
Jarvie, on one occasion, when he thought he had
reason to cQmplain of the conduct of bis kinsman,
Rob Roy, said that it was what be would caU "on
the north side o' freendly ; " so, if we stood before the
Bailie's bar in the Saltmarket, we are inclined to
imagine that, after a patient hearing of our case, he
would pronounce it to be a little to the north side
of wbat be, cousin of the great Highland riever as he
was, would consider strictly honest and justo
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CHAPTER XVII.

Valley of Orotava-Its Beautiful Appearance-Roman Catholic
FestivaIs-The Amusements of our Guides-Peasant GirIs­
Their Conversation with the Camel-Driver-Bencomo, the
Guanche King-Our Journey Resumed-A econd :Meeting
and Conversation with the Peasant GirIs-The Mysterious

n ter-The Yentriloquist-Our Destination Rea.ched-The
Alameda-Preparations for the Festival of San Isidro-Thc
Beggars agaín-Assailed by Twenty-four-Accosted by Two
Gentlemen-Our lrind Reception by an Unkown Lady-An
Early troll throucrh the Villag~Its Antique and Romantic
Appearanc~The Dragon Tree of Orotava-Oracular Powers
Attributed to it-How it Indicatel the Productiveness of the
Following Harvest-Its l\Ieasuremllnt.

WE are now once more upon the road, and in
excellent spirits, for our difficu1ty has been over­
come, our appetites have been satisfied, and we
have an ample store with us in provision for their
return. The un is now shining out gloriously, and
every object of nature, mountain and valley, tree
and fiower, is bathed in the effiuence of that refuIgent

VOL. 1. X
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light which gives beauty to the morning. We gaze
with renewed feelings of delight on the running
streams, whose waters are as clear as crystal, and
whose trickle over the polished stones in their bed is
so pleasing and refreshing to the traveller in the hot
days of summer.

We lrnew there was sorne splendid scenery in
store for us, the first we should approach being the
lovely valley of Orotava. The e1fect was almost
magical when, through an opening to which a turn
of the road brought us, it burst upon us, for the
first time, in a11 its splendour. From aU that had
been previously told me of the surpassing beauty of
this island va11ey, 1 had been led to expect a
spectacle of great natural loveliness; but when the
reality was at once spread out before me, resem·
bling a scene in a theatre, but much more beautiful,
1 found that my anticipations had fallen fal' short
of all that 1 now beheld. 1 can ventare upon no
description of it, for words, at any time, can only
give a very imperfect and confused idea of the
grander and more beautiful scenes of nature.
Every single detail may be accurately enough
described, but the composition, the general e1fect,
the unity oí the whole, no language can render.
Suffice it, then, to say that here we beheld such
wealth of verdure and foliage as none but an
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almost tropical valley can di play. Every tiny
wild-flower was spangled and glittering with the
rain-drop that had fallen in the early morning.
The bird were carolling in the air, and their
brilliant plumage was parkling in the sun as they
flew past us frorn branch to branch. The sunshine
after the rain had also brought forth un innumerable
rnultitude of creeping thing to participate in the
univer al joy of nature during the short existence
that was allotted to them; and could we have
shaken off the aversion with which most, except
profes ed entomologists, regard such creatures, we
shouJd doubtless have been able to di cover rnuch
that wa exqui itely beautiful in their structure
al '0. The very hor es eemed to enter into the
spirit of delighted enjoyment of which nature is so
prodigal on uch a day. Their repeated neighs, a~

we pa ed on through the lovely cenery, and a the
cool breeze which tempered the heat played about
us, eerned to indicate that they were not deprived
of their hare of that general exuberance of hap­
pine" of which aH nature, and particularly aH
living thing , seemed to be en. ible.

Turning our eyes up towards the mountain, ' e
beheld a long train of animal threading the steep
and tortuous path which maoy feet and repeated
journep had worn in its sicle. Their progress was

x2
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308 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIsr's LIFE IN

slow, and we could cIearly distinguish aH their
movements, as well as those of the men under
whose charge they were, whose joyful songs fell
melodiously upon our ears, melted into harmony
by the distance. We could also distinguish the
shining white houses of a distant vilIage, which
seemed to be situated almost immediately beneath
an overhanging precipice. From the tower of the
church the bells were ringing merrily, in anticipa­
tion of the morrow, which we understood to be
one of those festivals which aiford the laborious
village population ao opportunity of displaying
themselves in their gayest costumes, and of enjoy­
ing themselves, afier the church services of the
morning, with the joyous music and the gay dance
of the afternoon and evening.

While in Spain and France they have, perhaps,
too many of these days, some of them in honour
of Saints, whose claims to such a distinction it
would be difficult to discover, what a pity it is
that such an agreeable remnant of the times of our
forefathers has so entirely disappeared from Eng­
land. With the exception of Christmas and Good
Friday, and in many cases even these are grudg­
ingly allowed, our peasantry have no festivals, no
holidays, but one unvaried round of labour from
the beginning to the close of the year. ot to
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speak of higher and more benevolent considera­
tions, is such a system as thi the most profitable
in the end, even in a worldly sense? ls there not
a great deal of wisdom in the old schoolboy pro­
verb, that aIl work and no play makes Jack a dull
boy? Existence must have its sunshine as weIl as
its clouds; and such festiva1s, occasionally recur­
ring, making even his period of toil a pleasure to
the labourer, wouId, in aH probability, resuIt in
greater profits, in better returns, to his employer
also. It is a pity so few are prepared to accept so
imple a view of a very simple matter.

We had a very distinct and satisfactory view of
tbe Peak. lndeed, the atmospheric condition of
the day was in every respect remarkably favourable
for seeing it welL The greater part of it was
covered with a mantle of snow, and the degree of
moisture whieh still remained in the atmosphere
had the e1feet of bringing it apparently very near
to uso In faet, being so prominent an objeet, it
appeared even nearer than many of the interme­
diate hilis. There was nothing to interfere with
the perfeet transpareney of the atmosphere, and the
few feathery elouds that appeared fIoating about
the sides of the precipitous rock only made the
purity of the air more apparent by the eontrast
with that matehless ethereal tint whieh was di1fused
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over all nature. We remained on the spot to
contemplate at onr leísure a scene whích was so
novel and striking, at least to me, while the
servants were sent on before, "to take off the
fiies," as the camel-driver observed.

In tue meantime, our guides, not at all fatigued
afier the long di tance they had already come, set
off to seek for amusement in a way peculiar to
themselves. Disdaining the ordinary beaten path,
they started up among the rocks, and with the
agilíty ofmountain goats, leaped in and out and over
what appeared to my unaccustomed eyes the most
impossible places. They managed to do this by
planting their staffs in the ground, and then taking
a vigorous spring, the length of which quite
astonished me. This practice, 1 believe, has come
down to them from the Guanches, the early inhabi·
tants of the islands.

