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INTRODUcnON

After thishe sha/l (urn hisface unto the bIes-Daniel xi 18

Madeira and the Canaey IsJands are among the most attractive
holiday resorts in the world. They have becn known to British
travellers as health resorts for more than a century, but their
farne is todaY rather as de1ightful AUantic Islands in which,
amid mild and sunny weather, one may escape the rigours of
the European winter, or in which one mayenjoy an outstanding
holiday at auy time of the ycar.

The facts are that normally visitors to Madeira or the Canary
Islands will find long hours of sunshine, sparkllng blue seas
wanned by the Gulf Stream, and aclimate never very hot nor
very caldo They will find rnagnificent mountain and coastal
scenery 00 a scale that seems incredible in sueh comparatively
small island!, with ex<:elIent roads offering a wide variety of
excursions into the interior. There are fine hotels, bright
f10wers and sub-tropicaJ fruits, and a courteous, friendly pcopJe,
whether Portuguese oc Spanish, with interesting local customs.

This book is designed to tell the visitor what he will want to
icnow, and has becn compiJed by the writer in many visits to
the Islands and with the help of British residents and of
Portuguese and Spanish friends.

Readers will appreciate that fares, tariffs, ele" where quoted
are subject to alteration,

Suggestions for improvement in future editions or for eliminat.
iog ClrOI'S will be mueh appreciated by the Author, who may be
addressed e/o The UDion-Castle Company, Ltd" 4, St, Maey
Axe, London, E.C.3, or at P,O. Box 7, Cape Town.

Landon

Januory, 1963.



MADEIRA
1should think Ihe situalion 01 Madeira lhe mosl enYiableon the whole earth. 11 ensures almost every European
comfort loge/her wilh O/mosl every rropicalluxury. The
seasons are tha yau/h, maturity and old oge 01 a never
ending still beginning spring.

Since H. N. Coleridge wrote these lines after his visit to
Macleira in 1825, many writers have described the charro of
Madeira; its mountains and scenery; its sparkling blue seas and
generous sunshine; its wealth oC brilliant f1.owers and lusdous
fruil; and its happy, gaod-nature<! people. Added lo all this is
the attraction oC ao ocean vayage to and from the Island,
comfortable hotels, good roed and wil1ing service-surely almost
everything Ihat goes to make a holiday both delightful and
memorable.

Geographical. Madeira is a Portuguese ¡sland ¡yíog in the
Atlantic Ocean, sorne 340 miles from the roasl of Moroceo in
North Africa. Distances in sea miles are: Southarnpton, 1,331
m.; Lisbon 535 m.; Azores. 480 m.; and Cape Town, 4,677 m.

Madeira is the largest and only important island in a small
group of eight. The others, which will be mentioned laler, are
Porto santo, the Desertas (3) and the Salvages (3).

Madeira at its greatest length and width is 35-!- statute miles by
13!- miles, and has an area oC about 240 square miles. The
population is estimated at 300,000. It is of volcanic origin,
more or less oval in shape, and consists Cor the most part oC a
ridge oC mowuains running cast and west, with its highest point
at Pico Ruivo, 6,104 ft. The island is deft by many great
ravines running down from the mounlains, and fishing viUages
are usually Cound where these reach the sea.

While the coast lands generally are closely settJed, with every
available piece oC land under cultivation, much oC the interior
oCtbe island is wild and rugged with magnificent mountain scenery.

The coastJine ronsists mostly oC rocky cliffs or large boulders
and except for a small cove at Prainha there are practically no
sandy beaches.



Funchal the port, capital and seat of Government, with about
100,000 inhabitants, is the only large oc important town in
Madeira.

The principal villages are camara de Lobos, Machico, Santa
Cruz and Ribeira Brava.

CUmate. Madeira's equable climate is large1y due lo the warm
Gulf Stream which envelopes its shores, and tends to keep the
temperature constant, so that there is relatively little variation
between summer and winter. The climate naturally varies with
the altitude, but at the coast it is mild and warm, averaging
17"F. higher than London. The heat is rarely oppressive, and
the Island has long been famous with those who have sought
to escape the English winter.

The rainfall in Funcha! is about 22 inehes ayear; it faUs on an
average of 48 days in heavy showers of short duration, with
bright intervals between. March has the heaviest faU with over
4 in.: April has just over 1 in.: and from May to September
it is mOing, with practically none at aU in July and August.
Between October and February rain fa1ls on from five to seven
days in each month, with a monthly average ranging from about
2iin. to 31 in.

The avera¡e temperature is Dec. to April 60° to 7DoP.; July
to Sept. 700 to 75°P.; Oct. to Dec. 65° to 7DoP. Mean relative
humidity (saturation-lOO) is 65'3, and the monthly average
varies by onIy about one point above or below that figure.

During June and JuIy tbere are occasional days when heavy
cIouds bank on the mountains aboye Funchal, and the weather
may become somewhat oppressive. lt is, howevec, during the
summer months that expeditions into the interior may best be
made.

Tbe prevailiog wind is from the nortb-east, and the atmosphere
is remarkably free from dust. On rare occasions, during the
summer months, a hot dry wind known as the leste bIows across
from the African desert, and may last one, three or five days.

The Winter Season, when visitors are most numerous in
Madeira, extends from December to April, and tbe coolest
months are January, February and March.

Tbe most congeniaI climatic conditions are to be found in
Punchal, which lies in a sheltered valley facing south, completely
proteeted from the north wind.



The seawater temperature ranges Crom 6O"P. to 70oP, being
at its highest about September and lowest in March.
Flora. Flowers bloom in profusion throughout the year.
Bougainvillea in rnany oolours is perhaps the most striking
feature of Madeira gardens, with most varieties in full flower
from early summer. Wistaria blossoms from March to May;
the Jacaranda from April to June; and the Magnolia Grandi·
flora is covered with huge white aromatic blooms from April to
September. The blue Hydrangea, scen everywhere In the Island,
flowers in July and retains its colour fae into the autumn.

There are several varieties oC orchid and a great variety of
80wcring bushes and trees-ca.mellia, flamboyant, hibiscus,
pride of Madeira, Indian crepe, ele. The beautiful night­
flowering Cereus (Queeo oC the Night) flowers between July
and September.

The Public Gardens, near the centreoCthe city, contaio a large
variety of plants aod trees. Among the native trees found in
Madeira are the Ti! (a species oC laurel found only in Madeira
and the Gananes), the Dragon Tree, Madeira Laurel and the
Lily-of.the-Valley Tree; specimens oC the first three oC these
are to be seen in the Public Gardens.

Good collections of trees and plants are also to be seen in the
British Country Club aod Casino Grounds and in the gardens of
sorne oC the hotels.

At the Quinta Reid-Bom Sucesso, formerly a private resi­
dence and now a Government botanical garden, are Madeira
trces, plaots, etc., also imported varieties, a11 properly labelled.
This is situated on the cast side of Madeira at about 1,000 ft.
and may be reached by taxi from the Pier in ten minutes.
Admission free.

In the older part of Punchal the gardens of private houses
are usuaIly ooncealed and the opening oC a docr io a bigh
blank wall oCten reveals a charming old garden with brigbt
flowers, and shady paths.

Mest oC the native plaots are related to those found in south­
west Europe, the Caoaries and the Azores, but about a hundred,
including three tree fems, are fouod nowhere elsc.

The Giant Deserta Carrot, which resembles a smaU tree fern,
grows 00 Descrta Grande and is not fouod anywhere else io the
world.



Vegetation ranges from sub-tropical at the coast lo sub-alpine
on the peaks. Terraced cultivation is carried out up to almost
2,000 fee!. Por reference works see Bibliography.
Fauna. Apart from bats and seals, there are no mammals in
Madeira other than those which have been introduced. There
are a few rabbits, and wild goats are found 00 the neighbouring
islands, the.Desertas.

Over 200 varieties of birds have becn co11ected, of which 36
breed 00 the Island. One hundred and fifty.seven varieties are
migratory. mostly froro the Africao coast. The long·toed wood
pigeon is found only in Madeira. A goad collection of local
birds may be seen in the Museum.

Reptiles are limited lo one variety of lizard (LAcena Dugesii),
which is very numerous in sunny gardens.

Insects are a11 harmless, but in the surnmer there are mosquitos
and neis are sometimes used. There is no malaria.

Fish are found in great variety. and are mentioned on page 12.
Fruit, much of which is sub-tropical, is abundant throughout
the year. Cherries and Apricots ripen between May and June ;
Pawpaws and Figs from June 10 October; Granadillas, Grapes
and Melons froro August to October; Avocado Pears, Mangoes
a[ld Guavas froro September to December; Apples, Custard
Apples and Pears from October to March; Oranges, Grape
Fruit and Tangeri[les froro November 10 January ; Loquats from
January to June; Strawberries from March to August; and
Bananas all the year round.

Bananas grow well at low altitudes and large quantities are
exported. The delicately flavoured silver banana is however not
suitable for export. Other agricultural exports are onions,
potatoes and canned butter. A little wheat and maize are grown
for local consumption but the bulk of the island's requirements
are imported.

TIte Levadas of Madeira are a syslem of some hundreds of miles
of artificial watercourses, sorne of thero very old, which carry
water from the interior to many parts oC the IsJand. They run
for miles on ledges cut into the side oC precipitous mountains
and gorges, and sometirnes pass through tunnels. The vegetation
along these levadas is very luxuriant, often including masses of
blue hydrangeas; and the narrow paths which run beside the
water-courses open up rnagnificent and otherwise inaccessible
scenery to the steady.nerved pedestrian. The network of old



levadas has been supplemented to meet the requirements or
a small hydro-electric scheme which provides additional irriga­
tion facilities as well as electric power. EJectric Iight has been
introduced in most of the vilJages.

Further hydro-electric developments are in progress by which
water from the S. Jorge and Boaventura districts on the norlh
of the island will be brolJght to the south by means of long
tunnels piercing the central massif and debouching at Monte,
The water will be used to irrigate the east of the istand,
Language. The language oC the inhabitants is Portuguese.
English is understood at all the hotels, at most oC the shops in
Funchal and by many oC the taxi drivers, so that language
presents litde difficulty to the English visitor. Outside Funcha!,
English is not usually understood.
The Inhabltants oC Madeira. The people oC Madeira are the
descendants oC the discoverers and colonists who originally
carne from Portugal, many of them members oC noble Camilies.
Among the peasants, however, there are orten traces oC Moorish
blood due to the introduction oC slaves. They are simple,
eourteous and kindJy people whose lives centre round their
churches-nearly aH are oC the Roman Catholic faith-and the
great occasions of tbe year for them are the Festas held in
honour of Saints' Days.

These Festas are interesting to visitors, and are held at
churches in various parts of the bland, mostJy in summer
months, and particularly in June and August. They ofien
continue over two days, and are announced in tbe local news­
papers. Though primarily oC a religious character the Festas
include, besides the decoration of the church with both flowers
and iIIuminations, one or more bands, singiog, dancing, Ceasting
and fireworks. Stalls are erected for tbe sale oC calces. sweets,
meat and wine,

The fondness oC tbe Madeira people for noisy fireworks is
quite remarkable, and vast numbers of rockets are set off at
any time oftbe day from the localitieswhere the Festas take place.
A firework faetory is established to the eallt of Funchal.

There is little comfort in the peasants' houses, and their foad
consists largely of maize porridge. sweet patatoes and occasional
fish. witb meat (usually park) only on special occasions.

National dress is practically confined to tbe 110wer and curio
sellers in Funchal; but the tbick brownwoollen cap with ear-flaps



is widely worn in tbe country by men, and the half-boots with
yellow calf·skin tops (botas) are frequently seen. Black is much
favoured for clothes.

Picturesque Madeira folk dances are arranged occasionally
in tbe hoteh and elsewhere. Tbe best known dancers come
from tbe village oC Carnacha.

Local music is generally cheétfully boisterous and rhythmical,
and the Portuguese folksong known as !he .. fado", usually a
story of blighted love and misfortune, is not orten heard in
Madeira except perhaps in the night clubs.

Tbo machete, a musical instrument resembling a ukule1e, is
peculiar te Madeira. The Brinco (brinquinho) is a conlrivance
sbaped like a small Chrislmas tree on which are fastened dolls
dressed Iike the dancers. A sliding attachment causes !he dolls
to koep time with the dancers and castinettes on their backs
contribute te the music.

There is considerable emigration from Madeira to Brazil,
Venezuela, South Arrica, and other places, bUI il is the am­
bition of most of the emigrants to return to the Island and
acquire a tittlo property for themse1ves.

Real Estate in Madeira. There are no estate agents in Madeira
and property traosactions mmt be negotiated direct with
the owner or his representative. The help or a Portuguese
lawyerwould be nceded in connection wilh!he transfer tax (8%)
and registration. Land around Funchal is very costly, as much
as frcm LS,OOO to :E25,000 por acre. A eoHage on a small plot
oC land might cost :E5,000, bul tbe greatest care should be taken
in checking drains, water, electricity, telephone connections,
etc., before cornmitting oneself. Indeed a substantial preliminaIy
stay in the Island would be advisablo before considering the
purchase of property. Building costs are also very high, rrom
about :E4,OOO Cor a small bungalow, and tbe assistance oC a
Portuguese architect would be necessary.

Govemment. Madeira is rogarded as part oC the mainland oC
Portugal and has three Deputies elected to tbe National Assembly.

The Civil Governor, who ranks as a Minister oC State, controls
a1l civil matters; and tbe Military Govemor deah with matters
relating te the garrison.

Botb Governors have separate establishments and offices in
the Palacio de Sao Loureoc;o.



The Junta Oeral is the principal administrative body, and the
equivalent of a local County Council. Oovernment generally
foIJows the same principies as in Portugal. Each District
(Concelho), of which there are eleven, has its own Municipal
Cauncil. They are-with late8t available population figures
(Dec. 1930) :-Funchal (93,765); Clmara de Lobos (27,388);
Santa Cruz (27,368); Calheta (23,570); Machico (21,956);
Ribeira Brava (20,500); Santltoa (15,663); Ponta do Sol
(15,270); Sio Vicente (12,383); Porto Moniz (6,382); Porto
Santo (2,934). Total population at July, 1962, about 300,000.

Historiad.
1344 Machin Legend (see Index).
1418 Porto Santo discovered.
1419 Joio Goncalves Zarco, Portuguese navigator, discovered

Madeira (uninhabited and covered with forcsts).

c. 1460 Vine introduced from Ctete.
1566 Three French vessels under De Montiuc ravaged Funchal.
1582 Portugal, and wilb it Madeira, passed inlo Spanish hands.
1640 Madeira evacuated by Spain.

1660 Marriage of Charles II of England with Catherine of
Braganza, when special privile~ were given to English
settlers in Madeira.

c. 1660-1835 British Factory established al Madeifll.
1175 Slave traffic prohibited.

:~~~¡} Madeira garrisoned by British troop¡.

1834 Monasteries (4) and nunneries (3) suppressed. Monks
ejected but OUDS allowed to die out.

1874 Telegraphic communication established with Europe.
1902 Madeira granted. self-government by Royal Decree.
1910 Portugal, and Madeira with it, became a Republic.
1916 and 1917 Funchal bombarded by German submarines.
In 1931 political malcontents stirred up trouble with the result

that lbe !stand revolted against !he Lisbon Government
for one month at the end of which the revolution was
"",hod.

1943 2,000 Inhabitants ofGibraltar eYaCuated to Madeira.



Madeira Wjncs. Vines were introduced inlo Madcira from
Cyprus and Crete within a few years oC the discovery of the
Island in 1418. The wine had a European reputation by the
middJe of the 17th century and is referred to by Shakespeare
in Hellry IV; but the industry suffered a heavy set-back from
1580--1640 when Portugal and Madeira fell under the domination
ofSpain.

In 1665 Charles 11 of EngIand prohibited the export of any
soods to the West Indies and America unless they were shipped
from an English Pon in an English vessel, but he made an
Important exception in favour of the wiues of Madeira and the
Azores. This enabled the Madeira wine merehants to seU to
ships calling at the Island, and the trade enjoyed considerable
prosperity during the 18th century. In consequence the wine
became well Imown in America and in the East and West Indies.
Incidentally some of the British firms of wine merehants date
back to before 1750.

The temporary occupation of the Island by British troops in
1807-1814 loo to li great increase in the wine's popularity in
England. which continued unti11852. In that year the vineyards
oC the Island were almost destroyed by Oidillm Tuckerií. a
fungus bligbt. and again in 1873 the vineyards suffered a further
disaster from tbe inse\:t pest Phylloxera Vastatrix.

Tbe threé principal types of grape which have becn produced
in Madeira for centuries are Sereial. Boal and Malvazia. lbe
wines made {rom these are Sercial, a pale dry wine often used as
an aperitif; Boal, funer and medium sweet; and Malmsey, made
from the Malvazia grape, a sweet wine. Since the Oldium blight
of 1852, the Yerdelho grape has been popular; from this the
medium dry Yerdelho wine is produced.

AlI varieties of Madeira are fortified wines of the heavier
type. No light table wines are made as the grapes are unsuitable.

East Indies Madeira or Yinho da Roda, at one time much
prized, was wine which had been carriOO in a sailing ship to the
East lndies and back. The wine was greatly improved by its
long journey in a warm hold; to-day. however, the same results
are obtained scientificaJly.

Most wines tend to deteriorare after a certain age. but Madeira
continues te improve and it is still possible to obtain it in very
small quantities as old as 150 years.

The vintage takes place in late August and September, and
visiton to Madeira at this time should not miss this picturesque
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cvent-conSlllt Hotel or Tourist Bureau. Thc crushing is
mainly done with lile feet. Frorn lhe remote districts the new
wine is still carried in goatskins (about 9 gals.) slung across the
shoulders of the bOr'racheiros (wine carriers), who walk in single
file along the levada paths singing lustily.

Wine is sold wholesale by the pipe (92 gals.) or by the case, and
Ihe annual export i~ in the vicinity of seven to eight thousand
pipl;:s,

The best market for Madeira wine is in Scandinavia, and its
popularity in the Vnited Kingdom is increasing.

Sagar Cane was imported in the tirst half of the 15th century
and sugar was for a long time the principal industry of Madeira.
Tbe first plantation was at Punchal on the site now occupied by
the Cathedral and its surrounding slreets; and, incidentally, the
arms of the city of Funchal are five sugar loaves. Sorne 6,500
hectares (abaut 16,000 acres) are now under cane, which is groWTl
on the south side of the lstand up lo altitudes of 1,000 feet, and
the crop nonnally yields sorne 4,600 tons of refined sugar.

The sugar factory is owned by Messrs. W. Hinton & Sons,
who are pleascd to allow visitors to see the crushing, which
usually takes place from March to June. The whole crop is
consumed locaIly.

A cerlain propartion of the cane is made into brandy for local
use.

Embroidery. Tnis industry, for which Madeira is famans, was
commenced by a Miss Phelps, an English lady, in 1856. There
is now a subslanlial export, especially lo the Vnited States.

OYer 40,000 women and girls are engaged in embroidery work
throughout the lsland, and it is a common sight in the aftemoons
to see them sitting working in groups outside their coltages.
Designiog, organising and distributing Madeira needlework
provides employment for over 2,000 persons. There are em­
broidery schools at Machico and Camara de Lobos.

The usual procedure is for the factor)' lo issue lo lhe 'Nomen the
material on a piecework basis with the design ready transferred
on lo it. When jt is completed the arlicle is returned to the
factory, where the cutting out is done and it is laundered ready
for sale. The cash received by the women fOf their work plays



an important part in the economy of the Island peasants, who
otherwise are for the most part dependent upon what they grow.

Material ís usually oE good quality, the linen being imported
from Ireland, and the designs are generally the work of experts.

Woollen tapestry and petit point work is also rnade.

Wi~ket-work. Camacha, a village to the east oC Funchal where
osiers grow to perfection, is the centre oC this industry. Well
designed chairs, baskets a.nd other articles are made both ror
sale locally and Cor export, and visitors may see the work in
progress.

Otber Manufacturers oC Inlerest to 'he Visitor. These are
rnain1y plaited straw hats, pottery, inlaid wooden cigal'ette boxes,
etc., feather tlowers, miniature wine barreJs, modeJ sbips, and
artic1es of oational costume, such as local half·boots and caps.
Good photographic postcards oC the Island are obtainable.
Attractive postcard reproductions oC old coloured prints of
Madeira are obtainable from the Toutist Bureau.

Fishing. Big game fish C3:ught sorne six miJes off the shore
include Tunny, Bonito and the sporting Blue Fish. large fish
occasionally met in deep water are the Swordfish, Giant Tunny
and Bine Shark. Qoser inshore are found the Barracuda and
the Marbled Sea Perch.

Mr. Afonso Coelho of Messrs. Blandy Brothers & Co. Lda.
will assist visitors in arranging fishing parties, but facilities at the
present time are very limited.

A modern motor launch, the .. Altair ", sponsored by the
Tourist Rureau, has been specially built for 1he use of visitors.
lt is suitable for deep·sea fishing, sightseeing, etc. Charge per
day (S hours' sailing) Ese. 800$00; pec hour additional Ese.
160$00. Nonnal complement ten passengers.

The principal oommercial 6sh is the espada, a local fish
caught 3 miles olf-shore at depths helow 300 fathorns. Atine
with ISO hooks is used. Other fish commonly caught, in addi­
tion to tunny, are cherna and grey mullet, and in nets the
mackerel and chicharro.

There is a small whaling industry with a factory at Cani~1.

Spenn and occasionally fin-back whales are caught and processed
for oU and meat.
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Sea TraveJ.
England lo Madeira. Mail vessels of the Union-Castle I.ine
en roule to South Africa sail from Southampton to Madeira
every alternate Thursday at 4 p.m. and arrive in Funchal Bay
on the following Sundayaflernoon. NorthboWld vessels leave
Madeira for Soutbampton every alternate Monday afternoon
and dock at Southampton the following Friday morning. A
passenger traveJling both ways by Union-Castle couJd therefore
return after one. fifteen or twenty-nine days. Tbese mailsbips for
South Africa maintain a weekly service, calling alternalely at
Madeira and Las Palmas. Occasionally southbound vessels
make calls additional to the fonnightly schedule, sometimes
making possible stays of eight or twenty-two days.

Although it is only possible to carry Madeira passengers wben
the ships are not fully booked te Soulh Africa, the Union-Castle
Company endeavour to meet the demand by setting aside sorne
first ciass acoonunodation solely for Madeira by sailings al
certain times during; the year. Passages lo Madeira can, of
course, be booked at other times if acconunodation is available.

Bergen Line, rn.s. Venus, of the Bergen Steamship Company,
Limited. 21-24, Cockspur Street. London. S.W.I, rWlS between
Southampton and Madeira every eight days during the Autumn
Season.

The Greck Line operates the Q.S.S. Arkadia sailing from
Southamplon regularly during Ihe perlad Decem.ber/April on
cruise voyages calling at Madeira, Teneriffe, Las Palmas and
occasional calls at Casablanca and Tangier.

EJder Dempster Lines calJ moothJy al Madeira 00 their way
lo and from London with their steamers Winneba and Calabar,
trading to the West Coast of Africa.

Boolh Line vessels, operating from Liverpool via Lisbon.
make monthly calls at Madeira.

Cruising vessels, both from Europe and the United States,
frequently caIl at the Island, but do not normalIy accept passen­
gers destined for Madeira.
Lisbon to Madeira. The Empresa Insulana de Naviga~ao

operates a regular service with the 10,000 ton vessel, Funchal,
carrying first and tourist class passengers aod maldng the
crossing in about ~6 hours. This Company abo operates the
CarvalJw Araujo, another passenger vessel of 4,500 tons, and
cargo vessels witb limited second class passenger accommodation
(Lima 4,000 lons, Madalena and Gorgulho 1,200 tons).
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It is advisable to enquire from the Head Office of the Empreza
Insulana de Nave~o, Rua Augusta 152, Lisbon, or from
Blandy Brothers & Co. Lda., Madejra, as the sailings of aH
these vessels are subject to alteration.

Two other Portuguese Lines have sailings from Lisbon to
Portugllese African Colonies or Braz.il which call at Madeira.

Theyare :-
Cia. Nacional de Nave~iio, Rua do Comercio No. 85,

Lisbon.

Cia. Colonial de Navegac;ao, Rua sao Juliao No. 63, Lisbon.

This Company has a 22,000 Ion vessel sailing monthly from
Port Everglades (Miami, U.S.A.) for Teneriffe, Madeira and
Lisbon, returning by the saIne route.

Agents in Madeira for aIl the aboYe Lines, both British and
POrlllgUese, are Messrs. Blandy Brothers & Co. Lda., except for
the Cia. Nacional de Navega~¡o, agents Empreza Funchalense
de Cabotagem (in Blandy's building) and the Cia. Colonial de
Navega¡;iio, agents Messrs. Joao de Freitas Martins, Lda.

Madeira to Canary Islarnls. Certain of theMail Vessels of the
Union-Castle Line call at both Madeira and Las Palmas.

Blue Stae Lille vesseis sail every three ~ks from London /O

Lisbon, Madeira and the Canary Islands ducing December-June;
from these ports ro London every three weeks October-March.

Companhia Colonial de Navega¡;iio, vessels to and from
Tenerilfe once month!y.

Companhia Nacional de Navega~o, a vessel every other
month from Teneriffe oc Las Palmas allernately.

Greek Line, Q.S.s. Arkadia, December-April only, approxi­
mately every ten days to Teneriffe and Las Palmas.

Empresa Insulana de Navega~iio, m.s. Funcha/ twice monthly
to and from Teneriffe.

Madeira 10 Porto Santo. Small steamers carry passengers be­
tween Funchal and Porto Santo (39 m.). Departures from
Funchal a1l the year round on Fridays or Saturdays, and during
the surnmermonths on both Fridays and Saturdays. Return sail­
ings every Tuesday and occasionally on Tuesdays and Wednes­
days. There are other opportunities by launch. Accommodation
on Porto Santo is very limited. .
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The vessel Lisbon.ense leaves Funchal on SWldayS and Thurs­
days-and on other days as necessary-at 8 a.m. to connect with
air services to and from Porto Santo, arriving there at 12.30 p.m.
Leaves Porto Santo 3 p.m., due Funchal 7.30 p.m. It is necessary
to purchase tickets the previous day. First class Care 123$60
each way.

Coastal Sleamers operate between funchat and about seven
little ports around the south west coast oC Madeira. Details are
given under Local Transport.

Air Seni('.e. The Portuguese Company, TAP, opcrates flights
between Lisbon and Porto Santo on Sundays and in conjunclion
with BEA, maintain a weekly service on Thursdays between
London, Lisbon and Porto Santo. The new air strip at Santa
Catarina, in Madeira should be in use by 1963. See also under
Porta Santo.

Transport to Madeira. Madeira's only railway, a cog-railway
which ran from Funchal up to the Monte and Terreiro da Lucta,
no longer exists.

Roads, suitable Cor motoring and finely enginecred to over­
come tremendous natural obstacles. serve most parts oC Madeira.

Bus Senices conneet a11 the principal centres of the Istand
with FunchaJ, and it is possible, by careful pJanning, to travel
over a ¡arge part of Madeira by bus at quite low cost. The
shorter joumeys, such as to Camacha, Caoir;o and Monte,
prcseot 00 difficuJty as services are fairly frequent. The long­
distance services from Funchal on the south ceast to Sao
Vicente, Poota Delgada, Santana and Porto da Cruz on the
north side of the Island and to prazeres and Porto Mona 00 the
western extremity. have the disadvaotage to tbe visitor of being
planoed largely to mect the requirements of the country people
who waot to come into Funchal for the day. Thus there are
departures from the outlying centres to FWlchal in the carly
houes of the moming and the buses from Funchal to the COWltry
mostly ¡cave in the afternooos. Visitors who intend making
use of th.is form of tramport should consult tbe Visitors' Enquiry
Office(see p. 30). .

Bus seats are numbered and passengers who have booked in
advanee--and it is usual te buy tickets in advance even for local
Journeys-are requirtd to occupy the seats corresponding with
ahe number on the tickels. Far long journeys it is esscntial
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to obtain tickets in advancc, preferably the previous day. It is
necessary to enquire the whereabouts oC the booking office Cor
the route requited and the starting place oC the bus.

EJ:cursions by Motor Coach

The Collowing excursions are arranged by the Companhia de
Automoveis de Turismo, Lda., Rua Dr. Femio de Ornelas.
Funchal. DaYI, piares and times oC departure should be con­
firmed with Hotel Porters or Tourist Authorities:-
Monday: Cfunara d'Lobos ~ Cabo Gilio

- Ribeira Brava - Serra de'Agua ­
Enewneada-FunchaJ. Dep. 9.30 a.m.,
return 4.30 p,m. . Fare Ese. 70$00

Tuesday: Camacha-Santo da Serra-Portela
- Machico - Santa Cruz - Canir;o - S.
Gon~lo-FlJnehaJ. Dep. 2.30 p.m.;
return 7.00 p.m. 50$00

Wednesday: Camara de Lobos - Estreito­
Cabo Girao - S. Martinho - Pico dos
Barcelos - Santo Antonio - Funchal.
Dep. 2.30 p.m.; return 5.00 p.m. 40$00

Thursday and Saturday: Pico dos Barcelos­
Lombo da Estrela-Eira do Cerrado­
Largo Antonio Nobre-Funehal. Dep.
2.30 p.m.; return 5.00 p.m. 25$00

Friday: Monte-Terreiro da Lueta-Poiso­
Ribeira Frio - Faial - Porto da Cruz ­
Portela - Machico - Santa Cruz - Canir;o
- S. Gonr;alo - Funehal. Dep. 9.30 a.m.;
return 6.00 p.m. 70$00

Sunday; To fue MowlÍ Church and Babosas
Terrace, retUtn by nmning sleigh to
Funchal and coach to hotel. Dep. 2.30
p,m.; return 5.00 p.m. Fare ¡nel. sleighs 48$00

A local bus, }.lo. 83. is very useCul to visitors as it carries them
Cor ISOO from a point on the Cathedral side oC Zarco's Statue
to the top oC !he hill near the hotels. Departures on the hour
and at 40 minutes pasto
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Launch Services. Services for passengers and cargo operate
rrom thePier.

Westward fmm FunchaL Launches run 10 Cámara de Lobos,
Campanário, Ribeira Brava, Ponta do Sol, FajA do Mar, Calheta
aod Paul do Mar. The boat makes the return journey lo Paul
do Mar io one day, leaving al 8.15 a.m. and arriving back at
S p.m. FareEsc.lISOOeachway.

00 weekdays there are one moming and two afternoon
departures from Funchal to amara de Lobos. Fare Ese. 2$50.

NOTE.-All the above information ¡s, oC course, subject to
alteration and readers are asked to check it either with the
Tourist Bureau or with their Hotel Office.

It should be practicable by starting early lo go by bus rrom
Funchal to Calheta and return by launch, or vice versa. Other
shorter and perhaps preferable trips are Crom Funchal to
Camara do Lobos or Ríbeira Brava. Visiton will find !he
Tourist Bureau ready lo make suggestions a100g these lines and
in any case the times should be worked. out in advance.

Self·Drive Cars may be hired by visitors staying io \he Island
(oot in transit passengers). Valid driving licences issued in
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Franoe, Greal Brltain,
Greece, Holland, Italy, Israel, Luxemburg, Morocco, Monaco,
Republic oC South Afeica, Sweden, Syria, Tutkey and U.S.A.
may be used by toutists foc driving io Madeira. Rate oC hice
Ese.3SOO per kilometre, minimum charge 60 kms. per day,
Esc.l80S00, inclusive oC petrol, oil and Third Party Insurance
only.

Taxis with Cour and six seats may be hired. Fares foc loog
trips should be agreed in advance. Cars are usually modern
and competeotly driveo; aoy tendency lowards recldess drjving
should be checked at once. The six-seaters are substantially
more expensive.

BuUock Cars. These are canopied sleighs drawn by two oxeo,
which glide smoothl}' OYer \he cobble stones. They carry (our
passengers on upholttered wicker seats.

HalllJDOCks may still be hired through Hotels or the Tourist
Bureau, and are so~times used 00 trips through the mountains.
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TDboggaos are used ror passengers desceJ1ding Crom Terreiro da
[.tJcta and the Monte. They consist o( wicker ¡;futirs holding
twO people and fixed lO runners. and are guided down the steep
cobbled roads by two men who run behind holding corda
attached to the Cront oC the runDUS. Owing to the proximity
oC the passengers to the ground. the noise oC the runnUS on tbe
cobbles. and the steepness and narrowness of the roads. there is
a definiie impression oCspeed; however, the toboggans are never
allowed to go raster than the rnen can run and are perfectly safe.

Sledges oC various kinds are used Cor the conveyance oC goods.

Clothing. Suromet weigbt c10thes are !uitable a11 \he year
round, thougb warm garments are a1ways desirable Cor excur­
sions into \he mountains, when pullovers or coats are useful.
In winter months swb of normal English weight will be wanted
on the cooler days.

Dressing lor dinner is optional though customary al the
principal hotels only.

Shorts are not wom by the Portuguese. either ladies or
genUemen, but~ is no reason why ....isiton should not weaT
them when in their hotel grounds and for tennis.

Two-piece bathin& costwnes should not be worn at the Lido
or other public bathing place, but are in general use in the hotel
p001&.etc.

As many of the streets and paths ate paved wilh slippery
cobble stones, visiton are strongly advised to bring with them
rubbeNOled shoes.

Health. Visitors are W8med against over~posure to the sun
which is ofien harmful, even thougb precautions be taken by
means of sunburn oil, etc.

Occasionally visiton are troubled with upset stomachs. This
is genera1ly attributable 10 chills contracted when batbing or
sunbathing or to indulging too freely in local fruits. It is nol
serious, bul should be treated promptly.

Water-bome sewerage is instaDed in Funcbal.

Drinking Water in the Funchal hotels is perfectly safe, but
outside recognised establishments <:are should be taken, and it
may be advisable to drink tea, coffee or mineral waters.
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BankiDg and Currency. lberc are Cour Banks represented in
Madeira, and a list is given under Funchal.

The monetal'y uoit is the Escudo. The rate oC exchange at
time oC going to press is Ese. 80$17 = El British sterling, but
this cate only applies to Travellers' O1eques which are endorsed
by too issuiog Bank ror External Account. Travellen;' Cheques,
unIess endorsed for External Account, cannot be cashed in
Madeira. One eonto (1,000$00) amounts to EI2 lOs. Od.

United Kingdom Defence (Finance) Regulations. All sea and
air passages in respect of travel by British ships and aircraft
may be paid Cor in resident sterling so that the whole oC the
!.250 Foreign Travel Allowance lo each adult passenger (!.70
ror children) is available for use in Madeira. Additional roreign
exchange may be granted in cases where travel is necessitated by
ill healtb.

Persons intending to reside in Madeira should consult their
bankers regarding the Bank oC England regulations alfecting
emigrants.

Hotels, Boanling Houses. etc. A Cull1isl of Hotels suitable ror
toOOsts will be found ondee Funchal. The principal hotels are
situated to the west of Punchal and within rrom half to one mile
from the city. The standard oC conúort, attention and catering
is generally very goed.

In addition to the hotels al Funchal, there are smaJl country
pensions or boarding houses al Cani~ (Pension grade 2);
Faial (Pension grade 2)¡ Machico (Pension grade 1); Ribeira
Brava (Pension); Santa Cruz (Pension grade 2). Santana (Pension
grade 2); Santo da Serra (Pension grade 2); Terreiro da Lucta
(Pension grade 2). See also under Porto Sanlo.

Tarilfs are subject te 10% service charge and 3% teurism tax.

Renting Heuses. It is not easy lo rent house accornmodation
and tbere are no estate agents. A roodest fumished home ror
a·small family might: cost from Ese. 2,500$00 (E31 5s.) per month
upwards depending on locality. Wages for a maid from
Ese. 400$00 and Cor cooks from Ese. 600$00 per month. accord·
ing 10 experience and references. plus at leasl Ese. 300$00 per
month for food. Gardeners Ese. 35$00 to Ese. 40$00 per day.

Intending residenls should stay al an hotel until they have
fouad for themselves suitable house aceonunodation.
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Rest Houses are established at Bica da Cana on Paul da Serra
(5,248 n.); Caramujo (4,100 n.); Rab~a1 (3,510 et.); Queimadas
de Santana (2,952 et.); Pico Ruivo (6,104 el.); Ribeiro Frio
(2,900 et.); and Pousada dos Yinhaticos (2,164 ft.) near Serra
d'Agua.

Those at Pausada dos Yinhaticos and Pico Ruivo belona to
the Official Tourist Bureau, and tbe otbers lo the Junta Gcral.

Details of the accommodation together with the necessary
permission to occupY the Rest Houses may be obtained from tbe
Officlal Tourist Bureau in Funchal.

Cost oC Living. The tariffs of the hotels compare very favourably
with those in the United Kingdom offering similar standards oC
accommodation. Generally speaking the cost of living approxi­
mates to that in England. There is no tax (at time oC going to
press) on income reoeived erom abroad.

The principal expenditure oC the tourist staying in Madcira,
apart from rus hotel, purely personal expenses and purchases at
the shoP5, would be 00 molor hite or othu transport.

Sbopping. Shops are generally good and well stocked, and all
normal visitors' needs are obtainable 10ca1ly. Chemists carry
a good ranje oC the more usual proprietary lines oC medicines,
ete., and prescriptions can be made up.

The embroidery and curio shops are the princípa[ attraction.
Hairdressing Saloons Cor both ladics and gcntlemen are

availablc.

The principal Brilish brands of cigarettes and tobacco are lo
be had more cheapJy Iban in tbe United Kingdom. Several
brands oC cigarettes and pipe lobaceos are made locally. The
cost is fiodest and visilo~ who would like to tey Ibem should
seck advice at their hotels.

Imported spirits are plentiful but expensive. Madeira wine of
quaüty is casilr ol>tainab1e and there are plenty of PortU81ltSe
table wines at Teasonable priees.

Usual sizes of photographic film are obtainable in Maúeira
both for ordinary and cine cameras. Developiog and printing
are carried out expeditiously.

There are two well stocked anlique shops in Fuochal.
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Early Oosiog Day. Government Offices and shops are usually
open al! day 00 Saturdays, but cornmercial offices c10se on
Saturday artemoons. Most shops engaged in lOurist trade are
open whenever a passenger vessel is in port, but otherwise they
close from l p.m. lO 3 p.m. on weekdays.

Publie HoUdays. 1 January, New Year's Day; 10 June, Camoes
Day; 15 August, Assumption Day; 5 October, Heroes oC the
Republic; 1 November, Al! Saints' Day; 1 December, National
Independence; 8 December, Patron oC Portugal; 25 December.
Christmas. Movable holidays: Good Friday and Corpus
Christi. 1 May is a Town Holiday in Funchal.

Welghts and Measures. The rnetric system is used botb in
Madeira and in the Canary Islands. 1 kilo is the equivalent of
2'2 lb. approx.; l litre ... li pints approx.; 1 metre "" 3·28 ft.•
and 8 kilometres "" 5 miles approx. A hectare "" 2·471 acres.

Standard TIme is one hour behind Greenwich. Summer Time
is advanced by one hour rrom 1 ApriJ to 7 October (approx.),
bringing it lo Greenwich Time. Timetables, etc., give times on
the Continental 24·hour system.