While we were thus scattered about, each one
enjoying hirnself in his own way, sorne rosy·
cheeked and bright-eyed peasant girls rushed past
us in their gay and parti-coloured garments.
Turning round to look at them, 1 saw that the
c'amel-driver had aIready been attracted by their
pretty, cheerful faces, and was endeavouring to get
into conversation with thern.

"Why are you running so fa t?" 1 heard him
ask.
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"To shake out the :flea ," was their quick reply,
an an wer which at once amu ed and amazed me.
And then, thinking that que tion for que tion was
only fair play, they smilingly a ked, "Rave JOu
got a cuarto amongst you?" and without waiting
for an answer, they again tarted off with the speed
of frightened antelopes, making the valley ring and
ring again with their reiterated peals of laughter.
1 may say 1 enjoyed their mirth as much as they
appeared to do themselves; for, with a bright sun
overhead, with a fine open country before you,
with apure atmosphere to breathe, and with all
your cares left¡ behind, it is ea y to get up a good
laugh, and to feel on good terros with everything
and everybody.

We had now reached the crest of the hill that
overhangs the valley of Orotava, where the cave of
the last Guanche king, Bencomo, is situated. It
is a spot famous in the history of these islands, but
is now inaccessible. .Although, therefore, the cave
itself was beyond our reach, we had a most magni­
ficent prospect from the height on which we stood,
for it commands the whole valley of Orotava, in­
c1uding cenery which excels where there is so much
that is beautiful. The valley i8 bounded by the
Teguaya hills, on which the forces of the Guanche
kings were encamped on the night previous to the
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battle which resulted in the subjugation of the
island. The fate of the Guanches, in the resolute
contest which they maintained against the Spanish
invaders of theír native isIand, is little known and
less cared for in Europe, where few have ever
heard even the name of the early inhabitants of
the Canaries; but here, on the very spot
where a contest of so much irnportance to
thern was for ever decided, 1 could not help
regarding the scene with a feeling of painful
interest, as my thoughts dweIt on the strange
races, sorne of them so gentIe, that were doorned to
fall before the destroying sword of the Spaniard,
both in the old and the new worId.

From the eIevation on which 1 stood, 1 couId
see the expanse of the sea stretching out like a
polished mirror before rny eyes, the purity and
brilliancy of its blue depths alrnost rivalling the
transparent azure of the ethereal vault aboye.
Several headlands extended out into the ocean, over
which hung the paIro trees with their green
foIiage, every leaf and branch of which was seen
cIearIy defined in that unclouded atrnosphere. The
valley of Orotava itself, with its own unrivalled
beauties, occasionally withdrew my gaze froro the
ocean, for however frequently one may look upon
it, it is so constantly appearing in sorne new
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aspect, discovering sorne beauty, not observed before,
that one returns to 100k upon it with undirninished
delight. 1 often wondered with what fee1ings the
Spaniards must have gazed upon a scene that was
so soon to be delllged with blood, and upon the
magnificent peak that rose to heaven before them,
an eterna1 monument, as it were, to bear testi­
mony against the cruelties ana the crimes by
which they secured their conquest. How puny,
how despicab1e appears that ambition of man
which can attain its unworthy ends on1y by wading
to them through bloodshed and crime, compared, on
the one hand, even with the calm rnagnificence of
material uature, or, on the other, with the sublime
devotion of the benefactor, who recoils not even
before se1f-sacrmce that he may confer benefits
UPOD, and improve the condition of, bis fellow­
meno

1 could have lingered for a long time on this
spot, contemp1ating every aspect under which it
appeared, and indulging in the meditations it was
so well calculated to excite. But it was now time
to move on again. Our party was all collected,
and ready to continue the journey. The guides
were at the head, anxious once more to be on the
road. So, with one last lingering look, 1 tore
myself away, and joining my companions, we a11

I
8
@
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set off again together. We had not proceeded far,
before, as we wound round the descent, we came
upon a brilliant group of girls, dressed as usual in
their bright-coloured robes. But, as we drew near
to them, we began to suspect that they were the
same whom we had passed a short time before, and
with whom our guide had had so short and lively a
conversation. Our suspicion was soon confirmed,
for the guide had recognised them at once, and he
was as ready as before to have a little sharp
repartee with them.

"Well," he said, ce have you shaken out your
lleas yet ?"

" Haven't you found them on the road?" asked
the girl, laughing heartily.

" We'll be sure to look for them when we pass
that way again," said the guide.

"They'll stay till you come. But where are
your cuartos ?"

" Where you can't get them."
" How long is it since you washed your face ?"

said one of the girls.
"The bark, you know, preserves the tree,"

replied the guide.
ce y ou might have a fine crop of potatoes there1

if you'd only sow them."
This was a hard hit at the guide, and they
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","ould, doubtles , have continued in the same strain
of merry banter, keeping up a volley of rather
equivocal compliments; but at this moment their
attention was attracted by the clear and beautiful
notes of a singing bird, which appeared to be
pouring forth its joyful ong high up in the air,
immediately above our heads. The girls looked
up, they looked around in aH directions, but they
could see no bird, and the song al o had suddenly
topped.

" Well," said one of the girls, "that's strange;
but where can the bird be?"

"Perhap he's whi tling for you. Look up
again-you may find him this time."

he looked up. At that moment the notes of
the supposed songster swelled out .c1early and dis­
tinctly, and we all shouted out, "There's the bird
again 1"

Every one again Iooked up and around, but still
no bird was to be seen. 1 began to feel rather
my tified myself, when, happening to cast my eyes
upon the camel-driver, he gave me a look
of intelligence, and 1 understood the innoceot
deception oí which we had all beeo made the
victims. By a species of ventriloquism he could
perfectly imitate the song of various birds, the
sound appearing to come from the air, from the
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trees, or from the cottage eaves, according to his
pleasure.

One of the girls happening to put the question,
-" How long will you take to get to Puerto at
this pace?" 1 was reminded that we had no longer
time for trifiing on the road, and that it was
necessary to make greater speed. We accordingly
quickened our pace; but the girls, who had now
thrown aside the timidity of the morning, were
anxious to accompany us part of the way, a pro­
posal to which we had no objection, as their gayand
merry conversation lightened the toils of our jour­
ney, which were now beginning to tell upon uso
One cannot keep up throughout a long journey the
light and elastic spirits with which he started,
especially when the atmosphere has begun to get
sultry, and the rays of an almost tropical sun are
beating upon your head. However, we managed to
get on very wen, and even to enjoy ourselves with
considerable spirit. Our peasant girls proved to be
ligbt-hearted and merry companions, and were now
as communicative as tbey had formerly been sby.
Our greatest torments were tbe fiies, against which
we had no protection, and which kept incessantly
attacking us with their merciless stings. However,
our troubles in tbis way were soon brought to an
end, for, after what 1 considered a remarkably
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pleasant journey, we reached our destination, and
the camel kneeling down in the Alameda of Orotava,
1 once more found myself in safety on my own
feet.