Postal Rafes (rom Madeira.
LeUers IIp Additional Posfcords
1020gm. 20gm.

United Kingdom Surface 2$50 1$50 1$50
Alr 3$50 2$50 2$50

Portugal Surface 1$00 lSOO $50

Air 1550 1$50 lSOO
Republic oC

S.Africa Surface 2$50 1$50 1$50

Air 4$30 1$80 3$30

United Slates Air 4$30 1$80 3$30

Air Mail mtes (or S. Africa and U.S.A. are per 5 gm.
Cables cates unchanged.

cable Rates from Madeira.

To Great Britain
Republic of S. Afrlca

Ordinary E.L.T.
(per word mili. 7 words) (22 words)

3$20 35$20
12$15 (L.T.) 134$20

21



The General Post Office is on the left oC the Avenue just aboye
Zarco's Statue.

Telepbones. Automatic telephones now connect Funchal with
most parts oC the Island. Overseas telephone facilities are
available with Europe and America but atmospheric conditions
oCten cause delay.

Wireless. Most of the hoteh have wireless sets on which the
B.B.e. news may be heard.

Customs ReguJations do not usually affect the ordinary visitor
making a short stay in the [sland and carrying onJy normal
personal effects. rt is not advisable to ¡and witb more than a
very smalI quantity of cigareues or tobacco 01' to bring aDY­
thing--eS})eCia1ly Cabrics-which rnight be presumed to be
¡ntended for sale 01' as gifts in Madeira.

Household effects, in the case oC inlending residents, may,
witb the neceSsaI)' PortugutSe Consular Authority, be taken
ioto Madeira free oC duty. Enquiries as lo formalities should
be made we1l in advance and caoo must be taken to comply
exactly witb Portuguese requirements.

The expenses in connection with the temporary importation
oC cars witb Intemational Triptyque would probably be in the
vicinity oC!8 on Ianding and again on shipping.

Passports and Visas. AlI visitors to Madeira must carry current
passports. These must have been vised for Madeira by a Portu­
guese Consul (Cee abaut !t Os. 3d., allowing visit oC 60 days)
unless lbe passport is British, American, Austrian, Belgian,
Canadian, Danish, Eire, French, Greek, Italian, Lichtenstein,
Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norwegian, Swedish, Swiss, West
German, Brazilian, Maltese, Monaco and Spanish. A British
passport is one which is stamped "British Passport" on the
cover and describes the holder as a .. British Subject." South
African and Rhodesian passports reQuicc a visa. Passengers
requiring but not holding visas will not be aUowed to land.
Tbe 6O-<l.ay period may be extended on application to tbe
International Police (P.I.D.E.), but failure lo make tbis roquest
involves payment oC a fine.

Poliee requirements in regard to registration oC visitors are
usuaUy attended to by the hotel office.
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Transit passengers who go ashore Cor a Cew hours Crom passiog
ships merely require landing cards. These are provided by the
Purser's Department. They must also carry their passports
with them.

Embarkation Taxes. These are complicated and Hable to altera·
tioD, but briefly visitors returning to Europe or the Mediter­
ranean after a stay ofless than 30 days pay; lstclass Ese. 50S00;
2nd class Ese. 30$00; Tourist class Ese. 15$00. These are
plus 3% Stamp Tax (on passage money) and Local Taxes oC
Ese. 22$00.

passengers staying 30 days or more and those proceeding to
any port pay 5% Embarkation Tax, 3% Stamp Tax and Ese.
22$00 Local Taxes. Children up to mne years, 3%on value
oC passage money.

The 3%Stamp Tax is not levied on single or return passages
paid Cor outside Portugal (which ineludes Madeira).

Residents. For persons wishing to live in the Island it is
necessary to apply Cor a Residence Visa, and the application has
to be supported at the Head Office of the Lisbon International
Potice (PJ.D.E.) by a reputable resident or firm in Madeira
or Lisbon.

Apptication should be made to the Portuguese Consul nearest
to where the intending resident Uves, and in no circumstances
will the Portuguese Authorities entertain an application made
by a person who has already arrived in Portugal OI Madeira.

Possession oC a Resident Visa does not entitle the holder to
be employed in Portugal; COI this purpose a Work Permit is
aIso required. This is difficult to obtaio.

Eclucation. There is a smalJ kindergarten school for British
children up to sehool age. after which they are usually sent to
England.

CIlIll'the& Church oC England and Presbyterian Churches.
See under Puncha!.

Roman Cathotic Churches are Dumerous. hut DO services are
conducted in English. English-spealdng priests and Sisters oC
Cluny and oC the Franciscan Order oC Mal)' are available.
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Consulates are maintained by the Governments of Oreat Britain
and Brazil. Othec leading countries are represented by Acting
Consuls.

Doctors and Dentists. There are no British doctoes oc deotists
in Madeica, but there are severa! qualified Portuguese practi·
tionees and specialists, sorne of whom speak English.

There are three fully equipped Nursing Homes (Portuguese).

Blbliograpby.
The following are useful books on Madeira written in English.

Those marked with an asterisk were stil1 in print at time of going
to press:-

Mode/ra: lIs Flowering Planls and Ferns, by Michael Orabbam,
H. K. Lewis & Ce., Ltd. 1942.

• A G//mpse 01Madeira, by Cecil H. Miles, Peter Garoett. 1949.
15s.

Brown's Matkira, Camuy lslands and Azores (Iast edn. 1932),
Simpkin, Marshall, Ltd.

·Power's Guide lO Madeira, Geo. Philip & Son. 1951. lOs.
Madeira, lIs C/imale and Scenery, by J. Yate Johoson, 3rd edn.

1885. Still a most useful book.
·Porlugal and Madeiro, by Sacheverell Sitwell, Batsford Ltd.

18'
• Spain andPorlugal, edited by Eugene Fodor. Fodor's Modero

Gnides, Newman Neame Ltd., London (Revised aonually).

M8p. A large two-sheet coloured ordnance survey map of the
I$laod, I : 50,000. is obtaioable from the local booksellees, who
also carry a good selection of books on Madeira both in English
and Portuguese.

Very useful maps and plans are issued free by the Official
Tourist Bucean.

Other IsIands of tlJe Madeira Group.
Porto Saoto, the only inhabited islaod besides Madeira. is

23 m. oorth-east of tbe nearest point of Madeira and 39 m. frcm
FunchaL It is seen from themail vessel before arriving at
Punchal outward and after leaving it homeward bound. Porto
Santo is abont 6; m. long by 3 m. wide. and has a populatioo
(1950) of 2,934. The highest point is 1,438 n. There is one
village, Vila, where Christopher Columbus once lived(see lndex).
At the eastern end 00 Ilheo de Cima is a lighthouse.
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An aerodrome on Porto Santo takes aircraft up lo Comel jels.
An aerodrome on :Madeira to accornmodate up to Viscount
aircraft is under con~truclional Santa Catarina Dear the town of
Santa Cruz, about 14 miles east o( Funcha!. It is due for com­
pletion mid-1963. At time of writing air passengers (or Madeira
lravel by sea from Porto Santo lO Funchal (crossing takes 4+-5
hn.)

Thcre is a new lB grade hotel, the Porto San tu. with 142
rooros; also a small pensiono

The Desertas are the tbree islands visible from Funchal to
tite south-east, about 18 m. distant Crom the nearest point.
Looking at thero Crorn Ieft to right (aetua.lly N.N.W. to S.S.W.)
they are IIheo Chao. Deserta Grande and Bugio.

IIheo Chao is 316 (t. high and about a mUe long. On its
northem sirle is a pinnacle known as Sail Rock which bears sorne
resemblance to a ship under saH, and there is a legend that it was
fired on by a warship for failing to ceply to a signaL

Deserta Grande is about ~ m. long by one mile at its greatest
width. It has one practicable landing place, and was forrnerly
inhabited. The highest point is 1,618 n. The islanrl is occasion­
ally visited by sportsmen in search of wild goats.

Bugio is about 4t m. by half a mile wide, with its highest
pOiot 1,350 fi.

The Salvages are a group of three smaU islands between
Madeira and the Canaries, 156 ro. distant from Puncha!.
Expeditions to the Great Salvage were made in 1830 and 1890
in unsuccessful enrleavours to rliscover treaspre said to have
becn buried there by Capt. Wm. Kidd, the pirate (1645-1701).
There are still traces of the treasure seekers, and the is1ands have
sorne ¡nterest (or botanists. There is no pern:wtnent population.

25



FUNCHAL
FWlchal, capital cil)' and port oC Madeira, has a population oC
95,765. The Britisn residents number about 200.

Hotels in Funchal Category No. of Bed~

Reíd's .. LuxuryB 228

Santa Isabel lA 136

New Avenue lA 100

Savoy lA 366

Golden Gate (in city) lB 62
Atlantic. 2 60
Miramar 2 45

Pensao Monte Rosa 84
Vila Adelaide .. 8
Pensao Santos 22
Pensao Astoria (in city) 32
Pensao Zarro (in city) .. 63

There are other Penslons In Category 3.

HoteIs aU lie 10 the west oC the centre oC the city, except ror
four in the city itself. Reduced tenns are usually quoted ror the
summer season. May to November. A service charge oC 10 per
cent. and 3 per oent. Tourisrn Tax ís generally added 10 accounts.

En pension terms include a Continental breakfast. lunch, tea
and dinner.

Some Notes on the FuncbaJ Hotels

Tite posi,tions oC the hotels will be found on the Map oC
Western Puncha) on page 54.

Reid's Hotel, Map reference No. 14, is situated on the west
side oC Funchal on a prominent cliff overloolOng the sea and
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harbour. Litts serve aU ftoors. Extensive sub-tropical ga.rdens
and two hard tenni5 courts. 11le private swinuning pool, sea­
batbiDs facilities and SWl bathing terrace5 are reacbed by lift
Crom lhe lower part oC the gardens. Own water-sküng. Billiards,
radio. bridge room, etc. Orchestra nightIy in tite diníng room
and in the bar, both oC which have spacious dance ftoors.
Sunnner pavilion open for breakfast and luoch luly 10 Septernber
inclusive. Accommodation extensively modemised. Languages:
En¡lish, Portugucse, French and Italian. TransCer charge
Ese. 40 (lOs.) per peJWn [mm ship to hotel or vice versa. in·
eluding personal luggage.

New Avenue Hotel, Map reference No. 12, is on the west side
of Funchal overlooking the main road and the sea. This is a
quiet and comfortable hotel under the same ownership as the
Savoy Hotel, though operated separately. Guests are entitled
10 use the sea.bathing facilities oC the Savoy Hotel which are
within a (ew minutes waIk. Languages: English, Portuguese and
Frencb. Transfer cbarge: Ese. 40 (Uh.)

Hotel Santa Isabel, Map refcrence No. 9, is on the wesl side
oC Funchal in a prominent position on the main road. Lifts
servo all ftoon. Al! rooms have private baths, VCl'andahs and
lelephoncs. Suites. Roof-top (resh water swirnming pool,
terraee and bar. l..an¡ua¡es: English, Portu¡Uese, French and
German. Transfer chargc: Ese. 40 (lOs.).

Savoy Hotel, Map reference No. lO, is situaled on the west
side of Funchal overloolcing the sea. Lifts serve all 800rs.
Gardcns includc a hard lennis court. Private sea-bathing either
in the sea or in the largo swirnming pool, and sun-bathing
terraces. aU reached by Iifl. Water-sk.iing available wilh special
apparatus Cor beginners. Billiards. lable tennis and dancing
every evening in the dininS room and bar. Languages: English,
Portuguese. French and Spanish. Transfer charge Ese. 40 (tOs.).

Hotel Golden Gale. Map reference No. n, stands in tbe centre
oC the town betwcen the Govemor's PaTace and thc Catbedral,
and ncar thc Town Pier. Every room in this fCICCI1t1y·built
hotel has a shower, toilet and telephone. llfts lo all 800n
including the roof terra<:cl wbere there is an opeo-air bar. and
meals may be served. Guc:sts have free admission to the nigbt
club in bascment of the hotel. Languages: EngIkh, Portuguese,
French and Gennan. Transfer charge: Ese. 30 (7J. 6d.).

27



Atlantic Hotel, Map reference No. I J, Hes on the west side of
Funcha! overlooking the sea and the harbour. There is no
lin. Spacious gardens wilh a hard tennis court. A privale path
leads down to the shingle bcach bul there are no private balhing
facilities. Languages: Portuguese, English, French and German.
Transfer charge: Ese. 25$00 (63. 3d.).

Miramar Hoter, Map rererence No. 13, is situated 00 tbe west
side of Punchal facing the sea, close to the British COlUltry
Oub. This comprises two buildings, the main one containing
all the public rooms with two floors of bedrooms. No lift. The
Villa Grande, 60 yards from the main building and in the hotel
grounds, has rooms on ground and tirst floor. Bar and dance
floor (scparate building). Opeo-air dancing and mcals in
summer. Attractive lawns and gardens. No privale bathing
facilities but guests are entitled to free entrance lo Ihe nearby
Lido. languages: Portuguese, English and French. Transfer
charge Ese, 30$00 (7s. 6d.)

Fuocbal Pensions

Residencia Monte Rosa is in the centre of Funchal near the
Cathedral. Luis (o all floors; roor terrace and hars. Languages:
Porluguese, English, French. Transfcr chargc Ese. 30$00 (7s.6d.).
The tariff is applicable throughout the year: no reduction in
summer.

YiJa Adelaide Hes on the main Toad 10 !he west of Funchal
just past Reid's Hotel. This is an otd Madeira residence con­
velted into a smalt but cornfortable private hotel, offering bed
and breakfast ooly. Lunch and dinner may be taken at one of
the nearby hotels. Languages: Portuguese English and French.

J:lensao Santos is to the west of Punchal 00 the main road jusI
past Reid's Hotel. This old established pension, which has
catered for British visitors for many years, has no grounds or
special facilities, but lies mid·way between the Lido and the
British Country Oub. Languages: Portuguese, English, French
andGerman.

Pension Astoria is in the centre ofthe city behind theCathedral.
It occupies the upper f100rs of a modero building and is served
by lut from street leve!. Languages: Portuguese and limited
Ertglish.
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Pensao Zarco is in the centre of the city near tbe Town Pier.
No)jft or gardens. Languages: Portuguese, English, French and
German.

Boarding Houses. There are severa! Pensions, tariff from Ese.
2,OOOSOO a month (f:25 Os. Orl.). They caler principally for
Portuguese guests, but many British visitors stay at sorne of the
Pensions listed undec .. Hotels in Funchal".

Restaurants. In the City: Apolo; Combatentes. At Terreiro
da Lueta, on the motor road, 3,000 ft. above the city. Windsor
Tea Room. Jn addition, all the hotel restaurants are open to
non-residents. There is a night club in the basement of the
Golden Gate Hotel.

At Camara de Lobos (see page 44) there are two restaurants,
Ribamar and Tartaruga. Visitors sometimes dance at these
places which are picturesquely situated near the sea. Jardim do
Sol, restaurant at Canic;o.

Newspapers. Diaro de No/icias and O Jornal da Madeiro daily
in Portuguese. Very useful to visitors who can read a little
Portuguese as they indicate what is going on in the Jsland.

Union-C8stle Agenls. Blandy Brothers & Co. Lda., Avenida
de Zarco, 2.

Banks. Blandy Brothers (Banqueiros) Lda.; Banco Nacional
Ultramarino; Banco da Madeira; Banco POrlugues do
Atlantico.

Transporl is by Taxi, Bus, Coach, BuIlock Car, Running Car
and Launch (see Index),

Landing Arrangements. Passengers who have booked al hotels
in Funchal are met by Representatives who assist thero in Ianding
and aUend to theclearance oftheir baggage through the Customs.
Union-eastleMail vessels lie in the Roadstead and passengers
are landed by launch at the Pier. There are no formalities for
those who are merely going ashore for a few hours while their
vessel waits. other than to ohtaio a Janding card froro the Purser
and carrying their passports.

Visltors' Enquiry Office. The Official Tourist Bureau, Avenida
Arriaga (centre of City), gladly gives infonnation te visitors, and
distributes maps, etc. The officials speak English. Visitors will
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also find that employees in the offices at their hotels are very
helpful. Tourist police (grecn and red armband with the word
.. Turismo ") speak English and will assist visiton.

Entet1aimneDts. There is a Cinema in the Municipal Theatre,
Avenida Aniaga, where most fi1ms shown are British or Ameri·
can. British visiton usuaUy go on Monday and Friday at
9 p.m.; Matinees at 4 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and
Sunday.

Open air cinemas :-Cine Parque; Cine Jardim.

There is dancing every night at Reid's Hotel and the Savoy
Hotel and, during the season, at other leading hotels.

No gambling is yet allowed at the Casino (January, 1963).

The Golden Gate night club, in the basement of the Golden
Gate Hotel, has dancing nigbtly and usuaUy a ftoor show.

Concerts are occasionaUy held by the Music Oub.

Military Band performances are held in the Public Gardens
(Jardim de Sao Francisco) periodica1ly.

EnglIsh Club (founded 1832), known as the English Rooms, is
in Rua da Alfandega, between the two entrances of Blandy
Brothers (Banqueiros) Lela. There are billiards, card and reading
rooms, where newspapers may be seen; also a good library.
Bar and refreshments. Visitors desiring membership should
apply to !he 5eCretary. Subscriptions for short periods are:-

Half month 40$00, additionallady 20$00.
One month 60$00, additionallady 30$00.

Britisb Counb'y Club, fonnerly Quinta Magnolia, was ror forty
years the home of Dr. Herbert Watney, who assembled a Iarge
number of exotic plants, iocluding palms, cycads and cacti in
the beautiful gardens.

Tennis, squash, 18-hole pitch and putt golf course and croquet
Iawn are available. Library. Billiards and card rooros; ligbt
refreshments. Visiton' Subscriptions:-Two weeks, 60$00;
one month" 80$00.
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All British Passengers and Ships' Officers calling at Madeira
are welcome to caIl and see the gardens. The Club is situated
about one mile to the west ofthe City.

TIte Rotary Qub ol Funchal meets on Thursday evenings at
8 p.m. Visitors shc>uld communicate with the Secretary, Rua
do Aljube 13-2., Funcha!.

NewYearin MadeiNl. This is a timeoCgreat gaiety, andon the
evening oC 31st Decembet buildings in the town and on the
mountainside are brigbtly illuminated. Tho climax comes at
midnight when the New Year is wc1comed with a vast discharge
oC fireworks froro all directions. These Iight up the mountains
and the walers oC the hay and afford a spectaele which is both
grand and unique.

The Catbedral, though not of great architeetural medt, is worth
a visito It was bullt between 1485 and 1515 with a dark red
local stone, and tht} spire, on a square battlemented tower, 15
about 133 Ct. high. The style is early Gothic. Internally the
carved cedar rooC aud stalls, the monumental brasses, and the
high altar, are oC interest.

The Patean Saint oC Funchal is Sto Thiago (SI. James the Less).

Churdl oC England, in Rua do Quebra Costas, was built in
J814. The Chaplain's residence is adjaceut. Services: Sundays,
Holy Communioo8 aod IIASa.m.; Matins and Sermon, 11 a.m.
The church is designed somewhat 00 the lines oC the Pantbeon
at Rome because oC a law which prohibited the erection oC any
building resembling a church unIess it was intended Cor use as a
Roman Catholic place oC worship.

Presbyterian Churcb. St. Andrew's, Rua do Conselheiro, 47
(opposite the Botanica] -Gardens). services Sundays 1I a.m.

This is used by thecongregation ofthe PortuguesePresbyterian
Church, but a service in EngIish is held 00 one Sunday in each
month; details posted in hotels.

Brltish Cemetery, Rua da Carreira, dates from 1770, prior to
which all Protestants dying in Madeira wcre buried at sea. It is
a beautüul spot, and visitors wishing lo see it should ring the bell.

Public Gardeos (Jardim de Sio Francisco). Visitors should
see these gardens, built on the site of the Convento de Sao
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Francisco, which are two minutes' walk from the centre of the
city. They contain a fine variety of interesting flowering and
other trees (no/! page 5).

Until the beginning oC tbe 19th century there was attached to
the Monastery a chapel that was lined with skul1s and thigh
bones. the former said lO number 3,000. After theejection ofthe
monks in 1834, the Monastery fe11 ioto ruins, aod whcn it was
finally demolished, two skeletons were found walled up in
different parts oC tbe building-cvidcoce of tragic happenings
at which one can only guess.

Casino (Quintas Vigia e Pavao). This is jU$t off the road between
the city and the hotels, and is sítuated in beautlfuI and extensive
gardens, whence there are attractivc views over thc harbour.
Admission is free. The Vigia, now the Casino, was in 1848
the horne of Queen Adelaide, widow of WiUiam IV of England;
it was also occupied by Empress E1izabeth of Austria in 1860.

The Market. This presents a very animated scene and is always
interesting to visitors, especially early in tbe moming when a
Iarge variety of local fish are lO be secn. The stalls with their
abundance of fruit, flowers, vegetables, basketwork, etc., are
open a11 day (cJosed trom noon on Sundays). Outsi¡je t.M
market building tbere are usually vcndors offcring locally made
Madeira half-boots. Auction sales of furniture and cffects are
held in the City occasionally on Sunday rnomings.

Batlling. Facilities (or bathing are avaiJabJe at the Lido, H rn.
west oí the city. There is also bathing at the Oub Nautico at
Quinta Calaca, Ajuda, 3 miles west from Funchal. Reid's and
the Savoy have their own private batbing facilities and 'have
speed boats for water skiing. Santa Isabel has a fresh water
swinuning pool oa irs roof terrace.

Sports, Reid's, Savoy and Atlantic Hotels have their own tennis
COllrts, a1so the British Country Club.

Football matchcs (Soccer) are played between Portuguese
teams on Sunday aftemoons at the Sports Stadium. Tres fine
new Stadium, with oovered stand, cinder tracks, etc., has been
built oa the old football ground at Barreiros.

Golf. There is an attractive nine-hole Golf Course at Santo
da Serra (19 m.), 2,214 ft. above sea level, cornmandins a fine
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view across to the neighbouring islands, the Desertas and Porto
Santo. Visitors wishing to play should consult their hotels.
Oubs may be hired froro the Tourist Bureau.

Most of the principal hotels are subscribing members. Their
visitors automatically become temporary members of the Santo
da SerIa Golf Club and may obtajn greco fee tickets Cree of
charge from the hotel porter or office. There is no suitable bus
to the golf course, but sometimes lifts may be given by resident
members at weekends. A taxi froro Funchal lo the course and
wait Cor returo, 3-4 passengers, should cost about Esc. 200$00,
price to be establisbed in advance. There is a club room near
the course (meals and drinks). Caddies nonnally available.

MDSeUIIlS. The Museu & Aquário Municipal do Funchal
(admission 2$50) is housed in a fine old Portuguese house
formerly lhe home of Conde de Ribeiro Real at Rua da Mourada
35. There are good colIections of locally obtained fish, birds,
and olher material pertaining to natural history, sorne interest­
ing early prints of Madeira and a sword traditionally said 10
havc bclonged 10 Zarco, discoverer oC the Island.

TIte Aquarium contains 15 tanks with over 60 varieties oC
fish and is wortb visiting. Feeding time weekdays 3 p.m. Open
daily 9.30 a.m. lo S p.m. weekdays; Sundays and holidays noon
lo 4 p.m. Aquarium a1s0 opeo 8-10 p.m. weekdays.

The Museum oC Sacred Art is housed in the forroer Bishop's
Palace, No. 21, Rua do Bispo. It contains a fine collection of
15th and 16th century religious pictures, mostly of the Aemish
School, and is open 2-5 p.m. every day except Monday, admission
Ese. 2$50. Many oC tbe pictures are from churches in various
parts oC the Island. They have been slcilfully restored and are
well displayed. It is said that they were obtained from the
Low Countries in exchange for local sugar shipped from Funchal.

The Cruzes Museum oC Decorative Art, at the Quinta das
Cruzes, Calcada do Pico, just aboYe the Santa Clara Convent,
contains an interesting coUection oC antique fumiture. This is
mostly Portuguese with sorne Madcira·made pieces, but aIso
includ.es English, French and Spanish iteros. Two cabinets
(contadores) and a table are believed lo have belonged lo
Catherine of Braganza. The building itself is a National
Monument, and tbe exhibits are auractively displayed in its
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fine rooms. In the gardens are numerous named trees and
a large collection of orchids. Admission daily except Monda)'
2-5 p.m.: admission free.

Historical Buildings. The Go"ernor's Palace. The Fortress of
Sao lourenr;o dates from the 16th century, but has been con­
siderably altered. The figure oC Sao louren~o is seen over the
entrance in the comer of the small square; and on the wall.
facing the sea-front, are the old fountains where tbe inhabitants
formerly obtained water.

Pico Fort (Castel0 de S. Joao do Pico) is a conspicuous forti­
fication of b1ack basalt, which occupies a conunanding position
over1ooking the town and barbour. It was bullt during the
Spanisb occupation, between 1622 and 1640, and is now used
ooly as a wireless station. Visiters are usually admitted if tbey
waIk in and ask permission to look round. The panorama from
the top oC the Fort (335 ft.) is probably the finest in FunchaL

Chape) oí SalIta Catarina (see Index) was bullt in 1425 by the
wife oC Gonsalves Zarco, and is tbc oldest place of worsltip in
Madeira. Not usuaUy open.

ne City HaO was built by Count carvalhal, and 15 ahandsome
building of late 18th centuIy.

Colegio Churcb oC S1. Johb was erected by !he Jcsuits in the
17th century. It bas a very bandsome f~de, and contaios
rich1y d<:corated chapcJs.

Chapel oCSt. Louis (date 1600 over door) and former Episcopal
Palace date Crom 17th century and are situated in Rua de Dispo.

1be OId Customs Hoase in Rua da Alfandega is an intercsting
16th centW'Y building of ecclesiastical origino

Carmo Chapel, Roo do carmo, is a 17th century building wi1h
two tombs oC interest.

Chape) and Convent of Santa Clara date Crom 15th century
and were reoonstrueted in the 17th. The tomb oC Zarco is in
the ChapeI, and the Francisean Sisters have a mission school
in what used 10 be the Convent (see note in Histol)' uoder 1834).

The Convent oC Santa Clara and jts beautiful nuo, Maria
Clementina, acquired considerable pubJicity as a resuJt oC a visit
10 Madeira by H. N. Coleridge. who told her romantic story in
bis book, Six Months in the West [lidies in 1825. lo consequence
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many visitors te the isJand calJed al the Conveot and asked lo
soc Maria, and she and ber sad story are referred to by several
traYeUcn.

Coleridge states that Maria Clementina, who was the youngcst
chiJd oC Pedro Agostinho and was bom in Madeira. was
considered tbc most beautiful ¡irl in fue hland, with a fair
complex.ion, blue eyes and gold brown haic. She was admittcd
lo Santa Clara at the ase of eighteen. aOO took the veiJ at
ninetc:en. A year later the Constitutional GOVffflmenl was
establisbed in Portugal, and one of the fint acts oC the Cortes
was to order the doof'1 oC religious houses to be thrown open.
Maria, released from the Convent, feJl in love with a Portuguese
officer and their marriase was decided upon. However, she
became ill and the weddin¡ had to be postponed; but before
the c:eremony took place the King dissolved Parliament aDd
revoked the law oC the Cortes. and poor Maria had lo return
lo her ceU. Maria was 21 years old when secn by Coleridge
in 1825.

&e Index for the CatbedraI. Englisb Omrch, Fort sao Thiago
and Santo da Serta Well.

'Ibe Loo Roc:k, the 70 ft. high rock DOW iocorporated in the
Harbour mole, was Cormerly detached Crom the shore. On it is
the 17th-<:entury Fort of Nossa Senhora do ~o. ni!
contained a chapel. ma¡azine and barrada, and mounted four­
leen ¡Uns; il is still a military post.

1be Poatinba. a much smaller roek, aiso incorporated in tbe
mole and oeaTer te the shore than the Loo Roek, was formerly
Cortified.

Empress oí 8nlzil's Hospital Cor tubereular patients was
the gift oC the Dowager Empress of BraziJ, whose only daughter
die<! of Ibis complaint in Madeira io 1853.

Harbo.- Works. Leading to the Avenida do Mar aOO clase lo
the centre oC the city, is a stone pier where passengen from the
mailships land, and from whenoe the local coastal vessels operate.

The harbour, usually referred to as the Pontinha (admis.sioo
1$00) consists oí a concrete wall linking the old forti6ed rocks.
the Pontinha aOO the Loo Rack, with lhe shore. Tbe harbour
was ori¡jnaDy extended by tunnelling through !be Loo Roek and
continuing lbe quay beyond by about 1,090 ft. This quay has

"



now been widened and extended a further 1,640 ft. to enable
ocean liners to be berthed. There is now a road round as weU
as through the rock.

Tbe Wine Lodges of The Madeira Wine Association, Lda.•
shippers for sorne of the leading Wine Firms. are near the Public
Gardens and the British Consulate. and are opeo daily, Sundays
excepted. Thousands of tourists visit these wine lodges each
year to see the vanous stages of wine production and to sample.
free of charge, various blends of wme. This hospitality is
offered by the Association in order to make the wines of Madeira
better known.
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WIDLE THEMAIL SHIP WAITS­
THREE HOURS IN MADEIRA

Madeira's IDOSt numeraus visitars are !hose who Iand in
hundreds from the passing Mail Vessels on alternate Sundays and
Mondays. To tbero the call al Madeira is a delightful interlude
on the voyage to oc from Soutb Africa.

They will, on first landing in Funchal, be struck by the gay
natienal costumes oC the 80wer and curio sellers. by the straw·
hatted drivers oC the carros, who lead their patient olteo through
tbe streets, and by the pressing invitations on all sides to visit
the embroidery faetones or !aste the wine.

This section has been specially compiled to show tbese visitara
how they may best enjoy their shan stay.

Notes: The Escudo is worth threepcnce (80 to the í).
Traffic keeps to the right. The Autborities expect visiten

to walk between the white lines when crossing the streets in
FunchaJ.

Rubber-soled shoes should be WOfD on account oC the cobbles.

Ladies are expected to respect local conventioos by nol going
ashore in shorts, backless sunsuits. etc., On entering Ibe
cathedral oi other churches they must cover their heads.

Landing Arrangements. A1l through-passengers going ashore
must obtain Landing Cards in accordance with instructions
posted up on board by the Purser's Department and should
carry their passports.

Launches leave the vesseJ ror the shore at frequent intervals.
The return rare is 4s. 6d., payable at the entrance to the Pier on
the return journey. Al! passengers are landed at the Pier.

Organised T()ur5. Tickets obtainable from representatives who
board the vesseJ. These are inclusive of trave! from the ship te
sbore and back to the ship.

1. Scenic Coach Tour, a circular drive including splendid
views over Funchal and visit to viewpoint at the Peace
Memorial, Terreiro da Lueta, 2,873 n. (2 hours). Fare

c' 37



(including retwn launch fare ship to shore) lOs., children
4-14 half price; similar by car, 25.1'. adults, 15.1'. children
4-14. Tickets available from Bureaux oC Witufsor Castle,
Transvaal Caslle, Pendennis Castle and Edinburgh Castle
only.

2. To Terreiro da Luda, 2,873 n. By motor via tbe Monte,
returning by toboggan or motor.

3. To Monte, 1,965 ft., by motor and retum by toboggan or
motor.

4. To Pico dos Barcelos, 1,164 n., fine viewpoint, by motor.
(Note. Readers should refer to these names in Index for
further informaban.)

5. To Reid's Hotel by launch to shore, cal to Hotel for tea
and back to the ship.

Suggestions for through passengers in theMail Vessels which
do not offer organised tours, or who prefer 10 make ¡ndependent
arrangements. (Prices to be agreed with taxis in advance).

6. To Pico dos Barcelos, 1,164 ft., fine viewpoint, via the
parish ofSanto Antonio. Return via Sao Martinho down to
the coast toad, and along to the pieturesque fishing village
ofamara de Lobos before returning to Funchal. Distance
about 13 m., 21 kms. ; allow I! hours including stops.

7. To Pico dos Barcelos and retum via Casino Gardens.
About 8 m., 14 kms. ; a1low l-1i hours, according to length
ofs1Ops.

8. To Cámara de Lobos and retum via Lido for bathe if
desired, and Casino Gardens. Distance about 12! m.,
20 kms. ; a1low l-I! hrs. according lo s1Ops.

9. To the east of the city lo the viewpoint known as tbe
Pinaculo, 918 n. (2 m., 3·5 kms.), with splendid view over
the Bay of Punchal. Visi10rs may return from bere by way
oC the market (closed Sunday aftemoons), or may continue
the drive, passing aboye tbe Brazen Head, to the villages
ofCani~o and Camacha, 2,296 ft. (Iatter is centre ofwicker­
work industry), and return lo Funchal by anotber route,
making a circular drivc. Distance about 17! m., 28 kms. ;
a1low 2 hours.
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10. Old Funchal: Take taxi lO Pra¡;a do Municipio (City Hall,
Colegio, Barrac1a and former Bishop's Palace containing
Museum of Sacred Art); theoce past the Museum, housed
in a fine old residence (see p. 33), up to the Chapel of Santa
Clara (see p. 34), and Cruzes Museum (if opeo). To Pico
Fort (17th century) where permission is usually giveo lO
enter and see the magnificeot views from the summit;
British Country Club; Ribeiro Seco Bridge (viewpoint) ;
and down the road past entrance to the Pontinha with near
view of old fort 00 the Loo Rock. This should leave time
to see the Cathedral on foot.

1I. Gardens: To British Couotry Oub by taxi, instructiog
the driver to retum via Casino Gardens and lO finish the
drive at the Public Gardens (Jardim de Sao Francisco),
which is within five minutes' walk of the Pier. Tbis could
be extended after leaving the Country Club to take tea at
one of the Hotels in the vicinity and see their gardens also.

12. In the Town: Those wishing lO remain in the city will
easily fill in tbeir time by visiting the embroidery and other
shops, the Wine Lodge of the Madeira Wine Association,
the Gardens, Cathedral, Market, Pra~ do Municipio,
ete.; and they may obtain refreshments at one of the cafes
in the centre of the city. lt is a pleasant arrangement 10
engage a bullock cae (seats 4) by the hour at ao agreed
charge. and let the driver take them in a leisurely manner
to any of fuese places. The foUowing notes will be of
interest in this connection.

Most places oC interest to visitors are open 00 Suodays excepl
the Wine Lodge and the Market.

Readers will find other referenres lo most of the piares
mentioned if they will refer to the Index.

In and around Funchal are many Balcony Viewpoints (mira­
dores); these are invariably situated so as to command fine
panoramas.
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Taxi drivers generaUy sbow intelligence in trying to point out
lo their passengers what is of interest.

On Foot in FuncbaL From the entrance to the Pier visitors cross
the Avenida do Mar (Esplanade) and SO up the Avenida zarco,
passing the Govemor's PaJace on left, to its intersection with
Avenida Arriaga (two minutes' waIk). In the centre ofthe road
is a statue of zarco. discoverer of Madeira in 1419. This may
be regarded as the centre ofthe city. and taxi ranks andcafes are
situated in this vicinity.

Readers will find both the Index and the plan of Central
Funchal useful in connection with these notes.

t. Tum left at Zarro's Statue and walk on rigbt side of road past
the Official Tourist Burtau (information, maps and plans free ;
stamps obtainable on Sundays when Post Office is c1osed).
Irnmediately beyond is the entrance lo !he Wine Lodge of the
Madeira Association, Lda. (visitars welcomed-closed Sundays),
the British Consulate, and the Public Gardens (Jardim de S.
Francisco), tt mins. from Statue. Continue past Gardens to
roundabout in road (4 mins.) where there is a monument lo
Prince Henry the Navigator, and a fountain; and at a little
distance aboYe the road to the left is the ancient Chape! of
Santa Catarina. Walk on up the Avenida do Infante past tbe
Dowager Empress of BraziJ's Hospital, on right, to the top of
the rise. where the entrance to the Casino Gardeos (admission
free) is seen to the left just off the road. The waIk may be
continued along the level to the bridge over the Ribeiro seco
Ravine, where the New Avenue Hotel stands aboYe the road
on righl. To the left is a small public garden, Antonio Nobre
Redondo, with attractive views over the Ravffie.

From the Ribeiro 5&0 bridge return lo the city by turniog
left towards the sea, and keeping right where the road turns
downhill at the Atlantic Hotel. This is a pleasant walk back to
the Pier entrance by way of the Harbour (admission 1$00) and
the Esplaoade (17 mios. or 35 mins. to the Ribeiro seco and
back, without allowance for stops).

2. Turn rigbt al Zarco's Statne. One minute 10 !he Cathedral;
the shopping centre is in this vicinity. It is about ten minutes'
walk 10 the Market (Fruit, Flowers, Fish, etc.--closed Sundays
after mid-day). There are several routes, aU of which CIOSS the
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Santa Luzia Ravine, a stony river bed covered over with bougain­
villeas. Refer to Plan or ask directions. The return may be
made by turning down towards the sea and walking baek along
the Avenida do Mar (Esplanade) to the Pier Entrance.

3. Continue up Avenida zarco past tbe Statue. Th~ visitor
passes the Post Office on left, and 00 reaching the top of the
street (2 mios.) he may tum half Ieft up the Rua dos Pretas to
the Museum (see Indcx) aod the sao Pedro Chape!; and beyond
to Sta. Clara Chapel, etc. (su Plan).

Or, tuming right at top of Avenida zarco, one enters the
handsome~a do Municipio, with its fine buildings and mosaie
paving. In front is the City Hall (see fine entrance and court·
yard) ; to the left are the Barracks and the Colegio Church; to
the right is the former Palace of the Bishops.

4. From Entrance lo Pier turn left a10ng the Avenida do Mar
(Esplanade) with its pleasant gardens and attractive seats with
pictw'es in blue and white tiJes. Above, where the Toad narrows,
is the Chapel of Santa Catarina. The route continues to the
entrance to the Harbour, known as the Pontinha (lO mins.), with
pleasant views of the Loo Rock, etc. Admission to Harbour
ISOll.
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SUMMARY OF EXCURSIONS FOR
VISITORS STAYING IN MADEffiA

In the foUowing pages wiU be found details oC all the motor
[Oules in the Island. Readers will find these useful in planning
their excursions, and they should also refer to the Map oC
Madeíra and 10 the Index.

Visitors wiIl seldom want lo undertake long excursions on two
consecutive days, and the suggestions given in this hook should be
amplefor normal requirements duringa stay orup to foue weeks.
Distances are Coc the return trip unless otberwise stated. Owing
10 the mountainous and winding natuce of the mads, speeds are
slowand 80 oc 100 miles represent a very long drive.

Excursionists are advised to take a warm wrap when going on
trips which take thero aboye about 1,500 ft. This applies
particularlyin winter.

Motor coach tours are mentioned on page 16.

Whole Day TripS

1. Westem and Northern Circuit: To Ribeira Brava,
Encumeada Pass, Sao Vicente, Santana, Ribeiro Frio and
Funchal (by cae 79i m.)