But, unfortunately, just at the moment we sup­
posed we were about to enjoy the repose necessary
after the fatigues of our journey, we found our­
selves in rather an awkward situation. We were
ourselves perfectly ignorant of our destination, and
did not know where or how to proceed. We knew
that it was somewhere near the Alameda, but that
not being a snfficiently definite direction, our know­
ledge so far did not avail uso Our servants, having
been very much tormented by the fIies on the road,
had dropped behind with the key, and we had now
no alternative but to wait patiently until they
chose to make their appearance. In the meantime
we drew near to the Alameda, where we seated our­
selves, determined to wait with as much patience
as, in the circumstances, we could command.
For my part, l made myself as happy as l could.
l had before me, what was always a source of pure
and unalloyed pleasure, scenery which was at once
novel and beautiful. Besides, in our immediate
neighbourhood, workmen were busi1y engaged in
the preparations that were necessary for the coming
festival of San Isidro. Tril1mphal arches, in

I
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honour of the saint, had been erected in different
situations, and in a half-dreaming, half-waking
state, 1 sat shaping strange patterns out of the
twisted branches and leaves of the palm trees
of which they were constructed.

Afier our fatiguing journey, we could not be
expected to have a very aristocratic appear­
ance. Our long line of dusty, foot-sore animals
extended along the road, wearily browsing the grass
at the side, and both the riders and myself had
more of the shabby than of the genteel in our
aspect, for, not choosing to imitate the Spanish cus­
tom of dressing for the road, we had equipped our­
selves in what we considered suitable, but certainly
not very fine, habiliments. Nevertheless, we werc
found out and assailed by those torments of
Spain, so often alluded to, the beggars, who are
certainly as numerous and as troublesome on its
roads, and in its towns and villages, as certain
nameless little animals are in the beds of its inns.
Here we were again surrounded by twenty-four, a11
in a row, who whined out, in a drawling tone of voice,
their oily compliments, their benedictions, and their
prayers for cuartos. Sorne of them even tried to
touch our feelings, and to spirit our cuartos out of
our pockets, by jesting and laughing, but we were
proof against their wily and blandishing tongues.
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" Do you know who 1 am, and do you know
thi ?" smd the camel-driver, shaking his whip at
the unruly mob.

" y on may be a marqui for what 1 know," said
one. "Give me a cigar."

" Come and take it," he aid; and one was ap­
proaching with the expectation of touching his
cigar, when two gentlemen appeared snddenly in
view coming up the road, and notwithstanding
their crutches and their lame limbs, the idle vaga­
bonds decamped with as much speed as so many
hares before the honnds.

In the mean time the two gentlemen carne up,
and approaching us politely, one of them said,
" May 1 ask you what you are waiting for? You
are probably strangers come to honour our¡éte. If
we can be ofany service to you, pray command us."

" We are waiting for our servants, who have hired
a house for us, and have got the key," was our

answer.
" Where is the hou e?" one said.
" We k:now not, except that it 18 near the

Plaza."
"It must be this one," they said, pointing to

one, "if so, you will have an excellent view of the
Fiesta, and if you will wait, we will go and get it

opened for you."
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The two gentlemen accordingly went away in
the direction of the house, but were back again
almost instantly, bringing with them a lady who
welcomed us with aH the graceful courtesy and
kindness peculiar to the old Spanish aristocracy of
this part of the island. She kissed me on both
sides of the face, conducted me to her domicile,
and begged me to feel quite at home, for they
would a11 be delighted to assist me in making my
visit as entertaining as possible. This kind re·
ception was followed up with an offer of the finest
fruits, fiowers, and wines of the island, which were
brought in on a tray. 1 feIt quite at home at once
among pcople disposed to be so kind, and we were
aH becoming uncommonly friendly together, as if
there were no such things as Spanish etiquette 01'

English hauteur in the world. We were also quite
delighted with the house, when at last our tardy
servants arrived, and seeing how we were engaged,
said with dismay :-

"Pero, señora, si esta no es la casa."-" But,
señora, if this is not the house."

This was rather an uncomfortable reflection, and
we were at a loss what to say 01' to do, till we were
reassured by a voice, exclaiming:-

"But, señora, don't go, for the other is much
worse."
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In the meantime, we learned who the two gentle­
men who had been so friendly to us on our arrival
were. The fu t was one of the principal magis­
trates of the island, who, in the exercise of his
u ual authority, was superintending the arrange­
ments that were making for the fe tival which wa
to take place on the morrow, a circumstance which
accounted for the immediate disappearance of the
beggars as soon as he had made his appearance.
The other was a descendant of one of the Spanish
conquerors that took pos e sion of Teneriffe, and
therefore might be considered one of the rzoblesse 01'

aristocracy of the i land. We found them both
extremely obliging, and they expressed their
anxiou de ire to a sist u in making the period of
our ojourn among them as pleasant and entertaining
a po ible. We of cour e profe ed our gratitude
for the offer of their service 1 and aid we ~hould

be happy to avail ourselves of thero when neces ary.
In the meantime we required re t after the fatigue
of our day's journey, during which we had by no
means husbanded our strength. We were happy,
therefore, when we found our~elve alone, delivered
from the presence of stranO'ers, and from the

trammels of etiquette.
ext morning we got up at an early hour, not­

withstanding our exertions of the previous day, fol'

VOL. I. Y
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we were anxious to have a quiet look at the village
and the surrounding country before we should be
disturbed, 01' have our attention distracted by the
festival. We found, on looking about us, that the
villa in which we had taken up our residence was
very antique in appearance. The village itsplf, too,
was a quaint and old-fashioned assemblage of
houses, more remarkable, we should suppose, for
its romantic aspect than for its convenience as a
place of residence, for it was built on the side of a
hill, and its streets appeared to us to be almost
perpendicular. .A. mountain stream was dashing
and bubbling down one of the sides, as we some­
times see in Granada. The houses had, as usual in
Spain, convenient balconies, which were adorned
with fine carving, but genel'ally, with the houses to
which they belonged, were crumbling away through
age, most of them having been built so long ago as
to deserve the epithet of an(;ient. The houses had
their large marble courts, surrounded with colon­
nades, within which grew gronps of clustering
bananas and tbe fragrant orange. The village bore
tbe appearallce of once having been the residence
oí some oí tbe richest oí the aristocracy oí the
island, but everything now looks dilapidated and
deserted. There is an air about the place which
eems to say that it day is gone, and that if it
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till ha anything of which it can be proud, it is
on]y of tbe p 't.

The object oftbe greate"t intere t in the place is tbe
celebrated Dragon Tree of Orotava, which we were
not long in findíng out. There is something grand and
imposing about it appearance as it towers aloft like
sorne ancient mighty giant. The siO'ht of it carnes
one's tboughts back to tho e di tant times when
history becomes merged in fable, of which we say
that there were giants in the earth in those days, this
being one of their memoriaIs in the way of trees.
When one looked upon its old and gnarled branches,
which bave outlasted tbe storrns of centuries, he was
rerninded of those rnythical ages wben the Gods of
Olyrnpu heId fea t in tbe 1 lands of tbe Elest. Tbe
convuIsion~ and tbe bla t of four thou~and year
have expended their rage on that time-honoured
trunk in vain, for tbere it till tands, in all it,

ancient trengtb, a firrnly a it díd in tho e day
when the sleeple s serpent watcbed the golden fruit
in the garuen of the He peride .