2. Westem Circuit : To Ribeira Brava, Caiheta, Porto Maciz,
sao Vicente, Ribeira Brava and Funchal (by cae 103 m.)

3. Poiso. Ribeiro Frio. Santana, Santo da Serra circuit by car
(60 m.).

4. To Ra~al by car-some waIking necessary (80 m.).

S. To West Coast by launch-Paul do Mar or intermediatc
landing place.

(lf time for only one trip No. J or 3 is recommended.)

Half·DayTrips
6. To Ribeira Brava by bus. car or one way by road and the

other by sea (road distance 20 m. each way).

42



7. To Santa Cruz and Machico by bus oc car (distante 17i m.
cach way). Cani~ is S m. beyond Machico.

8. To Santa da Serra and Machico cin::u.it by car (37 m.).
9. To Cimara de Lobos and Cabo GUia by cae (24 m.).

10. To the Monte and Termro da Lucta by cae (9 m.). The
Monte may be.reached by bus for 3SSO and Orle may waJ..I(
back iC desired. TIte joumey back, being downhill. costs
2$00.

Trips lato tite Mocmtain5-start artee early breakfast and retum
for lunch. No. 14, however, is a very long and strenuous Cull
day trip.

11. To Pico Arieiro by car 811 the way te thc summit, but the
last three miles are unpaved (1962) aod vcry dusty (28 m.).

I~. To Ribciro Frio by car-thirty minutes' walJcing (26 m.).

13. To Eira do Serrado overlooking the Grand 0Jrral (19i m.
by car-IS minutes' waIking. A ncw road lcads down to
the Curral Village adding Sm. to the exc:union. Recom·
monded.

14. To Pico Ruivo. By car to Queirnadas (27i m. single
jOUrDCY), thcoce thrce houcs' rougb and steep wa1k (each
way) to swrunit. Tbere is a Rest House a mile helow the
summil

WaIks. AU country walks in Madeira, with the exception oC
tbose along the levada paths-which are apt to be dangtI"ous­
are vcry rougb, steep and strenuous. Thc levada paths, though
level, are oCten very narrow and in poor condition with preci­
pioes on onc sido. Walks aJons thero should not be undertaken
by aDyono who has not a vcry good head Cor heights. This
comment applies to the mountain paths a1so.

The weather can chan~ very rapidly, especiaUy in winter,
and c100d or mist can come up very quickly. A1though numcrous
footpaths through !be mouotaios are shown on thc map at the
Cront of tbis book, many of tbom are bad1y defined and none is
siguposted. It is recommended therefore tbat no visitar shouId
attempt either mountain or levada wa1ks unJes.s accompanied
by a ¡uide or a locaJ resident who knows the way.

WalkCB in the mountaim should wear &trong shoes with rubber
soles and beels. and be prepared foc chilly weather.
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TOE MOTOR ROADS OF MADEIRA
The following pases contain a brief survey of tbe motor roads

of the Island, mentioning the villages, viewpoints and other
plaees oí interest. Distances from Funchal are ¡iven in miles
and kilometres from the City centre, and altitudes are in Ceet.
lt should be noled that the old kilometre stones are being
replaced by tbose oC the Estradas Nacionais, which are measured
from the City boundary, and may stan anything up to two
kilometres distant from the centre.

A motor road encirdes Madeira, and three roads eross the
Island from north to south. These connect Funchal witb many
points of ioterest in the country districts, such as small ports,
villages. waterfalls. mountains and wonderful viewpoints.

In some arcas miles of roads are lined with blue hydrangeas or
agapanthus.
TotbeWest

The road 10 the west of the Island leaves Funchal by the
Estrada Monumental and passes the Hotels and tbe Lido.
Farther on is tbe tunny fish cannery standing just aboye Ponla
da Cruz (small cross on rack), the most southerly point of
Madeira. Above tbe road at Ibis paint is Pico da Cruz, an oId
volcano with one side of its crater broken away. The building
on tbe hilltop beyond is tbe Chapel oC sao Martinho. Froro
the road here may be seen the cliffs oC Cabo Guao, 1,804 n.,
which rises sheer from the sea, and is among tbe highest sea­
cliffs in the world. Zarco, the discoverec oC Madeira, sailed as
far as these cliffs in 1419 beCore turning back. The word
.. Girao " means "turn ".

At 5 m., 8 kms.• the road crosses the bed of the Ribeira dos
Soccoridos, where there is extensive banana cultivation. The
name Soccoridos (succoured) commemorates the reseue here of
two members of Zarco's crew who were being swept away by the
stt'eam.

Cimara de Lobos, Si m., 9 kms. (The Seals' Lair), with its
houses built on high rocks aboYe its small harbour, and its many
fishing OOats, is most picturesque (it was the subject painted by
Mr. Winston Churchill in 1950). Ribamar and Tartaruga
restaurants (see p. 29).

Frem amara de lobos tbe TOad climbs to where, at 9-1 m.,
14·5 kms. a branch road leads up to Estreito Church, 1,575 n.,
centre of ao important wine-growing district. BeYond the
church a track leads up to the Jardim da Sena and views of the
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Grand Curra!. The steep valley eeosscd after leaving Estreito is
extensive1y terraced on both sides, and atroeds a very good
example of the terraced cultivation universal in the Istand. On
the fae side of the vaUey, at the Cruz de Ca1deira, lIt m., 18'5
kms., 1.906 n., a road leads len to the Balcony viewpoint on the
summit of Cabo Girio, 1,804 n. (about t m.).

The main road continues through the parish ofQuinta Grande ;
the church is below the road, 12t m., 20·3 kms.: 1,542 n.

At Campanário, 16 m., 25 kms.; 1,021 n., the road passes on
a slope aboYe the I1th-oentury church (date over door 1683).
A mile beyond Campanário, looking east, is a fine view of !he
eliffs of Cabo Girao.

A sharp deseent is now made by a series of hairpin bends to
the large coast village of Ribeira Brava, 20 m., 31 kms., at sea
level. It has a ianding place reaehed by a tunnel through the
cliff, an old tower used as a gaoJ, a few shops, a church and a
pensiono

From Ribeira Brava village the Toad turos northwards up the
Ribeiea Brava Valle)' (wild valley), a narrow ravine f1anked by
precipices.

From tbe branch road to the chuech of Serra d'Agaa, 24+ m.,
38·5 kms., 1,173 n., the road climbs steeply lO the summit of
tlle Encumeada Pass. TIle mountaln scenery Is magnificent,
and among the peaks seen on a clear day (on right) aee Pico
Grande, 5,271 n. (distinguishable by knob on summit) and Pieo
do Jorge, 5,590 ft.; and (on left) are the heights of the Paul do
Serra Plateau, 5,364 n.

Sorne two miles before eeaching the summit, the eoad passes
the Rest House, Pousada dos Vinbatieos, 25* m., 40·5 kms.,
built by the Official Tourist Bureau in 1941. The house is
furnished and stands at an altitude of about 2,000 n.

Immediate1Y on the south side of Encumeada Pass the eoad
ceosses the levada constructed in connection with the hydro­
electric scheme. The vegetation changes as the altitude ineceases,
and consists towaeds the summit mainly of giant heaths, bil­
berries, goese and broom. Heath trees grow more than 20 n.
high.

At 26; m., 42·5 kms., a path turns east to Ribeira do Parco,
Boca dos Corregos (view of Grand Curral), Jardim da Serra,
EstreilO, Cimara de Lobos and Punchal.
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Tbe surnmit oC the Encumeada Pass, 27 m., 43'7 kms. ;
3,303 ft., affords views aver the Sena d'Agua on the south, and
aver the 840 Vicente ValIey down to the sea on the north. A
good path construeted by the Tourist Bureau climbs the ridge lo
the east, and goes over the saddle oC tbe Pico Jorge to tbe
Torrinhas Pass. Tbis pass connects the Grand Curral with
the Ribeira do Porco route lo Boa Ventura on the north coast, a
frequented patb across the IsJand. A path continues from the
vicinity oC the Torrinhas Pass up to Pico Ruivo and so lo
Sanlana, Faial, etc.

Westwards Crom Encumeada is the new levada which passes
through the tunnel where fossilised wood was found embedded
in the volcanic ash. On the north sirle oC the tunnel is an almost
virgin foresto Westwards from Encumeada a path aloo c1imbs
the ridge to Lomba do Mouro, the Caramujo Rest House. and
to the Bica da Cana house which is on fue eastem side of tbe
Paul da Serra Plateau.

The deseent from Encumeada commences irnmediately, and
the road passes Rosario Chapel, 32 m., 50·2 kms.; 1,256 ft., on
its way to Sio Vicente, 341: m., 54·8 kms.; a village at sea level
on the north coast. Here the road and stream bed are flanked
with the remains of a basalt lava f10w wbich formerly partly
blocked the mouth ofthe valley. Just beyond the village, at the
outlet oC the valley, is a curious chapel cut into a small isolated
rack, built in 1696.

From Sao Vicente macis run botb east and west. The north
coast is generally even steeper than that oC the south, and
there are many fine marine views where the Atlantic swelIs beat
along the precipilous shores. To the west the motor road runs
lo tbe village of Seixal, 38 m., 60 kms., beyond which the road
cnci.reling the Island was completed in 1954.

The road eastwards folIows the coastline sometimes along
the face of mountains which run down steeply to the water's
edge, to Ponta Delgada, 39 m., 62 kms., a village built on a
tongue of land resulting from a lancislip. In places this road
passes through tunnels, and a little beyond Poota Delgada it
turns inland to the village of Boaventura, 40 m., 64 kms. Be­
tween here and Arco de Sio Jorge, 45 m., 71 kms., is the tunnel,
a quarter of a mile long, the completion of which (1954) was
the last link in the road which encircles the island (128 m.,
20S kms.). The route then passes througb beautiful and moun­
talnous country to Sio Jorge, SO m., 80 kms., and the attractive
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village oC Santana. 52 m., 89 kms. Por route between Santana
and Punchal, see pages 48-50.

Prom Ribeira Brava the road continues westward througb a
succession ofsteep valleys and ravines, and passes the villages oC
Ponta do Sol, 25 m., 40 kms., and Canhas, 27 m., 43 kms. ;
1,082 ft. Beyond Canhas the road passes aboye Madalena do
Mar. 31 m., 40 kms., and crosses the Arco da Calbeta amid fine
scenery. At mile 35, kilometre 56, a road turns up towards the
tunnel leading to the levadas and waterfalls oC Raba~1 (see
page 47).

CaIheta. 37 m., 49 kms., on the coas!, has a cburch containing
an ebony sanctuary, the gift oCKing Maneel l. Beyond arethe
viUages of E.streito da Calbeta, 38 m., 59 kms.; 1,109 ft.;
Prazeres, 41 m., 66 kms.; 2,037 ft.; FajA da Ovelha, 48 m.,
73 kms.; 1,548 ft.; and Ponta do Pargo, 50 m., 80 kms. ;
1,551 ft.; near which is an important lighthouse at the wcstem
extremity oC Madeira.

TIte foute now turos north·cast and passes through the parishes
of Achada da Cruz, 55 m.. 89 kms.; 2,207 ft.; Santa Maria
Madaleoa, 59 m., 95 kms.; 1,640 n.; whence it descends by a
series oC Cormidable hairpin hends te Porto Moniz, 61 m.,
98 kms., an acIministrative centre on the north coast. Beyond
Porto Moniz the scenery becomes grand and awe-inspiring as
the newly completed road continues through the villages oC
Ribelra da Janella, 62 m., 100 kms. and SeixaJ, 68 m., 109 kms.
to Sao Vicente, 72 m., 115 kms. This remarkable road over­
comes great natural obstac1es by means oC cuttings, galleries and
tunnels, often cut daringIy into the sheee cliff Cace high aboye
the !lea.

The circuit oC the Island Funchal-Ribeira Brava-Calheta­
Porto Momz-Ponta Delgada-Machico-Funchal is about 127 m.;
205 kms. It is a very long day's ron and the night could be
spent at Santana.

The eoad to Ra~1 (the place oC wild celery) leaves the main
coad at a poiot beyond the Arco da Calheta, and lcads up the
steep Lombo de Salao At the end oC the road, 40 m.. 64 kms. ;
3,510 ft.• it is necessa.ry te leave the car and waIk. There may be
boys with fiares available here; ir so it is advisable lo engage
one or two lo carry provisions and to provide light in the tunne1.
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Tbe distance 10 the tunneJ entrance, which carries a levada
through tite mountaln spur, is about half a mile. The tunneJ,
half a mile long, is weU paved and smooth, but a !ight is essentiaJ
aud each visitor shou!d carry aD e!ectric torch or a lantern. On
tite far side a path climbs to a Rest Rouse. From the house a
walk a10ng tbe oId and higher levada leads in about 15 minutes
to tbe Risco, a watetfall witb a drop of about 300 ft. Another
waIk along tbe new levada leads in about 35 minutes to too
Twentyftve Wateñalls. The Risco is the more attractive of
thetwo.

Care should be taken on sorne of the paths which are very
narrow and sometimes wet. The vegetation along the levadas is
luxuriant.

A footpath leads from Raba~1 10 the high plateau of Paul da
Serra at an aititude of 4,690 n. and sorne four miles wide.
The plateau, which is almost level, is uninhabited and is used as
apasture for horses, etc. It is dangerous on acconnt of mists
which come up very suddenJy.

Motor Roads-To tite Nortb and East

The road climbs steeply up the hill behind Funchal, wheoce
there are attractive views over the City and roadstead. At 4 m.,
6 kms., 1,965 n., is the village of Monte, where there is the
well-known twin·1owered church of Nossa Senhora do Monte,
dating from 1470. The church, which is easily seen from vessels
in Funcha! Bay, is dedicated 10 Our Lady of the Assumption,
and stands on a platform reacbed by 74 steps. Every year en
15th August, the Feast of the Assumption, a great crowd
assemb!es at the Monte Church, and worshippers may be seco
ascending the steps on their knees. On the high altar is a
jewelled image ofOur Lady which is credited with miracles ; and
tbe cburch contaios the 10mb of Emperor Karl of Austria, who
died in exile at the Quinta do Monte in 1922. Below the church
is an old fountain with a Latin inscription recording that the
levada which brought the water to it was made at the expense of
Charles Murray, British Consu! in Madeira in 1778. The Holy
Well is seco on aligbting from cars just before talting the patb
up 10 the church.

A road eastwards at the foot of the cburch leads in five
minutes to the Babosas BalCODY. whence there is a very fine view
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~P~~~:t~~#'
over the Uttle CurraL Visitors should not allow themselves tci 'Be
deterred from seeing this by the importunities of toboggan men
or others. If they have taxis they should instruct their drivers
to take them round by caro

TIle Monte is the tenninus oí one of the favourite excursions
taken by visitors who pass through in theMail Vessels, and from
here they may descend the mountain by running toboggan
guided by two meno These men are experienced and there is no
danger; towards the end of the run they will probably ask for
a glass ofwine.

Beyond the Monte the road ascends to Terreiro da Luda,
4i m., 9 kms.; 2,873 ft., amid pines, euca.lyptus and an occa­
sional cork·oak. There is a splendid panorama oC Puncha! Bay.
A monument has been erected here to Our Lady of Peacc.
Terreiro de Lucta Restaurant and Windsor Tea Room.

Terreiro da Lucia, owing to the time factor. is generally the
limit of excursions made by Mail Ship passengers. They may
return from here to Punchal by loboggan.

The road beyond climbs on through grassy country, and
crosses a bridge to the left of which is another Murray Stone
(see note on fountain at Monte Church).

Froro near the surnmit of Poiso Pass a road turos east to
Santa da Sena and another leads west towards Pico Arieiro (see
page .53).

The top oC the Poiso Pass, 9 m., 14 kms., 4,.592 n., affords
fine views lo both nortb and south oC the lsland.

From Poiso the road winds through open country with fine
mountain views and descends into the vaUey oC Ribeiro Frio.
13 m.. 20 kms. ; 2,624ft. OppositetheCasadeCha(TeaHouse)
a wide and safe levada path leads left to the Batc.ao (viewpoint)
in about 15 minutes. Visilors should follow the Cootpath which
diverges right from the levada and lcads in one or two minutes
10 the Balcony. This atroeds a superb view with the Metade
Stream flowing over its s100y bed more than a thousand feet
below one's Ceet; while aboYe tower the lofty surnmits oí
Pico Arieiro, Pico Ruivo and the jagged pinnacles of the Torres.
Growing a10ng the nx:ky sides of the levada path are fiowers
and plants of interest to botanists.

TIte Forestal Department has established a trout hatchery,
and the fish introdueed into the rivulet, Ribeiro Frio. They may
be fished on obtaining a permit froro the Forestal Dept.
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The road descends and passes through the Acbada de Cedro
Gordo. tben crosses tbe closely cultivated Metade VaUey, and
c1imbs to the Cnainhas Pass and hantlet on the ridge betweell
the Metade and Ribeiro seco Ravines (cross on hill). The route
passes the Casa de Cha do Faial, a guest house commanding
good views. 00 the right is seen the church o( Sao Roque do
Faial. The route then approaches the enormous and preci­
pitous rack, PenIla d'Aguia (The Eagle's Eyrie), 1,935 {r. The
ascent of the rack is not easy and it is rarely yisited except by
peasants who go up to colleet fodder and wood.

The route continues downward and at the foot of the deseent
passes the turning to the right to Porlo da Cruz. Beyond the
bridge the three raYines unile and reach lhe sea at the westem
foot of the Pecha d'Aguia. From the bridge the old road climbs
in a series of zigzags to tbe church of Faial. 21 m., 33 kms.,
433 n. The motor road passes round and aboye the Faial
village to the Cortado Ridge. Along the road are balcony
viewpoints.

At the top oC the aseent tbe road turns tbrough a cut in the
ridge and Santana comes inlo view. The motor road continues
past smal1 ravines flanked by beautiful· fern-covered cliffs.
Native Jaurels, ti! and lily-of·th~valley trees (clerhra arborea)
are found in tbis vicinity.

Santana, 25 m., 39 kms. 1,440 ft., is a pleasant village witb
f1.ower-edged roads., an old church with a small public garden
adjoining, and a pension, where lunch can be obtained if ordered
in advance. It is much frequented in sum.mer on account of its
coolclirnate.

From Santana a road runs south-west to Queimadas (Rest
House), 2; m., 4 kms.; 2,952 ft., whence the aseent of Pico
RlÚl'o, 6,104 n. (The PurpJe Peak) may be made in three hours.
There is a Rest House on Pico Ruivo. Tbe aseent is a steep,
rough walk without danger, but a guide is necessary. It is
possible to spend the night at Pico Ruivo and to ascend the peak
at dawn so as to see the sunrise. Pennission to use the Rest
House rnust be obtained [rom tbe Official Tourjst Bureau.

Beyond SantaDa to the westward the route continues te thc
villages of 810 Jorge, 30 m., 48 kms.; and Arco de 810 Jorge.
36 01., 57 kms.; Boave:utunt and $áo Vfcente.
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On rcturning from Santana the visitor sholl1d take the road
which runs round the Coot oC tlle Penha d'J\guia to Porto da
Cnz, 24! m., 39 kms. from Punchal. Thi3 village lies en tbe
seashore and has a small beach with dark volcanic sand.

From Porto da Cruz the road c1imbs again to the Portela Pass,
20 m., 3S kms., Croro Funchal, 2,027 ft. From here there are
magnfficem views. Nonhwards is the rack oC Penha d'Aguia
and tbe village of Porto da Cruz on the sbore; westwards on
the far side oC the Penha d'Aguia is Faial witb its church, and
aboYe ís the Cortado Ridge; and farther west are the sununits
oC Pico Ruivo, tbe Torres and Pico Arieiro,

Be10w the pass tbe road Collows the west side oC the valley
to Machico. About half-way down a branch oC the motor road
climbs up to the Santo da Sena, 19 m., 30 kms., from Funchal ;
2,214 n., in open moorland country. The village has a pension
and many Funcbal residents have tbeir coutltry houses bere.
The attractions are its cooler climate and the beautifully situated
nine-hole course oC me Santa da Serra Golf Club (see a1s0 p. 32)

Visiton to Santo da Serra should see tbe charming old foulltain
(much neglected) which lies below a bridge at the foot oC aflight
of steps. On eitber side oC the fountain are circular stone seats ;
and cut into the moss-covered walls are sorne seventy names,
mostly ofBritish rcsidents and visitors. They bear dates raoging
over more than a huodred years from 1707, relics of forgotteo
people, passing ships and old romances.

Santo da Serta is the junction for a numbee oC motor roads.

Camacha. 7;' m., 12 kms. from Funchal; 2,296 n., is tbe
centre of the osier industry where the well·known Madeira
wicker~work is made and visiters may see tbe workshops.
Camacba has a mueh drier climate than tbe Monte or Santo
da Serra. and it is popular as a place of summer residence.

The toad back to Punchar passes aboYe the famous Quinta do
PaIheiro, 1,800 ft., originally the property of a Portuguese
nobleman, tbe Count do Carvalhal. lt is now a private residence,
but visiten interestod in seeing the gardens may obtain permits
to do so on days other tban Saturdays, Sundays and holidays,
at a cost of 5$00 a bead in aid oC local charities. Apply to the
Offices of Messrs. Blandy Brothers & Co. Lda.
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Below the turn off to Santo da serra, tbe road contmues down
the Machico VaUey to tbe pleasant little town of Macl1ico,
17! m., 28 kms. from Funchal. It Hes On a smaU bay with a
harbour and fishing industry. There is ao old fort in tbe town
dated 1706, a bandstand., a pension, a tea-room (Paradise), and
achurch.

The romantic JegelJd of Machin is closeJy linke<! witb Macruco,
and is briefty as follows :-

Rohert Machin, an Englishman who live<! in tbe reign of
Edward HI, fell in love with Ana d'Arfet; her Cather, however,
had other plans for his daughter's marriage. The young couple
therefore made their way to Bristol and embarked in a ship for
Brittany. The vessel was swept southward in a gale, and eventu­
ally arrived in a bay off an unknown island. They landed to
refresh themselves, but a sudden storm occurred and the vessel
and part of her crew were carrie<! out tQ sea and lost. Ana,
overcome by this disaster. died, and Machin burle<! her undee a
cedar tree. He died a few days rater and was buried in the same
grave. The survivors of the crew built themselves a boat and
made tbeir way to tbe African ceast, where they were capture<!
and sold as sIaves in Morocco. The story is that one escaped
and that it was from him that Zarco first beard oC Madeira.
Zarco sailed te the Istand; named Machico after Macbin: and
built a chape] where the cedar tree had stoOO. This chapel (fae
side of stream passing through tbe village) was destroyed by
flood and rebullt in 1804; in it was preserve<! until recently
a smaU cedar-wood crOM, with a note to the effect that it was the
remains of Machin's Cross and was deposited there in 1825 by
Robert Page. an English resident of Madeira.

The stery has probably little Coundation oC fact, but it is
interesting tbat tire name Machin is stiJl found in BlistoJ, and
that the originallegend carne from Portuguese sources.

J05t after leaving Machico by the motor road te Funchal
a turo right leads up ro tbe Mirador de Francisco AIvares de
Nobrega from which there is a delightful view over the town and
Iigbthouse.

Santa Cruz, 12-l m., 20 kms. from Funchal, is another large
coastal village with an oId clturch and town hall and ftourisbing
fishing industry. Brilliant coIoured 6sh are caugbt here and
despatchcd alive te the Londun Zoological Gardens foc the
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Aquarium. The Santa Catafina Aerodrome lies a little lo the
east of Santa Cruz.

The road passes below the village of Gaula to Porto Noyo,
tbe centre oC the onion growing area. Beyood the village oC
Cani~o, 5! m., 9 kms. from Funchal, 751 n., the road passes
aboYe the high c1iffs of tbe Brazen Head and descends towards
Funcha!. 2 m., 3'5 kms.• before reaching Puncha} is the
Balcony viewpoint known as the Pinaculo (Montanha), 918 n.,
which cornnlands a magnificent view over the city and hay from
the east. especially in the moming. At Canieo is a restaurant,
Jardim do Sol.

To Pico Ariclro, 5,937 ft.

The road turos len just shoet of the surnmit oC the Poiso Pass,
9 m., 14 kms. from Funchal, and continues over grassy country
as rar as the MeteorologicaJ Observatory, 11} m., 18 kms.;
5,228 ft. From here it used to be necessary to proceed on foot,
and the summit of Pico Arieiro, one of the highest peaks in
the Jsland, may be reached in about an honro The aseent is a
rough walk of about I! m. over opeo ground, quite without
danger. By making a shoet deviation to the south, one may see
ao old ice·house (circo 1800), which consists oC a deep pit,
covered by a domed roof (dangerous to eoter), wherein winter
snow used to be storcd from nearby drüts. This remained as
a supply of caked ice through the following surnmer for use on
the tables of the wealthy inhabitants. A motor road to the
Pico was completed in 1961 but is still unpaved (mid-1962) from
the Observatory to the Pico and not usable in wet weather.

The view from the Pico Arieiro is magnificent on a c1ear day.
On three sides there are enormous ravines and precipices.
beyond which cisc the rocky peaks of the central ridge of the
IsJaod.

From the beacoo en Arieiro a rough path leads eastwards.
passing through the nearby rocky ridge., to disclose a magni­
ficent panorama to the north<ast.

To the Grand CurraI.

The motor road climbs through the thickly-populated parisb
oC Sio Antonio, with its large twin-tO'lVered church, 10 the paint
known as the Midshipmen's Curral, whence there is a splendid
view over the Soccorridos Ravine. Its Englisb name is due lo
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the slory that Midshipmen used to hire horses lo ride out to lhe
Grand Curral, but the horse boys. who went on foct, used to
pretend tbat this was the Grand Curral-which is actually
considerably farther on-in order lo reduce their own excrtions.
Other views of the Soccorridos Ravine are passed and the road
ends at 91 m., 14 kms. at the Rita do Senado whence a short
aseent by a path takes the visitor in a few minutes lo the summit
of the Pico do Serrado, 3,365 ft.

It is advisable just before tbe swnmit to fol1ow tbe path along
the ridge extending towards the ravine as far as the balcony, from
which a muc:h extended view is obtained. including Pico Ruivo,
the highest point of the Island. From bere ORe may see sorne
of the wüdeBt scenery in Madeira. The Curral Village, seen
a thousand feet below, is in a great hollow surrounded by
sorne of the lsland's loftiest peaks, and the river, a thousand
Ceet below thevillage, escapes into the Soccorridos Ravine througb
an exceedingly narrow passage. A zig-zag footpath said to have
25 hairpin bends descends to the village from near the cae
terminus. A new eoad descends to tbe picturesque Curral
Village, 1,200 ft. below, in about 2t In. The scenery is fine and
the road passes through two mountain spun by tunnels of
about 500 and 400 yards respectively. This is a very good
excursion.

On the retum journey a short deviation may be made lo
Pico dos Bareelos, 3i m., 6 kms. from Funchal, 1.164 n., a
viewpoint aboYe and soutb of Santo Antonio Church.

The round trip te fue Eira do Serrado, out via Santo Antonio
and returo via Pico dos Barcelos, allowing for stops, may be done
in tbree hours. However, it is not advisable for tbrough.
passengers in theMail Vessels to attempt this excursion.

The Grand Curra! is also referred te as the Curral das Freiras,
and ofien appears tbus on maps.

To the West oí Madeira by Sea
Well-found diesel launches lcave Funcbal Pier for points

along the soutbern coast of Madeira as far west as !he viUage of
Paul do Mar. No foad is obtainable on board. Toilets available.

The Iaunch retums tbe same day (see p. 17) and tbe journey
normally QCCupies about four hours each way. The retum fare
is very modesto 22$00 (Ss. 6d.), and tbe coast sceneIY is very
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fine ineleed. The launch lows rowing boats which convey
passengers between it and the landing steps ofthe seveo slopping
p'-.

The first call is at the village of Cimara de Lobos, 41 m.,
7 kms.• where the launch enters the attraetive little harbour.
Beyond this she passes undec the gigantic cliffs of Cabo Girio,
and visilors rnarvel at the inaceessible spots to which peasants
climb io order lo cultivate a few square yards of soil. Many
interesting rock fonnations are soco, aU due to volcanic aetion.

From Campanúio Landiog, 8 m., 13-5 kms., the peasants
climb by steps and stcep paths lo the village oC Campanário,
sorne 1,000 n. aboYe.

At RJbeira Sra.,a, 9! m., J6'1 kms., is a pleasant view oC the
village and oC fue ravine which leads up lo the mouotains oC the
interior.

Ponta do Sol, 12 m., 20·3 kms., basa wel1 constructed landing
place. This is built at tbe foot oC a &t vertical rock. which has a
central boss oC slone from which cracks radiate; it is supposcd
lo resemble the sun and gives the place its name.

Faja. do Mar. J5 m., 24·8 kms., is the landing place Cor this
regioD, including Madelena do Mar and Arco da Calheta.
Another landing place, Calheta Pier, 16! m., 21'8 kms., serves
tbe village of Calheta which lies a Iittle farther to the west.
Beyond this tbe launch passes, but does oot call at, the village of
Jardim do Mar, 19! m., 32·4 kms., where tbere are well-terraced
hillsides overlooking tbe sea, lo the terminus at the Iarge village
of PauI do Mar, 21 m., 34·4 kms. This stands 00 a laodslip at
the foot of high c1iffs.

GeneraUy tbere is time foc visilon lo go ashore at Paul do Mar
before the launch commences her return joumey; bowever, it
is probably pleasanter lo stay on board and eat ooe's lunch.
A most precipilous path leads from the village te Prazeres sorne
1,800 fl. aboye.

To the Fast of Madeira by Sea
Excursions by launch 10 Prainba Beacb are arranged occasioo­

aUy by hotels Coc the benefit of theic guests.
The launch from Funchal passc:s the Fort of SAo Thiago lo the

east of the city, dating from 1614 and now used as an Artillery
Barracks. At Jt m., 5,5 kms., the launch passes bclow the sheer
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cliffs (459 n.) of lhe Braz.en Head (Cabo do Garajiio), on lhe
surnmit oC which (925 Ct.) is a large figure oC Christ with arms
extended. Severa! old Corts are situated along the coast between
Funchal and Machico. presumably because landing on this coast
is less difficult than elsewhere.

4i m., 7·3 kms. Crom Funchal is Ponta OHvclra. and 00 its
western side are the steps oC the landing for Canic;o. This is a
great onion-growing region and about 5,000 tons are exported
annually. Just beyond is the Friar's Cave where a remarkable
statue·like rock stands in the entrance lo a lava cave beside
lhesea.

Ponta de Atalaya. 5i m., 9'3 kms., is a conspicuous headland
of considerable geological ¡nterest. Here. resulting from marine
erosion, is displayed a cross sectioo of a volcanic cone witb a
plug of lava in its tbroa!, which is bordered by the ashes forlDiog
the sides of the piJe. lt belongs lo the younger series oC
erupUoDS in Madeira, of which there are other examples in tbe
neighbourhood.

Tbe Porto Novo StePS are 7 m., 11 kms. Beyond tbe point
Gaula Church is secn sorne distance up the slopes.

Santa Cruz, 9 m., 14'3 kms., is a large village at the foot of
the slopes leading up lo the santo da Serra. Just beyond the
Ianding is the old fort, now used as a prison.

Macblco, Ili m., 18'6 kms., lies io a well protected hay faeios:
south-easl.

From Macruco a new road has been constructed to Canic;al
a village former!y difficuIt of access except by sea. Distance
Machico to CaniC;aJ, including a tunnel half a mile long, 5 miles.
Tbe road continues a further ha1f miIe to the Whaling Statioo.

Tbe excursion to the FossiJ Beds may be made by rowing
boat from Machico iD about an hour if the weather is suitable,
or on foot from tbe Whaling Station.

Beyond Machico distances by sea from Funchal are Cani~I,

lJ.i m., 18'6 kms. and Prainha Beach. 15 m., 23'8 kms. At
Prainha is a sandy beach much appreciated by bathers.

The peninsula here is only about half a mile wide and on the
far side are the Foss1l Beds. Here are casts moulded on the
former vegetation; the beds also contaio quantities of land shells
of kinds now extinct.
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CANARY ISLANDS
Geognphic:al: The Canary Archipelago C005ists oC seven main

islands lyint between latitudc:a 21" 44" to ~.. 15~ N .• aod
longitudes Uo 26' to I'r sr W. Fuertcventura lies Ies.s lOOn
60 miles from the Mrican coast al Cape: Juby. with Hierro and
Gomera sorne 200 m. farther west.

2,110
6,435

12,152

4,400
7,a71
4,990

13.632
395,111
172,041

29,942
68,238

7,441

283

1&8
591
195
148
280
109

The íslands from cast to west are :-

Sq. miles Populatíon Híghest roíot
(1959) (("")
36,580 2,244Lanzarote .. ..

(with six small satcllites)
Fuertcventura
O<and CanMy
Teneriffe .
0o",,",
La Palma ..
Hierro

All tbese islands~ oC '101canic origin and, with thc exception
oC Grand CaDary and Fuerteventura, have erupted in historical
times. Thc most recent were Teneriffe in 1909 and La Palma
in 1949.

A legend states that che Canarie:s are aU tnat nlmaIDs oC the
Lost Continent oC Atlaneis, described in two oC Plato's Dialogues.
Another theory is chat chey once (oerned part oC tbe African
mainland.

Tbe eastem islands. Laruarote and Fucrteventura are Jow­
lying and composcd largel)' of descrt and extmct volcanoes.
'The western islands, bowevc:r, including Grand Canary. are a1l
mountainous with peaks varying (oom 4,400 ft. in Gomera to
over J2,000 ft. in Teneriffe. Por the most part tbey are weU·
watered and fertile thougb tbere are stretcbes oC de:sert·likc
country in 'oolh GraneS Canary and Teoeriffe.
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Governmenl: The Canary Islands are regarded as part ofSpain,
not as a Colony, and canarios (inhabitants ol the islands) refcr
lo the mainland of Spain as "The Peninsula." The captain­
General of the Islands has his headquarters in Teneri1fe. TIte
islands ofTeneriffe, La Palma, Gomera and Hierro are regarded
as one provinre, and Grand canary, Fuertevenlura and Lan.
zarote as another, each undet a Civil Governor who represents
the Government. The !sland Councils (Cabildo Insular),
similar in functions lo British Counly Councils, are in charge of
the inlerc:sts of the Islands.

Las Palmas, capital of the Ptovince of Grand Canary, is
a very busy Spanisb seaport, and one of the largest oil bunker·
ing ports in the world. 1t Hes 1,548 sea miles from Soutbampton,
262 m. from Funchal, Madeira, and 4,426 m. from Cape Town.
For distances between the islands see Map at end of bool:..

Santa Cruz de Tenerife is capital of (he Pro\'ince of Tcneritfe.
52 m. N.N.W. ofLas Palmas.

Climate: Metoorological !ables, taken al 3pproximately sea
leve!, are given on Ihe following pages for Las Palmas and Santa
Cruz de Tenerife. Generally speaking, ahe jslands to the west
oC Grand Canary rcceive more rain; those lo the cast near the
African coast receive very litde.

Prom the tables iI w.ill be seen Ihat there is small variation of
temperature, the mean for Las Palmas being 67·rF. in January,
the coolest month, and 76·4°F. in November, the warmest.
Similar!y the range in Santa Cruz de Tenerife is from about
63·S°F. in January and Februarr, to about 77-3°F. in August.

Tbe raiofal1 io Las Palmas js about 5·5 inches. and in Santa
Cruz about 9·5 ¡nches, falling on 39 and SI days respectively.

There is virtually no rainfal1 in either city during June, July
and August.

HounofsUllshine in LasPalmasare from 5·39 bours in January
to 10·23 in June; and in Santa Cruz from 5'45 in December to
JI·OS in July.

The winter seasOD. which attracts large numbers of visitors
froID Europe, extends ~rom November lo mid-April inclusive
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when the islands are at their gayest. It is usually possible to
bathe al! tt.e year mundo

Durins: the winter month, wind and c10ud <:onditions may
sometimes interrupt air services between the islaods. etc.

The sununer heat is never c.xe:essive, c.xapt perhaps on thosc
few days when the levante wind b10ws acrou froro the sabara.
A curious feature of these wiods is that while they are bJowing
the heat increases with the altitude if one travds inland. 1bey
are aIro supposed to blow for an odd nwnber of days.---one day
or lhree, but not two. GeneraUy, however. the summer months
have much to commend them: it is warmer for bathing, and
conditions are better foc expeditions into the mountains and for
visits to the other islands.

METEOROLOGICAL TABLES

Las Palmas

Rainfall totals 136-8 mms.=S·] in. falliDI on 39 days.
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Santa Cruz de Tetltrife

SuNsKlNE
SRAO' No. Houu

TlMPEllA"JURE RAIN DAlLYo, -DmMoan Mean
Moan m/m Moan

M",_ Min. A......

lanuary •• 68·7"F. SS·S"F. 6)-S·F_ 29-' 6 5'5"
February.. 68·7"F. 5S·3"F. 6J.S"P. 3"'7 6 6-4<)
Much 70-8·F. 59·2"F. 64·9"F. 24-8 S 6·4<)
April .. 72,""F. 6O·S"F. 66·S"F. 14·S • 8-4<)
M"Y 74·S"F. 62·6"F. 68·soF_ 7-6 2 9-20
June 78·6"F. 6S·6"F. 72·1"P. 0-6 O 10'15
July 83·S"F. 68·rF. 7S·6"F. O-! O U-OS
August 84·7"F. 7O-o"F. n·3"F. O·! O 10·30
September SI-8"P. 69·S"F. 75·7"F. 1-8 2 7,55
Octobcr .. 7S·6"P. 67'¡'''F. 73·2"F. 27-7 6 6'15
November 7J·9"F. 64·S"P. 68·9"P. 5<)-7 10 6<lO
D=mb<, 7O·¡"P. 6O·4"F. 65-3"F. 5<)-) 10 HS

RainfaI! to13Is 243-8 mms.=9·6 ins. faDingon 51 days

Flora and Fa.... 1l1ere are public gardens at both Las
Palmas and Santa Cruz de TeneriCe with good displays oC
f10wcn and f10wering tetes. The Garden oC Acelimatisation
near Orotava. is mcotioned later. Among tbe interesting local
trees are the tiI (laurel), several paIms, dragan trees, Canary
Island pines, night-f1owering cactus, etc.

Over 200 spocies of buds have bcen collected, about 75 of
whicb breed in the Islands (see Bibliography). Therc are no
mammals apart rrom thase introduccd. no soakes, hut numerous
Iizards. iocluding the famous lizard of Hieno, mentioDCd latero

l..aog1Iap: Spanish is thc language of tbc Canary Islands.
En¡Iish is understood in boteb in and Mar Las Palmas. in Santa
Cruz de Tenerife and Puerto de la Cruz, and in many shops in
Las Palmas and Santa Cruz. It is scldom understood in tbe
countI)' districts oc in any of tbe otber five islands, except in tbe
botels in Arrecife and at La Palma, and a Spanish pbrasc book..



can be very userul. French is sometimes underslood when
En¡l.ish is Dot. Tbe whistling languagc of Gomera is dcscribCld
in the scction dealing with that island.

'I1tt: I*bitmtsoftheCanary Islandsa.re thedesceodantsofthe
original Guanches and thcit Spanish conqucrors.

Mention of thcir foIk dances, wrestling and other local sports
wiIJ be made farther oo.