The aboriginal Guanches, centuries ago, held it
in great veneration on account of tbe irnmense age
tbat, even in their time, wa ascribed to it by tradi­
tional record. In 1494, wben the victorious
8paniards penetrated into this dí trict, called at
that time by the natives Atanpalata, a name which

y 2
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has since been softened down to Orotava, they
found this gigantic specimen of the Dragon tree
(Dracrena Draco) in perfect preservation, fiourish­
ing with as much vigour and freshness as in the
days of its youth. More than three and a-half
centuries have now elapsed since that period, and
the noble tree, which has outlived so many genera­
tions of human beings that have been merry under
its branches, is still alive and clothed with verdant
foliage. The beautiful garden to which it gives so
great an attraction is the property of the Marquis
of auzal. Still, though the venerable trunk has
victoriously defied so many winds and storms, it
bears marks of the furious attacks that have been
made upon it by the raging elements. Its most
serious wound was infiicted about forty years ago.
At that time the island was devastated by a tremen­
dous tempest, and the ancient tree that had battled
so many a breeze, was very much injured, one half
of it being destroyed. It was thus laid open to the
insidious attacks of the rains of succeeding winters
which, penetrating its hollow trunk, have caused the
fall of many of its finest branches, and now threaten
the final destruction of this venerable relic of by­
gone ages. Baron Humboldt, in the account of his
visit to Teneriffe in 1801, gives a description of
this famous Dragon tree.
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It is no matter of wonder that a imple and art­
le~ raee of people like the Guanches regarded this
ancient tree with a pecie of super'titious awe.
They firmly he1ieved in eertain oracu1ar powers
which tradition had ascrihed to it, a , for instance,
that it a1ways predicts with infallib1e certainty the
kind of weather that may be expected during the
following winter. The oraeles of Greece, in ancient
times, were never frequented by greater numbers of
anxious inqnirers into the future than was tbe
prophetic Dragon tree of Orotava. It was only
necE'ssary to mark on what side of the tree the
b10 oms appeared; and in order to make that
oh ervation, the husbandmen were accu tomed to
come annua11y from a11 parts of the island, and
according to tbe signs, as they under tood them,
they u ed to regulate the time of their sowing, and
the extent of the ground sown witb the different kinds
of grain. Tbey believed tbat the indications given
by the tree were infallib1e, and that an they had to do
was to interpret them correetly. As they thought,
experience and ob ervation had e tablished, by the
soundest Baconian rea oning, that certain appear­
ance were invariahly followed by certain states of
the weather, and it would therefore be folly in them
not to trust what "Was approved by the wisdom and
sanctified by the faith of their ancestors. If, for

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



326 SIXTEEN YEARS OF AN ARTIsr's LIFE IN

instance, it bappened to be tbe soutbern side of tbe
dragon tree tbat bore flowers, tbat was a token
which migbt be perfectly relied on that tbe winds
in the ensuing winter would generally blow from
the same quarter, and tbe season consequently be
a drougbty one. On tbe otber hand, if the nortbern
side of the branches displayed the greatest profu­
sion of blossoms, tbe season would as certainly be
rainy. By tbese indications they were directed
in tbeir agricultural operations. This implicit con­
fidence in tbe prophecy of the DraCTon Tree may not
now have such a firm hold of the minds of the
people as it once bad, although it has not yet by uny
means entirely disappeared; but, a very sbort time
ago, the faith in its predictions was almost univer­
sal, as the crowds wbo flocked to observe its blos­
soming indicated.

By a careful measurement taken in 1843,
the girth of this remarkable tree was ascertained
to be fifty-two feet, Dear the ground; its height
up to the lowermost branches wa sixteen and

a-balf feet, and froro them to the topmost
extremity forty-nine feet more; its complete
beight being sixty-five and a - balf feet. AI­
tbough the Dracam,a Draco, is found in great
numbers in the Canary Islands, it is not considered
to be indigenous either to tbem 01' to the neighbour-
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ina coa t of Africa. The general opinion appears to
be, tbat it is of Ea t Indian origin, and it ha been
a subject of much and frequent di cussion among
naturalists, how it carne to be so abundant in these
remote and solitary islands.
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CHAPTER XVIII.

The Agriculturists oí Orotava- an hidro, the Patroll Saiut­
The Chapel oí an bidro Labrador all Isidro's Wife, anta
Maria di la Cabeza-Processioll and Festival iu Honour of the
Saint-History oí San Isidro's Canonization-.Angels Assist
him iu bis Agricultura! Labours-His Wonderful Miracle­
The _ledicinal Properti oí the tream he had made to Flow
-The Children oí Philip n. cured by it-The aint's In­
ftuence after Death-Isabel la Catolica cured oí an IIln -

tran"'e Taste of a Piops Maid oí Honour-.An "nruly
:\lember ilenced- an bidro's IIonours in Madrid-Bis

nju:;t Jealo",,'Y oí bis ~ aintIy Wife-The Piou:; Occupatioll
oí the Lady-She cro",. . the manar' on her llintilIa­
The elebration oí the F tival-The Pea.'Wltry Repr nted
by Twelve Children-The Lottery íor Young Oxen-The

howy Costumes of the People-The J nit's College-De­
struction oí a :reighbouring ...T unnery by Fire-The Holy i:l­
terhood take Forcible P ion of the College-Indifferent
Character oí the Brotherhood-Tragical Incidents.

TRE village oí Orotava is es entia11y 80'ricultural,
as a11 the iuhabitants are engaged in the cultiva-
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tion of their several plots of ground, sorne larger
and sorne smaller, but tbere is nothing that deserves
the name of trade. The patron saint of Orotava,
San Isidro, is an agricultural saint, and, as before
mentioned, we had arrived on the day preceding tbe
eve, or vespers, of tbe Fiesta de San Isidro.

.A.t the eastern approach to the village, a small
chapel is dedicated to an Isidro Labrador. It
contains a diminutive image of tbe saint, and
another of bis wife, who is also canonized under
tbe name of Santa Maria de la Cabeza. Tbe
festival of the saint is celebrated with great re­
joicing by a11 who follow tbe occupation over which
he tbrows tbe shield of his protection. His image
is carried about in solemn procession; and in order
to indicate his agricultural character, it is preceded
by a yoke of oxen, wbile he bears in one hand an
emblematic goad, and in the other a bundle of ears
of corno His good lady is most elaborately dressed
in antiqlle rustic attire, and carries in one band an
" alcuza," tbe peculiar small tin vessel used in
Spain for holding oil-of the signification of wbich
1 sball bave a few more words to suy anon.