Every eveDing between 7 and 8 p.m., as in most Spanish towns
aOO villa~ ttowds oC young pcople parade slowly up and
down a certain street or square, the men and girb beinl in
separate Itoups. 1bis is known as the " paseo ", and mcetings
on thcsc occasions oftco (cad to marriage.

Hútory. Tbe Canartes, somctimc:s callcd the Portunate
ls1es, are belicved lO have beco known 10 tbe Carthaginians
3,000 ycars ago. The modero history, however, dates from the
Courtcenth oentUl)', wheo many adventurers visited them but
none attempted conquest.

In 1402, lean de Bctbencourt, a Norman, tittod out an expedi.
tion which succ:eedod in oc:cupying Lanzarote witbout opposi.
tion, aod sooo arter, witb thc support of Heory III of Castille,
he mana¡ed to secure for Castillc the islands of Fuerteventura,
Gomera and Hierro. Grand Cana.ry was fioal1y captured by
Spain in 1483, La Palma in 1492, and Teneriffe in 14%.

Lan2arote suffered a oumber oC attacks by Moors who oocu­
pied it botb in 1569 and 1586. The Islands have also betn
attaclted by both English and Dutc:b with varyiDg lack of
sucoess, the best lrnown being Nelson's repulse al TcneriJfe
in 1797. Sinoe thcn, until Geoeral Franco', National Rising.
which commenced io tbe Islands in 1936, their history has beco
comparatively uneveotful.

e...trJ Oogs: Jt is said Ibat the name of tbe isla.nds comes
froro the Latin, C4tlis: a dog, because of thc large and savagc
dogs found there. Tbe coonection seems remole but there were
sorne fierce dogs of a variet)' stiU bred in Fuerteventura, and
mentiooed under that island.
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Sea Travel: Vessels or many Shipping Companies. both
British and Foreisn, caJl at Las Palmas and/or Teneriffe.
1be Unlon-CastleMail Sttarnship Company, Ltd., which serves
South and East Afries. has the largest number of passengtr
vessels calling at the Canary IsIands. Their eight luxurious
liners io the South Arrican mail servioe (25,554 to 37,640 toos)
eaU at Las Palmas and provide a regular fortnishtly service.
Northbound, certain vessels provide calls additional to this
fortnightly schedule. For the regular fortnightly calls botb nortb·
bound and southbound vessels arrive on altemate Monday
mornings. The ships making the additional call northbound
arrive on Sunday eveníng. Oepartures {rom Southampton
are at 4 p.m. on altemate Thursdays.

Tbe R.oyal Mail Lioes, Ud. have several passenger vessels
rrom England whieh caIl at Las Palmas in tfleir South American
service.

Other British Lines whose passenger vessels from the Vnited
Kingdom can at the Canaries are the Elder Dempster Lines,
Ltd. (West Arricao Service): Shaw Savill Line (South Arrica
and Australia}; ElkrmaD Bucknall Lioe (South and East
Mrica); and Blue Star Line (South America).

Both the Naviera Amar S.A. (Spanish) and the Fred Dlseo
Line (Norwegian) carry a limited number or passengers between
Lendon and the Canaries. Other Foreign Lines inelude
German, Belgian. Argeotine. Danish. Freneh, Hallan and
Swedish vessels, opcrating mainly from Continental parts.

CompaDia TrasmeditetTanea-8panish Lines:-This Company
provides the principal sea communications between the Canaries
and ports in the Spanisb Peninsula, together with tl':e Jntu·
Island Services.

lnter-Island Service:-There is a daily service between
Las Palmas and Santa Cruz de Teneriff"e (52 miles).
Departures are usuaUy at mídnight widl a 7 a.m. arrival.
There are at least tbree saiJings a week. eaeh way, between
Tenerilfe and Santa CrtlZ de La Palma.
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SERVICE No. 1 Las Pal~-Arrecife (Lanzarote)
Las Palmas-Teneriffe
Teneriffe-La Palma

Per" CIUDAD DE HUESCA "2,888 Tons
Arrivals Departures

LAS PALMAS MondayS 07.00 Mondays 21.00l
ARREOFE .. Tuesdays 08.00 Tuesdays 2U)() I
LAS PALMAS Wednesdays 08.00 Fridays 09.00 r Odd
TENERIFFE.. Fridays 15.00 Fridays 21.00 I weeks
LA PALMA .. Saturdays 08.00 Saturdays 21.00 I
TENERIFFE.. Sundays 08.00 Sundays 24.00 j

LAS PALMAS Mondays 07.00 MondaYs 21.00")
ARRECIFE .. Tuesdays 08.00 TuesdaYS 21.00 I
LAS PALMAS Wednesdays 08.00 Thursdays 24.00 rEven
TENERlFFE.. Fridays 07.00 Fridays 21.00 I weeks
LA PALMA .. Saturdays 08.00 Saturdays 21.00 I
TENERlFFE.. Sundays 08.00 Sundays 24.00 j

SERVICE No. 2 La Palmas--Teneriffe
Las Palmas-Puerto del Rosario (Fuerteven­

tura) Arrecife (Lanzarote)
Per " LEON y CASTIT..LO" 1,480 Tons

Arrivals

LAS PALMAS
TENERIFFE. . .. Mondays J9.00
LAS PALMAS .. Tuesdays 07.00
PUERTO ROSARlO WednesdayS 08.00
ARRECIFE . .. Wednesdays 16.00
LAS PALMAS .. Thursdays 1J.()()

TENERIFFE. . .. Saturdays 07.00
LAS PALMAS .. Saturdays 15.00
ARRECIFE . .. Sundays 08.00
LAS PALMAS .. Mondays 08.00
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Departures

Mondays 13.00
Mondays 24.00
Tuesdays ,8.00
Wednesdays J2.()()
Wednesdays 21.00
Fridays 24.00
saturdays 09.00
Saturdays 18.00
Sundays 18.00



LA PALMA.
TENERIFFE.. .. Tuesdays 09.00
LAS PALMAS .. Wednesdays 07.00
ARRECIFE .. .. Fridays 08.00
PUERTO ROSARIO Fridays 18.00
LAS PALMAS .. Saturdays 10.00
TENERIFFE. . . Sundays 07.00
LA PALMA. .. Monday 09.00

SERVlCE No. 3 Las Pahnas-Teneriffe
Teneriffe-La Palma

Las Palmas-Anecife (Lanzarote) Puerto
del Rosario (Fuerteventura)

Per " aUDAD DE MAHON " 2,150 Tons

Mondays 21.00
Tuesdays 24.00
Thursdays 18.00
Fridays 13.00
Fridays 22.00
Saturdays 24.00
SWldayS 21.00

SERVICE No. 4 Teneritre-San Sebastian (Gomera}­
Valverde (Hierro)

Teneriffe-Las Palmas

Per" LA PALMA" J,503 Tons Capacity:

Arriva/s Deparrures

TENERIFFE
GOMERA
YALVERDE
GOMERA
TENER.IFFE ..
GOMERA
VALVERDE
GOMERA ..
TENERlFFE..
LAS PALMAS
TENERIFFE..

Tuesdays 24.00
.. Wednesdays 08.00 Wednesdays 12.00
.. Wednesdays 18.00 Wednesdays 24.00
.. Thursdays 06.00 Tbursdays lUlO
.. Thursdays 20.00 Thursdays 24.00
.. Fridays 08.00 Fridays 12.(lO
.. Fridays 18.00 Fridays 24.00
.. Saturdays 06.00 Saturdays 12.00
.. Saturdays 20.00 Saturdays 24.00
.. Sundays 07.00 Sundays 24.00
.. Mondays 07.00
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SERVICE No, 5 Las Palmas-TenerilJe

Teneriffe-San Sebastian (Gomera)-La
Palma-Valverde (Hierro)

Las Palmas-Puerto del Rosario (Puerteven­
tura}-ArreciCe (Lanzarote)

Per .. VIERA Y CLAVIlO" 1,465 Tons

GOMERA .. Mondays 08.00 Mondays 11,(0)
LA PALMA . Mondays 18.00 Mondays 24.00
VALVERDE . Tuesdays 07.00 Tuesdays 11.00
GOMERA . .. Tuesdays 18.00 Tuesdays 22.00
TENERIFFE .. Weds. 08.00 Thurs. 24.00 Odd
LAS PALMAS .. Fridays 07.00 Fridays 18.00 weeks
PUERTO ROSARIO Sats. 08.00 Sats. 10.00
ARRECIFE . Sats. 15.00 Sats. 18.00
LAS PALMAS .. Sundays 08.00 Sundays 11.00
TENERIFFE .. Sundays 18.00 Sundays 22.00J

GOMERA . .. Mondays 08.00
LA PALMA .. Mondays 18.00
VALVERDE . Tuesd.ays 07.00
GOMERA .. Tuesdays 18.00
TENERIFFE . Weds. 08.00
LAS PALMAS .. Thurs. 07.00
PUERTO ROSARIO Sats. 08.00
ARRECIFE .. Sa15. 15.00
LAS PALMAS .. Sondays 08.00
TENERIFFE .. Sundays 18.00

Monday, lUlO)
Mondays 24.00
Tuesdays 11.00
Tuesdays 22.00
Weds. 24.00 Even
Fridays 18.00 weeks
Sats. JO.OO
Sats. 18.00
Sundays 11.00
S\Uldays 22.00.

Vessels go alongside quays at al1 the above ports.

The vessels employed in these services are clean and
well-run and, for their smaU tormage, quite comfort­
able. There is a buffet bar, but passengers would usually
take their meaIs on shore except when visiting!he islands oC
Fuerteventura, Gomera and Hierro. Properly served
meaIs are available if ordercd in advance.

Tourists travelling overnight are advised to travel first
class, the Cares Cor which, as will be seen below. are quite
moderate. Ordinary 6rst class generally provides a two-
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bcrth cabin with bedding; first class .. preferencia" is a
~wo-berth cabin with a toilet and washbasin (rccommerJded
when avaílable); finl class .. lujo" accommodation is
available only in some oftbe largcr vesse.1s from Spain, aOO
includes a bathroom and possibly a sitting room.

lJIl:er 151:1. Fues (subjcct to aJteration)

FROM LAS PALMAS TO:
Sea Air,,, 20d Single Return

Tenerifl'e Ptas. 178.00 116.55 280.00 504.00
Santa Cruz Palma 281.00 196.30 635.00 1,143.00
Arrecife 178.00 lIó.55 525.00 945.00
Puerto del Rosario 152.25 106.25 395.00 711.00
San Sebastian 229.50 170.55
Valverde 229.SO 170.55

FROM TENERIFFE ro:
Santa Cruz PaIm.a
Arrecife
Puerto del Rosario
San Sebastian
Vatverde

229.50 170.55
229.50 170.55
229.50 170.55
178.00 129.35
203.75 129.35

355.00 639.00
805.00 1,149.00
675.00 1,215.00

NOTE: Higher rales apply ror tn\llel in Ihe "Cuidad de
Hucsca",viz.:-

From Las Palmas From Teneriffe

TO ,,, 2nd ,,, 20d

Teneriffe Plas 315.00 171.00
Santa Cruz Palma 488.00 291.00 401.00 263.00
Arrecife 401.00 263.00 459.00 297.00
Puerto del Rosario 401.00 263.00 459.00 297.00

There is no reduction on relurn tdels by sea. A charge is made
by the Airways ror lhe bus froro Las Palmas or Santa Cruz de

Tenerilfe lo the Alrporl.
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Wednesdays 20.00

Weekly

DepaT/Jlres

SatW"days 17.00
Mondays 15.0008.00Mondays

Wednesday 08.00

Express Service Barcelona-Canary Islands.
Arri~Qls

Barcelona
Cadiz
Las Palmas

(orTeneriffe)
Teneriffe

(or Las Palmas).. Wednesday 24.00 Thursday 24.00
Las Palmas

(orTeneriffe) Fridays 07.00 Fridays 24.00
Malaga Mondays 07.00 Mondays 11.00
Barcelona Tuesdays 17.00

These vessels sail one week direct from Cadiz te Las
Palmas and returo via Teneriffe. and tlle nex! direct
rrom Cadiz to Teneriffe and retum via Las Palmas.
The voyage between Cadiz and Las Palmas takes 41 houes.

Weekly
Deparfures

Fridays p.m.
Saturdays 10.00
Tuesdays 20.00
Wed.nesdays 23.00
Thursdays 23.00
rridays 24.00
Saturdays 20.00
íuesdays p.m.

Service Seville-Cadiz-Canary Islands.
Arrivals

Seville
Cadiz Saturdays
Las Palmas.. Mondays 17.00
Teneriffe Wednesdays 01.00
La Palma Thursdays 08.00
Teneriffe Fridays 08.00
Las Palmas. . Saturdays 07.00
Cadiz Tuesd.ays 07.00
Seville Tuesdays p.m.

This service is operated with two 3,000 ton vessels.

Barcelona-Canary lslands via Spanish Mediterranean Ports
Fortnightly operated with two 2,500 ton motor vessels.

Barcelona Dep. Wednesdays Midnight
Tarragona Thursday P.M.
Valencia. Fridays P.M.
Alicante . Sunday Evening
Cartagena Monday Evening
Almeria . Tuesday Evening
Malaga Wednesday Evening
Ceuta Thursday Evening
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Las Palmas
Tenerítfe ..
La Palma
Teneriffe •.
LasPaJmas
Malaga
Alicante.
Valencia ..
Barcelona

Dep. Monday
Tuesday
W""",,",y
Thunday
Friday
""'day
ThUBday
Friday
Sahuday

Midnigbt
Evening
Evening
Midnight
Evcning
Evening
Evening
Evening
A.M.

North of Spain-Canary Islands service. Fortnigbtly
Bilboa Dep. Wednesday
Gijon Thursday
Villagarcia Saturday

~~palmas A;r. ~~:~y
Las Palmas Dep. Monday
Teaeriffe . . Arr. 1Uesday
Teneriffe . • . Oep. Wednesday
Las Palmas Arr. Thursday
Las Palmas Dep. Tbursday
Vigo Dep. Tuesday

~N~:o .. Á;r. ~~i::y
Pasajes •. Dep. Wednesday
Santander Thunday
La Coruna Saturday

j~:~iffe . A;r. ~~~y
Teneriffe . . Dep. Monday
Las Palmas Arr. Tuesday
Las Palmas Dep. Wednesday
Teneriffe . Arr. Thunday
Teneriffe . . Dep. Thursday
La Coruna Dep. Tuesday
Santander Dep. Thursday
Pasajes Arr. Friday

Note:-Passage bookings to Spain are accepted three months
prior to date aE s~iljng. Accornmadatjon must be paid for at
the time the booking is made, when the passage ticket will be
issued.
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Compañia Transatlantica Española:-services are operated
between Genoa, ports on the Spanish Mainland, the Canary
Jslands, Venezuela and the West Indies.

PIanning a visit:--Fairly CulJ details are given oC sea and air
services betweeo Madeira, thc Canary Islands, North Mrica,
Spain and Portugal becaU5e oC the wide variety of circular tours
which may be worked out, based on the travel routes betwcen
those Territories and England.

WhiJe the recommended route between EngIand and Madeira
and thc Canaries is by tbe roail ships oC the Vnion-CastJe Line,
their vessels offering the most Cuquent sailings. it should be
pointed out that during the spring and early sununer these vessels
are oCten well booked with passengers Crom South ACrica lo
England, and Crom August to October the bookings Crom
England to South Mrica are equaUy heavy. It follows, thereCore,
that while first class passages are probably available one way or
the other almost al1 the year round, during some months the
resen'ation oC berths in both directions may be difficult. Hence
the suggestions made here Cor travelling one way by sea and
planning a circular tour, are worth careCuJ consideration. The
following suggestions, practicable in either direction, do nol
involve travel in any very small ships:-

(a) Out oC Las Palmas by sea; thence via Teneriffe to MaIaga
by Spanish mail ship, and return lo U.K. via Madrid and
Paris.

(b) Out by sea to Gibraltar (by Union-eastle East African
vessel if available), visil Tangier, Ihence lo Casablanca,
Sidi Uní oc El Aaiun, whence there is an air service to Las
Palmas. Return by sea.

(e) Out by sea and return by sea from Las Palmas in the
Spanish mail vessel via MaJaga te Barcelona., thence
visiting the Balearic Islands and return via Mancilles and
Pans.

(d) Out by sea and cross lo Madeira by one oC the occasional
sailings, thence direct lo England or via Lisbon.

To give an approximate sunnnary of the position, there may
be some difficulty in obtaining first c1ass aocommodation by
Union-CastIe Line to Madeira and Las Palmas from August te
October and December lo lanuary, and Crom tbese islands lo
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England from March to JUT1e. Fint c1ass ~Iurn passages from
England 10 tbe island,s would probably be available in November
n:tumiag in NovembC'r/December, or in June/JuJy ltluming
JuIY/August, but acx:ommodation docs sometimes becomc
available evcn in the bu~t months and it is always worth
making enquiries. Cabin and tourist cla.n a.ccommodation is
&e~lIy rather more difficult to sccure.

It is always adYisable lo malee sea, air aOO hotel booI:ings in
advanoc.

Froro time to time specially reduced retum first class fares are
offered during Ihe summer months by certain sailings.

H is reco~ndcd to lOO traveJJer tOOt having gane as far as
Las Palmas he should also see Teneriffe.

For those who would like to go offthe beaten trad., there are
five other islands in the Canary Archipelago, three of Ihero of
considerable interesl, and all of them seldom visited by English.
speaking visitoT$. As will be secn from the Inter·IsJand sailin¡s,
alrcady delailed, it ts quite easy to n:ach them.

AU the itrneraries suggested aboYe require organising wcll in
advancc, and would be best handled by a good trave! agent.

For sailings between the Canary hJands and Madeira su p. Jf.
It is imperative Iba! passpons shouhl be in order for 811

tetritones it is proposed to visito Tbey $hould also be carried
wben IraYeUing about amon! the various islands..

AlI .sea and .lir strvK:es are of course subject 10 alteration,
and readers should check the details g¡ven before relying on their
accuracy.

AlrTral'el
Iberia Air Unes (Spanish) operate the folJowing services with

Caravelle and Super Conslel1ation planes.
8 services weekly Madrid-Can.:try Jslands (Las Palmas or

Teneriffe).
Madrid-Seville-Sidi Irni-EI Aaiun-las

Palmas.

Teneriffe-Las Palmas-Fueneventura­
Lanzarote.

Tenerilfe-La Palma.
Several service;,¡ daiJy between!..as; Palmas and Tenerjffe.
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A,iadon y Comercio operates a twiee-weekly servk:e :­
Madrid-Casablanca-Las Palmas-Teneriffe and return.
Madrid-Sevil1e-Tenerilfe-Las Palmas and return.

Brltish United Alrways operate frequent non-stop services
between London (Gatwick), Las Palmas and Teneriffe, with
prop.·jet Britannia aircraft providing aocommodation for first
and tourise c1ass passengers.

Spanisb Go,ernment Tourist Offiees are maintained in Las
Palmas, and Santa Cruz de Tenerife and there are local Tourist
Offices at Santa Cruz de la Palma and Arrecife. Their friendly
and capable services are freely al the disposal of visiton seelcing
information and advice.

Clothlng: The most userul clothes for men during the surnmer
are Iigbtweight tropical suits or ligbt sports coats and treusers.
Shorts are not much worn outside tbe hotel grounds by ladies or
gentlemen. In winter ordinary English c10thes are suitable.
Rubber-soled shoes and sun g1asses roay be useru!' Guests often
dress for dinner in tbe luxury hotels, and gentlemen staying in
these will find it convenient, though not essential, to have with
them a dinner jacket, white or black. Ladies will find that
l'hort Crocles l'uit most occal'ionl'. Sl,In hatl' may he bought in
the islands and superior Cootwear is very reasonably priced.

For batbing from the more frequented public beaches men
must wear trunks of tbe .. boxing shorts .. type or costumes with

. skirts. Ladies wear one-piece costumes with skirts. Batbing
wraps are usual if bathers wish to sit about the beach. These
remarks do nOl apply to hotel swimm.ing pools or countr)'
beaches.

sec also note under .. Churches."

Health: Newcomers to aDY of the istands are occasionally
troubled with a scvere colic due to change of foed and conditions,
and it is generally accepted that in order to avoid this it is
advisable to be very moderate in partaking of soft fmit and wine
at the same time, and te avoid undue exposure lo the sun or
excessive fatigue. The use of fruit salts oc other laxatives may be
helpful, and visitors to the smaller Spanish islands should carry
their requirements of these and, if the visit is to be during the
summer, an insect repellent. There is definitely no malaria.
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Drinking water in the larger hotels is perfectly safe. English­
speaking Spanish doctors and specialisls practise in the large
centres.

C11ITenty. The Spanish peseta has f1uctuated considerably, but
at time oC going lo press is Ptas. 168 to the (1 sterling, arate
fixed in JuIy, 1959. Too value of a V.S. dollar is Ptas. 59. The
peseta is divided iolo 100 centavos. The currency is mainly
paper witb notes from Ptas. 5 upwards and metal coios io the
low denominations.

Hotels roa)' charge abont Ptas. 3 in the tI for cashing Travel­
ters' Cheques (abont 4!d.), and visitors are advised 10 cash these
Cheques at the Bank of Spain where the full value will be given.
Tbey should not purchase Spanish currency in excess of their
requirements as they will not, at any rate in Spain, be able to
change it back mto foreign curreocy.

Visitors should consult their Banks before leaving home as to
the best method of obtaining their currency requirements. They
may not tah mto me Canaries more than Pías. JO,OOO each in
Spanish money. Trave1lers' Cheques must be endorsed by the
issuing Bank for External Account, and visitors will be required
to produce their passports when cashing them at the Bank.

While at one time sorne shops and others were prepared to
buy foreign currency at a premium over the official rate, this is no
longer so.

United Kingdom Defence (Ffnance) ReguIations: All sea and
air passages in respect of travel by British ships and aircraft may
be paid for in resident sterling so that the wbole of the tlOO
Forcigo Travel A1lowance to each adult passenger (t70 for
children) is available for use in the Canary Islands. Additional
Coreign exchange may be granted in cases wbere travel is neoessi­
tated by iII-healtb.

HoteIs are graded by the Spanish Tourist Authorities and are
mentioned Iater under the islands in which they are situated.
The luxury hotels in las Pabnas and Santa Cruz de Tenerifc
provide accommodation oC a high standard, and there are many
otbers" at more economical cates which will also be found very
satisfactory. Accommodation suitable for British visitors is
to be foutld in ail (he islands except at Gomera, Fuerteventura
and Hierro, where, however, there are small Spanish pensions
with a daily inclusive tariff equivalent 10 seven or eigbt shillings.
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The Spanish Government Tourist Authorities own and tun
very comfortable inns (Paradores) in Lanzarote, Santa Cruz de
La Palma, Las Cañadas, Teneriffe, and at the Cruz de Tejeda,
Grand Canary (temporarily closed Dec., 1962). These can be
recommended. See o/so under lcod, Teneriffe.

Gratuities: Generally 15 per cent. for service is added 10 all
hotel accounts except at the Paradores, and beyond this it is not
neeessary to give anything except for special aUention. It is,
however, usual to give something lo the men who actuaUy handle
the baggage. Taxi drivers engaged on a long trip do not
nonnally expect anything above the price agreed upon, but on
short journeys where the fares are very low, it is usual to add
a trifle.

Cost of Living: The Canary Islands have a reputation for
cheapness which is sometimes exaggerated. Wages are low and
the charges at small pensions used by the local inhabitants are
sometimes exceedingly roodest; but visi10rs who stay at the
luxury and fint grade hotels, which cater Cor foreign guests. will
find that they pay reasonable prices for what they obtain­
perhaps a HUle below what they would be charged for such
accommodation in most large European centres. However,one
may stay in the comfortable Government-owned Paradores at
ao inclusive charge of Ptas. 255 inc1uding laX, a daY, plus Ptas. 12
on day of arrival only (al time of going to press), and in sorne of
the oountry districts it is possible to have board and lodging for
as liule as eight shillings a day. But (his 'NOuld nor normally
appeal to a British visitor.

Renliog Houses: Furnished villas and flats are scarcc. Intend·
ing residents are strongly advised to stay al an hotel until they
bave found permanent accommodation to suit them.

SboppiDg: Shops in the two principal islands are very good,
and the visitor will be able to purchase al1 ordinary requirements;
but elsewhere stocks are very limited.

Souvenirs of interest to visitors are principally local embroidery
(mostly made in the island of La Palma), Spanish mantillas and
combs, attractive hand·woven curtaining, inlaid woodwork.
basketwork, etc. Large walking-talking dolls are bought by
visi10rs in considerable numbers, and there are also beautifully
made figures of Spanish ladies in typical dresses. Sorne oC the
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cigars made in La Palma are fairly good, but when possible the
advice of a local resident should be sought in buying fuese.
Footwear and bronze and erystal electrie light fittings (made in
Barcelona) are among the best purehases. Sorne sbops stock
oriental goods.

Food: The table in the hotels is generally very good. Cooking
is usually in the Spanish style, often witb olive oil, and food
may be found rather rieher than that to whieh visitors may be
accustomed. Excellent steaks, veal and egg dishes appear
frequentiy on the menus, but are often too underdone to suit
British tastes. TIte expression "bien cocido" (weU cooked)
will be found useful in correeting this tendency.

Hotel meals usually consist of the Continental breakfast of
tea or eoffee, rolls, butter, marmalade, jam, etc., served in the
bedroom or elsewhere at any time between about 8 and 10.30 a.m.
Lunch, a substantial meal, is available from 1 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.,
and dinner, which generally commences at 9 p.m., may continuc
until midnight or later.

Cold meat dishes are not usually popular.

Paella is a palatable rieh dish containing meat, ehicken, sea
food,etc.

Gazpacho, available at most hotels, is a soup made of tomato,
vegetables, etc., flavoured with vinegar. It is eaten cold.

Cocido has a basis of chick·peas wilh the addition of vege­
tables and various meats.

Octopus (calamares) is cooked in various ways, and unless
stipulated otherwise is likely to be an ingredient oC paella.

A popular local dish-unlikely to be offered to a foreign
visitor-is squid cooked in its own black fluid.

Garlic used as a discreet suspicion is quite pleasant, and
visitors are not likely to find it used generously except perhaps in
national dishes or in meals served in small pensions catering
for Spanish guests.

The best wines made in Grand Canary are Vino del Monte,
a dry red wine, and a sweet wine known as Malvasia. There are
al50 the white, dry wines from Lanzarote. Wines from otber
Canary islands are available, also Spanish wines from the
Peninsula.
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Mineral Waters. P1easant natural sparkling waters are largely
used in the Canary Islands and sold bott1ed. Sorne of the best
known are those from Firgas and San Roque. For mineral baths
oSee under Agaele.

Business Hours: Offices are normally open from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. and 3-6 p.m. Sortle finns close at 1 p.m. on Saturday
but shops do noto Shop hours are 9 a.m.-l p.m. and 3-6 p.m.
Many shops, however, open at any time when ships with
passengers aboard are in port, Sundays included.

Public Holidays: Those visiting the Canaries on business are
sometimes inconvenienced by finding offices, etc., unexpectedly
closed owing lo a public holiday or a fiesta, the latter often of a
localcharacter.

Monday is always a quiet day and in sorne respects business
and other activities do not seem lo regain their full momentum
after the weekend untU Tuesday. Monday is the day when
probably there will be DO music in the hotel and museums may
becIosed.

Standard Time in the Canaries is G.M.T., i.e., it is the same
as in England. There is no .. summer time."

Postal Senices: The islands are linked with the airmail routes
of the world. Visitors will be principally concemed with airmail
rates which are al time of going 10 press, per 5 grammes, to
Spain Ptas. 1.25; to Portugal and Gibraltar Ptas. 1.50; to
rest of Europe Ptas. 6.00 up to 5 gr., Ptas. 9,00 up lo 20 gr.
Other rates are per 5 grarnmes, 10 lhe United States Ptas. 10.00 ;
aJl parts of Africa Pta.!. 10.00; Asia and AustraJasia Ptas. no'O

These rates are liable to alteration. Information given in
hotels, etc., regarding airmail tates outside Europe are not
always aecueate and under·stamping results in carriage by
surface mail.

There is telephone cornmunication with mast oC the world.

Cable rates to United Kingdom, ordinary rate Ptas. 6.35 ;
nigbt letter Ptas. 3.20 per word (min. 22 words); Republic oC
Soutb Afrien, ordinary rale Ptas. 21.00; night letter Ptas. 10.50
per word (min. 22 words).
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Cusloms Ducs, ctc.: The Canary Islands are free porls and
lhere are no customs houses or fCSlriclions a1fccting passcngers'
normal baggage. Mercharxl.ise 15 a differenl malter.

Visitors wishing lo impart cars temporarily will need Ioter­
national Triptique. etc., and should rnake full enquirie:s in
advance from a Motoring Association. .. Orive Yourself"
cars may be bired in Las Palmas and TenerilJe.

Pusportsareessential. Spanish visas arerequired by aU visitors
wilh lhe exception of persons holding British and Commonweallh,
United States, Belaian, Outeh, French, German, Italian and
Portuguese passpons. South African visitors mUSl have lheir
passports vised. This infonnation should be checked.

Visas may be oblained through any Consulale in Europe or
1hrough the Consulate in Cape Town. The Spanish Consula1e­
General in London is al 21, Cavendish Square, W.l. The
passpon mus1 be handed lO lhe hotel office on arrivaJ.

C1Iurches: The inhabitantsoft.he islands are Roman Catholics.
and there are many oId churcbes, convents, ele., some of whkh
are of considerable interest. There are speciaUy venerated
irnages in Telar, Gtand Canary (The Virgin of the Pine), Can­
delaria. Teneriffe (Tbe Virgin of Candelaria), and al Santa Cruz
do La Palma (The Virgin oí lbe Snows). In many churches
visitors will be shown gold and silver omaments. vestments and
pictures, and it is an ¡ntcrestina: (aet Chal many of the sil.-er
vessels and most of tbe silver shealhing on allan \Yere made by
silversmitbs established in La Laguna, Teneriffe, during lhe 16th
to 18th centuries, U$ing metal broughl in treasure galleons froro
the Spanish possessions in South and Central America.

Ladies should not enter churches with their arms oc shouJders
bate nor when wearing shorts or trousen. Tbe head must be
covered but for tbis a handkerchief will suffice,

English churches are establisbed in Las Palmas. and in Santa
Cruz and Puerto de la Cruz in Teneriffe. Tbese are mentioned
later.

Bibliograpby: The followina: are useful books on the Islands,
lhose marked with ao asterisk being still in print ae time of
going to press ;-

•Les Canarie4 (Freoch) by Oaude Oervenn, Hocizons de
Fmnce, Paris, (Finely íIIus1mted.)
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'ModeiJ-a omf lhe Ca#ivie.f, by Elizabelh NjchoJas, Hamis.h
Hamilton, 1953.

Brown's Madeira, Dmary Isfands QJf(/ Atores (Iast edn.
1932). Simpkin, MaMaJJ Lid.

T1Ie Canary lsfantb, an Ornithofogu,'s Trips in the Ardli·
Ptfago, by O. A. Bannerman, 1922.

T1Ie Guaru:hu 01 Te~rlfe, Our úuiy o/ Candakuia aJUi 1M
Spa"ish Conquat and $ettltme"t. Hakluyt Society, 1907.

Tenerife and its $ix Sate/fites, by Olivia M. Stone, 2 vals.
1881.

History 01 the Canary [slands by George Glas, London,
1764.

*Tlze Book 01 Tentriffe by L. O. Cuscoy in collab. wilh
P. C. Larsen. Santa Cruz de Tenetiffe, 1957.

'Sp<Jjn and Portugal, edited by Eugene Fodor. Fodor's
Modern Guides, Newman Neame Ud., London (Revísed
annually).
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GRAND CANARY
The island oC Grand Canary has a population oC 395,117

(959), (250 Brilish, 500 Americans). Its capital is the well
known city oC Las Palmas, one oC the busiest oil-bunkering ports
in the world.

Grand Canary is roughly circular in sbape, measuring 34!
miles from north to south and 29 miles from east 10 west with ao
area oC abaut 591 sq. miles. It is exceedingly mountainous,
rieh in beautiful and majestic scenery, and visitan should nol
judge it by tbe barren hills seen from the Puerto oc from the
eoad lo the cily. The isJand is in the form oC a greal cone with
deep ravines radiating from its central range, La Cumbre,
whose peales rise lo over 6,000 feet. GeneraJly the mountains
continue almost to the sea, bul there are stretches in the south­
east where plains run inIand for four oc five miles.

Isleta, al the extreme north-east oC Grand Canary, consists oC
tbree conical hills. 817 Cee" joined 10 the rest oC the island by
the long narrow isthmus oC Guanarteme. This area is fonified
and c10sed to the publico

The eastern slopes of Isleta providc sheltcr Coe shipping in
Puerto de la Luz, the port foe Las Palmas.

Tbe principal industries ofthe island, apart feom the important
bunkcring trade, are the production oC bananas, tomatoes,
potatoes and onions. Manufactures are cigarettes, wine, and
drawn-thread work.

GRAND CANARY FESTIVALS

Easter Week Las Palmas Celebrations and Processions.
April 29 Las Palmas Commemoration oC Incorpora-

tion in the Kingdom of Castille.
Procession, local festivities.

June.
Corpus Cbristi Las Palmas Religious Festival. Carpe! of

fiowers, ete.
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Feast of Santiago; pilgrimage and
caulefait.

Feast of the Virgin of!he PiDe­
Patrooess oC tbe blando Pro­
ces.!lions. dccorated cars., loc::al
oostume. etc. (Sept. 7 is of most
intere:st.)

Aldea de Inhabitants dive for fisb in the
San NicoIas Charco Lagoon.

Las Palmas Naval Festival oC the Virgin de la
Luz; procesaion of boats.

S,n
Bartolome
orTunte
and Galdar

Tero<

Oct. 12

Sept. 11

Sept. 6-8

July 25

Hoteb, botb in the City and in tite oountry. are listed togetmr
under La.~ Palmas.

LAS PALMAS DE GRAN CANARIA
On arrival al Las Palmas vessels are berthed alongside the

Generalissimo Franco Mole, over li miles long, and are at once
coupled up with large oil pipes on the quay. Bunkers are usually
rcceived al about 400 tons per hour.

With several ships berthed end to end, the narrow quayside
is a scene oC greal activity. thron¡ed with taxis, lorri.es and
pedestrians, and perhaps stacked wilh tons of tomatoes. pctatoes
or bananas awaitiog shipment. Onoe dear oC the Mole fhe road
passes throu¡h attractively laid out gardens to the Dock Gates.
From the Port area en a c1ear day the Peak of Teoeriffe is
visible.
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LAS PALMAS DE GRAN CANARIA
Las Palmas, capital city oC the island oC Grand Canarr, is tbe

largest port belonging to Spain. More than 8,()(M) vessels call
in the coucse of the year, cacrying sorne quaner oC a millien
passengers, mast oC wbom are bound between Europe, Arrica
and America. The city extends foc about five miles along the
sea front, and building is now rapidly extending along !he hills
behind the toWIl. Puerto de la Luz, the harbout of Las Palmas,
is completely sheltered by the bilis oC the Isleta and by its long
mole. There are more than 2t miles oC quays. Thc Port is
about foue miles rrom the Cathedral and the old part oC the
city, and is connected with the main island by the narrow
isthmus oC Guanarteme (see Plan). The whole distance is
through a built-up arca, consisting foc the most part oC a leve!
strip of Jand al (he (oot el a steeD escatDI7lenl. Las Palmas
was founded in 1478, and has now a populationof 182,217 (1959),
oC whom 250 are British.

Las Palmas has changed greatly in th.e pasl few years. MiUions
of flOunds have been spent on new buildings and public works,
blocks oC offices and flats. hotels, shops, large sub-economic
housing schemes and new roads. Lately a good deal oC colour
has been used in painting (he outsides of houses snd, while
white still predominates, there is a considerable sprinkling oC
pink, blue, grecn, yellow and mauve. Oflen in a pair of semi­
detached .bouses each dwelling will be painted a colour in
contrast to its immediate neighbour, said to indicale lhe extent
of ownership of each occupant.

As will be seen rrom the map, a large arca 00 the sea side of
the Triana has becn reclaimed, though it is stíll undeveloped at
time of writing. A further large proj<:ct is und<:r consid<:ration,
the scope of which is shown in dotted line 00 map.

Landing AlT3ngements at Las Palmas are very simple as there
are no Customs formalities affecting passengers' baggage, and
porters remove jI rrom the ship or plane to taxi or airport bus.
Passports are taklUl by me ]mmigration Officials and returned
later through the hotel office. Baggage Porters (grey uniCorm
and number) have a fixed tariff oC froro Ptas. 4 lo Ptas 8 per
package according to weigbt.
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Hotrls ¡. Las Pallus
Santa Catalina ..
Gran Canaria
Grand Hotel Parque
Metropol
Las Vegas
Cakla
Monopol
Atlántico
Cairasco
Madrid
Playa
Hostal Comodoro (Pensions) .
Hoslal Roma
Pension Luz . . .
Pension Cuidad Jardin
Pension Residencia Paris
Pension Alcaravaneras

Lu:ltury
lA
lA
lA
18
18
2
2
2
2
2

Luxury
Luxury
LuxlUY

1
I
2

171

"110
lli
2.
18
.3
21
37
33
23

l'7'
18
17
10
48

ICategory I Rooms

Coantrr Hotels
Sanla Brigida
Pension Monte ..

Mome Coello 6t tITiles
Parador (Spanish Tourist DepL)

Cruz de Tejeda 21 miles (Temporarily
c1oscd)

Guayannina
&rra;:all!.J, AgMrc. 35 miles

Bandama
Lentiscal
Los FraiJt,s .. .

Tafira Afia, 5 mile~

Pension el Pilar
Moya, 1St miles

Pension Royal
Tuorllmiles

"

lA
2

lB

lA
2
2

,.
•

12

S4

J7
J3
25

12

21



Notes 00 HoteIs in Las PaImas

Official rates are quoted by the Tourist Board according to
the grade oC the hotel, hut owing to changes it is not practicable
10 quote tariffs here. At time oC writing jt is $aid that the officia!
rates are insufficient to enable hotels to provide meals such as
their visitors would expect. For this reason they may be asked
to pay an extra amouot 10 cover a special menu and to sign a
note oC their willingnel¡S to do so.

The Spanish State Tourisf Department, Casa Turismo, Las
Palmas, will always be glad to send the latest lariff details on
request.

Englisb and generally French are understood in all hotels
catering Cor the tourist business.

15 %service charge is added lo hotel bilIs, and there is a tourist
tax payable on !he first day oC the stay.

The lariffs charged by hotels, etc., run by the Spanish Tourisl
Department are, however, inclusive oC the service charge.

The map on pages 62/3 is keyed lo show the whereabouls oC
the establishments listed here.

Santa Catalina Hotel (Ref. No. 1) is a luxucy grade establish­
menl siluated about halfway betwcen thc Port and the city. It
has fine gardens, swimming pool, miniature golf. tennis and
bowling alley. Lifts to a11 f1oors.

Gran Canaria Hotel (Ref. No. 2) 1S a popular modero hotel
facing the Las Canteras Beach and within a few yards oC the sea.
LiCu.

Grand Parque (ReC. No. 3) is another first grade hotel con~
veniently situated neae the city centre. LiCu.

Metropole Hotel (Ref. No. 4) is a large new hotel facing lhe
Alcaravaneras Beach. It has ils own swimming lido.

Las Vegas (Rei. No. 5) and Residencia Caleta (ReJ". No. 6)
are smal1 hotels oi lB grade, situated respectively facing the
Las Canteras Beach, and Dear the canaey Model VilIage half·
way bctween port and city.

The Carrasco Hotel (Ref. No. 9) is in the centre of the city
and is used partIy as an ovemight stopping place ior British
United Airways passengers between London and West Africa.
A1so in the centre oC the city are the Monopo1 (Ref. No. 7) and
Madrid (Ref. No. 10).
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The Atlántico (Ref. No. 8) is an old-established hotel away
. from the sea and midway between port and city.

The Playa (Ref. No. 11) is a small hotel facing the las
Canteras Beach. Hostal Roma (Ref. No. 13) and Pension Luz
(Ref. No. 14) are situated somewhat nearer to Ihe Port area.

Hostal Comodoro (Ref. No. 12) is II good grade pension
facing the sea and within easy distance from the centre of the
dty.

Pensions Cuidad Jardin (Ref. No. 15) and Residencia Paris
(Ref. No. 16) are small establishments, the first near fue Canary
Model Village, and the second is ralher nearer to the dty.
Pension Alcaravaneras is a medium sized pension facing the
beach of that name.

There are numerollS other smal1 establishments many of which
cater mainIy for local residents.

Severa! "Apartmentos", sorne of very good grade, let
apartments. Details from the Turismo Office mentioned above.

Best \cnown of the hotels outside Las Palmas is the Santa
Brigida, 8 miles from the city and 1,400 fl. aboye the sea. It is
a modern building with large garden, tennis and miniature golf.

Restaurants in Las Palmas I Address IGrade

Oub ] I Parque de San Telmo 1
Brasilia Bravo Murillo, 5 1
Villa Edén Escaleritas 1
Bodegón Pueblo Canario 2
Casino Malteses, 2 2
Casa de Ga1ida Cantet"aS. 11 (Playa) 2
Costa Bella . Canteras. ] (playa) 2
Las Cuevas .. Canteras, 17 (playa) 2
Chipén Canteras, l (Playa) 2
El Guanche . Parque Santa Catalina 2
Hosteria del Mar Sagasta. 10] (Playa) 2
Pino de Oro Canteras. 68 (Playa) 2

Meals may also be obtaLJled at the principal hotels.

Nigbt dub: Tangier, 4 kms. from Las Palmas on north road.

Visitors' Enq\liry OftKe. Information of a11 kinds is readily
given without charge by the officials of the Spanish State
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Tour15t Department al Ole Casa Turismo, siluated hah way
bctween the city and Ole Port, ocar the Santa Catalina Mole.
The building is designed in !he old Canary style or architecture.

Thue 15 also a Municipal Enquiry Office in the Pueblo
Canario.

Newspapers: Daily papers, which ¡ive an indication of what
is goiog on io the city to Olose wbo have even very üttle know·
ledge of Spanish, are Diario tk Ltu Palmas and Falange.

l1DioP<aslle LiDe Agents: Eldee Dempster (Canal)' Jslands)
ltd., Apartado No. 6. Offioes at Santa Catalina Mole.

~ Tl'L5IDed.itemlnel Vnter-Insular Servicts, etc.):
Santa Catalina MoJe.

Aviaco (Spanish): santa Catalina Hotel.

Britistl Unfted Ainvays: E1der Dempster (Canary Islands)
Ltd., Santa Catalina Mole.

K.L.M. (Dutcb Air Line): leon y Castillo 300.

Sabena (Belgian Aie Line): Sanla Catalina Hotel.

Iberia (Spanish Air Lines): Bravo Murilla 8-10.

Tourlst Agencies: Viages Cyrasa, Triana 140; Canarias
Expres, Le&1 y Castillo 287-289; Viajes Blandy, Santa Catalina
Mok; Viajes Marsar.lS, Led" )' CaJtil10 No. J4; WagoJU-üt/
Cocb, udn y Castillo 300.

8uks: Tbcrc are severaJ; the Baok of Spaffi, usually used
by visitors for cashing traw::llers' cheques, is al Leon y Castillo
No. 4, seoond block beyooo tlle turo for the Gran Parque Hotel
when gojng towards (he Puerto.

CCMlfUJates: Brit~h: SIJIUa Ca/mina Moje: Portuguese:
Lord Byron No. 15. Several other countries are represented in
Las Palmas.

Britislll JJlStitutiollS: Soe under Qubs, Cñurcb or Eogland and
Nursing Hemes. British ch.ildren are sent home to be educated.

ea... H.ire:-Tariff for Tuis within the city of Las Palmas is
Pus. •.50 plus 50 centimos per 100 metres. Tbus arter ajoumey
or one kilometre tbe taximetee ","ould show Ptas. 9.50. It is
usual to tip the driver of a metered cae about 15 per cent. of lhe
fare ir satis6ed.
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Tartanas are two-wheeled horse·drawn vehicles sometimes
used by visitors. Charges to be agreed with driver.

Towo Buses known as guaguas (pronounced wa-wa) operate
a one-minute service between the Port and the Market (near
Cathedral). The fare for the whole distance (4 miles) is Ptas.
0.80 and for shorter distances Ptas. 0.70. Tbe Port Terminus
is about fifly yards from the Harbour entrance, and as most of
the places a visitor may want to see in Las Palmas. including
the Beaches, are within a verv short distance of the bus route,
one may effect a considerable economy by using these vehicles.
Nevertheless most visitors prefer taxis. Other local bus services
are of less interest to visitors.

Counlry Buses: Daily services to all the small towns of the
island are operated by the Aicasa Company, whose central bus
station and booking office is at Bravo MuriUo Street No. 3
(a turning opposite that which leads to Hotel Parque).
¡ntending passengers on long distance buses are advised to
arrive at least fifteen minutes in advance. Yehicles employed
are moderately comfortable. The following are the best
arrangements ror day toun that can be arranged by these
buses :

Northern Route: Las Palmas. Arucas, Galdar, Agaete,
Berrazales (where one may lunch at the Guayarmina Hotel).
dep. Las Palmas 8 a.m., 12.15 p.m. and 5.30 p.m.; dep. Barrazales
7 a.m., noon and 5 p.ro. Ptas. 64.50 return.

Cen/rol Rou/e: Las Palmas, Santa Brigida, Cruz de Tejeda
(where one may lunch at the Parador). Dep. las Palmas 8 a.m.
and 3.30 p.m.; dep. Cruz de Tejeda 6.42 a.m. and 4.27 p.m.
Ptas. 39.50 returo.

One may also make an afternoon circular trip from Las Palmas
via Telde, Valsequillo, Teror, Arucas to las Palmas.

Other trips may be made by these buses at quite moderate
fares to Gáldar; to Yalleseco (lunch in Teror); to San Bartolome
de Tirajann (7 a.m. start); or to Santa Brigida (hotel) buses every
halfhour.

The aboYe excursion details should be checked with the
Tourist Office who are always ready to offer suggestions in
regard lo such trips.
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Trame: Crossing places in the bus)' slreets are marked in
yellow paio!. Some are poüce controllcd. ot.hers are operated
with traffic lighl$ and must be U5Cd. Traffic keeps to the right
but veh.icles sometimes tum uoexpectcdly into narrow sirle
streets and a warincss 00 !he part of pedestrians is essential.

Motor Coacb. ExcursioDs in comfortable vehicles. acoom­
panied by a Guide. are operated by Cyrasa and the Canarias
Expres. Tbcre is usually an excursion every day exoept Monday
and these afford an opportunity of seeing a good dea1 oC the
interior of the island at reasonable costo

Theatres : The Perez Galdos Theatre is ma¡nificently equipped
and decorated. the murals bein¡ !he work of the well·known
istand painter Nestor de la Torre. 1t stages operas, conoerts,
cte., periodically, and visiting companics come from Spain.
Cinemasfrequented by visitorsare: Avellaneda, Avenida, Capitol,
Cuyas, Royal, Rcx and Rialto.

Musk: Thc PbiLharmoníc Orchesua gives conoeIU in the
Tbeatre, and !he Municipal Band plays occasionally in san
Telmo Pack or me Santa Catalina Park.

Dancing nightly at the Santa Catalina Hotel (Mondays
Q;cepted); I...u Cuevas and Costa Bella at the las Canteras
Beach; Parque Hotel (Sal. and Sun.). Tan¡ier (4 miles).

Cuary IsIaDd FoIk l>aDref are arranged frequently and
parties usually give exhibitions on board Union·Castle and other
passeoger vessels. Music is provided by ¡uitars of various
sizes and by singing and clapping. The smaUer guitars are
calJed bandurria and limpie (smalles!). The costumes are
bright and attractive, and visitors will find these dances well
worth sociog.

Batlling: Las Canteras Beach, a fine streteh of sand 2 m.
long, with espJ.a.nade. Jies on the opposite s.ide of the isthmw
oear the Puerto. A barrier recf forms a natural swimmina pool
witb calm water. Municipal bathing hUI$ at end of Alfredo
L. Jones StRcl, Ptas. 3. Severa! restaurants.

Alcaravaneras Beach is on the same side of tbe islhmus as
the port and about half·way between it and the city. 1t adjoins
lhe Metropole Hotel. wbcre there is a fine swimming bath
(visilors admitted). There is also a $wimmiog pool in me
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Parque de Doramas and another at the Santa Catalina Hotel for
Residents only. Other swimming baths: Julio Navarro and
Cuidad Deportiva.

There are numerous sandy beaches round the island, not.ably
at Maspalomas in tbe south.

Tennis: The las Pahnas Tennis Oub is at the Santa Catalina
Hotel.

Golf: An IB·hole calme with grass greens has becn laid out
amid striking scenery near the Caldera Bandama. New club
hollse with restaurant. Visitors we1comed.

GreyhoUDd Racing: Races are held frequently on the Campo
España.

Traditional Sports are Canary WresUing and Cock Fighting.
The wttstling is said to be of very ancient origino Each bollt
lasts only a minute or two, and tbe man whose body touches the
ground first has lost. This sport seems to have lost sorne of
its popu\arity in Las Palmas, and at time of writing is seen only
in the country.

Cock:fighting takes place on Sunday afternoons in the
Circo Gallera. Viera y Oavijo, No. 11, February to May.

Yachtiog: Races are arranged during the !j.ummet months.

There is no bul1fighting in Grand Canary. Boxing is arranged
occasionally.

Association Foolball: Matches are held on Sunday afternoons
between September and May in the Estadio Insular and attract
large crowds.

Qubs of ioterest to the visitor are: the British Club, loon y
Castillo, No. 344 (adjacent lO Metropole). This is a social,
club lO which visitors are welcomed as t.emp(>tary members.
Visitors are also made welcome by the Automobile, Filarmonica,
Fishing and NauticaL

Casino. There is no gambling, and the Casino is now a
social club, the Gabinete Literario, which olfers temporary
membership to visitors.

Roman Catb.olic Churdles: There are many of these, some
of which, especially the Catbedral, mentioned later, are of
interest. Services in Spanish only.



Chureb oí England : Holy Trinity Chureh. a substantial stone
building, is in Rafael Ramirez Slrtel, a tuming: to the left a
Httle past the Metropole Hotel on the way to the Puerto.
Resident Minister during winler months; ¡ay reader at other
times. Service 11 a.m. on Sundays. The British cemetery is a
part of the maín cemetery.

Nusing Homes and Doctors: There are four private nursing
hornes in Las Palma.. snd over 200 doetors. ineludiDa: specialists.
Many of them speak English. Freneh or German.

The Queen Victoria English Hospital. Saga..ta No. 52, in the
Port, has an English-speaking staff. There are aJso stat~Wlled

hospitals and clinics.

Public Gardens: The Parque de Doramas, which lies behind
the Santa Catalina Hotel. is aJways full of t1owers. and is worth
a visito Several examples oC the Camous dragan tree may be
seco bere. The Gardells may be approached through the Pueblo
Canario mentioned below.

Pueblo Canario. sometimes called the Model Canary VilIage.
is an exceedingly attraetive reproduetion oC old Canary archi·
lecture desisned by the Canary mist Nestor. The building'>
include a Chape!, an inn, several shops, a permanent exhibitíon
of work from the various Canary lslands and a Modero Art
Museum., admission Ptas. 2. The Ian contains many of Nestor's
pictures. and rus studio and unfinished drawing<; may be seen by
permission. In the old Chapel is a display of antiques for sale.
On Sundays Bnd pubIic hoJidays from noon te 1.30 p.m. there
are displays by groups of local dancers and singers. On such
occasions visitors are usually given a buttonho!e by a girl in
Spanish costume and are expected to contribute about a shilling.
The ViIlage adjoins the Doramas P:uk. Nearby are turtle and
fish ponds, Municipal Enquiry Offi~.

Spanish Colonial An:hitecture: Most visiton see the Model
Canary ViIlage (see above) near the Santa Catalina Hotel, which
is a reconstruetion based on 15th and 16th century styles. In the
old pal1 of the city, however, within 200/300 yards of 1M
Cathcdral, are numerous genuine and attractive oId dwelling
houses. Some of the best of these will be found by tuming
clown the narrow road which runs past the unfinished side of the
CathedraL This leads into the Calle de Rerreira and to a s(reet
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marked .. Colon" which leads 10 the Columbus Museum and
the Sto Anthony }lermitage. Plaza del Pilar Nuevo also lies
behind the Cathedral and contains a restored house with remark·
able sculptured arnlS which backs onto the Columbus Museum.
One of the oldest llOuseS, distinguishable by its curious comer
windows, lies at tile top end oC Calle de Herreira facing out
towards the BarraI1co.

At the top oC the Plaza Sta Ana, which faces the Cathedral,
aboYe the Bishops Palace, is the ChieC Magistrate's house (No. 6)
one of the most picturesque in the Island. On the opposite side
of the Plaza are several old houses, t.hree of which bear plaques
commemorating famous men who have lived in them.

Coats-oC·anns carved in stone on the walls oC old houses
usually denote that they be10nged to Conquistadors (nobles who
took part in the original capture and setUement oC the !sland)
or to Spanish nobles who settled soon artero Sorne oC these
houret are stiU OCCllpied by descendants of the original cwners.
Such houses are usually froro J50 to 200 years old, sorne much
older. The outer door usually stands open, and through an
inner doorway oC wrougbt iron or lattice the passer·by may
oCten have a glimpse oC a pleasant Cern and palm·filled patio.

Other outstanding old building> are the Cathedral, the
Columbus Museum and the Castillo de la Luz at the l'uerto;
these are mentioned separately.

A remarkable piece oC modern architecture, the church Los
Dolores, with a detached tower, is to be seen in the Scl\amann
district aboYe the city. It was designed by a local architect and
is worthseeing.

san TeJmo Park is a pleasant square with bandstand where
1he Municipal Band plays from time to time. In it are the old
Church oC San Tebno, Counded by sailors and fishermen; and
a sta1ue to the Spanish writer Benito Galdos, Opposite 10 the
square is tbe Military Govemor's residence, on the wall oC
which a plaque records that from here General Franco com­
menced the National Rising.

Shopping: (normal hours 9 a.m. 10 I p.m.; 3 to 7 p.m.). Shops
oC interes1 10 the visitor will be found in the Triana and in sorne
oC the cross streets which tucn upward Croro it. Here are modero
shops dealing in most kinds oC good.s, but especially clothing,
shoes, novelties, hardware, electrical goods, etC., and at the San
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Telmo Square eod aro most oC the Banks. 1berc are two well·
stoeked seif·servioe stom in Las Palmas offering a wide range
oC provisioos and liquor. Ladies' and sena' bairdressers are
numerous and visitors might seck advioe about thcse from thcir
hotels. EDgIish oewspapcn, brought out by air, are obtainable
froro mast newsagenU. 1be Canary lsland Village has shops
otrering local necdlework and other souvenirs; there is a per·
manetlt exhibition oC handicrafts Crom all 5eYCl\ Canary Islands,
an~ an interesting antique sJiop in (he church.

In (he streets vendan offer balloons, sweets, cakes and lotlery
tickets. And bootblacks are both nwnerous and pecsistent
(charge Ptas. 3).

Market: The Cmil, meat, vegetable and fish markets are
interesting in the early morning. The largest markets are
usuall)' on Tueslia)'s, Saturda)'s and Sunda)'s.

Cuary MustwD. 29, Calle de Dr. Otil. is ocar the Cathedral.
Open weekda.)'S (exoept Tuesdays) 10 a.m. lO I p.m.; 3 lo
6 p.m. Feast days and Sundays 10 a.m. to 1 p.ol. Admission
Pt.a$.5. On thc ground floor isthe printingpressfirst~inthc

Canary lslands in the 18th century and zoological rooms whose
exhibits iDclude a six·legged kid. Carved lOmbs, etc. Tbe
upstair rooms cootain a ~ry important coUection of relics of
tbe Guanches, the original inhabitants of tbe isIand, includin¡
mummies, skulls, and other bones, pottery, ete. Tbe curious
duU reddish ha.ir on the muJIlJDies may be seeo reproduoed in
many oC the peasants, who are descended (rom the Guanches
and their Spanish cODquerors. On the ground fioor is the
Ubnryj open 3 te 8 p.m.

Historical Buildings
The Cathedral de Santa Au has twin towen (161 Ceet) and an

imposing facade. It was built of local stone 1491-1570, the
lauer being me date wben it was first used fOl" public worship.
Betwceo 1781 and 1820 it was reconstructed aod tbe left froot
is still incomplete. Tbe interior is rather dark. Thc Cathcdral
treaSUfCS may be seeo, charge Ptas. 2, and COOSisl of sorne good
silver and silver-giJt, embroidered vestments and relics. Amena:
the Jast is the heart oC a missionary bishop whose portJait hangt
nearby. Sorne of the silvcr and the lcetero are said lo have
come from old St. PauJ's CathedraI. Londoo, having been sold
in Oliver Cromwell's time. 1herc is a silver.giJt pyx by
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Benvenuto Celleni, but this may be soen.only by special pero
mission. The portrait of Bishop Verdugo is attributed 10 Goya.
The handsome groining in the roor dates from tite re<:onstruction.

Opposite to the Cathedral, on the far side of the Plaza de Santa
Ana, is the Tewn HaO, and on the right is the Bisbop's Palac:e.
111e square is flanked by old buildings, and at the Cathedral
end are a number of bronze dogs supposod te represent the origi­
nal Canary dogs.

Just before reaching the Cathedral, tite toad froID the Port
crosses the Verdugo Bridge over the dry ravine, the Barranco de
Guiniguada, into fue oId patt of \he town known as tbe Vegueta.
This is mainJy a residential area, and the buildings, many of
which ate 150 years oId and more, have typical Spamsh overo
hanging balconies. On the Feast of Corpus Christi (June) the
streets in the immediate vicinity of the Cathedral are carpeted
with flowers.

Plaza Cairasco with the adjacent CoIumbus Gardens is
passed just before crossing the bridge over the Barranco into
the old part of the cíty.

Plaza de Hurtado de Mendela is an arca paved in coloured
marbles (pedestrians only) Iying along the Barranco Guiniguada
on the opposite side to the Calhedral, and containing a statue 10
Mendoza.

Plaza Espiritu Santo, which leads off the Plaza. Sta. Ana to
the left of the Town Hall, is a small triangular garden onto
which faces a very old church.

Plaza San Domingo is reached by turning left along the first
road aboYe the Museum in Calle Dr. ChiI. 1t is a quiet paved
square, away írom the tcaffic, planted with trees and surrounded
on three 'lides by houses. On the fourth side is San Domingo
Church, a largo 18th century building with an ornate interior.

The Herm.lt:sge oC San Antonio Abad, near the Cathedral,
attracts many visitors ·on account oC its association with
Columbus, who attended Mass in a íormer church on this site
before leaving on his voyage oí discovery in 1492. The original
building was the first church in Grand Canary; the present
church dates from 1796. It is often closed, but the interior is
not ofspecial interest.
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The CoIambIIs MII5eIE (la Casa de Colon) is opposite tbc
Hc:mUtage. Hours. cte., al for \he C&nary Museum (ue
prcvious pagel. This house was occupied by early Military
Govemonl of the Islands, amonll them Antonio de Torres, a
friend ofColumbus. who aceompanied him on his second voyage
to America. It is the most interesting historical buildina in Las
Palmas, and was built socn aftet the founding of the cily in
1478. Columbus is believed lo have staycd in the house on bis
fi~t (1492), second (1493) and fourtb (1502) voyages to America.
The building was restored in the 17th century, but !he old well
in the courtyard belongs lo the end of tbe ISth century. The
exhibits include old Canary fumiture, pictures Crom the Prado
Museum in Madrid, a pirates' treasure chest, severa! old cannaos,
murals dealing with Columbus's voyages, a Columbus Library,
modern paintings by Nicholas Massi~ a eanary IsJand pajoter,
and $Ome Uve parrots. 1be small 15th oentury figure of Sta. Ana
is reputed to be that befare wtúch Columbus prayed A garrotte,
a grim instrumeot formerly used in thc cxecution of crimioais, is
shown on thc first Ooor.

The descent into the crypt should be made with care as there
are no handrails. The aseent by anolher route is quite safe.

General Post 0fIice is in General Franco, and there is a
branc:h at !he Porto Geocrally the Hotels attend 10 posting
letters. ete., but tbe air mail rates they quote to foreign countries
are not a1ways reliable and under-stamped ktters 10 by suñace.
For postal rates, etc., see Indcx.

Castillo de la Laz. This picturesque old fortrcss, seea to tbe
left shortJy afier lcavinll the Port, was used in repe1ling an English
flect under Sir Francis Drake in 1595 and a Dulch fiect in 1599.
It was bwlt in 1492 and reconstructed in 1599.

A FEW HOURS IN LAS PALMAS

Mast of those who come to Lu Palmas are aboard ships
which put in for a few hours to take in oil bunkers, ete., and
the following notes will help such visitors to make tbe best of
their time.

Union-Castlemail vessels on the mute between Southampton
and South Africa normaUy arrive at dawn and sal! again duriDg
the formoon ; however, those who ao ashore very early probably
see thc counUy at its best.
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Visitors in passenger vessels usuaIly have the opportunity of
jl;oing on one of the following organised tours :

1. To the principal places oC interest in Las Palmas, 4 miles
away (see list on next page).

2. In addidon 10 visiting Las Palmas., as aboye. passengers
are taken inland through the village of Tafira and ascend
by a spiral road te the viewpoint from which they may
look into the remarkable extinct crater, the Caldera
Bandaml'l.

Those who prefer te make independent arrangements may
engage a taxi on the quay to take them to places of inter~t in the
city. Alternatively they may walk as far as the Dock Gates
and take one oC the buses (departures every minute) to the
Cathedral foc the equivalent oC about 2d. (more ir paid in
English money). AlI the points oC ¡ntecest rnentioned below
may be reached by the bus. Tbey are listed in sequence as seco
on the journey Crom the Port, and sorne details oC thero will be
found 00 reference to the precediog pages.

It is suggested that visitors might like to take a taxi Crom the
Port lo the Cathedral. calling en route at the points oC interest.
The cae could then be dismissed and tbey could make their own
way back in tbe bus (guagua-pronounced wa.wa). lt is advisable
to get on at tbe starting place, c10se lO the Cathedral, as tbese
vehicles are often 6lled to capacity.

There is little or interest in the port arca, and the Isleta (the
hills above the port) is a prohibited arca.

The followiog are plaees which the taxi driver should be told
to show bis passengers :

Castillo de la Luz
Las Canteras Beach
Turismo Office (Canary architecture)
Las Alcaravaneras Beach
Hotel Santa Catalina (dragon trees in front of ennnce)
Canary VilIage, Fish and Turtle Pools and Doramas Park

(dragon trees)
San Telmo Square (San Telmo Church and General Franco's

headquarters)
Shopping Arca
Catbedral
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Town Hal1 and Plaza de Santa Ana
Sto Anthony Hermitage and Columbu5 Museum.
Canary Museum
Starting place for buses to Port.

The best sbops are in Che street calle<! TrilllUl. See Indcx under
Shopping.

Groups of Canal)' lsland Folk Dancers visit passenger vessels
and give exbibitions usually jusI befare sailing time.

Passengers staying overnigbt may I¡ke to dine and dance at
one of the hotels or restaurants.

Those wíshing to bathe wouJd ptobably choose the Las
Canteras Beach Oub.

ROAD ROUTE l-LAS PALMAS ro THE SOUlH
Populatiollflpresl..,for 19'O,aDdarefortllepansbel,l>Otlbcaetua1 Yillaces.

There are two roads out of Las Palmas to the south which
link a little distaoce beyond the city. The lower mes c10se to
the more and oasses an old fortified tower 00 the Jeft. Froro
a point beyond where tbe road passes through a cutting (4 m.)
a newand more direct: deviation to the Gam:lo Airport is under
coostruction.

A great deal of evidence of volcanic actioo is seen, with lava
streams c10se lo the road. The village of Jinamar, 6 m., lies
amid the lava and ash in a valley below the Gran caldera.
A turo t() the right leads to Tafira.

At 9 m, the road branches left over a stone bridge. and
through a palm grove into Telde.

The branch to the rigbt lcads through the valley, Higuera
Canaria. in which are orange graves said lo produce the finest
oranges in the worJd, 'These may weígh up to almost a pound
each and ripen from November. This road continues to
Atalaya aod Santa Brigida.

Telele (population 24,780) is an agriculturaI centre aod one oC
tbe two most interesting country towns in the island (see also
Teror). It is 2t m, from the sea and was the seat of noble
famil.ies of the Spanish Conquerors, sorne of whose manor
houses with coats·of·arms carved over the entrances are still
found in tite vaI1ey,
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Opposite to tite fine church of Sto Juan is a pleasant shady
plaza surrounded with old-world houses with typical overhanging
wooden balconies. The church, apart from the towers which are
modern, is late 15th century and built of blocks oflava ofvarious
colours. lis Flemish Reredos of carved gilded wood was
presented to the cburch prior to 1515 by the Conquisador
Cristobal Garcia del Castillo. This remarkably fine piece
contaios six panels illustrating tbe Nativity and is believed to
have been made in Brussels or Malines abeut the close of the
15th century. Among its quaint anacbronisms are shepberds
blowing bagpipes in too Birth scene, and elsewhere is bald-headed
Sto Simeon wearing spectacles.

The figure of Christ over the High Altar, though rather over
life size, weighs under 14 lbs. It is said te have beco made from
a paste oC rnaize stalks in the 15th century.

In the Sacristy is a smal1 collection oC e:tarnples of religious
art, the most interesting oC which is an early 11th century figure
of tbe Virgin whose face is believed to be a portrait of Mary
Queen of Scots. Its histery is unknown, but the execution of the
Catholie Queen caused a considerable stir in Spain where she
was regarded as a martyr.

About ,. m. towards the sea is the old church and district
of San Francisco. The ehurch, though the interior is of no
special interest, is one of the most picturesque in the Islands ;
there are other examples of old Canary architecture in the village.

The south road from Telde leads through the adjoining vUlage
of J.A)s Llanos, with a church and Iarge shady plaza, and soon
after the hill known as Coatro Puertas (Foor Doors) may be
seen ahead. 11lis was the sacred mountain of the Guanches,
and is easily recognisable at a distance by the four square
openings in a row just below the erest. It is best approached
by a rough traek whieb leaves the road te Ingenio rather less than
a kilometce beyond the traffic triangle at the 19 km. stone.
A footpath leads te the sumrnit (925 feet) in abeut ten minutes.
The four neatly cut doors all enter the same Iarge cave or hall,
and in front is a 8at terrace from which there are fine views.
Behind, approached by a path to the len, is a semi-circular
platform witb curious shallow trenches; and beyond are a
series of ,caves, sorne joined by outside galleries. The place is
beJieved to have been a Guanche place of worsbip and sacrificé,
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and me horne oi vestal virgins. It is also said lo have becn me
laboratory oC tbe embaImers who carried out their unsavoury
taslcs in the strong wind which nearly always blows there.
However, a1tholigh its purpose and use remain lo a large extent
a mystery. CuatcO Puertas is weH worth a visit.

The turning tO the len at the 19 km. stone Jeads to the fine
modem Airport at Gando, 16 m. A small peninsula at Gando
protects thc bay where the water is always smooth, and in the
pasl it was the port for shipment of wine from Telde.

This is the usual route 10 the south of the island, and !he road
continues from Gando via Carrizal, lo thc small town oC Juan
Grande, 26 m. This road is unusual1y sttaight for the Canary
lslands, and traver8eS miles of tomato plantations. Juan
Grande is sometimes described as ao oasis on the edge of the
desert, aÍld it is conspicuous for its palm and olive trees. Beyond
it are the sand dunes and at 34 m. is Maspalomas Village.

Abaut 3 m. farlher on. at Ihe southern extremIty oflbe ísland,
is· the lighthouse, and the Playa de Maspalomas, a popular
bathing beach (restaurant). Nearby is the landlocked Iagoon,
El Charco, into which the sea fiows at high water.

An important scbeme has been approved for the development
of a seaside resort at Maspalomas.

Beyond is the village oC Arguineguia, 40 m., in wooded
surroundings pro1ected by aD oId fort, Formerly there was a
boat rwming from bere to Iko. de Mogan, but nowa road has
been built through to Morgan Village,. 66 m. (pop. 3,747) and
San Nicholas, 88 m. The complete circuit of the island, abaut
146 miles, is therefore possible. but it is a very long day's drive
inc1uding sorne rough roads which may be dangerous in places
(sce under Anden Verde).

If at 19 kms. the traveller passes the left-hand tum lo Gando,
he has 3D interesting vicw oC the caves in the back oí the Cuatro
Portos before reaching Ingenio, 16 m., a modero village with
church (pop. 9,068). Baskcts. mats and homespun are made
h"",
~es,18 m., is BO older, somewhat windswept village (pop.
7,875). From herc roads conoect with tbe main route from

104



Oando ,o the south, either direct or via the viUage oC Sardina.
The rood to the west from Agüimes passes tbrough fine
mountainous sccnery to Santa Lucia, 32 m., 2.165 fcet (pop.
7,020).

At 24 m. where the road crosses the Barranco de Valos,
a footpath leads down to a rock H mUe) in the bed ofthe ravine,
known as the Risco de los Letreros. Names, etc., oC no special
interest are carved ioto the rock.

At 36 m., 2,936 feet. is San Bartolome at the foot of the
central Cumbre Mountains (pop. 8,809). To the south a road
connects with Maspalomas, passing through Fataga, 41 m.,
1,722 ft., with fine views of the ravine of that name, and of the
¡reat vertical rocks known as La Fort1lIez:a. lt is 10 m. from
Fataga to Maspalomas.

The alternative road fron San Bartolome continues to TejeD,
21 m., 3,773 feet (pop. 3,632), thus making possible a long and
magnificent circular drive down the cast coast and back to
Las Palmas through the central mountains via Tejeda and Teror.

ROUTE U-LAS PALMAS ro THE NORTH AND WEST

Tbe more usual route taken by visitoes is via Tamaraceíte.
4 ffi., and Tenoya, 7 m., so as to include fue town of Arucas,
but the more direct mute keeps. to the coast and skirts the &hoce
oC Confital Bay. Just befare reaching Tenoya the road passes
through a tunnel.

Amcas. 11m., has a population oC 25,010, and is the second
town in the Jsland. An outstanding feature is the larae and
omate modero church, with thrce spires, which dominates (he
town. A road past the church leads in a short distance to the
surnmit oC Arucas Mountain, 13. m., whence there are
remarkably fine views oC mountain and sea and ofmile upon mUe
of banana plantations. There is still a small production oC
cochineal from this part oC the island, and visitoes wishiog to
ree the cochineal insect will often find it on the cactus growing
on Arucas Mountain. There are many irrigation dams io this
are3.

Prom Arucas there are again alternative routes. The looger
and more picturesQue leads through mountain seenery via Moya.
At 17 m. a tom left leads south to the village of FIrgas, 16 m.,
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1,522 n. (pop. 4,934). From bere it is a short drive up the
wooded VaUey oC the Virgin to the spring, Fuente Agria, Crom
which is obtiLined the sparkling table water associated with
(he name ofFirgas.

Moya, 19 m., .,558 ft. (pop. 8,544) is situated beside a precipi­
tous barranco in the centre oC beautiCul and weU-wooded
country. From here a road leads southwards to the village oC
Fontanales, 26 m. The Jardin de Corbo is a beautiful eucalyptus
Corest south of Moya. Tbere is a smaU Pension.

After leaving Moya the road 10 the cast makes a long detour
routl.d the Barranco de las Madres on its way to Guia, where it
joins the north coast road. The scenery is particularly fine
between Firgas, Moya and Guia.

Tbe alternative reute Crom Arucas descends to the coast to
ioin the nortb ceast road. This passes Bañaderos and along
the Lairaga Coast to the fishing village of Pagador through rich
banana lands. It then encounters the Cuesta de Silva, a cliff
800 ft. bigh, whicb it ascends by a finely engineered road winding
tbrough deep ravines te the swnmit, .whence there are sp1endid
views along the coast. But quite one oC tbe most interesting
plates in the Island is tbe Guanche Cave oC Valeron, 20m.,
Iying to the left of, and high aboye, the main road on the
Cuesta de Silva, somewhat sbort of the surnmit in a cutting
knoWD as the Roque de Moro. The Cave is approached by a
steep, made path, and reached in a few minutes. The path,
which js reasonably saJe, thougb care should be taken on aceount
of loase stones, leads to a huge envero honeycombed witb small
interleading caves or compartments. each oresumab)Y occuoied
by one oC tbe Vestal Virgins or others who used the caves as
a religious retreat. The view down the gorge from tbe Cave is
most awe-inspiring.

Guía, 23 m. (pop. 11,851) has an old church and plaza, and
is the junction of the coast road with that írom Moya.

Galdar. 2S m., 361 n. (pop. 13,704) was the anclent Guanche
capital oí the Island. The church is built close to the former site
oí the residence of the Guanarteme or Guanche kings, and the
font is said to be the one at which the Guanche converts werc
baptised soon after the cenquest of tbe Island. In the Town
Hall counyard is a fine old dragan tree, and sorne Guanche
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celics (roro the Painted Cave, which was found nearby, are
presen'ed. Galdar Mountain, close to the toWD contains many
caves. Dripstone filters are manufactured in the neighbour­
bood.

Froro Galdar a branch road leads to Puerto de Sardina. Sorne
6 kms. along this road and clase to the beach 8nd on the far side
of a stony rlver bed Oast few hundred yards on foot) is a large
Guanche burlal ground, where welI-preserved rnultiple graves
rnay be seen. Those wishing to visit this site should make sure
in advance that their driver knows the way. There are other
burlal plaees at Moya and Morgan.

Agaele, 30 m. (pop. 4,366), ís on the western side oC the
Istand and situated in an attractive valley leading down to {he
sea. Agaete is the junction of three roads, that to the right
leading te the sea at Puerto de las Nieves, li m., aD attractive
little place, where there is a rocky bay with a smaU mole, a1s0
an old church., restaurant and windmill. To the left is the road
up the valley lo fue Balneario de 8en'azales. At fue head oí Ims
valley, 5 m. from Agaete, almost surrounded by mountains which
tower aboYe them, are the hotel and the mineral baths. The
waters, temperature 77"F., are considered te have medicinal
value in cases of arthritis and rheumatism and bathing facilities
are available. Views from the hotel are very striking.

Froro Agaete the south road continues a10ng the coas! to
El Risco, which lies below the pine foreslS of Tamadaba, to
the smaIl Puerto de San Nkolas. to San Nicolas ¡tselr.
52 m. and to Morgan., 72 m., whencc it is now possible to com­
plete tbe circuit of the istand via the east coast road. The road
beyond Agaete is narrow and in places long stretches of il are
excavated at a greal height in vertical cliffs wruch overhang the
sea, especially at Anden Verde (Green Shelf); the drive cannot
therefore be recommended.

ROAn ROUTE 3-LAS PALMAS TO THE CRUZ DE
TEJEOA AND THE CIRCULAR ROUTES

The route to the centre of the Istand runs for the most part
througb fine scenery which becomes increasingly grand as it
ascends the Cumbre Range. At a number of points along the
road one may turo len or right and retum to Las Palmas by
another route. These circular drives range from about 16 miles
up to88 miles.
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On leaving Las Palmas the road climbs lo Taftra Alta, S miles,
1,230 feet. The district between here and Santa Brigida is
known as the Monte; it is a pleasant arca with many villas
and country houSC$, and produces what is considered the best
wine in the Canaries (red).

(a) A turo cight leads through tbe DragonaI vaUey to San
Lorenzo, Tarnaraceite and back to Las Palmas (circuit
J6miJes).

(b) The tum lo the left joins the coast road at Jinamar
(circuit 17 miles).

Beyond Tafira is Monte Lentiscal, 5 m. (hotel). and at 6 m.
a branch 10 the left passes the turn to the Golf Course and elimbs
10 the sumrnit of the Crater Peak (wine shop), whence from an
a1tirude of about 2,000 feet tbere are wonde1ful vjews in all
directions. At one's feet is the perfect crater of an extinct
volcano, the Caldel'a Bandama, the bottom of which is under
cultivation. The erater is about 650 feet deep and 3,250 foot
in diameter. This is the mast interesting of the !bort excUl'SÍons
available 10 visitoI'$ with only a few hours in tbe Island.

7i m. from Las Palmas a tum left provides another circular
drive:

(e) Via Atalaya. a village of cave·dwellers engaged in the
manufacture of primitive pottery. The caves were
originally oceupied by the early Guanche inhabitants of
tbe lsland. and Atalaya has the best group of troglodyte
dwellings 10 be seen in the Canaries. The route passes
through Che Goteras VaIIey 80d me lJamureo Higuml
Canaria (orange groves) 10 Telde. One ofilie best shorter
excursions, circuit 27 miles.

Santa Brigida, 9 m., 1,607 n., is popular with visitors lo the
Islaad on aecaunt oE jts coo1er clirnate and aUractive surround­
ings (pop. 8,745). Hotel, pension and restaurants, 2 m. on the
city side oC the village.

(ti) A tmn rigbt leads through the picturesque Angostura
Valley and rejoins the main road at Tafira. (Ciccuit
19 m.).
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At San Mateo, 14 miles, 2,706 feet (pop. 8,537), are further
branch roads :

(e) Turo right for Teror, Arucas and Tamaraceite (circuit
32 m.), and for the north oí the Island.

(() Turn left for Valsequillo, 17 m.• 2,132 n., and Telde
(circuit 36 m.). There is sorne very fine mountain
scenery between San Mateo and Telde, and also between
San Mateo and Teror.

Beyond the village of Lagunetas, which is ofien shrouded in
c1oud, the aseent of the Cumbre Range begins, and the many
bends in this fine road provide a succession of changing views.
At the summit is the Cruz de Tejeda, 21 miles, 4,757 feet, where
there is a Parador (Inn) of most attractive old Canary archi­
tecture, belonging to the Spanish Tourist Department (tempo­
rarily c10sed at time of going to press). From the terrace of the
Parador are enthralling views over an incredibly rugged pano­
rama ofrocks and valleys. Away 10 the right, rising majestically
out oí the sea and framed between motuttains, is the famous Peak
of Teneriffe sorne sixty miles away. To the leCt is the Roque
Nublo, a curious monolith, 200 ft. high, which stands on a
natural pedestal (5,725 ft.). The view is at its best atsunrise or
sunset.