The attraction which these two paltry-dressed
images have for the people is scarcely credible.
They fiock in multitudes from all parts of Teneriffe
to do them honour. We do not, however, suppose
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that it is from motive of devotion that they are
induced to a emble in uch number in honoul' of
the ~aint and his good wife. We rathel' su~pect it i
what we may term, in oppo ition to the devotional
01' eccle ia tical, the profane part of the Fiesta, the
mirth, the dance, and the fea ting, that is the main
motive in drawing so many people together from a
di tunce to participate in the devotions and amu e­
ments that are equally celebrated in the saint'
honour.

The histol'Y of the canonization of this worthy pair
i to the following effect. lidI'o appears to have
fiourished sorne time during the tenth century, and
wa in a very hnmble way of life, being engaged as a
farm labourer 01' agricultural ~ervant at Caravanchel,
near ladrido He was noted fol' hi many virtue ,
but pal'ticularly fol' the great charity which he o
liberally be towed on all that wel'e in poverty 01' uf­
fering. ITe wa al o remarkable for his devoted piety,
being o conscientiou in the dLcharge of his re­
ligiou duties that he never went forth to bis day'
work until he had attended mas , and scrupulously
performed tho e other religious duties of which
tho e destined to be canonized were nevar known to
be forgetful. But, ala, the future saint's very
virtue were turned into grounds of accusation
against him. He must be prepared for the honours
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tllat awaited him by undergoing the . ufferings tbat
made him worthy of tbem. Evil, malicious, and
railinO' tongue' waxed loud in their eager de ire to
injure bis un potted reputation. They repre ented
him to hi ma ter a an idle kuIking fellow, who
u. ed religion only a a cloak with which to conceal
his aver ion to hone t labour. His ma. ter wi eIy
uetermined to inquire into hi conduct him elf,
before giving implicit credence to aH that was said
against him, and the inve tiO'ation which he set
afoot proved in the most ~ati factory way that he
wa no loser by his servant' attention to hi
reIigious duties, for the clearest e,idence was
afforded him that while the aintly ploughman was
at hi morning's devotion , angels came down from
heavcn and dro,e the plough so effectually for him
that he wa' never behind in hi day's work. If
tbe inhabitant of Orotava would only keep thi
circumstance in mind, they might obtain a day'

fe::tival and holiday for the agricultural ange] as
'\Vell a for the aO'ricultural aint.

1. idro' empIoyer in a hort time hall the bappi­
ne of obtainÍDO' till further proof of the anO'elic
favour in which bi labourer wa held. One very
hot day, he was traver ing hi e tate, ob erving
how his men were working, and how his crops were

getting 00, when he wa nearly suffocated with
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thirst, which is no slight affiiction undel' the sum­

mer's sun on the droughty plains of Castile: His
sufi'ering from this cause being quite apparent,
Isidro took pity on him, and moved, probably,
by sorne angelic impulse, proceeded to work a
miracle to relieve him. He struck a particular
spot of ground with a rustic implement which he
held in his hand, and immediately a streamlet of
pure water burst from the earth, and the master
was rejoiced to assuage his thirst at this improvised
fountain. The spring continued to flow ever after­
wards, and experience showed that its waters were
possessed oí wondrous healing and medicinal virtue ,
that it was, in fll.ct, a miraculous stream, all the
virtues of which ought to be attributed to the

pious labourel' who had been the instrument of
making it flow from the parched and arid ground.
Its medicinal properties were not lessened by the
lapse of time; its virtues were preserved unimpaired
for ages; all classes oí the people experienced the
benefit of its healing stream, and it is even believed

that, by the use of it, the children of King Philip

11. were cured of a dangerous illness with which
they had been attacked. Other historians, howevel',
whom we are bound to consider quite as worthy
of credit in a matter of so much importance, deny
that this cure was efi'ected by the waters. Accord-
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ing to their account, the children recovered from
their dangerous illness at the very moment that the
king's mother, the Consort of the Emperor Charles
V. commanded that the remains oí the saint, who
had died in the year 973 in the full odour of sanc­
tity, should be exhumed from their original place
of sepulture, and conveyed to a stately mausoleum
in Madrid. At the same time, in order to perpe­
tuate the memory of the miraculous spring, she
employed workmen to build a chapel, which should
stand as a memorial of the devotion of the saint
and the virtues of the stream which he had made
to fiow from the dry ground.

It must not be supposed that San Isidro was
deprived of his miraculous powers by his death.
Historians, whom we must suppose to be the most
credible in such matters, if we are to judge them
by their own faith in the marvels of saintly bio­
graphy, assure us that he still continued to do
a little business in the world he had left. One of
the stories told-or, we should rather say, one of
the historical statements made regarding him-has
reference to a personage no less important than
Isabel la Catolica. Having been cured of an illness
by the blessed intervention of San Isidro, in testi­
mony of her grateful acknowledgement of the
benefit she had received through his intercession,
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she proceeded to hi tomb to pour out the grateful
feelinO" of her heart in prayer. One of the maid'
of honour, in order to te tify the re pect in wbich
sbe held the saint, thougbt pr0per to ki~ hi feet,
and while doing o, bit off hi second toe to keep a a
relic. Her tongue was forthwith deprived of it'
u. ual power of utterance, and he could not articu­
late a ingle word. Probably, feeling tbat she had
done wrong in taking sucb a liberty with a toe so
sacred, she at once ejected tbe precious mouthful,
and, by a second miracle, mercifully recovered ber
powers of speecb, tbe re tored elasticity of her
tongue enabling her to give utterance to nll her
tboughts and impre ions with even more tban her
pristine fluency.- an 1 idro soon acquired a hiO"b reputation a a
saint. Bis name wa in every mouth; bis miracle
were bnlited abroad; and his canonization wa
altogetber con idered un bonour very worthily
be towed, for to whom could it be regarded a more
ju tly due? Remembering al o tbe condition from
whicb he had prunO", and tbe circumstances of tbe
tir t miracle he had wrougbt, he wa appointed the
patron saint of an hu bandmen. Uut hi reputation
wa more tban a merely provincial one; his name
and bis deed had also reacbed ladrid, and were
held in uch honou!' there, that even tbat capital
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city of the g1'eat Spani h monarchy was placed
under hi peculiar protection, and bis festival i
annually commemorated there likewise with honol1r
that any aint may well appreciate. ÁTotwith-tand·

ing aH thi po thumou. fame, however, and aH the
honou1's thut were so freely lavished on him after
hi deatb, and notwith 'tanding all tho e vÍrtues
that threw around him the odour of uO much anc­
tity, the saint was not exempted from tbose domes­
tic grievances and trouble which have often be et
so many better, 01', we should ruther say, worse