The excursion to tbe Cruz de Tejeda is the mest popular oC
the ¡onger circular drives, the teturn jouroey usually being
made via Valleseco and Teror.

Sorne 3 m. from the Cruz de Tejeda, at Cueva Corebo,
4,165 feet, the main road from Las Palmas is joined. This
continues leCt lo Artenara, 8 m. from Cuevo. 4,364 Ceet, the
highest village in the Island (pop. 1,890), and tenninates in
the Pine Forest of Tamadaba, 15 m., 4,528 ft. (32 m. from las
Palmas). Between Cueva Corcho and Artenara the road puses
along the edge oC the grest Crater oC Gandar.

Artenara is a village of cave·dwellers where, strangely enough,
people occupy caves in preference to houses; this by no means
implies poverty as is the case at Atalaya. Even the church
is in a cave. high up in the cliffside.
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From near the forester's house at Tamadaba is a wonderful
view over the Valley ofAgaete and the distant island of Tenerilfe.

Bearing right at Cueva Corcho, the road d.escends to Valleseco,
3,117 feet (pop. 5,256), 28 m. frcm Las Palmas by the circular
route(l8m.direct).

Teror. 33 m. (13 m. direct), 1,886 feet (pop. 9,992) is a 1arge
and interesting village (Pension) beautifully situated in a valley
flanked by mountains. With its shady square aud numerous
old houses with overhanging balaconies, it is a place of quiet
charm. The handsome ehurch (1765), tower of earlier date,
contains the greatly venerated image of the Virgin of the
Pine. It is related that this image appeared in the branches of a
pine tree ouuide the church on 14th September, 1481 ; the spot
where the tree grew is marked by a monument, and the adjacent
pine is a descendent of the original tree. The image is reached
by a twisting stone stairway behind the altar, and its valuable
robes, etc., are shown. The massive silver sbrine, altar casing
and candlesticks are the' work of the master-silversmith
Antonio Juan Correa of La Laguna, Teneriffe, and were made in
about 1777. The Fiesta del Pino is held annually on 8th Sept­
ember, when the image is accorded the same military honours as a
Captain-General by a representative of the Head of the State.
Behind the church is the Bishop's Palace, fonnerly a convent,
and in the village are Cistercian and Dominican convents.
There are two fondas (inns). To the nortb of Tetor is Monnt
Osorio, 2,925 feet (viewpoint).

Just beyond the village a road Ieads rigbt to tile mineral springs
where Teror waters are bottled.

From Teror roads lead nortb 10 Firgas, Arucas, etc.

The circuit is completed via Tamaraceita to Las Palmas,
46 miles.

A (onger circuit may be made by descending from the Cruz
de Tejeda by a finely engineered road 10 the village of Tejeda,
27 miles from Las Palmas, 3,773 feet. Beyond are San
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Bartolome, 42 m. (36 m. direct). 2,820 foel, Iymg al lhe
foot of tbc Cumbre Mountains and Santa lAcia, 46 m.. 2,165
fcet. l'be maio road is joined al AgQimes. n~ and the
retum joumey is compJeted va Tclde, makin¡ a cirruil of
78 miles.

It is possible lO extend the circ:uit still fal1her by taking the
new road south from San Bartolome lO MaspaJomas, SI m. and
retum via Juan Grande. Gando and Telde. making a total
distance of 88 miles.

The circuit of \he is.land via Apele, San Nicolas. Morgan.
MaspaJomas and Telde is about J46 miles.
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FUERTEVENTURA
This island has an area of 788 sq. mile:s, and measures 63 m.

by 16. It is sccood on1y in size lo Tenerilfe and has sorne
18,632 inhabitants.

Puerto del Rosario (pop. 5,3(0) is both capital and the ¡stand's
principal port. 1be other port is Gran Tanjal, 10 m. lO me
soulh-west.

Fuerteventura in sorne respects resembles the Sabara Desert,
(rom which it is separated by only 60 miles oC sea. Unlike the
more westerly ¡slands, il is relatively low-Iying. and its highest
point is the Orejas de Asno, 2,770 n •• lo Ihe south in the privately
owned sandy península oC landia.

H is more spanely populated Iban any of!he other Canaries.
and less produetive. Howcver, despilc a sbortage oC water,
il produces substantial crops oC sisal, tomatocs. potatoes,
¡rapes and wheat which, togetber witb sorne fishing. provide a
living for !he inhabitants.

The principal víllages are la Oliva (pop. 2,716), Tuineje
(4,067).l..a Antiqua (2,362), Sta. Maria de Betancuria (817), and
Pajara (2,253).

Off the north-east coas! oC Fuerteventura, where the Bocayna
Strait separates il (rom Lanzarote, is !he Isla de Lobos (light
house), covering about 4 sq. miles and privatel)' owned.

Cornmunications are provided b)' the steamers oC the Tras·
mediterranea Compan)' which make two regular caOs a week
at Puerto del Rosario on thcir ron between Las Pahnas and
Am:cife. Steamef'S lie alongsidc a mole, and passengel'! may
walk ashore.

Therc is an airstrip 2 m. from Puerto del Rosario wbere ain:raft
of the Spanish Iberia Company call daily, connocting
Fuerteventura with Las Palmas and I..anurote.

Accommodation is availabJe in Puerto del Rosario, at the
Pension Fuerteventura, a boarding house with bar, grade 2
This now contains 19 rooms, wme with balconies and fine views.
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over the bayo Visitors who would be prepared to find their own
antusemtnts might appreciate a short stay in simple unspoilt
surroundings. The manager understands some English.

1bt clear water round the island and pic:otifui 6sb are attract·
ing visitors interested in under-water 6shing.

There is good bathing from sandy bcaches at Playa Blanca,
within walking distance, and at El Castillo, 8 kms. sher: there is
a 1a¡oon and a ruined tO\\"el'.

Buses ron to the principal villages, but art: of little use te
visiters as !bey do not return until thc foUowing day.

Fuerteventura has littJe to show in the way of interesting old
building!. 1bcre is, bowe~. an anclent church in the village of
Betancuria, originaUy capital oC tbe ¡stand and founded by tlle
conquistador, Jean de Betbencourt al tlle end oC the fifteentb
<:entur)'. Nwnerous windmills, used for grinding wheat and
gofio, are a Ceature oC the somewhat barren laodscape.

Fuerteventura was the horne of the fieroc dogs which are
supposed te have becn responsiblc Cor the name ., Canary ",
and these, sornewbat deteriorated and known as .. bardinos,"
are still bred in tbe ¡sland. Incidentally, legend tells that the
name Fucrleventura comes Crom an exclamation by Juan de
Betheocourt, who, when about to land tbere at the head oC bis
troops in 1402, cried .. QueDe forte ventura" (what a great
adventure).

Camels are largely used ror tranSporto

Cars may be bired in Puerto del Rosario aod Gran TarajaI.
Tbe road distaooe betwcen these two ports via Tuineje and
Antigua is a little ovu 20 miles. Sea distanoe 2S miles.

The hOltest months are July to September. 1bere is a good
deaI of wiod.
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LANZAROTE
lanzarote, the most easterly afthe Canary Islands, is separated

Crom Fuerteventura by the &cayna Strait, and has, with its six
satellites. an area oC 283 sq. m. with a population of 36,580.
The highest poiot is the Risco de Farnara, 2,244 feet. It is the
most volcanic afthe Canaries, and eruptions oC 1730 covered the
richest part oC the island with a sea oC lava. Tbe distance Crom
Las Palmas to Arrecife is 132 miles, and it is easily reached by
sea oc airo To travellers who are prepared to leave the beaten
track in search oC new cxperiences, a stay oC two oc thrce days in
this strange, windy island may be recommcnded. Ship oc air
passages, both ways. together with accommodation in the
Parador, should be booked in advance. Four sailings weekly
Crom Las Palmas and daily air services.

Puerto de Arrecife, population 12,866, is thecapital and port oC
the island oC Lanzarotc.

The passenger steamer btrths at the end oC a long curve<!
mole which endoses a considerable area oC water in front oC the
town. This is known as the Old Harbour.

Tbe Airport lies 4 miles 10 the south-west.

Hotel: Parador Nacional, a cornfortabJe modero building
(29 reoms, 53 beds), belonging to the Spanish Tourist Authoritie:s.
AIso Pensions: Vasca, Grade 2, and España, Grade 3.

Long recfs forming a natural breakwater, protect the port and
are the explanation of its name, arrecife: a recf. The Old
Harbour and the Puerto de Naos to the east are the base for a
large fishing Oeet which operates off the African Coast and
supplies the fish drying factories ofArrecife. A new harbour, Las
Marmoles, is almost completed 2 rn. to the north~t. Adjoin­
jng the town is the pieturesque Charco de San Ginés, a landlocked
lagoon, bordered by the fishing quarter. Salt, largely to supply
the requirements of the fish industry, is produced by evaporation
at Arrecife and in other patts of the island. There is a school
for fishermen, also a school of handiwork.

Two eighteenth century fortresses, bullt by the Spaniards,
protect the two ports. Tbe solid-looking Castillo de San
Gabriel. on the mole opposite the town, is an outstanding

114



(cature, and is slill connected with the short by a causeway
and drawbridge. The Castillo de San José, ~hich guards the
Puerto de Naos., is occupied by the miliUi.ry.

The buüdings of Arrecife are mostly square, single-sIOrey,
white houses in narrow streets unrelieved by trees or flowers.
There are sorne fairly good shops in the León y Castillo, the
principal street. Visitors should see the market; this is sur­
rounde<! by arcades in the shade of which sit vendors of fruit,
fish, poultry, .elc., bur jt is the costumes of the peasants that
will be found more interesting than the produce they seU. The
country woman seems anxious 10 protect her skin (rom the SUD

and wind and swathes her neck and head with a scarf or sbawl
SO lbat only a smaU part of her face is visible. A long-sleeved
garmenl, gauntlet gloves and a great deep, straw hat completes
tne unusual ensemble. The warmest months are July-5eptember.

Behind tbe market buildings, on the sea front, may be secn tbe
camels and donkeys of tbe vendoes.

The parish church is !hat of San Ginés, in whose honour a
fiesta is held each ycar in the latter part of August, wnen tne
esplanade between Ihe end of Ihe mole and Ihe Parador is tilled
wilh round-abouts and the litre broug,ht over from Ba.r«.tona.
At Ihis time Ihe inhabitants indulge roc a week in camival,
music and gaiety which culminates in a fine display of fireworks.
A carnival is held about February or March.

From the terrace oC Ihe Parador steps lead down into tbe
smoolh water oC the barbour. There are modero cinemas.
Unrler-water fishing (April-Nov.); fishing Croro rocks or boat
take own gear).

Tbe Roule to !be Soulb:

Tbis, the more interesting part of Lanzarote, may be covered,
as suggested by the Tourist Authorities, in two half days, the
one to the Fire Mountains (Montañas del Fuego) and the
other lo the sall works at Janubio and the lake at El Golfo.
The writer found, however, lbat everything likely to be of ¡nterest
to a tourist could be seen in Crom six lo seven houes, inc1uding
moderate stops. The suggested route from Arrecife is as follows:

San Bartolomé, 4t m., is a village DOled for its folk dancers.
Beyond this the road enters an atea of volcanic ash, country
of utterly sterile appcarance. At a little distance a field or
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hillside may appear as an unbroken expanse ro grey black Java
ash. OOt on near approach it will be found to be a vineyard.
The whoie area is covered with neat circular depressions, perhaps
nine feet across and five feet deep, in the bottom of each oC
which grows one vine, a vine so prolific thal it may produce
from 200 to 300 bunches of well-f1.avoured grapes. The rainfaU
is very small and one wonders how it is possible that anything
could grow unrler sucb conditions. Tbe secret lies in what is
sometimes caJled tbe .. miracle of the cinders", for this un­
promising powdered lava has tbe remarkable property of
attracting and holding the nigbtly fall of dew and thus supplying
the roots below. These roots are pianted in a smaU quantity
of yellow volcanic soil, generally brought from a distance, and
then over-all are spread a few inches of ash. Tbe vines are
pJanted in depressions as a shelter against tbe slrong winds;
figs are grown in tbe same way, and other developments of the
same principies of cultivalion will be found in many parts of
the island for a variety of crops, such as maize, grain. lucerne,
fruil, tomatoes, onions, etc. A fealure witlt aI.I crops is the
wiod prolection which frequently takes the fom of semi-circular
walls lo give shelter against the preva.iling winds.

In the grape season (August), cameIs may be seen lying
patientIy between me vine pits while their woodcn panniers are
filled with grapes foc conveyance to tbe wine presses.

Villages passed are La Geria, 10 m., Uga, 12t m., and
Yaiza, 16 en. It will be noticed that most of the villages consist
of square houses &et amid palm trees, and have the appearance
of Mooeish ratbee Iban Spanish villages. 5 m. beyond tbe
vilIage of Yaiza, mostly tbrough very rough lava, is Janublo,
a circular lake c10se to the shore, perhaps three-quartets of a mile
across, wbere salt is obtained on a Ia.rge scale by evaporation.
Tbis is wortb seeing, especiaUy in the morning, when the gleaming
white pyramids of salt look like distant encamprnents of tents.
Tbe visitor may walk amoug the salt pans and see the simple
method by whicb the salt is obtained.

Froro Janubio the cae returns almost to Yaiza before turning
off to reach the west coast at El Golfo. Froro the road terminus
it is a shoet walk to the len. along the beach, through sorne
unusuaUy red lava, to El Golfo, a curious lagoon, some 100
yards in lengtb, which lies c10se to tbe sea at the foot of a semi­
circle of crater. Tbe sides of the crater show a remarkable
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lace-like strata, and the water in the lagoon is oC bright yellow.
green colour, due it is said, to the presence of &ome marine planto

South oC Yaisa are the fishing villages oC Playa Blanca and
Berugo. Near me latter is the circular tower, the Torre del
Aguija, built by Bethencouct early in the 15th century.

From Yaiza the route turos north-east into a region of corno
plete desolation of lava among broken craters where there is
no cultivation, nor, indeed, any sign of life. One oC the many
strea.ms of lava that once tlowed aYer this area has. now the
striking appearance ofa petrified river. It is possible to arrange
in advance to be met by camels at one poiot (Ptas. 50 for two
persons) to ascend to the rest house on the mountain aboYe,
whence there is a fine view over the craters. It is said tIlat tht:re
are sorne three hundred craters in the island, and in this part
the visitor finds himseif ringed about by sugarloaf hills from
which the tops have been erupted, leaving thero jagged and
awo-inspiring. A good deal, however, may be seen without
this dígression by camel, and presentIy the road branches left
into the heart oC the Pire Mountains, ending at the Islote de
Hilario, where in places the ground ís yellow with sulphur.
The hiD to the left is one oC the hottest oC the tire mountains,
and just below the surfaee ís very considerable heat, though the
ground is not noticeably ho! under foot. Generally the driver
will have with him a bundle of brushwood, which, when pushed
into a shallow hole, at once gives off smoke, and within a matter
of seconds bursts into a mass oC angry flame. H futther demon­
stration ís required, one may fry eggs or boil water by placing
a pan in a shallow hole. Statistics give the teI1lperature as
140° C. at 10 eros. depth and 460° C. at 60 eros. TIte scenery
round aoout is desolate in \he extreme, and tbougb one lcnows
that these volcanoes, whose tire lies hidden so near the surface,
have not erupted since 1730, ene wonders how soon they may
fiare up once more.

About a hundred yards to the rlgbt of the road, soon after
leaving Islote de Hilarlo on !he way back, is a miniatUfe crater
known as the Chocolate Cup, so<alled Crom the appearance of
its interior, which resembles chocolate paint. lt is worth stopping
for a few minutes to see this.

On the retucn journey to Arrecife one passes through !he village
of Mallcha Blanca. Here in the Ermita de los Dolores is an
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ima¡e of the Virgin which is credited with the stopping of a lava
flow, and a1so with saving tllany ships, models of which are to
be seco 10 tbe left oftbe altar (Fiesta de Dolores 15 Nov.). 1be
road then passe:s through Veguetll, Mo:z;ap and San BartoJomé,
oompleting the rouod tour back. to Arrecife in a trip of about
69 ...

Nortbm1 RCMlte:

Most of what is of interest io the nortbem half of the istand
may be seen in fue course of a full day trip. 1be road from
Arrecife passes through !he village of l'Uicbe, 3 m., to San
Miaad de Tegme, 6 m.. once the principal vilJage of the
island, but now of litlJe accounL TIlo principal chun:b, Iglesia
de San Miguel, was scverely damaged by tire, and rebuilt early
in the present century. The figure of tbe Virgin, ovcr tbe High
Altar, was o~ stolen by an implouS Moor, whose flight was
intercepted by a large dog, and the ímage was recavere<!. A
smaU painting at tbe foot oC fue Virgin shows the dog at the
throat oC the Moor, and a scar on the Virgin's left oye is said
lO have becn received in the struggle. The two old and disused
Conveots oC San Francisco and Santo Domingo are of little
interest. In a workshop dcscribed as a School of Handiwork,
the three types oCmandolin used in the Canary Islands are made.

On the brow of a steep hin outside the village in tht direction
of Haria is the imposing 16th century fortress. the Castle of
Anti¡uo Guanapay, now caIled the Castillo de Santa Barbara.
lhis was built 10 protect the Spanisb ganison againsi the Moors,
who made attacks on !he istand from tUne lo time. It may be
reached by driving along a trae:k (or sorne distanee up the
hillside and leaving the cae to walk up oYer the rough lava lo
thc cast1e (10 minutes). It is necessary, in the absence of any
steps, lo climb up a few feet of masonry to gain admission lo
the building. This is not 't'CrY diffic:ult but cace must be takco
as there is usually a strong wind blowing.

The road frcm Teguisc lo Haria passes Los VaDes, 12 m.,
3M c:limbs the Cuesta de Jos ValIe;" 1,980 n., wheoce there is
a ver)' fine view down inlo thc Valley of Haria. The valIey is
a fertile OOC, and the wrute houses of Harla. 141 m., set about
with paIms, remind one of a desert oasis. Near the viewpoint
it the Church of thc Virgin de las Nieves.
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Haria i:s a Cairly lacge vilIage witb a Conda wbere Coad aOO
accommodation may be obtained, but thc:re is littJe lo detain
thc tourist. Bcyond, !he road continues through maJpais,
apparently useless lava country, but which, witb ¡reat
industJy, has in part been reclaimed. Grapes and othec Cmit
¡row wcll in this unpromis.ing area.

The road passes thcough the villages oC MAguez and Yi,
sorne distancc beyond which it comes to an end at a disused
battery, on a high poiot known as 'Bateria del Rio. 19; m., whicb
commands a magnificent and memorable view across the Strait
oC El Rio, three-qua.rters fo one mile wide, lo the island oC
Graciosa. This, actually the eighth in size oC the Canary Group,
is about 5i miles long by 2; wide. On it are two ftsbing vilIa¡es
and Coue extinct vokanoes, the highest being about 875 fl It is
possible 10 arrange to ctOSS the Strait by motor launcb if speciaUy
desired. More distant Iban Graciosa, but norrnally visible, are
the smaller isiands of Montalla Clara (I! by t m.), El Roque and
Alegranza (21 by 2t m.). The eltcucsion to El Rio should be made
in the moming when visibility is usuaUy at its best.

1be return joumey is by the cast roast, bearin¡ Jeft aOer
1eavinJ; Yé lo sce the e.e.. de Los Verdes and the Jameo del
Aaua- It is pcrbaps best lo proceed 10 the end oC the road and
scc the Iameo del Agua first (made and suitable stopping place
Cor lunch). This is a lofty vokaIDc cavem reached by steps
Crom the cae tenninus. Within is a stretch oC c1ear salt water
sorne 30 by 10 yards, in which live a very small. blind, white
crab, said to be Cound nowhere else. Both ends oC tbe cavem
are open aud light also enten through a shart Crom above,
causing weird refiections in the still waters.

On the way bact to Yé the two entranees to the Cueva de
Los Verdes may be seen, both oC them close to the roadside.
This is a ¡rut volcanic cavem through which, by eatering at
the seaward end, it is possib1e lo pass aOO emerge at the landward
entrancc Hm. distant. Visitors would rarely wish lo see more
!han the entrances to the cave, and should not atlempt to do
so without a guide and proper equipment obtainablo Crom Harfa.
It would be very danger.ous otherwise as there are several
brand»es and in places ropes are oocessary. Sorne parts oC
the grotto are said lo be 200 Ceet hi¡h. lt was in this caYC
that !he inhabitants took reCuge when thc islaOO was invaded
in the 16th and 17th ceoturies, OOt it is said tbat in the end the



secret was ¡iven to C>DC oC the Mool1 by a girl, and that in
consequence somc hUDdreds werc talceD away into slavery.

TIte circular route puses through Arrieta. a fishiDg village,
Mala, GlIlltiza and Tahicbe, making a ci.rcuit of about 56 miles
which may be aocornplished comfortably in from five to six
bours, according to stops.

From TegW:5e there is a road which continues across the island
to 14 Caleta, a fishin¡ vi1Iage and summer batbing resort with
3 m. oC beach. Soon after leavin¡ Tegui.se. the road descends
into a wide level plain oC lava, which produces only an inedible
bushy planto the aulaga, which is collected and used as fuel.

120



TENERIFFE
Teneriffe is the largest oC the Canary Islands, with a population

oC 387,767 (abeut 300 British). lis capital and principal port
is Santa Cruz de Tenerife. The area oC the island is 2,058
sq. km!. (795 sq. miles).

It is volcanic and very mgged, being litUe more tban a long
mountain ridge sloping steeply lO 1he sea. The most remarkable
feature is the world·famous Peak, 12,152 f~t. known as Pico de
Teide, which is surrounded at a beight oC from su to seven
thousand leet by the sunken crater oC the Cañadas. Mucb oC
the scenery is magnificent. with remarkable contrasts ofmountain
and sea, rich banana lands and volcanic desolation. _ExceDent
eoads place sorne oC the finest country within easy reach oC the
visitar.

The principal industries are agricultural, with large exports
oC bananas, tomatoes and potatoes, also salt 6sh to Arrica.
Manufactures are cigars, drawn lincn-work, glassware and
canning. Al Santa Cruz is a Iarge oil refinery with a capacity
oC 1,200,000 toos per annum served by a constant succession oC
tankers, and an important business in oil-bunkering.

English is understood in tbe botels used by visitors and in
roost of the shops in Santa Cruz.

HoteJs: These are listed under Santa Cruz, La Laguna and
Puerto de la Cruz. Two Pensions are mentioned under Orotava.

A large and handsome Parador (lnn), built and operated by
the Spanish Government Towist Authorities is at Las Canadas.
Anotber, under private management, the Hostal del Drago,
bas been cstablished at Icod. These provide, at a moderate
charge, accommodation oC a standard acceptable to Coreign
visitors.

TeneriB'e Festivals :
Jan. Tacoronte. Official GolfOtampionship : General

Franco CuP.

Jan. S Santa Cruz. Parade through the city of the Wise
Kings with camels ridden by Teneriffe
girIs in typicaJ dress.
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July

June

June

Sept. (last
Sunday)

May 1-10 Santa Cruz. Festivals commemorating the CroS!
and the foundation of the City.
Massed bands, cavalcades. decorated
coaches, bull-fights. exhibitions or
local arts and crafts, etc. A Regional
Day is celebrated with exhibitions of
traditional costumes, customs, rolk
dancing, singing parties, wrestliog,
etc.

La Laguna. Corpus Christi. Religious Festival.
Carpels of flowers aloog route or
procession.

Villa Octava del Corpus. Religious Festi·
Orotava. val. Carpets oC ftowers in principal

stteets.
July 16 Santa Cruz. Festival of the Virgin del Carmen.

Maritime procession and nautical
sports.

July 2S Santa Cruz. Civil and military commemoration of
the successful deCence of the city
against Lord Nelson in 1797.

Puerto de la Tradition festivals in honour oC the
Cruz. Virgin del Cannen and of the Gran

Poder de Dios.
July 27 La Laguna. Festival of San Cristóbal, Patroo of

the city. In the moming the Flag of
the Cooquest is carried in a civil
procession from the TOwD Hall lO tbe
Cathedral.

Aug.14-1S Candelaria. Festival of the Virgin of Candelaria,
when the appearance of the Virgin to
the Guanches is represented.

Sept. 15 La Laguna. Traditional festivals in honour oC
Santisimo Cristo. Fair, exhibitions,
wrestling, battle oC flowers. etc.

Sept. 16 Santa Cruz. Festival of Our Lady of Mt. Carmen.
Folklore rally, wrestling, etc.

Puerto deJa ditto.
Cm.
lcod de los Fiesta del Santisimo Cristo.
Vinos.
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SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE
Santa Cruz. capital city Ilfld pon uf Teneriffe. founded in

1494. has a population oC 133.100. ofwhom about 50 are British.
The entrance to Santa Cruz from the sea is imposing. and

is dominated by !be tower oC the fine Palace oC the Islaad
CouDeil and the Civil War Monument, both on the Plaza Espana.
The mast is fring.ed with high cliffs and bebind the ehy the
hills cise steeply to La Laguna and beyend. Tbe long south
Mole which protects the harbour and al which the larger vessels
berth, abuts on the Plaza Espana in the centre oC tbe city.
AdjoiníDg tbis is the Plaza del Candelaria, out oC thc upper part
oC which leads the Calle del castillo, the principal shopping
street.

Hotels: Category Rooms
Mencey Luxury 320
Orotav8 1B 33
Camacho . 2 S6
Pino de Oro 2 25
Anaga 2 40
Ramos 2 2S
Pension Spragg .. Luxury 14
Residencia Principe . . . . . . Luxury 24

(fumished room, bath and breakfast only)
Hostal Santa Cruz 1 15
Leon Medioa Pension 2 100
Under present condilions it is not practicable to inc1ude hotel
tariffs. 15% to 20% is added to hotel accounts for service, and
there is an additional tax in 1uxury grade hotels. There are
many pensions.

Nates 011 Hatds in Santa CnIl. de 1'enerife

The preliminary remarks in the note on Las Palmas hotels
are applicab1e te Santa Cruz also (p. 90).

The address of the Spanish State Tourist Office is Palacio
Insular, Santa Cruz de Tenerife.

The map on page 61 is keyed to show the positions of the
hotels roentioned below.

Mencey Hotel (Ref. No. 7) is a luxury grade establishment.
recently much enlarged, with attractive gardens and swimming
balh.
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Orotava Hotel (Ref. No. 8) is old establisbed and ver)' central1y
s.ituatlX!. on the Plaza de la Candelaria.

Camacho Hotel (Ref. No. 9) and Anaga Hotel (Ref. No. 28)
are both in the central part of the city.

Pino de Oro Hotel (Ref. No. 10) lies above the Municipal
Park; Ramos Hotel (Ref. No. 19), also in the upper part of the
city, is just off the Rambla de General Franco.

Pension Spragg (Ref. No. 11) is a conúortable establishment
near the Municipal Park and the English Church.

Residencia Principe (Ref. No. 29), centrally situated in the
city, ()trers comfortable aceommodation, hed, bath and break­
fastonly.

Hostel Santa Cruz (Ref. No. 30) and Leon Medina Pensíon
(Ref. No. 3I) are both central, the latter be.ing clase to the sea
front.

There are several other pensions and a Category 3 hotel.

RestaaraDts : Meals may be obtained at most oC the hotels.
Also Sotomayor, Villalba Hervas; Gambrinus, Adelantado 3;
Atlántico, Marina 1; Pino Gumira, Porlier 52.

There are numerous restaurants, cafes and bars. Foreign
visiton usually meet at the Atlantic on the sea Cronl.

Cabarets: Copacabana, Riga and Rosaleda. These opeo from
9 p.m. te 3.30 a.m. Spanish ladies resident in the island do
not go to these entertainments.

Visitors' EDquiry Office: Spanish State Tourist Department,
Palacio Insular del Cabildo. (Palace of the IsJand Council on
¡earront to right ofCivil Wae Monumeot when lookingseawards.)

Guide Interpreten: lbe services of thc.se may be obtained
through the Tourist Office.

Newspapers : El Dio and La Tarde daily in Spanish.

Umon-Castie Agents: Elder Dernpster (Canary Islands) Ud.,
Avenida de Anaga, 13.

Agents rOl Inter-lsIand Senices: Compai'l.ia Trasmediter­
ranea, Marina 3. (See p. 71 for sailings).

Air Suvic:es: Iberia Offices, Avenida de Anaga (Cacitsa
Bldg.). Airport {I..o$ Rodeos) Ji- m., from Santa Cruz. Cia.
Aviaco, Calle del Pilar. (See p. 78 foe services).
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LancJing Arl'llDgemeDts: Teneriffe is a free port and tbere
are no Customs formalities affecting visilOrs' normal baggage.

Touriit Agencies: CYRASA (Elder Dempster): Avenida de
Anaga No. 13; Viajes Atlantida, San Francisco, 9; Blandy,
Marina 45; Marsans, San José Street (Casino Bldg.); Wagon-Lits
Cook, Pilar, 2, Viajes Solymar, San José, 2.

Banks: There are severa), but Travellers' Cheques are usually
negotiated al the Baok of Spain. Viera y Clavijo, 25.

Consuls: The British ConsuJate is at Marina, 15; Port\Jgal,
Garcia Moroto 12. There is no United States Coosulate.

Taxis within the city operate on taximeters and are very
moderate. Por shoet distances it is customary lO give a lV8tuity
of about 20%. Por country exevrsions there are official tariffs,
but it is advisable to agree en fares in advance. Modero caes
are available.

Bu!les withID tbe City operare frequeotly to aJl parts at modest
fares.

Long Dlstance Buses are operated by Transportes do Tencrife,
Marina, 11. These vehides serve ilie principal centres at
economical fares. Buses on the northern routo ron lO La
Laguna, Tacoronte, Orotava, Puerto de la Cruz, Los Realejos,
Icod and Buenavista. There are eigllt dircct services a day to
Puerto de la Cruz and others via Orotava. Single fare by
regular linc bus Santa Cruz to Puerto de la Cruz: Ptas. 17.

Buses on the southem route serve Candelaria, Guimar, Arafo,
Pasma and Granadilla. Certain taXis run between Santa Cruz,
Orotava and Puerto de la Cruz al the same fares as the buses,
Enquire Turismo Office. Buses start from Plaza Weyler.

Britisb Institutioos : There are Englisb churcbes al Santa Cruz
and Puerto de la Cruz, both subscanlial stone buildiogs erected
by the British community about the beginning of this century.
British cemeteries io Santa Cruz near San Sebastian Street, ano
al Puerto de la Cruz.

There are a British Library and a British Outdoor Sports Club
al Pucrta de la Cruz. No British dactoes or nursing facilities
but English·speakiog doctoes available. English children are
senl horne to be educated.
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Entertainments.
Tbeatres: Companies come occasionally from Spain to the

Guimera Theatre. Severa! cinemas.

Musk: The Municipal or MjJjtary Band p1ays in winter
11 a.m. to l p.m. on Sunday momings at the Plaza Príncipe; in
summer at same time on Thursday. During the winter the
Symphonic Orchestra gives month1y performances.

Dances are held in the Casino (membership of Casino not
neeessary), at the Mencey Hotel, Nautical Qub, Sahara. Marina,
etc.

Local FoIk Dances: Exhibitions are arranged frequently in
the Municipal Park (as advertised).

BuU-F1gbting: TIle Bull Ring, tbe only one in tbe Canaries.
is in the Rambla de General Franco. and seats more than 6.000
spectators. Matadors. buUs, etc.• are brought from Spain and
occasional fights are arranged during the sununer, especially
during the May festivals. nete are generally five or six bull­
fights each yeac. They start at 4 oc 5 p.m. and usua1ly six bulls
are killed. Admission fcom about Ptas. 50 foc seats in the sun
to about Ptas. 350.

Canary Island Wresiling: (Luchas Canarias). Contests
throughout the year.

Coddigbting: Meetings are held on Sunday afternoons
between February aud May in San Sebastian Street.

AssociatiOD FootbaU : Matches are held on Sunday aftemoons
during the winter months.

Golf: TIle Teneriffe Golf Oub has its club house and course
(18 hoJes: must take own clubs) al El Pellen, lUl3F Tacoronte
1.850 ft. 8t m.• from Santa Cruz. Grass greens, restaurant,
telephone. and boarding accommodatioD for players. Miniature
golf in the Municipal Park, Garcia Sanabria. Santa Cruz.

Tennis : Courts are avaiIable to residents at the Hotel Menccy.
Santa Cruz, and at the Taoro Hotel, Puerto de la Cruz. Tbere
are also courts at the Nautical Club (see Index); and the
British Outdooc Sports Club at Pueno de la Cruz has facilities
for tennis. badminton and croquet, Tbe Bethencoun Tennis
Club admits temporary members.
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The Municipul Park (No. 17 on plan) is we11 laid out with
trees, f1.owers, fountain, miniature golf, etc., and has sorne cages
of monkeys and birds.

Bathlng ud 8eaclles: The best beaches are the Playa de San
Andtes, 5i m. N.E. from Santa Cruz; Playa Martianez and San
Telmo at Puerto de la Cruz; Playa de San Marcos at lcod; and
Médano and Los Cristianos (fonda) in the south of the island.

There are fine batlting pools at the Naulical Club; al the
Balneario ($00 below); at the Martianez Beaeh and Taoro Hotel,
las Vegas Hotel and Tenerife Playa Hotel at Puerto de la Cruz;
at the Mencey Hotel, Santa Cruz, aOO at the vi.Uage oí Bajamar.

Please see note on bathing costumes under .. Oothing."

Nau.tieaI Club: This handsome modern club stands ~n the
seafront on tbe road (o San Andres. It has a splendid bathing
pool, tennis courls. restaurant, etc., and is one of the finest of
its kind in Spain. Swirnming. sailing and rowing eompetitions.
Visirocs are admitted 10 temporary membership on presentation
of an introducHon card from their hotel, the Tourist Offiee or
a member. Tbe subscription is Ptas. 250 for 7 days: Ptas. 500
for 15 days and Ptas. 1,000 for 30 days.

Balneario: This recently constructed bathing pool, restaurant,
ete., (admission Ptas. 5), is 2 m. from the city on tIle road 10
San Andres, and is served by bus. Foreign visitors, however,
usual1y use \he Nautical Oub.

lbe CasIno (no gambling), is a beautifully appointed building
overlooking tbe Plaza de la Candelaria and the sea. It contains
interesting pietures by modern Canary artists, and is now used
as a club for both ladies and gentlemen. Foreign visitors are
welcomed as temporary members and might find sueh member­
ship very congenial if they should be making a long stay. The
Oub Library includes English books.

In the Council Chamber of the Island Council (clase to
Turismo Office) is an outstanding mural painting covering all
the walls. Th.is depicts the aetivities of the people of the seven
Canary Islands, incIuding the Guanches. The artist, Jase
Aguiar, is a Caoary !stand painter. Admission free 00 request.

Oí recent yean great improvernents have been made lo the
seafront of Santa Cruz, principally in the construclion of the
fine Avenida de Anaga and the Plaza de la Candelaria. The
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Civil War Monument stands on the site of the Castillo de San
Cristobal. which defended the Mole. In Nelson's day the
distance Crom the Castillo lo the end oC lile Mole was only about
100yards.

1t is in the Plaza de la Candelaria and the Avenida de Anaga
that lile inhabitants promenade in the earJy evenings (see
.. paseo" in Index). The principal shopping street, the Calle
de Castillo, leads off the upper part of the Plaza.

The Plaza del Principe. shaded by Indian Iaurels, has a
banclstand where concerts are given Crequently. In the Plaza
Weyler is the Capitania General, where General Franco, then
Captain General oC the Canaries, organised the National Rising
oC JuIy, 1936. Tbe Municipal Park contains a good collection
oC indigenous and sub-tropical trees and plants.

Most interesting among the numerous monuments is El
Triunfo de la Candelaria in the Plaza de la Caldelaria. It was
the work ofthe sculptor, Canova, 1778, and commemorates the
appearance oC the ViGgin lo the Guanches.

The Parisb ChurdJ, Parroquia de N.S. de la Concepcion,
sometimes known as the Cathedral, is a large building with
five naves and a square 1ower, mostly dating from !he 17th
century. On the north waU are 000 oC Nelsoo's 8ags captured
during his assault on tbe city, and nearby is the original cross
carried by Don Alonso Fernandez de Lugo, the conqueror oC
the island, when he landed in Teneriffe in 1493. There is sorne
fine wood carving, especially in the unfinished Capilla de Carta,
a ehapelleft just as it was when fue craftsman died.

]be EDaIfsh Omrth, Sto George's, is ao attractive stone
building in the Plaza de 25 de Julio. Services are held at 11 a.m.
on Sundays (Iay-reader) from October lo Baster.

Tbe Municipal Museum, which is in the fonner Convent oC San
Francisco, is entered Crom below the Plaza del Principe. Open on
weekdays (closed Mondays) from 9 a.m. 10 1 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m.
Sundays 10 a.m. 10 1 p.m. Admissioo free on Sundays and
Thursdays, Ptas. 5.00 other days. It contains paintings and
scuIptW'C and includes lhe work oC local artists.

Musewu oí the Cabildo Insular (2nd ftoor). Open weekdays
10 a.m. 10 1 p.m. and 4 10 7 p.m.; Sundays 10 a.m. 10 1 p.m.
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Admission Ptas 2. This specialises in Guanche archeology and
anthropology and contains valuable and well displayed collee·
tions of mummies, skulls, ete.

On the seafront, just beyond lhe Club Nautical, is an old
battery, fue Castillo de Paso Alto, laid out as a ¡arden. It
contains among others the famous cannon, .. The Tiger ", wbich
wounded Lord Nelson wben he lost bis arm on the Mole in lhe
attack on fue City oí\. 25 JuIy, 1191.

Fine Arts: A permanent exhibition is maintained at tbe
Circulo de Bellao Artes, Calle de Castillo, 47.

1be Ubrary, which ¡neludes a colleetion of books 00 the
Canary Istands, is housed in tbe same building as the Museum
aod is open on weekdays 1-5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.

The Markel. situated clase to the centre ofthe city, is usually
well stocked with fruit and otber produce. It is best visited
early in the momios, at aoy rate befare 0000.

A FEW HOURS IN TENERIFFE

1be following notes are intended to help visi10rs 10 Santa Cruz
from passing sbips to make the most of a short time ashore,
espccialiy when no organised excursions are arranged for lhem.

The best sOOrt oxcursion, which includes magnificent mountain
scenery and a visit 10 the old city of La Laguna, is Route 3 to
the Mercedes Forest and the Pico del Ingles. Ciccuit 26 miles,
allow three hours.

A longer trip is across the istand lo Puerto de la Cruz, Route 1,
via La Laguna and retuming via Villa Orotava. 1bis journey
of about 60 miles includes visits 10 three interesting old towns
and many villages. Allow 4! bours.

For a short drive. a visit to La laguna is suggested, about 12 m.
retum, allow li hours. 1be driver should be instructed to stop
at the varioos places of interest.

Charges for country drives should be agreed with the driver
in advance; taxis inside the city boundaries operate 00 meters
and are ver)' moderate.

Visitors to Santa Cruz on foot may see the shops in the Plaza
del Candelaria and in the Calle del Castillo which leads off it;
they may make their way to the Conception Parish Church
(Nelson relies) and the Market, and they will find pleasant
Continental cares ncar the sea front where they may obtain
refreshments.
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If, in order to see more, the visitor takes a taxi, he should
include in addition to the foregoing, the Nautical Club and the
adjaamt CastjJ)o de Paso Alto, and drjve past the Municipal
Oardens" the English Churcb and the Bull Ring.

For batbing it is best to obtain an introduction to the Nautical
Club through the Tourist Bureau, where there is a fine swimming
bath. The Spanish are conservativo in !he matter of bathing
costumes-see note under C10thing 00 page 79.

ROUTE 1.

SANTA CRUZ ro LA LAGUNA, VILLA OROTAVA,
PUERTO DE LA CRUZ, ICOn, AND GARACHICO

The road c1imbs the bilis lo the west behind thc City and
passes through built.up area& for most of the way to La. Laguna
5i m., 1,774 feet, situated in the Agüere Valley, population
57,344. formedy thc capital ofTenerill'e., Tbere is an atmospbere
ofleisured peaee in the quiet streets oftbe old city, sorne oC which
have shown titde change with thc passing oC the eenturies.
La Laguna has a University and is the seat oC the Bishop; and
tbere are many examples of early Canary Island architeeture,
for it abounds in churchet, convents and balconied manor
bouses. Ovcr the doors of many of the hoU!;e!l. are carved the
anns oC tbeir noble owners. Noteworthy are the Town Hall,
th~ BishOP's Palace and the Nava Palace.

Hotels: Aguere; Grade 2. 33 rooms. Pension Soria,
13 rooms and Pension Ramos, both Grade 2.

The cathedral (reconstructed) contains the tomb oC Don
Alonso Femandez de Lugo, conqueror oC Teneriffe (died J525),
a fine ltalian marble pulpit and sorne good Iocally made silver­
work. The oJdest church in the city. now a national monumento
is the Iglesia de la Conception, commeneed in 1511. It has a
high tower and the interior contains a well carved puJpit and
good silverwork.

The garden of tbe Ecclesiastical Seminary of San Domingo
contains a remarkable dragon tree (to be seen by permission)
said to be oC very great age, though not so old as that at Icod
(see Index). By meaos ofa step ladder one may enter the central
platform Corroed by tbe brancbes, when it will be appreciated
bow i. was possibJe to CeJebrate Mass ~de a tree as was done
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in the fan'lous drngon tree whicb forroedy $toOO in Villa Orotava.
To the east of \he city is the Airport, Los Rodeos, 71 ro., with
modern installations.

TaCOl'Ollte, 121 m., 1,544 ft.. population 10,282, is served by
bus from La Laguna. TIte newer portion built c10se to the
rnain road js without interest, but \he old village lying at sorne
distance below is picturesque and worth visjting. Here, behind
the altar in the Convent ofSan Augustio (1662), may be seen tbe
famous wooden Christ of Tacoronte, to which many mira.cles
are attributed. It js said to have been made in Genos in tbe
17th century. The Parish Church of Santa Catalina is nearby
and contains fine locaUy made silverwork.

Near Tacoronte, at FJ PefioD, is \he Golf Course.
~ road continues, mostly within a 8igbt of \he sea, passing

aboye El Sauzal, 14 m., aod through the villages ofla Matanza,
16 oo., La Victoria, 17 OO., to Sama Ursula, 19 ID. A IiUle
beyond this a tum in the road reveals a splendid view over
the Valley of Ototava. This is ofien known te foreigners as
Humboldt's Comer, for jt was here \hat the tamoos traveller,
on seeing it for the first time, declared it in bis enthosiasro te be
tbe most enchanting view that eyes bad seen. The road now
divides, \be left rork going te Villa Orotava and \he right to
Puerto de la Cruz (two routes) and tbe north roast Toad to Icod.

VllIa Orotava, population 22.371, is an important town Iying
at an altitude of more tban 1.000 feet in \he bills above Puerto
de la Cruz, from whicb it is distant 4 m. by road. It is a
pieturesque place with fine old build.ings 80d brigbt gardens. and
is still lhe horne of sorne of tbe Spanish noble families. AmODg
the more notable buildings are tbe Church and Convent oC
S. Francisco at tbe lower end of \he Plaza, now oocupied by
military, and \he Iglesia de la Concepcion, with unusual dome
and turrets. recently declated a national monumenL Higher up
tbe hill in a street named San Francisco tbete are some fine
larg,e houses wi.1:h handsome baJconies and coats-of·a.nns of
their owners carved over the doorways. Still higher are the
hospital, the old church oC San Juan and a curious old aquedlK1.
Tea. etc., rnay be had at tbe Cale Egon Wende.

PensloDS : Teide and Academia (grade 2) ; Suiza and Victoria
(grade 3).
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42 rooms
22.
132
260
40
78
39
34
87
.5
27
24
19

Frequent bus servjce fo tbe Puerto, or a footJ>atb roa)' be
taken through the banana plantations.

Beyond Orotava the road climbs the Monte Verde to the
Portillo, 17 m., at the gateway to Las Cañadas, where it links
with the route to Santa Cruz via Esperanza (see route 2).

TIte right-baad road again divides, the left fOTk foc tbe nortb
coast Toad and the right to Puerto de la Cruz.

Puerto de la CnIz, 281 m. from Santa Cruz, is a 8maU disused
por! which fonnerly served the nearby town of Orotava, popu·
lati~o 15,248. lt is an attractive old town wilh I1lany pleasing
exarnples oE Canary archjteetl.lce incll.lding groups of old housa
with balconies, and tbe cocious mutlers throl.lgh which the
women looked unseen at the passers-by, There is an old shady
plaza, and nearby is the principal church, the Iglesia de N.S, de
la Pena de Francia.

Witbin too past few years Puerto has become famous as a
boliday resort and roany modero hotels havo beca built. It
attraets thousands oC visitoÍs from Europe, both in summer
and winter, who come foc the sunshine and batbing. Bathers
use the Martianez Beach (black sand) oc the Manianez or San
Telmo swimming pool.

Hotels:
Europahotel Oro Negro Grade lA
Las Vegas lA
Taoro.. lA
fenerife Playa lA
Tigaiga lA
Valle Mar lA
Belgica lB
Martianez lB
Monopol lB
Marquesa 2
Residencia Re" lB
Residencía Astoría Bamba Z
Residencia Iriarte Z

Notes on Hotels at Puerto de la Cruz
This botiday resort h.as developed Tapidly over the past few

yea.rs; most of the hotel!; on the sea front were built very rccently
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and ate in all respecl$ moderno AlI the Iarger hotels in Puerto
de la Cruz were inspected by the wriler in 1962 and created a
favourabIe jrnpression. They appeared. likely to satisfy British
visitors. The sma1Ier and lower category establisbments also
seemed lo give good value for the m<Xiest tariffs charged, and a
litt1e Grade 3 residencia (bed and breakfast ooly) offered clean
and decent rooros which might mit those with whoD\ economy
was of fint importance.

A fuillist oC hotels, etc., together with latest tariff details is
obtainable from the Spanish Stale Tourist Office, Palacio
Insular, Santa Cruz de Tenerife.

A 15% service charge is added ro accounts as elsewhere' in
theIslands.

English, French, German and Spanish is spoken in most
hote1s.

The map on page 133 is keyed to show the positions oC the
hotels mentioned below.

Facing the sea on Avenida de Colon are the Las Vegas (ReE.
No. 1), Valle-Mar (Re!. No. 5), Belgica (Ref. No. 6) and the
TeoeriCe Playa (Ree. No. 3). Las Vegas and Tenerife Playa are
both large modem hotels with fine views of sea and the Peak
of Tenerlffe. AlI rooms in bulh hotels have private bath oc
shower, toilet and telephone. Las Vegas has a private swirnming
pool. Tenecife Playa has a small pool, dancing and night club.
The Belgica is a smaller hotel also in a very good position.
The Valle-Mar is a well appointed modero establishment; aU
rooms with bath, balcony and telephone.

In the Calle Quintana, just off the sea front, are the Monopol
(Ref. No. 8) and the Marquesa (Ret. No. 9). Th.e Monopol
is a comforlable old-established hotel, modernised in 1961, all
rooms with batb and tollet. Nearby is the Residencia Rex
(Ref. No. 10) under same management. The Marquesa is also
an old established hotel recently modemised and built in Spanish
Sirle round a central patio. Another oI !he older hote1s is the
Martianez (Ref. No. 1) near the Martianez Beach. In the same
vicinity are the Astoria Bamba (Ref. No. 11) bui!t ~ 1958 and
the Residencia lriarte (Ref. No. 12).

On the hill aboye Puerto are the Taoro Hotel (Ref. No. 2)
and the Tigaiga Hotel (Ret. No. 4). The Taoro .is a very oId
established hotel, rerently rebuilt, standing in large grounds.
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Fine swimming pool, tennis. views oC sea and !he Peak. Nearby
is the modern hotel, Tigaiga, pleasantly situated. with a garden.
near British Oub. Astoria Bambi. mentioned aboYe, is under
the same management.

Higher up the hill, inside the gafes oC the Taoro Hotel. is thc
English QlUrch, a stene building witb good windows. Services
during winter montbs. Sorne 150 yards below the hotel gate
is tbe British Outdoor Sports Qub with good tennis, croquet,
bowling, and badrninton coum. Lea days: Tuesdays and
Saturdays. Visitors are welcomed as members; fees are very
modesto Just aboYe tbe Club on tbe oilier side oC tbe eoad is
tbe British Ubrary, open Tuesdays and Fridays 5 te 6 p.m.,
where there is a considerable colIection of books. Temporary
members are welcomed.

A bus runs from Puerto to Orotava every 30 minutes.
The Orotava Botanical Gardens (admission Ptas. 5) lie

between me Puerto and Orotava and should be visited. They
were established in 1788 for tbe purpose of acclimatising userul
plana Crom America and Asia as a stepping-stone to transo
planting tbem to tbe Spanish mainland. Such ttansfers from
Teneriffe to Spain proved a Caliure, but the plana have grown
luxurlous!y at Orotava. Treos in tbe Gardens are mostly
nwnbered and a useful reference catalogue in En¡lish (price
Ptas. 6) is obtainable rrom the custodian.

A little beyond Puerto along lhe north coast road is a branch
te the left which leads up to tbe villagc of Realejo Alto. The
church oC Santiago, which was amongst the oldest in tbe island,
was destroyed by fue recently. The main road is rejoined via
Realejo Bajo.

San Juan de la Rambla, 32; miles, is a picturesque old
village. Outside the litde church are buildings witb typical
overhanging balconies; that at the house marked .. No. 2 .. is a
very gond example.

lcod. 40 m., 721 ft., popuiation 15,042, is 30 atttactive old
town with a parish church and pleasant shady square frem which
there are extensive views over tbe fruitful Valley of Icod. At
the side oC the main road 00 the rar side of the town is thc
famoos dra.2on tree said to be over 3.000 years old. Accom­
modation at the Hostal del Drago and Pension Gloria, both
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grade 2. Beyond Icod the route climbs rapidly and reaches a
magnificent viewpoint at El Tanque, 45 m., 1,462 ft., situated
00 the terrible lava stream whicb in former times englilfed the
town and port of Garachico below.

The road continues lo the villages of Santiago, S4 m., GUta,
66 m., 3nd AdeJe, 78 m. From this point one may retum lo
Santa Cruz via Guimar, 79 m., thus making 3 complete circuit
of the island, total distance 157 m. (preferably aJlow 2 days).

The lower road from Icod leads lo the old towo of Garachico,
42 m., the most importaot town in the island until it was for
the most part buried by a great lava fiow from aboye in 1705.
This not only destroyed !he town but filled up its harbour.
Among tbe few old buildings remaining, whicb include churches
and convents, is the picturesque liule fortress at the harOOur,
the Castillo de San Miguel. with fivc coats-of-arms carved oYer
the doorway. Off the port is the great Rock of Garacbico, and
there is a smaller ooe closer inshore. Both are surmounted by
crosses ex.pressive of the prayers of the inhabitants to be spared
another eruption.

Farther 00 are the Iarge villages of Los SUos and Buenavista.
Iying in a prosperous banana growing area and Oanked by high
rugged mountains. These are distant 4 m. and 7 m. from
Garacbico respectively, and beyond is Teno Point at the westem
extremity. with lightbouse. This Point, though somewhat
inacccssible by Iand, is frequently seen close in from the decks
of vessels passing between the islands of Gomera and Teneriffe
00 the Soulh Mrican roule.

ROUI'E Z.

SANTA CRUZ ro LAS CAl~'ADAS ANO RETliRN VIA
VILAFLOR, GUIMAR AND CANDELARIA

From Santa Cruz the road mos via La Laguna (see Route 1)
whence it ascends rapidly to La EsperalWl, 9t m., 2,925 ft.
Beyond is the Monte de la Esperanza, 14 m., oovered in piDe
foresto It was in a gladc in tbis wood tbat General Franco
gatbered the officers of tbe ganison of Tenerilfe prior te lbe
Nationai Rising 00 17th June, 1936. (Stooe obelisk.) Just before
the 14 km. stonea road leads left to tbe Pico Atalaya, a viewpoint.
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The first view of the Peak is at the 19 km. stone f(om la
laguna. The road continues lo climb until it reaches an altitude
of over 7,000 Ceet, and continues along the central ridge oC
mountains whence, Cor much of !be distance, the famous Peak
is secn ahead, and there are wonderful views down to the sea
both ,to lhe north and south. This bigh a1titude is maintained
with liule variation for more than 30 miles. The Izana Observa­
tory, 33 m., 7,676 n., is seen on the len. There is usually snow
on the road Jan./Feb.

At the Portillo de la Villa, 31 m., 6,500 ft., is a tuming
doWD 10 Villa Orotava, 17 m. At the Portillo the road enten
the ¡reat lava·strewn sunken crater known as Las Cafiattas
which stretches round the lower slopes oC the Peak. It is for
the mest part flat countrY s1igbtly unduiating from the dow of
Java and yellowish in colour, ringed on the ouler edge by mollO­
tains. Vegetation, 8uch as it is, consists mainly oC a plant Irnown
as Retama, an aromatic broom, Cound only in las Cañadas at
altitudes of from 6,000 to 10,000 Ct. Coloured lava and pumice
are secn at fue roadside.

At 38 m., at an altitude oC about 7,600 feet, a large map marks
the track where the actual aseent oC the Peak conunences (sce
p. 140). Near here the road passes a post oC tbe Civil Guard.
At 42 m. is the Mirador de Los Rnqul¡'$ where tbere is a remark­
able view oC taIl isolated rocks standing like sentries on the arid
plain. A short distance beyond 18 Llano de UcenC8. one oC the
finest viewpoiuts.

Opposite the Mirador is au excelIently equipped Parador
belonging to fue Spanisb Government opened in 1959, 36
hedrooms all with baths. Chape!.

At the Boca de Tauce. 46 m., the end oC the Cañadas, the
road branches, and visitors take the turn to the left which
descends by many hairpin bends to the village oC Vilaflor.

Too shorter return route rollows the road back as rar as the
Portillo, whence one may take the road which winds down more
Iban 5,000 f1. lo Villa Orolava, and return lo Santa Cruz via
Tacoronte and La laguna. This circular drive covers sorne
100 miles,
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A Jonger and very fine cin:uJar drive is to bun left at Boca de
Tauce and desoend by a tinely engi.neered wioding road 10
VUaflor, 4,550 n., which, lying amid piDe groves, is the higbcst
viUaae in the island. Be10w thc village are rcmarkable stooe­
built temwes 00 whicb potatoes are grown; tbe soil in these
terraees is covered with a }ayer o( smaJJ wbiti¡t¡ slOnes to retaio
fue humidity, thus giving them a Yery cwious appearant:e. The
road from Vilaflor down lo Granadilla is an almost constant
succession oC hairpin bends. Stone ternces continue aU the
way, butas lberoad descendspotato cropsgive wayto tomatocs,
rnai2z and oranges.

From \he village oC Gnaadilla, 66 m., 2.025 Ccelo a road
nms $Outh lo tbe fine batbing beacb at MeaDo. 1 m. distanL

The route {rom Granadilla to (be villa8JeS of Arico, 14 m.
and Fuma, 86 m., passes through arid·loo!cing but produetive
c.ountry, covered with miles of atone terracing, where rack!,
hoU5e', tecraces and soil are aU oC lhe same ligbt colour. lbe
ll:Iany ca~ ace {or storage put'pOSeI. Numerous camels are
used in this vicinity and are o~n met on the road.

At a point sorne 4 m. beyond Fasnia-<:a1led Mirador de Don
Martin (bar and restaurant)-a sudden bend in !he road unfolds
a remarkable view (rom (he surnmit oC the Ladera de Golmar,
1,300 fcelo over tbe VaUey oC Guimar. A stone look-out place
has been built at the side oC the roOld, and fue panorama extends
from the foot oC tbe steep volcanic wall over comparatively level
and c10sely cultivated coast·1ands te Guimar and beyond.

GIlimar, 9701., Popo 11,000, is tbe largat villagein tbesouthem
part. of tbe island, and was formerly re¡arded as a winter resort
(or visiton. Pension Medina Grade 3.

A bnmch road at 100 m., k:ads upwards ror 2 m., te the
villaao oC Aneo.

At 102 m. is a tumiDa doWll te CaDddaria, 2 m. away.
lt was on tbe bea.cb hereabouts that two Guanche goatherd.s
fooM !he Camous i.magc of the Vir¡in and Cbild in 1393, and,
certain miracles having convioced tbem tbat it was sacred, tbey
plac:ed jt in a cave at Candelaria. Sancbo de Herrera carried
it off in 1464 te tho island of Fuerteventunl, hut had te retum it
owin¡ to an outbreak oC plague, wbkh was attributed to his
impiety. lo 1826 the image wa, lost when heavy floods from
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the mountains destrt~yed part of the church and swept it out to
sea. It was replaced by a copy which may be seeo io the church
c10se 10 the beach. The cave (obtain !rey from bouse near
church) is a very sbOrt distanre away along the seafront. It
now forms the uppct' part oC a chapel built inlo the rocks, and
contains interesting paiotiogs dealing with the image.

Candelaria was held in great veneration during the 16th and
11th centurw3. The Feast 9f OUT Lady of Candelaria 13 bdd
on 15th August.

For the remainder of the joumey the route lo Santa Cruz
follows the coast road, completing a splendid but rather long
circuit of 118 miles.

ROUTE 3.
FROM SANTA CRUZ ro PICO DEL INGLFS IN THE
NORTH OF THE ISLAND ANO RETURN VIA TEGUSTE,

TEJlNA, TACORONTE ANO LA LAGUNA

From La Laguna (see Route 1) tbe road lO the north leads
lhrougb fine wooded scenery of the Mercedes Forest 10 the
magnificent viewpoints of the Cruz del Carmeu and Cruz Afur
(Pico dellngJes). whence there are wonderful views of the Anaga
Mountains in the northem part of the island, with wooded
ravines ami coastal scenery of great beauty.

The return joumey is made vía tbe villages of Tegneste aod
TejiDa and aloog the north 'oVeSt coast to Tacoronte, thence back
through La Laguna.

An interesting extension is 10 tum north at Tejina through
the banana plantations to Bajamar, a coastal village with a ¡ood
natural batbing pool, changing huts, etc. Punta del Hidalgo,
4t m. from Tejina, the present terminus of the road which is
eventuaUy lo link with Santa Cruz, is a !arge village, al80 00 the
coasí, with a curious red church. Behind it rise the jagged
peaks of the Anaga Mountains.

lhis excursioo, which occupies sorne three hours, includes
sorne of the best forest scenery in the island, and passes through
rieh farro lands under crops such as tobacco, maize, coUon,
oranges and vines.

It will sooo be possible 10 return from Pico del Ingles down lo
the coast at the villllge of San Andres. Si m., north of Santa
Cruz, but at time oC writing the road is stiU under construction.
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THE ASCENT OF TOE PEAK (pICO DE TEmE)
Doth nota Tl:1lIriforhi¡¡;herHill
Risclohlglllil<oaRockelhatonemi¡¡;htthiDk&
1h 1I<:>atlnj: 1I4-.e WC<!ld IhiPW"lClre Ihm';OJ1d sI:nb.

Jo"," DcnM, 1513_1631.

'!he aseent presents no mountaineering difficulties and may be
undertaken by aD active persoo without excessive fatigue, except
perbaps in tbe winter months when the snow makes tbe under­
taking more formidable. Arrangements shouJd be made in
advance lhrough (he Turismo Office. Parties should be
accompanied by 3D officia1 guide: mules must be hired and
pennission obtained to use tbe Rest Hut.

Visilors proceed by car to tbe point in the Cañadas below
Montana Blanca, mentioned on p. 137, whence the mule track
coJnmeoces. Jt is usuaJ to aDow two days, sJeepins the night
al the Rest Hut at Alta Vista, 10,595 ft., and making the summit
soon afier dawn the next day to see the superb view at sunrise.
From the summit it is sometimes possible to see all the isIands
oC the Canary Archipelago and even the Afriean eoast. Climbers
must be prepared for severe eold during the nigbt and earIy
momíng. From!he rnain road to the Rest Hu! allow 2 hours,
and from the Rest Hui lo the sumrnit, 2 hours (each way).

Al the summit there is a sma11 crater sorne 80 Coet deep and ISO
Ceel across, the floor ofwhich contains numerous blow boles sorne
two or three ¡nehes in diarneter, many of which emit hot
SUJp.hUTOUS vapours. In spite of this it is considere<! safe to
enter Ihecrater.

It is possible to ride mules wilhin 500 or 600 feet of tbe summit
to where the actual cone commences, and the angle oC aseent
increasestofrom33°to38°.

The costs involve the hke oC a guide for two days 200 Ptas.•
one mule per person, Ptas, 200, use of Rest Rouse, Ptas. 40­
60 per day, plus Cood and the cest of car to and from Montaña
Blanca.

NOTIl.-17Ie English spelJiJIg lor Teneriffe is used lor the lsland,
and Ihe SpanJsh for ils Copital, Santa Cruz de Tenerife.
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LA PALMA

Oue Lady oC Monserrat at San Andrés y
Sauces.
Sto Michael's Day at Santa Cruz and Taza.
corte.

29 Sept.

15 Aug.
Sept. (first
Sunday)
8 Sept.

The island oC La Palma, which lies to the west oC the grouP.
has a population oC 78,000 and is the third in importancc oC the
Canary Islands.

It is 29 miles long by 17* at its widest, with ao area oC about
280 square miles.

By sorne it is considered the mest beautiful oC a1l the Caoaries.
Tt is ao island oC high mountains running rrom north to south,
oí deep gorges, fcuitful green slopes, and dense pine forests ;
bere and there are large areas oC am where the counttyside has
beeo devastated by molten lava. Considerable eruptions took
place on 24th June, 1949. rrom the Volcan de San Juan.

There are several peaks oC over 7,000 feet, the highest being the
Roque de los Muchaches. 7.877 feet. remarkable altitudes foc so
small an area. Besides these there js the stupendous Gran
Caldera de Taburiente occupying the centre oC the island and
ranking among the greatest eraters in the world

La Palma produces wioc. bananas, almonds, tamatoes, raisios,
manufacturod tobacco, rwn, woven silk and embroidery.

The original inhabitants were known as Benahoaritas, and
their descendants today are oC good physique and light com~

plexions.
Wild l10wers are at their best in April and May. In February

the villagers oC El Paso, Punta Gorda, Tijarafe and Los Llanos
adoro their streets with carpets oC almond blossom.

The principal fiestas in the Island are :-
28 June Our Lady oC Los Remedios at Los Llanos.
5 Aug. Virgin de las Nieves at Santa Cruz (see note

Jater).
Oue Lady oC Las Angustias at Los Llanos.
Viegin of El Pino Festival at El Paso.
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SANTA CRUZ DE LA PALMA
Santa Cruz, capital oC \he island of La Palma. is 103 miles

by sea from Santa Cruz de Tenerife and 720 miles from Cadiz.
lt is a most attractive little town and seaport 00 the eastem side
oC La Palma, and has a population oC abaut 18,000. SmaU
ships lie alongside the mole and tbe port is served by frequent
vessels from Spain, the otber Canary Islands and eIsewhere. a1so
byair.

The sea wall, flanked by an Esplanade with 80wer beds and
electric lighting, stretches in a curve roc a {uD kilometre from
the harbour mole to the far side oC the town. From the
Esplanade in clear weather is a fine view oC the I?eak ofTeneriffe
and oC the nearby ¡slaad of Gomera.

Along the seafront are several old houses with interesting
overhanging bak:ollies. sorne on two storeys. At tbe fu end
is the oId fortress oC Castillo del Real de Sta. Catalina, now
a National Monument, and beyond it in the dry barranco
(ravine) is a full--size mndel in stone oC Columbus's ship, the
Santa Maria.

Santa Cruz. which is refmed to by the inhabitants as La
Ciudad (the cíty), is built on the lower slopes oC a (arge amphi­
theatre. ParaUel with the Esplanade on level ground are two
other streets, but behind thero tbe bills rise steeply. The
inner one, the Calle O'Daly, is t m. in Jengtb and includes the
principal shopping and business area. Off this street is an
attractive little square, Plaza de España, onto which faces the
Church of El Salvador, with handsome porch, built in 1500,
and the Town Hall. The laUer, which has a most pleasing
fa~de with colw:nils and is decorated wíth coats-of-anns,
dates from 1563, having been built after the deslruCtion of the
earlier building by French pirates. Tbe interior, which is
modern, has very handsome pine ceilings. In the sarne street
are to be found the Tourist Office, the Library, Museum. Banks,
and post office. The matket is a little aboYe the Calle O'Daly
and is worth a visito Higher up is the old Santo Domingo
Monastery witb its pleasant square planted with laurel trees.
The pieturesque old tower and part of the original building
remain.
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Category

There is a British Vice Consul in Santa Cruz. Also two Banks

No. oí
Roo""Hotels in La Palma:

36
28
40beds
20

lB
lB
lB
2

Hotel Mayantigo ..
Parador Nacional
Florida
Pension Patria
There are also two grade 3 Pensions.

The Mayantigo is a new well-equipped establishment. The
Florida is under the same management. The Parador Nacional
is operated by the Spanish Tourist Authorities.

Visitors' Enquiry Office:-Turismo Office in Calle O'Daly
near the Post Office.

Drinking water in the town is safe and good.
FoIk dances are arranged occasionalIy. Local island costume

is now ooly wom on 2nd May.
English is understood in the hotels but Dot usualIy elsewhere.

The Museum, which contains interesting celies of the early
inhabitaDts, etc., is opeo 00 Thursdays 4-7 p.m. and Sundays,
10-J p.m.

Aerodrome 4 m. from tbecapital; serYice to and Crom Teneriffe
twice daily.

Calls at La Palma are made thrice weekiy by vessels of the
Trasmediterranea Line, also by those of tbe Compania Mari·
tima Frutera.

La Palma is connected by telepbone wiili other Islands oC the .
group and with Encope.

Taxis are available, and there is a Bus Service which coonects
Santa Cruz with most oí the principal villages.

Sorne 2;' m. aboye tbe town, 630 feet, is the sixteentb centucy
chllCCh of tbe Virgin de las Nieves (of the Snows) containing a
greatIy venerated and richJy jewelled image oC tbat natnC. A
fiesta is held here annually on Sth August, when the church and
small square are thronged with peop1e. Every fifth year,
however, (starting at the decade), the image is carried down to
the town; Columbus's ship (mentioned aboYe) is rigged and
decorated; and the festivities which continue foe a month
attract visitors from the Spanish mainJand and neighbouring
islands and also from America.

143



ROA» ROlJ'l'ES IN LA PALMA-80UTH ANO WEST
In the vicinity of Santa Cruz de la Palma, dragan trees,

Canary Island pIDes, palros and prickIy pears are a feature ol the
landscape. The crops consist principally of tobacc:o and maize,
bul as one travels southwards along the coast these give place
lo vinos.

Two roads lo !he $Outh Jead out of Santa Cruz. 1bc Jower
one, alter skirting the end of tbe mole, rons clase to the sea
and passes by a long tunnel through the walI of tbe Caldereta
to Breña Baja, 5 m., 650 feet. 11 joins the upper road at 5 m.

The upper road climbs the old crater behind the city to
Breila Alta, 5-1 m., 3,132 n. Shortly before reaching the village
a turn leads left to the viewpoint oC Mirador de la Concepcion,
4-1 m., 1,500 n., which commands a magnificeot panorama ovcr
the town and coast. The main south road is joined at 5 m.
from Santa Cruz.

The Camous Cave oC Belmaco, 8 m.• 650 feet, lies beside the
road to the l'ight. Once the borne of the Kings of Tedote. it
now fu1fils tbe humbler funCtiOD oC a cowshed. Outside the
cave are two large stones engraved with eurious spiral designs,
supposed locally to be anclent writing. The village oC Ma20 is
nearby.

At 1J m., 1,500 feet, a new lava stceam, erupted from tbc
volcano aboYe in June, 1949, crosses the road 00 its way towards
the sea.

Henceforward the road (oc much of !he distance maintains
an altitude of from 2,000 to 2,500 feet, sometimcs above tbe
cloud, and a turn in the road will ofien reveal a remarkable
contrast in scenery.

Fuencaliente de la Palma, 18 m., 2,340 feet, is the southem~

most viJlage oC the island. Population 4,000. This is the
principal wine-growing district of La Palma. Cochineal was
formerly a considerable industry. The medical springs, Fuente
Santa, said to CW"C leprosy, were covered with lava by the crup..
tion Clfthe volcano San Antonio, in 1677.

A road ronning southwards [rom the village leaw towards
the VokaD de San AntoDio. Visiton should leave their can
at i m., whel'¡ce about five minutes' walk ovcr the lava wiU
talo them to the lip of this perfect crater. The bottom of the
crater, oYer 600 feet below, is plail.ted with pine trees, and from
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various points on the edge of the crater are a remarkable variety
of views. On the one band is the stark desolation of lava and
ash; and on too other is a vista of vine-covered country
stretching along the west coast, and of the white bouses of the
village of Las Indias; while aboye are 10fty mountains and
volcanoes capped with pine foresto Turning again, one sees
the Iigbtbouse 00 Punta Fueocaliente, the most soutberly poiot
of tbe island stretcbing out lnto the blue Atlantic.

The road now turns northward aJon¡ the west coast, and at
20 m., 2,437 feet, is a particularly grand view down a favine
to the sea, known as Los Rodaderos.

At about 22 m. the road enters an area desolated by lava
fiows from tbe volcano above, aod this type of country continues
to about 28 In. The domed church of Sta. Cecilia, in the El
Charco district, is close 10 the road (20 m.).

At 26 m., 2,000 feet, just beyond the village of San Nicholas,
is a new lava tlow (1949) whicb, coming down from a narrow
ravine aboYe, spread over tbe countryside, destroying houses
and lands en its way 10 the sea, 41 m. distant. This lava
has altered the coastline by fonning a new cape which projccts
three-quarters of a mile into the sea. The cape can be seeo from
severa! points along tbe road, aod bere and there in the lava
slream near the roadslde are rougb crosses symbolising fue
prayers of tbe peasants to be spared a repetition oC this disaster.
Below San Nicholas is the Charco Verde, a curative mineral
spring.

00 the far side of tbe lava strcam tbe road branches, tbe lower
going to Los Llanos aod the upper 10 El Paso.

The lower road continues througb the fruitful Valley of
Aridane, a district oC many reservoirs, witb a ver}' large
production of bananas.

Los LIanos, 32} m., 1,000 feet, is the chief centre for the
district, population 10,000, second only 10 Santa Cruz. It
is an attractive Iittle town with an old chu~, town ba1I, shops,
cafcs, pension and a pleasant shady plaza. Considerable build·
ing has taken place recently.
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Beyond is the village of Argual, 34 m., 1,000 feet, and at
36 m., 300 feet, is Tazacorte with 4,000 inhabitants, the principal
banana·growing centre. Below, on the ceast, is the smal!
Puerto de Tazacorte. It was here that the Spanish conquerors
landed in 1490.

The road continues round the sirle of an imposing ravine and
over a bridge, before commencing the formidable c1imb up
the mountain, El Time, which was formerly approached by a
path having 365 zigzags. This fineJy engineered modern
road carríes one in 4t m., from 400 to 1,700 feet and from
a viewpoint at the summit is a magnificent vista OYer lile valley
with iu little towns and huge banana plantations. The new
lava cape stands out c1early. To the east are the Cumbrecita,
the mountains which surround the Gran Caldera, and one
may gain sorne idea of the magnitude of the crater, though of
course the interior is nol visible frOID here.

The motor road continues to the village of Tijarafe, 44 m.,
2,200 feeto popuIation 4,500. On the coast near here is the
Cueva Bonita, a large and beautiful cavern containing smoolll
water. TIte cave has two entrances and may be entered by boato

The road continues beyond Tijarafe to Punta Gorda, but the
more distant villa"ge of Garafia can only be reached by bridle
path.

Tho upper road beyond the lava stream at once enren an
cxtensive almond-growing area (blossoms in February) and
elimbs 10 the busy village of El Paso, 31 m., 2,000 feet. There
is a countt}' hotel, Hotel Monterrey, with theatre adjoining.
'This is the centre oC the island's silk and cigar manufaeturing
industries.

From El Paso a road leads to a rest house (key obtainable
at Town Hall) at a point 00 the central mountaio ehaio known
as Cumbre Vieja, 5 m. distant al an altitude of 4,700 feet.
Abont balf of the distance from El Paso is over a track through
black volcanie ash. Tho Rest House, however, is pleasaotly
siluated amongst grassy slopes and pine treos.

FlOm Los Llanos or El Paso a motor road I08ds to the
Cumbreclta, a natu1'al balcony overlooking the Gran Caldera,
3,700 ft. From this ridge one may look down ioto the Gnta
Caldera or Caldera de Taburiente. The view is stupendous.
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The Caldera is an old extinct volcano, c1aimed to be the largest
in the wo~ld, and is so vast that an old legend has it that through
sorne convulsion oC nature the Peak of Teneriffe, 80 miles away,
was tom out of the erater, The circurnference is 17 miles,
diameter over Si miles, and depth about 2,300 feet. It is ringed
about with craggy mountains, ofien snow-covered in winter,
and round the whole perimeter alternate pine foresto ferns,
watenalls and precipitous rocks. Do the .!Joor 01 !he crater,
far below, are severaI fann houses, and conspicuous is a strange
looking monolith known as Idale, said to have been used by
the early inhabitants as an altar. It is doubtful whetber the
Caldera can be photographed suecessfully except perhaps from
theair,

Persons wishing to visit fue interior of the crater should make
enguicies well in advance from the Toutist Office in Santa Cruz
de la Palma.

ROAn ROUTES IN LA PALMA-NORTH

The northern mute is remarkable for the large numbee oC
deep ravines oc barrancos which ron down to the sea, round
which the road has lo be carried in long inland detours to poinu
where fue ravines can be bridged, Between the Capital and
San Amires y Sauces, 18 m., there are something like twenty
raviDes, a dO'Zetl of tbem calUng for very considerable detours
before they can be crossed.

For the ficst few miles out oC Santa Cruz the road climbs
through barren country which nevertheless affards many strikin¡
views.

Beyond the church oC Sla. Luda the country becomes more
fruitful, and from Puotallana northwards there are banana
plantations. Alang the mute the terraeing 01 the precipitous
mountain slOpes ís in places quite astonishing.

At 8 m. the road passes tbrough a mounmin spur by a
long tunnel, imme<liately beyond which is a bridge over the
Barranco de la Gaita in wild, and beautiCulIy wooded scenery,
A branch Toad Crom. here leads ¡nto thc mountains,
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San Amires y Saoces, 18 m,. 850 fcel. ¡s the centre oC a fruitful
dilOtrict, and has a populatioo oC 8.000. lt ¡s a pleasant village
with an old church and an attractive shady plaza. Hcrcabouts
are large banana plantations and onc may Se6 growiog thc
nya~ with a beautiful leaf like that oC a~ arum. tily; !he
root rcscrnblcs a sweet potato.

Sooo afiu ooe aves Sauces. tbc ligbthouse is visible 00
P1ma e-plIda. thc oorth-cast COrnct o( tbe island.

BatIonato. 24 m., 2,700 n., is tbc most northerly village in
!he island. Thc main road ends here but a (orat road rontioucs
lO Gonofia.

Shortcr excursions are :
1. To Las Nieves; \he vicwpoint oC tbe Mirador de la

Cono:pcion which commands a magnificent paoorama.,
Brciía Alta, and return lo Santa Cruz vi¡ Brena Baja.
Return distane:e 121 m. AUow 3 hours.

2. Tbe samc u above but extended lo lnclude thc Cave of
Belmaco. Mazo, Fuencaliente and tbe Volcano de
San Antonio. Rctwu distance 38 IR. AUow 4 hours.
This is a very fine drive.

3. Nortb to Puntallana and la Galga retuming by tbe same
road. 22~ m. retw'n. Allow 3 hours. This excursion
can be extended to Sauces and Bareovento.
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GOMERA
Gomera is ene oC the smaller Canary Islands Iying to the wesl

af Teneriffe, and is a familiar sigbt to travellers in the Soutb
African mail vessels on tbe voyage between Madeira and Cape
Town. They see its c1iffs rising steeply out oC the sea, and have
a glimpse of the r,illage oC Hermigua.

The island has an area oCabeut 148 sq. miles and a population
oC 28,383. 11 is rougbly cirw.lar with a diameler of about 14
miles, and is exceedingIy mounlainous wiili its highest peiot,
Alto Garajonay, reaching 4,400 Ceet.

Bananas forro Gomera's principal Clep.

When seen from the sea the rocks oC the ¡stand appear to
have a reddish horizontal strata, but there is aIso a vertical strata
oC barder stone which, especialIy in tbe iDtecior, outcrops like
natural walls betwccn plantatíons.

The principal fiesta is held in October when the image oC tbe
Virgin is brougbt by boat to San Sebastian (rom the Ermita de
la Virgen de. Guadaloupe, which lies near Cape Cristobal.

San Sebastian, tbe capital and port, population 6,664. is
pleasantJy situated al tbe mouth oC a wide ravine and sheltered
by a small bayo Conspícuous from the sea are the square tower,
the walled football ground, tbe hospital and a row of houses
curiously bullt over the curve oC a hilt. The town is usuaJly
hidden from Ihe passing maíl ships by Cape Cristobal.

There is a harbour mole and steamers berth alongside. Vessels
oC the Trasmediterranea Line make three calls weekly, connecting
Gomera with aD the other isIands oC the group.

In the Plaza de Calvo Sotelo. at fue entral'1<::e to \be town, is
a bandstand, also a fine group oC locallaure1 trees whose branches
are usually alive with small birds.