men than himself, for wicked gos ip telIs us that
he was not quite happy with his wife. he was an
exceedincrly vÍrtuou and di creet young \Voman, a
we are as ured on tbe very be.~t authority, hut
somehow, notwith tanding aH he1' good qualitie ,
and tbe mutual love that undoubtedly exi ted
between them, the green-eyed mon ter that made
the Áloor of Venice o mi erable also disturbed the
sleep of the pani h saint. The truth appears to
be, bi wife was young, buxom, and beautiful, for
saint are quite as usceptible a other men to aH
the tender infiuence , and he could not help notic­
ing that, after nigbtfall, he was in the constant
babit of leaving his house, going out alone, in great
silence and with many precautions, and returning,
after the lap e of sorne time, in an equalIy mysteri-
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ous manner. Not being able to endure the tortur­
ing agitation that thi di covery cau..,ed him, and
anxious either to confirm or to di mi s a uspicion
that wa so derogatory to hi wife'g fair name, he
took the precaution that other men usually take in
similar cases, and which wa al o taken by Othello,
that universal type of all jealou men; he had all
the movements of his wife observed, the only differ­
ence being, that he undertook the painful duty him­
self, being too anxious to di cover the truth, to
entru t it to another. Such a cour e may not be
considered quite becoming in a saint of his quality;
but imagining ourselves in hi circumstances, the
saintship of course excluded, we mu t make all due
allowance for him, considering that aman can't very
well be jealou and attentive to all the punctilios of
etiquette at the same time.

On a certain night in particular, he happened to
be awake just as he wa tealing out in secrecy
and silence, and the opportunity being as favour­
able as he could desire for bis purpose, he went
out after her. Dark a it was, he observed that
she carried in her hand the" alcuza" of oil which
was reserved for household use. He followed her
until she reached the banks of the lanzanares,
where he was astonished beyond all expression at see­
ing her take the Spanish mantilla which hung sus-
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pended over her head, and, preadinO' it on the
water, eat herelf therein. The mantilla fioated
like a boat, and conveyed her gently and moothly
o,er to the other ide of the river ; '*' a feat for which
he wa afterwards canonized in pain, but would

certainly have been carbonized in EnO'land at the
period he performed it. On landing on the
oppo..:ite bank, she proceeded to the shrine of au
adjacent place of wor hip, and having repleni hed
with oil from her alcuza the lamp that was
attached to it, and then saying her prayers, like a
good Catholic a she wa , she returned home in the
ame manner as that in which she had come. She

wa met on the way by her saintly hu band, who
wa now thoroughly a hamed of himself, and who
acknowledged his weakne s, at the same time
a king her forgiveness, and promising most faith­
flllly never aCTall to entertain any doubt of her
integrity, although she continued, as before, to pay
her nocturnal vkits to the other side of the water.
The remainder of their life wa fortunately pas ed
in uch happine s and mutual confidence as became
their character. The good woman enjoyed perfect
liberty to supply all the lamp before church

• The Aanzanar is occasionally so dry in the summer season
that the worthy inhabitants oí ~bdrid regularly water the bed oí
the river during the dog days.

VOL.!. z
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shrines in the capital if she feIt so inelined, and
their reputation became so high, and spread so far,
that it even reached the Pope in t. Peter's chair,
who gave the necessary directions that their
names should be inscribed as saints in the calendars
of the Romish Church.

San Isidro's day properly falls on the 15th of
May ; but as the Feast of Pentecost happens in the
same month, an arrangement is made by which
it is celebrated during the Whitstmtide holidays.
This change is made with the considerate intention
of not depriving the labouring population too fre­
quently of the pittance they are able to acquire
by their toil. Besides, the festival is thus made
to take place at a season of the year when the
beneficent results of agricultural toil are probably
seen to the greatest advantage. The husbandman
is thus also more forcibly reminded of the intercession
which, as he is taught to believe, his patron saint
is constantly using on bis behalf, for by this season
of the year many of bis most important agricul.
tural operations have been brought to a succes fuI
termination ; the crops ofbarley and rye are already
partly housed; those of wheat and maize are fast
advancing towards maturity; their fruit trees wiII
soon be ready to part with their ripe produce, and
the generous frnit of the vine to be gathered for the
vintage.
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Thi is the very time, too, to behold the valley
of Orota,a in all it~ unrivalled beauty. The
atmo phere is unclouded, the air is genial, and
the rich perfumes of the nearly matured fruits
and fiower are diffused abroad. The houses, the
tree, the balconies, are covered with garlands of
fiower, of unrival1ed beauty and brilliancy of
colour. The sight is so encbanting that 1 could
almo t imagine myself in some happy valley, where
the ill and sorrows of mankind can never intrude.
Then there are the numerous flocks of birds, mostly
strange to me, circling in tbe nir overhead, their
brilliant plumage glancing o l>rightly in the SUD,

and some of them, the canarie, the goldfinches,
and the weet capirotes pouring forth from morning
till du k their joyous and melodiou note, the
pure t incen e that can a cend to heaven. One
cannot but feel that he mu t fail in de cribing snch
a cene; but he would linger in it for ever,
anxiously wi hing that no untimely fro t mayever
jlence the rich note of the-e happy song terso

On Whit un-e,e, tben, at the Vespers of our
aint's day, aH the gentry of the valley appear to

take their part both in the ~acred and secular
celebration of the occa ion. The rejoicings begin
at Orota,u, where palm-branche, pine, and laurel
trees, are planted all the \Vay from the Hermitage

z2
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of n.n 1 idro to the entrance of the town, while
garland' of fiower~ are wreathed, amid t brilliantly
lighted ln.nterns, aronnd numerou poles, each of
which is urmounted by a fiuttering banner. The
whole e tent of the Plaza is decked out in a ~imilar

manner. At the end of a splendid avenue of
flower, and light, and banner, an immen~e

triumphal arch, formed of hrigbt coloured c10th
extended over a framework of wood, terminates tbe
view. .A.t nigbt, when the whole is brilliantly
illuminated, the appearance is really magnificent.

The streets also present un aspect of unusual
animation, being lined with tent and stalls for tbe
sale of weetmeats, ices, and liquenr. Every avail­
able artic1e that can add to the éclat of the occasion
ha been called into requi ition. AH tho e tempt­
inO' cake, on which children o eaCTerIy fix tbeir
eye, and particularly the turon of the i land, are
distributed for ale in tent , and on ta11s along the
footway, the dealer proc1aimin O' vociferously the e ­
cellent qualities of the various artic1es of which
they dispo e. They are generalIy surrounded by
a numerou and n.ttentive auditory, the crowd
being composed partIy of country people, who huye
come into town in their brighte t holiday dres e ,
with the determination of enjoyin O' them elves,
partIy of nur emaids and their littIe charge , who. e
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appetites are ofthe mo t accommodating description,
and the remainder the u ual misce11aneous as em­
blage that i co11ected together on uch festive
occa ions.