The Church oC tbe Ascension. close to the Plaza, bears a notice
to the effect that Colwnbus prayed thete in 1492 (seo page 154).
It contains a small painting oC the Virgin and Child. altribute<i
lo Velasquez, but th.is seems 10 have been indifferently restored.
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OC more interest is the large mural of a naval action on tbe wall
beside the left·hand altar. This is a spirited piece oC work,
mucb damaged by age and damp, which is supposed 10 represent
the repulse of a Dutch f1eet attacking Gomera in 1599. Enor·
mous cannon·balls in flight are a Ceature oC this curious pictuft :
it was the work of a local painter named Jose Mesa in J780.

TIte house pointed out as that in which Columbus stayed,
probably for \he most pan re-buUt, is tln oM double-storey
building on theright-hand side ofthe main street No. 60, opposite
the Port Captam's Office and next below the Post Office.

Many of the houses in San Sebastian appear to be vecy old,
and one 01' two still display on their walls the handsome coats­
of·arms of theic former owners.

Tbe Torre del Conde, a square stone tower dating Crom the
15th century and about 50 ft. high, stands amid modero barrack
buildings, but despile this it is in sorne respects unaltered. This
played a considerable part in repeUing attempte<l invasions by
the British and Dutch. Permission is usually given 10 enter the
lower, and there is a good view from the topo OriginalIy the
sea lapped its Coot but it has now receded.

'fwo grade 3 pensions offer accommodation in San Sebastian;
they are the Gomera and the Santiago Casti11a.

San Sebastian is surrounded by mountains, and the main road
out of Ihe town, which al first follows the dry bed ofthe barranco,
climbs steadily by a suc<:ession oC curves which often reveal fine
I'iews. The country js very [milful aod a11 availab1e land is
undereultivation. Frequently one sees men aod women working
on apparently inaccessible hillsides. The road from San
Sebastian leads to Hermigua, J5 m. and Valle HennO$O, 25 m.,
in the course oC which it passes through seven tunnels cut through
the mountain 'purs. The first COUT are between the 9th and
13th kilometre stonl:$, and the fourth tunnel is 556 yards in
length. AJong the road are many varieties oC wild f1owers, and
birds are fairly ntuttecous. At present the Tood ends at Tase,
30 m. from the port.

TIte uaique whistling language of Gomera, by which peasanlS
cornmunicate with each other oYer very considerable distanccs,
certainly ovcr a mile when conditions are suitable-possibly
much fartber-has ptobably becn developed OU( ol the need to
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speak from hilltop to hiUtop without baving to cross the dcep
ravine which lay between. The language appears to be fairly
widely understood, though the best whistlers who really use it
are those living on farros in the soutb of the island.

Aman lounging at a street corner in San Sebastian was asked
whether he could demonstrate tbe language for!he writer, whe¡-e.
upon he whistled sorne notes which meant .. RaOlon ". Presently
Ramon, who proved 10 be Che village policcman, appeared on
tbe far side of the square, looking very surprised and enquiring
wbo calIed him. Subsequently he carried out a number of
whistled instructions, sueh as siUing down, raisiog his left leg,
drawing and ftourishing bis baton, removing tbe hat from a
nearby man, and so on. The whistler in this case used the
fingers of both bis hands, but sorne whistlers use no 6ngers at
ail. The whistle is shrill and of considerable variation in
intensity, much resembling the sioging of a canary in full soog.

A Spanish gentleman awning 311 estate in fue south ofGomera
told the writer that bis foreman habitually gave instructions to
Iabourers at a distance by whistling. He demonstrated how the
name .. Antonio" was whistled, and after two or three repeti.
tions it was almost possible to recognise the name. He said
tbat the best whistlers could send messages of any kind, and
instanced how be had once told bill foreman to send a message
asking for a packet of a certain brand of cigarettes to be sent to
him. This was not understood the first time; when repe8ted
a reply carne back that they could not understand what kind of
cigaceCtes were W8nted; on sending the message for a third
time they replied tbat tbey did not know tbat kind of cigarette.
The next message enquired wbat kinds ofcigarettes were available
(meaning at the local sbop), whereupon a list of the names of
several brands was wbistled back.

A Gomera official related tbat the roan in charge of the
irrigation furrows setving the fanns behind San Sebastian always
whistled bis instructions to bis assislants, a full kilometre away,
lelling tbem wbicb furrows were to be oponed and for bow long.
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HIERRO
Hierro, the mast westerly oC the Canary Islands, has an arca

oC about 109 sq. miles and a population oC 7,447. It is divided
ioto two districts, Valverde and El Golfo. Estaca, the port,
lies 51 sea miles room Santa Cruz de La Palma and 39 sea miles
ftom San Sebastian.

The istand rises sheet out oC the sea and has DO flat coast
land so that most of the inhabitants live in the interior. Thc
highest point is Alto de Malpaiso, 4,990 fl. the top al whicb is
frequentIy enveloped in mist.

Hjerro was the Iast land sighted by Columbus on bis voyage
to discover America. UntiJ thco it was regardod as the cnd of
tbe world.

Thc people oC Hierro are cngaged in agriculture and there is
neithcr wealth nor poverty among them. YariOUi food crops
are grown, the mast important being figs, and thcro is a small
production oC wine. Exports are maínJy cheese and pine needles
(pin/lJ canariensis) used in the other islands for packing bananas.
Whco the writer was in Hierro, thete WCte hundreds oC bales oC
pine needles stacked for a considerable distance aJong the side
oC the road out oC Estaca as there was no flat land where they
could be stared until they could be shipped.

FAtllca, the islaod's port, is mereIy a Ianding place at tbe foot
or a cliJf, wbere less thao two dozen bouses are perohed pre­
cariously 00 ledges in the billside. 1bere is a smaU mole, and
sligbt protection is afforded lo vessels ancbored off the pon by
a mass oí fallen rock:. Tbe Trasmediterranea steamers, which
call twice weekly. land their passengers onto a jetty.

A reasonably graded motor road, from whicb tbere are fine
views over the sea, wiDds its way up from Estaca to the capital,
Vaherde, 6i m.. 2,000 ft•• a viIlage of 4,888 inhabitants. It
has a church. a plaza and a town hall The road continues
to Frontera on the north of the island, 23 m. foom the port.

There are two small pensions in me island, Pensión Zamora
Moreno at Valverde and Pensión Febles Morales at Frontera.
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Attraetions for visitors are very limited. There are SOl1le fine
view points in the island, notably that at El Golfo, where one
looks over a great precipice. Botanista migbt find a visit
rewarding as there are giant heaths, etc., in the mountaint.

At Sabinosa is a mineral spring credited with outstanding
eurative properties, and parties oí visiters go there in May and
June to bathe and to take the waters internaÜy.

The annual fiesta is held in May, when theimage of the Virgin
de los Reyes is brought from (he Ermita to Valverde.

Rack engravings in various parts of fue island, especially
at Los Letreros near El Pinar, are believed te be written charao­
tees as yet undeciphered.

The giant lizards, refened te by early travellers, Lacerta
simonyi, are now found only in the vicinity oí the Roque de
Salmor. The males grow to over 21 inches, and are harmless.

The remote island oí Hierro, which even today seldom sees
an Englisb-speaking visitor, bad a remarkable phenomenon
which featured in several early traveller:s' tales, includWg the
Voyages oC Sir Thomas llerberf., first published in 1638. This
was the miracu10us tree which provided the inhabitants witb
water by distilling it from its Ieaves. Thet:ree, knO\VD as El Garoe,
was blown down in 1610. It grew sorne 2 ID. írom Valverde,
from whicb the site may be reached either on foot or horseback.
Remains of the tanks built by the early inhabitanlS te cateh the
water may still be secn.

The tree is believed te bave been a til (local laurel) and the
Forestry Department have planted one oC these on tbe lame spoL
The new tree is still quite small, but wben it grows te maturity
it is expected to reproduce the same phenomenon as tbc original
El Garee.

It is reliably stated tbat duriog a drought in 1948, a laurel tree
in a different part oC the ¡sland, but at the same a1titude as EJ
Garoe, showed the same property by precipitating water from
cloud, so much so that the owner arranged sheets oC galvanised
\ron to collect it, and cb\ained a cask fuI1 e'l'er¡ day.
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COLUMBUS IN MADEIRA AND lHE
CANARY ISLANDS

TraveUers among the islands will occasionaUy have pointed
out to them houses in which Columbus is alleged to have lived
oc churches in which he prayed, but as usually no detaiJs are
obtainable the following notes may be of mterest. The name in
Spanish is Cristóbal Colon.

In about 1479, Columbus married Dona Felipa Perestrello,
daughter of the hereditary eaptain of Porto Santo. the small
island neae Madelra. He firsl saw ber, however, at Mass in a
church in Lisbon, and probably did not visit Porto Santo unti!
aCtee his marriage. His father-in-law had died in abaut 1457,
and when Colwnbus and bis wife went 10 Porto Santo in 1480.
his wifc's brother was captain oC the island. Their son, Diego,
was born in Porto santo, and subsequentIy they Jived foe a time
in Funchal.

The most Dumemus and important of Columbus's island caUs
were al San Sebastian. the port for Gomera, where he first
arrived in 1492

Some years earlier a beautiful girl na.med Beatriz y Bobadilla
had appeared at the court oC Ferdinand and Isabella oC Spain and
been appointed maid oCbonour te the Queen. However Isabella
soon Cound that Beatriz was attracting the amoroos attentions of
Ferdínand, and looking about for sorne rneans oC terminating
this without unpleasantness, her eye Cell upon Hernan y Peraza
hereditary captain, under !he Crown oC CastiUe, oC tbe island oC
Gomera. This gentleman had been sent for to answer a charge
oC having murdered a rival, Juan Rejon, and lsabella provided a
bappy solutíon to her problem by having bim married to Beatriz
(bis pardeo being the inducement) and packing the pair oC thero
off' te Gomera. Back in Gomera, Peraza's cruelty 1ed to a
rising in which he was killed. and Beatriz with her twe children
WIlS besieged in the Tower in San Sebastian, a predicament
Crom whicb sbe was eventualIy rescued by the Governor ofGrand
Canary.

When Colombus reached Gomera in August, 1492, Beatriz
was away and he waited for sorne days until she returned on
1st Septemher. Columbos had probably not seen Beatriz
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before and his anxiety to mect her is supposed to have been 08
account of a boat which he wished to acquire from ber. He was
then a widower, and Beatriz, wbo was goveming the island on
behalf of her minor son, was still young and bandsome. While
Columbus is believed to have been strongly attracted by Beatriz,
her charms were ROt allowed to delay his departure unduly,
and he put to sea on his ¡reat adventure 00 6th September.
On 12th OCtober, 1492, be sighted San Salvador in the »aharoas
group, baving discovered the New World.

Columbus was back again at Gomera on his second voyage on
Sth October, 1493, after makio¡ a brief caD at Grand Canary.
Beatriz received him enthusiastically witb fireworks and salutes
(rom her cannon: eventually, however, the lady married Alonso
de Lugo of Grand Canary.

When Columbus left Gomera a few days later he took wiili
him eigbt pigs (rom tbat island, from which, as an old writer
said, .. aIl tbe swine in the Indies are descended".

Beatriz was a lady of considerable character, and it is related
that a Gomera resident who had been overheard lo suggest that
this was ROt beyond reproach, was sent for and banged forthwith
from a rafter in the Tower.

On his third voyage, Columbus tirst put into Porto Santo,
boping to secure supplies, but the inhabitants mistook him (or
a French corsair and made for tbe hills with their Docks.
Columbus. disgusted, sailed the same evening (or Madeira
wbere he was made welcome and spent six pleasant days. When
he reached Gomera 00 19th June, 1498, he found a French
corsair in San Sebastian with two captured Castillian vessels.
The Frenchman made off and Columbus recovered the prizes.
But Beatriz had left: there were no more romantic momeots
amoog the pa1m trees, and Columbus could find notbing more
interesting to report than tbe fact tbat he bad shipped a (ew
cbeeses.

On bis fourth and final voyage, Columbus ca1led al Las Palmas
in May, 1502, and ancbored in the shelter oí the Isleta (Las
Palmas). A few days later he left for Maspalomas in the soutb
of Grand Canary, apparently to fill watercasks (rom tbe smalJ
lake near the present ligblbouse, and to cut firewood.
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Otber publications issued by
The Union-CastleMail Steamship Company, Limited

Edited by A. GORDON-BROWN, F.R.G.S., F.R. Hist. s.
The Year Book and Guide to Southern Africa

ayer 750 pages of text, two large folding maps, many coloured
inset maps, town plans, etc. Price (1963 edition) 12s. 6d.;
by post 14s. 3d.

The Year Book and Guide to East Africa
ayer 350 pages of text, 16-page Atlas in colour, folder map of
Africa and road-planning map; also town plans and route
diagrams. Price (1963 edition) 9s. 6d.; by post lOs. 9d.

IssuedGratis
Il1ustrated booklet in colour describing the ports of call of
Union-Cast1e shjps "Things you might want to know."
Folder map of Afrjca, showing the routes taken by Union-Castle
yessels.
Cabin plans of the passenger ships, with colour illustrations of
the accommodation.
"To Madejra or Las Palmas by Unjon-Castle "-Attractiye
folder in colour.

The large passenger ships engaged in the Union-Castle South African
Mail Service call regularly at Madeira and Las Palmas
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UNlTED KINGDOM

FLY BRITISH UNITED
. NON-STOP TO THE

Canaries
BRITISH
UNITED
AIRv\/AYS

THE AIRLlNE THAT PUTS IDEAS INTO ACTION
PORTLAND HOUSE, STAG PLACE, VICTORIA, LONDON, S.W.l.

TEL: TATE GALLERY 9066



UNlTED KINGDOM

Let the MADEIRA
and CANARIES

TRAVEL SPECIALISTS
arrange your trip

/

Our knowledge and
experience will
greatly increase

your pleasure

Eversince 1953, we ofForeign Travel Ltd. have
specialised in arranging AII-in Holidays, by seaor

air, or by sea and air combined, in these lovely
islands.

Whether your choice is for solid comfort with
economy, or for hotel luxury, we know the routes,

the hotels, the alternatives.
An example from 1963: 26-day holiday,

travelling by comfortable cargo Iiner; fortnight's
stay in good hotel; local excursions. AII-in from

64 Gns.
We are of course Officially Appointed Agents for

the Union Castle, and other Shipping and Air
Linesthat call at these Fortunate Islands. AH

reservations made. No booking fees.

For expert and courtl!OUS attention, consult-

FOREIGN TRAVEL LTD.
19/21 lBURY PLACE. LONDON, W.C.I.
(Opposite British Museum.) Telephone: CHAncery 2741

Members of A.B.T.A. & B.T.H.A.



UNIl'ED KINGDOM

WINTER SUNSHINE HOLlDAYS L1MITED

Qriglnators of direet· f1Jght holidays to

HADEIRA a. CANAIIY ISLANDS

• CHOICE OF LIADING HOTILS

• ROOM SILEeTíON AT'TIME
OF .OOKING

YACHT HOLIDAYS LIMITED
Orlginuors of Continental Cruhing

• HOLLAND IN aUUTIMI

eTHIi IlMINifN...·
1l0nillDAM TO aASl.I:

Winter Sunshine Holidays Ltd. lnd Yuht Holidays
Ltd. art auodated com~ies ano:! ha". catered for
the talte5 of disulmina.tin¡ holiday makers for
aJlnO$tthirtyyears.

rvllcolou,litenlf.ureuntOfl requeS!

CAl'TAIN DM.YCOTT

as IUCI(INGHAI'I 'AlACE ID.

LONOON S.W.l

Tel. v/e.,;. 2ISJ



UNITED KINGDOM

.yyyy.yyy.yyy.yy•• yyyyy ••••y.yyy.• •• •
ETravel Books :
• .r. •: J rom experts :
• •
: Eric WhelptoD :
: THE BALEARICS ]1(-:
.. GREECE ANO THE ISLANOS ]/1- ..

: PARIS CAVALCADE ]1{-:
: THE ROAD TO NICE 18{- :

• •
: RoberlPayne :
.. THE SPLENDOUR OF GREECE l/I- ...
: THE SPLENDOUR OF FRANCE l/f- :

• •
: RobiD Ikv-s :
: MADEIRA: PEARL OF THE ATI..ANTIC 18/- :

• •
: Bugh Menic:k :
~ THE GREAT MOTOR HIGHWAYS OF :
.. THE ALPS 35/- ...

• •
~ C. Doaglas MiIIIe.. :
: THE DOLOMlTES 15/- :
~ MONT BLANC .ANO THE hIGUILLES 30/- :

• •
: Eric: Sbel'bl'ooke Walka :
: TREETOPS HOTEL 18f- :

: AU fuIly iHwrrared :

• •...................... ROBERT BALE ...



MADElRA

IMIAIO>IEIII~A

for the ideal holiday

Average temperatures-63°F. Winter. 71°F. Summer.
Excursions to the mountains, marvellous.landscapes.
beautiful flowers, sunshine and sea bathing all the
year round. Fishing, Boating, Tennis, Golf and

other sports.

Comfortable and inexpensive Hotels.

Famous Wines. Lovely Embroideries.

Regular service by theMail vessels of The
Union-CastleMail Steamship Company Limited.

Further details from Delega~ao de Turismo da
Madeira (Official Tourist Bureau), Funchal-or

Travel Agents.



MADElRA

MADEIRA EMBROIDERIES
(HAND-MADE)

"FAMOUS THE WORLD OVER"

EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME

THE M); r EXQUISITE WORKMANSHIP OBTAINABLE

To contact Manufacturers or Jor any

other inJormation kindIy appIy ro:

GRÉMIO DOS INDUSTRIAIS DE BORDADOS DA MADEIRA
(Association rif Madeira EmbroideT)' ManuJacturers)

FUNCHAL - ISLAND OF MADEIRA - PORTUGAL



MADElRA

• • •
Ma~1no el\'Ibrolderlelo ha.... beenfamOUllfordec&d6I ucl.lhelloyU

80_ of Europe ha:re 1<mg iaIown them.

'l'be IlOI\bfQiclery b 8t'Idr91y c10ae by Ihe people in lhek 0'"' hom8l. Then
are no fa<:torleo in !he eccepte<i utwe of!he "or<! in Madellll.. LInio glrl8 of
._andeighlmntoleamthe antro... thefr1l\OlhenlUld theJr palulaking
an<1uqulJi1elybN.lItífuJworkiap:rod.."ednowhere e1Ieintheworld.

Before \he l&th centary, Madein emlm>iderr wu ncl.....el.,. wo:rked
wilh blue aoltOn threfod "pon ..hite _11 cIoth. Aa Engu.h girl Ii'l'ing in
Madeira !ouftd !he work eo chamUng lhal aMo tool< .. 101 of epedmeua ho<Ile 10
E'4J~clwilhhez'.

HU n&me .... Mlu Phelpe, &nd 01111 ol!he prlJu:lpal _m ot FWlclIal
IOthilda,.loIcaJledtheruaPhelp...

Mili Phelptl ... atOl'lC'e inundateel 'Iritll requ6IImfo:rMadein embroidary
fro... herEngÜ8h,frie!l<aasuiit .... larg<ll,. dueto her tll&til8 ram. .p....d
Ihrollghoulthe'lltOdcL

Th6 modo.ien lmm&diatell' 9>'_ wúiI todloyit;". greatlndl18tlT.

Beforto !he war oC 1914 IJOnle fIoctoriea ....re O¡>ened' m thiJI I<nm by
06rman 6nn8. When!he faatorlooe _ere aloooocl On -=t ot!he waJ", !he
.rnlmriderJbIuin.... ~edconaidenb1T.

AfIe. !he 1914..ar, ....... ldnd ot embTo!derfb.~ 10 ]M ....ted in
Ma<:tefn. ~ of menlT bh,. th:re&d on ..hile call<m, Ibread of all kiru:bI
o(ooloum_,\IfOrbd.oallilk.o.glIJldleandlinen.

lU.o~~:~.~~~=·ho~~~;"==:
l>WIglhatlbeyworked onne.......terJal8and in ...... c:oloI1Q.

thelnd~~~ti~~r::h::~~~:.;r;~=
thepeopleotAmerlcoo,iorilhlhelrlUlfailingoyefo:r1he'llniqv.e,fellmlon'lritll
MadelraltDll>ro1d9ry•

...,¡,:¿::.e~ca':~~~he~40=.~,~~

.....lenr..... blowl.... haNlke~a>\d<:UAhloM.

Theentlre01ltplllofMadelnembroidelTgO&'.ollttotheworlcllhrough
J'wal:hal-.,.on 01 m. p...m.-t llarbouno ~ \he wwlcl.

The 0fida1 Grndo (CorporatioD) of!he Embroiderr MalI\4eturen hu
oo..lribuledelfrMldaelto...rcbtlle~oftJU.fUllo"'incI...lry.

TherfI &ni lreu1U'fI.lor \he 'OUitor ~ Madelr& 10 take home m die 1UÚque
elllbrolllelT.orkotthe~ ..

Ceme~.L~~!.~~~~e~to~e==~:~:'::
Ve lauglU tlIe iDtric&1e work ot embroidery, ...d audI permlA:io" CUI be
ob!ah\ed l'rortt die Oremio doe Bordedoe (Tbe Embroklerr "-cietioa) b7
r=ul':"~tl<:e. Appl7for.lI<:h~to1heOlJlclal'I'o...m

Tudsm.o - A veJÜcla Aniaga - I'1IDc:hal



MADElRA

BLANDY BROTHER8 &eo. Lda.
MADEIRA

&tabllshed .111
lLOYDS AGENTS STEMtSHII' AGENTS
TAAVEL AGENTS NI( IJOOKINGS

Teleznms: BLANDY FUNCHAl

AGIENTS fOl: 1HE UMION-cASTLE HAlL STEAMSHIP eo. LID.
ancl lor tIle principal Steam.hlp Unes•

•ft~Nf:18g:~CE 31 Rua Víctor Cordon, Lisbon 2.
AssodotedComponler:

BLANDY BROTHERS " CO. lTD•.
l, Londo~.:.',:,~u~~~~~ london. E.C.l.

T...~:lond... W ..I6811
(~-.lHwJ~_,"'

BLANOY BROTHERS " CtA. S.A.
lAS PALMAS &: TENERlFFE

Tele¡....' BLANDYUOS

BLANDY BROTHERS (BANOUEIROS)
LDA.

MADEIRA

BANKERS
Telegrams: BLANDY8ANK FUNCHAL

Correspondents of the principal

Enrlish and Foreirn Banks.

AlI &nking Operations



MADEIRA

Linens by

MARGHAB

In Europe) exclusively at

The Retail Salon

of

EMILE MARGHAB & Ca.
Ltda. Sucta

165 RUA DOS FERREIROS
FUNCHAL) MADEIRA



MADEIRA

(Botica Inglesa)
Proprietor: J. P. d'Abreu

Prescriptions carefully dispensed

Pure Chemicals, Mineral
and Aerated Waters

Patenl Medicines and Perfumery

Patronised by all British
residents and visitors

Telepbone 20158

10

TAVARES
& co. LTDA.

Telephone23266

Largestocksofdress
2nd costume materials.

Latest designs and
prinu.

Consult us for your
requirements.

28 RUA DA SÉ -AND­

15 RUA DOS CAPELlSTAS
FUNCHAL • MADEIRA



MADEIRA

FINEST HAND MADE EMBROIDERIES

G. FARRA & CO. LTD.
Manulacturers 01

DECORATIVE LINENS • LINGERIE
BLOUSES • LADIES' DRESSES
INFANTS' and CIllLDREN'S WEAR

Rua da Ponte de S. Lazaro No. 8

CABLES: DECOR.

FUNCHAL
11

P.O. Box 129

MADEIRA



MADElRA

-MADEIRA SUN
MANUEL HUGO LUiZ DA SILVA

HUlufKturer, Eltporter & Reu.iler
of Hadelra Hand-H_ Embrolderiu

PERMANENT EXHIBlTlON
01 Ladles' Blousts, Nicht.Oresse5, Or'aslng-Gowns,

Handkerchlefs, Tlble Cloths, etc., etc.

AJiOiftn, .. .....uerJw. .....lf, ..il'lI'Iwo1. "",,.;".. ,,,, d_gtwKioln,.

F&nOf'1'
77, Rua dos Netos, 77

P.O. B. No.lS2 ñ,nfl_r P~one23)84

fUNCHAL-MADEIRA

FOOTWEAR SPECIALIST
(Sapataria Dias)

RUA DA SÉ 10-12 FUNCHAL
(Below the Cathedral)

TELEPHONE - 235H-
LADIES' AND GENrLEMEN'S FOO1WEAR
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS MADE TD ORDER-
ORDERS EXECl/TED AT SHQRT NOnCE BY·
OOMPETENT AND EXPERIENCED CRAFrSMEN-

CUSTOMERS OWN DESIGNS CAN BE FASffiONED

12



MADEIRA

MADEIRA WINE
Llst of exporters of Madeira Wioe

A. B. Vin- & Spriteentralen
Adega Exportadora de Vinhos da Madeira, Lda
Adegas do Torreil.o (Vinhos) Lda
A. de Freitas (Vinhos) Lda
A. Deleyto, Lda
Aguiar Freitas & Ca. Lda
Antonio Eduardo Henriques
A. Izidro Gon~ves
Araujo, Henriques & Ca.
Belem's Madeira Wine, Lda
Blandy's Madeira, Lda
Borges Madeira, Lda
Canno Vinhos, Lda
Casa dos Vinhos da Madeira, Lda
Companhia Regional de Exporta~o de Vinhos da Madeira, Lda
C. R. Gonsalves (Vinhos) Lda
Cossart, Gordon & Co. Ltd.
E.Rozes,Lda
F. F. Ferraz & Ca. Lda.
Freitas Martins, Caldeira & Ca. Lda.
Henriques de Freitas & Ca. Lda.
Fenriques & Henriques
H. M. Borges, Sucrs., Lda.
J. H. Gonsalve:s & ca.
J. Monteiro (Vinhos) Lda.
Joao Marcelo Gomes
Justino Henriques (Filhos), Ltda.
Leacock & Ca. (Wine), Ltd.
Luiz Gomes (Vinhos), Lda.
Madeira Wine Association, Ltd.
Miles Madeiras, Ltd.
Perestrelo & Ca. Lda.
Power Drury (Wine), Ltd.
South Side Madeira Association, LId.
TarquÚlio, T. da Camara (Lomelino, Lda.
Uniao Vinlcola (Funchal), Lda.
Veiga Fran¡;a & Ca.
Veiga Fran¡;a (Vinhos), Lda.
Vinhos Barbeito (Madeiras), Lda.
Vinhos Vva. Abudarham & Fos. Lda.
Welsh Brothers (Vinhos), Lda.

* * *
FUNCHAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Wi.e Dep!.
Address: Avenida Aniaga - Funchal _ Madeira

13



MADEIRA

Rosa D'Ouro
Embroidery Makers

RUA ANTONIO JOSE De ALMEIDA 5-7-9
MADEIRA

(Opposite Blandy's Bank, Cathedral Square)

Specialists lor­
Ladies'Dresses,

Blouses, etc.

•
Table Cloths, Doilies,

Handkerchiefs.
Chairs and Baskets

BANCO DA MADEJRA
LARGO DO CHAFARIZ, 9

FUNCHAL - MADEIRA

ALL RANKING TRANSACTIONS

14



MADEIRA

MADEIU W1NE
ISSOCIITION LTDI.
Comprising

BLANDY'S MADElRAS LDA.
Agen~in U.I:.:
r er rd., w_ & Co. Lid .• ! Ltoyd' .
E.C.'

.COSSART, GORDON & CO. LDA.
AgeD.'-lDtJ.II:.:
E...n., MoonhaU & Co. Lid .• 6/7 Wale~ Lana, E.C.'

LEACOCK & CO. (WINE) LDA.
AqenlJlln U.K.:
L. R. VO;!J\ 14<!l .. ~~ Crea. T.,..,r S_.t, a.C.3

RUTBERFORD & MILES LDJL
LotldGnll~It..... :
blh~. OUO",. & Peridn, Lttl•• PenIDauJu Boue
ilI MOt'I__ s_. S.C.S

...LIO OTS8R IM'ORTANT ANO OLD.ESTABLtSHEO
WINE SHI'I'INO HOUSES IN THE tSLANO

Visitors to the TsTand are cordialIy ;nvited
to calI and jnspect our famous wine lodges

at9lvenldalrrlagaon.1Olaade SioFrucisco
where tlvery quality and Iype ol Madeira Wme
can M lastad and samples are avsUable

ORDBRS WILL B8 ACCSPTED FOR DELIVBRT OH BO""RD
OR '1'0 AHT ADDRsal IN THE U.I:.
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MADEIRA

BIG-BEN
WATCHMAKERS

Avenida de Zarco Z4 Opposite Post Office

Besc makers of CfOCKs and Wacches
AII kinds af repairs-Speed and perfectlon

Exclusive" Ro/ex" Arenes

GOLDSMfTHS .~ ;JF-WELLERS

Complete asso({ment of )ewelry and

)2ottUju," ¡¡«mI-m.". .sil." 7i!;1'''

,,-1-
S~GERS

Rackeu and leaail Mili

GO'l1IAM
Nylon Itoaiap

REVLON
Tomt preparaba..

ELIZABETH
ARDEN'S

Taílet preparaba..

PAlIKER PEN OO.
FountaiD PelMl

NORGE
Re&:i~ton..

CAMACHO'S
MAISON BLANCHE

Oppoote ...d oa North lide
ofC.thedral

$JV1MM1NG WEAR
CENrS OUTF17TERS

SUN HATS
ClUNEL CARON LAYIN

PERFUMES

SMrIs IIldl\olo-lleasare...
DEPABTMENT STOIlES
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MADElRA

You are cordialIy invited to visit the

MADEIRA GALLERIES
Funchal-Rua do Bettencourt (Arcadas)

Telephone No. 21775

A great collection ofAntiques : English Eighteenth
Century Furniture, Rare China, Pictures by
Famous Masters, Engravings, etc., are on view.

There is a separate Department with the famous
" Bimbo" Hand-made Embroideries, where you
will find a complete assortment of Madeira
Embroideries. Good taste an,d competitive prices.

For Export please see the Factory at "Quinta
do Deao." TeJepbone No. 21281.

17



MADElRA

BAZAR DO POVO
(Henrique A. Rodrigues & Ca. Ltd.)

LARGO DO CHAFARIZ . FUNCHAL

Stationers,Printers,
Book-binding,
Rubber Stamps,
Perfumery & Toilet
requisites.
Haberdashery,
Ladies' & Gentlemen's
outfitters.
China and Crockery
etc., etc., etc.
Fixed Prices.

CONSULT US
FOR YOUR

REQUIREMENTS

So/e Manufacturers in Madeira of exquisite Tapestries ..
also famous for over forty-five years for embroidered Linens

ofthe finest qua/ity

BRAZAO & FREITAS, Llda
(SuccessorstoModeiro EmbroideryCo. Ltd.)

Rua do Conselheiro 39

FUNCHAL-MADEIRA

18



MADEIRA

(INEN0

WO~LD RENOWN

EXaUISITE MODERN EMBROIDERIES

MANUfACTURED AT

RtAl RORDADOS lOA

RUA DE SAO PEDRO ~

19



MADElRA

PERESTRELLOS
PHOTOGRAPHOS LTD.
Avenida Arriaga Funchal, Madeira

Complete collection of photographs in postcards and full­
plate sizes and also 16 mm. coloured movie films of Madeira

in stock.

AII the latest photographic materials stocked and every
modern technique employed in all our work.

Cinematograph equipment, wide range of cameras. roll films,
colour films, Cine-Kodachrome, etc.

Development of amateur work our speciality.

For the convenience of visitors we maintain branches both
in Reid's and Savoy Hotels.

20



MADElRA

Lino & A rl,,,jo Ltd".
Manufactul'ers, Exporter.'! and 5dlers of

Madeira hand·made embroideries

The most mQderate prices

perll,anent exhibition
All orders

however small they nlay be

aJways receive oue careful attelltion

factory ~" sl,owrooms
15. Rua dos Mun¡as

First Floor

Funchal • Madeira

21



MADElRA

A Happy Alliance ..... :a;~~fsF;;:z;;eries
Realised by

ÁNIBAL FERNANDO DA TRINDADE LTD.
Lingerie • Blouses . Scartles • Table Linens • Infants Wear . lIandkerchief.<

3 RUA DOS CAPELlSTAS - FUNeHAL - MADEIRA

HOTELS.;- -+- -+-'~= -+-::::"~7' I
I

~
~ tCJ

• GOVERNORS ~~ ~c=J
PAlACE ~l-CUSTOMHOUSE

------,~+-+-

SEA Q SEA

Union-Castle passenger ships can regl.llarly at Madeira and Las Palmas
22



MADEIRA HOTELS

~k
MADEIRA

Co:o:¿ ~~~~~~' S::C~~:~i~~~i:ft~ :nl~f:e!r~: ;h:I~~r:;:::
and sun bathing terraces; water ski-ing; hard tennis courts;
dancing every night to a first-class dance bando Surelyevery-

thing for a perfect holiday. '

Reservations with special currency facilities may be
made through travel agents or General Manager.

Cable Address: Reidshotel, Funcha!.

23



MADEIRA HOTELS

GOLDEN GATE HOTEL
Funchal J Madeira

This first class Hotel, built on rnodern lines,
will provide its guests with every cornfort.

A\l roorns have fitted carpets and tele­
phone. On the roof terrace an open-air bar
is reached by lift, affording guests a splendid
panorama of the City and bay of Funchal.

There is also a first class cafe restaurant.

Telegraphic Address:

24



MADErRA HQTELS

You eanool do bcuer Ihan
ehoo5e Maddn., the sunshine
islam!, ror alJ-the-year-round
holidays, and you cannot do
bcllerlhanslayallheSa'·oy.
lnaeornrnandmgpositionover-

~~ki2&fu~S:~!l"::r:t~fJ S~~~
runningholamleoldwaler.

The SAVOY otreB cverylhinl
thal goea lo make lhe peñect
holiday and al nllcs lo suit all,
speciaUyframcd lo help visilors
resuiete4withloorcurreney.

SAVOY
MADEIRA'S

LARGEST

HOTEL

FulldnDils/rDM
the General Malla&ff, or

U.IoII-<:asUe Une,
orlUlnTrul'lACflII

"



MADEIRA HOTELS

THE

NEW AVENUE HOTEL
MADEIRA

The first c1ass hotel for people of discrimination

• SUPERB CUISINE

• PERFECT PERSONAL SERVICE

• L1FT TO ALL FLOORS

• PRIVATE SEABATHING FACILITIES

Detaj/s (rom me Manager, ar The Unl_CoSl/e Line,
or ollmoin TroyeIA,enu.
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MADEIRA HOTELS

HOIEL SANIA ISABEL
MADE/RA'S NEWEST AND
GAYEST HOTEL AWAITS YOU

Every room with Private Bathroom. Telephone and
Verandah.

Bed and Breakfast or full pension terms.

Restaurant with a La Carte Service open to non
residents.

Cocktail Bar-Dancing ca our Private Orchestra.

Rooftop Sunbathing Terrace .with Swimming Pool
and Bar.

Apartado 429. Telephone 23111.
Telegrams Santabel. Funchal.
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MADEIRA HOTELS

The Miramar Hotel

Under British Management. Known for its happy
informal atmosphere, good food and exceHent service
-including free personallaundry.
AH rooms have hot and cold running water-sorne
with private baths.
WonderfulIy situated-near the British Country Club
and the Lido Swirnming Pool. Free bathing facilities
are granted to Hotel visitors.
Meals served in sun garden during surnmer.
AH enquiries to any of the principal travel agencies

THE MANAGER • MIRAMAR HOTEL • MADEIRA

"SEAVIEW - FUNCHAL."

28



CANARY ISLANDS HOTELS

GRAN CANARIA HOTEL
Under English Management

On lhe splendid "Las Canteras" yellow sanded beach with its
nalural picturesque lagoon and the safest bathing in warm, placid,
green-blue sea.
Relax and be slimulated by the elegant cornfort of this magnif]cent
hotel. The Gran Canaria looks out over the glorious two-mile
stretch of the golden Las Canteras beach ... and every smallest
detail has been imaginatively planned to give you exactly the kind
of holiday you have in mind. You have a choice of well over one
hundred bedrooms, each one with its own bathroom and radio:
beautifuHy furnished to give you the restful, luxurious background.
You idle away pleasant hours in a superb lounge and bar with
dreamlike views across the sea. You choose from an extensive
menu, each dish a proud confection of our experienced chefs.
Every day skies are blue and the sea is warm: and aH around you
the Fortunate Isles display their beauty for your discovery.

Al! enquiries lo any 01 Ihe principal Iravel agencies
orlo

THE MANAGER, GRAN HOTEL CANARIA
Las Palmas, Grand Canary

Cables: CANARYHOTEL Telephone: 31421
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CANARY rSLANDS HOTELS

GRAND HOTEL PARQUE

Cables
Pareotel

Te/ephone
16100(4Iines)

Restaurant T~le~~:~~~a~O~a~nd_C~~ce~:~:rci:iS~~ R~o~sood Service

Music and Dancing

30



CANARY ISLANDS HüTELS

HOTEl SANTA CATAliNA
LAS PALMAS, GRAND CANARY

Cab/es: Husa Te/ephone: 16806 (4 lines)

Unsurpassed for Luxury

AII rooms have telephones and prívate bathrooms

*
Overlooking the sea, swimming pool 82.40 Fahr.,

tennis courts, etc.

*
Miniature Golf and Bowling Alley
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CANARY ISLANDS HOTELS

HOTEL METROPOL

First Class Hotel facing the port entrance and overlooking
the sea. Al! rooms have telephones and prívate bathrooms.
Salt water swimming pool. Terrace facing sea. Telephone: 15900.

GRANO HOTEL TAORO
OROTAVA VALLEY

Puerto de la Cruz Te!. 350
Standing in
own grounds
in magnificent
scenery

Private
gardens
Tennis courts
Swimming
pool

* * * *
A typical
Hotelofthe
Canary Islands
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CANARY ISLANDS

HOTEL MENCEY
The most up-to-date and
glamorous Hotel in the Island

AII rooms with
telephone and
Bath or Shower
Prívate Gardens,
TennisCourts.
Swimmíng Pool,

Idealplaceforrest
and sport

Magnificent Green
GolfCourse

20minutesfrom
Hotel

B~NCO CENTR~L
Alcalá, 49 Y Barquillo, 2 y 4 - MADRID
Capital desembolcado - - - - - 480.000.000 de Ptas.
For.dos de reserva - - - - - 1.3ó3.000.000 de Ptas.

390 Dependencias en Capitales de provincia y otras importantes
plazes de la Península, Islas Baleares, Canarias y Africa

Con esta extensa organización y su importante red de
Corresponsales en todo el mundo, realiza toda clase de operaciones
bancarias, estando especializado en la financiación del comercio

internacional

Los Cheques de Viajero del Banco Central están creados para
facilitar los desplazamientos de quienes realizan viajes dentro y

fuera de España

(Aprobado por la Dirección General de Banca, Bolsa e Inversiones con el núm. 3.806)
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CANARY ISLANDS

BANCO mSPANO AMEffiCANO
MADRID

Capital Desembolsado- - - 770.000.000....
Reservas - - - - - 2.011.000.000 " "

CASA CENTRAL
Plaza de