.Amid the houting and yelling of the crowd may
be heard the ound of the tambourine and the
music of the guitar. Tumbers are singing, 01', we
hould rather say, bawling out with the loudest and

hoarsest of voices their favourite songs, to wmch
they keep time by striking together two pieces
of ho11ow cane. ome of the airs to which these
ong~ are sung are very ancient, having been

adapted to pani h words by the first European
settIers after the conquest of the isIand. .As sung
by the untutored voices of the pea'antry, they till
exhibit much of the impIe and barbarous character
of their Guanche origino When, in some 10ne1y
country district, one hear them ung in the silence
of the nirrht, he could almo t imagine that one of
the original inhabitants of the isIand had returned
to olace him:elf with it ancient airs amid the
cene wmch were once familiar to mm.

A. nirrht draw on, the multitude of p1easure-
eekcr , in tead of dimini hing, increa e , and "aH

the \VorId," mgh and low, may be said to be in the
street'. The commotion is u ua11y very great, for
a11 are ha tening to some favourite centre of attrac-

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9



342 SIXTEEX YEARS OF AN ARTlST'S LIFE 1.

tion. The greatest number, perhap, assemble
around the two grim giants which are paraded
through the streets in the midst of great sbouting
anu enthusiasm. These Brobdignagian figures are
about fifteen feet high, constructed of wicker-work,
their movements originated and directed by men
placed in their interior. In order to exhibit their
immense size to tbe greater advantage, they are
attended by two dwarfs dressed in antique garb,
who are led along by their side.

Perhaps the most intere'ting sight of a11 is that
of the four little children, allegorically dres ed a
the seasons, who are carried round the town in
a triumphal car, splendidly gilt, and profusely
adorned with flowers. At certain places where
stoppages are made in the principal streets, they
stand up before the multitude of applauding li teners
and recite verses suited to tbe occasion. The se­
cular part of the festival concludes with a display
of fircworks, which, notwithstanding the limited
uature of tbe means at their command, is regardeu
with as much unalloyed satisfaction as if the
grande t spectacles that London 01' Paris could
exhibit had been presented to their admiring gaze.

On the fo11owing morning, Whit unday, the
religious portion of the Fiesta i celebrated. The
assembled clergy of tbe town, the autborities,
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attended by a detachment of militia, and preceded
by band of mujc, ull the gentry of the district,
and numbers of visitor froID the different island ,
go in olemn proce ion from the uppre.::sed ~lona ­
tery of t. Augu tine to the little chapel before
spoken of, and from thence bring the images of

an 1 idro and his wife with great solemnity. All
thc individuals who take part in the proces ion are
in their gala-dresses, and accompanied by a great
mob, whose demeanour is at once respectful and
enthu ia tic, They proceed by a long and devious
route, now up and now down the exceedingly
steep treet of the little town, their destination
beíng the hurch of Sto .Augu tine, from which they
at !ir t set out.

Having reached that acred building, the ~tatue

oí the saint and hi wife are olemnly placed in the
niches appropriated to them. High "Iass is then
said; acred music is ung; and an eloquent
sermon preached in eulogy of the venerated an
1 idro. 1rhen the congregation is dismis ed, the
proce ion is again formed, and, amid the heart­
rou ing strain of martinl music, the images are
re-conducted to their usual domicile, where they
are allowed to remain until the revolution oí another
year again brings thero forth to receive the honours
so lavishly paid them by the superstitious multitude.
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By this time the day is aIready far advanced;
and as tbere is still 3n import3nt ceremony to
be celebrated before the festival is concluded, the
people consider it necessary to prepare themselves
for it by burrying home in order to de patch a
hasty dinner. That finí hed, they once more
proceed in crowds to the Plaza, and observe with
great delight tbe proceedings by which the occasion
is wound up. Twelve young children, six of each
sex, aH belonging to some of the principal
families of tbe island, are dre ed, as suíts the
nature of the fe tivities, in the costume of the
native peasantry, the more indigent individual of
whom are not forgotten on an occa ion that is
celebrated by all with so much joyo A lottery for
a yoke of strong young oxen is set a-going, a gratui­
tous chance of winning the valuable prize being
given to those who are not in circumstances to
purcha e a ticket for themselves. The happy
winner of course imputes the success of the event
that inspire him with so much joy to tbe great
patron, an 1 idro, who is thanked as gratefully
and sincerely a if he had appeared in person and
bestowed tbe gift with his own hands. The allot­
ment of the prize to the winner i the signal for a
di charge of rockets, and the flight of one or two
balloons, whose progre s in the upper regions of
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the air i marked with great intere t as long as
they remain in ight. In the next place a beau­
tiful rnilk-white lamb, which ha been fattened for
tbe occa ion, and which is produced adorned with
ribbon and flowers of every colour, it soft wool
also being curled into ringlets, i brought forward
to be raffied for by the twelve little representatives
of the peasantry, who are afterwards dismissed to
their everal hornes as happy and pIea ed as a most
abundant supply of sweetmeats can make them.
The hort rernainder of the day is spent by the
grown-up people in promenading about. 1 was
quite a toni hed at the luxury of dre s which was
displayed by many of the ladies in so quiet and
secluded a valley; and a' they mingled freely with
the pea antry in their 'howy co turne , a very fine
e1fect was produced. Gradually, as the nigbt
wore on, the multitude began to disperse; an tbe
nece ary preparations were made for their depar­
ture; and oon the brilliant lights of the pitch
pine-torche showed that they were slowly wending
their way to their mouutain homes in various
part of tbe neighbourbood, and tbroughout the
i land.

There i sometbing extremely pleasing in these
fe tivals in continental countrie and in the colonies
which belong to thern. The orderly demeanour of
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the crowd a sembled, the delight which they evi­
dently take in alI the fe tivitie, and the perfect
faith' with which tbey seem to regard the religiou
part of the proceediDg~, are circum tances wbich
one invariably ob e1'ves with the greate t delight.
The number of ehildren al o ",ho generaliy take
part in the proce ions, mth their white dre ses and
their gay fluttering riband, give a fre hnes and
simplicity to the fe tivals to which, 1 am sor1'Y
to say, we are altogether unaeeustomed in EngIand.
As 1 bave before had oeca ion to remark, it is by
no mean tbe least advantage of these frequent
holidays tbat the wo1'king-cla e are enabled to
enjoy o many oecasional season of rest from their
daily Iabour, all cla es of society at the same time
mingling togetber on a footing of perfect equality,
and alI apparentIy dispo ed to enjoy the pIea ure
of the da to the utmo t in their power. EngIand
once allowed similar oeea ions of rejoicing to the
muItitude; and while it bas undoubtedly been for
her advantage that she has got rid of the y tem to
which they more immediately owe their origin, it i
certainIy to be Iamented tbat some sub titute ha
not been found by whieh her labouring clas e
might occasionally bave an opportunity of reIaxing
their ove1'strained energie in the enjoyment of more
frequent holidays, in which tbey might find many
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sources of plea ure without having recourse to the
baileful exciternent of intoxicating drinks.

As 1 have already ob erved, there is a ruinous
appearance about this old village in which 1 had
taken up rny residence for a time. :Many of the
houses seern to be crumbling almost into pieces.
There are churches and convent, all of which
wear the garb of age, and in their structure
and their ornaments speak of a bygonc day.
The houses and the convents all have their
gardens, and the e1fect produced by the
rningling of the trees, flowers, and verdure with
the old hou es is rernarkably interesting.
Here the orange tree is bloorning in all its
beauty; there are groups of spreading bananas
and stately paIros. The fuschia, the geraniurn,
and the heliotrope are rnatted and tangled
about the balconies, while various other flowers
grow up in wonderful luxuriance in all directions,
overleap garden walls, and spread even to the
street, over which they diffuse their rich and
rningled perfurne~.

There are several very fine churches and a
Jesuit's college, the gateway of which is a very
beautiful piece of workmanship. According to
the historic records of the island, the Jesuits carne
to Teneri1fe in the year 1660, when sorne rnernbers
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of the society lallded as missionaríes. Their
college, however, was not erected till sorne time
afterwards. In the yeal' 1679, one of their more
distínguished members, Father Luís de Allchieta,
obtained great infiuence over a certain Dr. Juan de
LIarena, and prevailed so far with him that he
induced him to beqlleath his entire property for
the purpose of buildíng this college. According to
the more popular version, however, he is said to
have left a will by which he gave directions that
the property should be disposed of after his death.
However that may be, it is cel'tain that with the
aboye sum, and with the aid of other donations
made by individuals who were fa.ourable to such a
scheme, the building was commenced in the time of
Charles 11. of pain, under the licence of that
prince. This was in 1696; but the edifice was
never completed. The part that was finished,
however, was devoted to the purpose fol' which it
was illtended, and the small brotherhood, consi t­
ing only of four illdivíduals, took up their resídence
in the apartments intended for their use.

Devoting them elves to the education of the
young, whom it has evel' been the policy of their
order to draw wíthin the sphere of their infiuenüe,
they almost immediately opened a Grammar chool.
The numbel' of pupils whom they had undel' theil'
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eare was ixty 01' eventy. They also had a
higher cour e for more advaneed tudent, to
whom they regularly delivered a serie of theolo­
gical and philological lecture. These J e uits
eontinued to re ide here, di charging these
useful duties till the year 1715, when they were
unexpectedly compelled to eek a new re i·
denee.

The circumstances attending their removal from
the building which had furnished them with a
refuge for o long a period aiford a curious illus­
tration of the manners of the time, at least in
the e remote islands, wherc, it may be, things
were done that even then would not have been
iA)lerated within the circle of any European society.
The J e uit brothers were actually ejected vi et
armís by a holy isterhood of nuns who were
ettled in their vicinity. The nunnery had the

misfortune to be de troyed by fue, and the
religieuses, eeing themselve without a home, and
not being di po ed either to trust to charity 01' to
encamp in the open air, even in that climate,
looked with an air of envy on the trong walls and
well-provided e tablishment of the four Jesuit
brother.. .<ln evil thought entered into their
mind ; they took conn el together, and spéedily
came to the determination that as the pOOl'
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brothers were so few in number, and otherwise
quite unprotected, they would pounce down upon
them, wicked si ter, like the wolf on the fold,
and thus provide themselves, without much
trouble, with ahorne where they might eat good
dinners and perform their religious duties in
cornfort. They accordingly proceeded in a body
to the college, and made such a vigorous attack
upon it that the feeble band of Jesuits was com­
pelled to give way, and to seek for quarters
elsewhere. The belligerent nuns retained po­
ses ion of their conquest for a period of two years,
when it was again given up to the Jesuit, who
gladly returned to their old domicile. They were
no sooner settled in it than they again commenced
the work of building, with the view of extending
it to the proportions that had been originally
designed. 1t was also intended that a church
should be attached to the college, but, while it
remained unbuilt, divine service was performed in
a small oratory belonging to the establishment.

But little progress had been made in the work
of building, which they had recommenced with
sorne vigour, when an event occurred that bafHed
ull their schemes. This was the general sup­
pre sion of the brotherhood. The feeling again t
the order of J esuits had gained ground during the
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Ia~t century, had made it elf feIt even in high
place, and the decree that carried forth the
sentence of their di olution wa followed by the
banLhment of many of the members of the body.
Of cour e this event put a final top to the work,
und the four religieux had again to bid fare·
well to the wall they had rai ed. The edifice ha
since that time been employed for various public
purpo e. It has been succes ively u~ed as a
di trict gaol, as a school-hou e, and more recently
as a place of deposit for the municipal records,
together with the official registers of tributes 01'

quit rent, payable on numerous private e tates,
and of mortgage on property. On the Znd of
J une 1 41, the greater part of the building,
together with the obnoxious archive which it con­
tained, was de troyed by fue.

Tone of the Je lÚts belonging to this college
ever ro e to any eminence, nor has it been
remarked that any of them were di tingni hed by
the talent which have been attributed to the
order in general. There is rea~on to fear, how­
ever, that, small as their body was, they had,
during the period of their exi tence in the island,
acquired a di tinction that was not quite consistent
with their name and profe ion, and many stories
were circuIated, tending to hew tbat their charac-
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ter wa not quite immaculate. It i aid tbat tbeir
fu t venerable rector, Fatber Andrade, a Portu­
gue e by birth, had hi face crueJIy sla hed with a
knife by a lady of Orotava. Tbe cause of thi act
wa not di covered; but hy the party who favoured
the Je uit , tbe bIame of it was made to re t on her

ho bad been the ailanto The public, however,
took a different view of the matter, and found an
expIanation oí the di reputable afI'air in the mis­
conduct of the Je uit. They had unfortunately
other in tance of a total disregard of moral recti­
tude, on the part of the e venerable fathers, to
confirm them in this belief. One of them wa
tabbed to death by an injured hu band, who had

di covered him in an intrigue with bis wife, whom
the holy brother had educed from the path of
rectitude, the narrowne of which tbe sacred order
did not alway find quite convenient.

E.·D OF VOL. 1.

B. BOIl PIlI.'IEa, GLO T R TRBIIT. B&GE. T PARI[.

©
 D

el
 d

oc
um

en
to

, l
os

 a
ut

or
es

. D
ig

ita
liz

ac
ió

n 
re

al
iz

ad
a 

po
r U

LP
G

C
. B

ib
lio

te
ca

 U
ni

ve
rs

ita
ria

, 2
00

9


	INDEX
	CHAPTER I.
	CHAPTER II.
	CHAPTER III.
	CHAPTER IV.
	CHAPTER V.
	CHAPTER VI.
	CHAPTER VII.
	CHAPTER VIII.
	CHAPTER IX.
	CHAPTER X.
	CHAPTER XI.
	CHAPTER XII.
	CHAPTER XIII.
	CHAPTER XIV.
	CHAPTER XV.
	CHAPTER XVI.
	CHAPTER XVII.
	CHAPTER XVIII.



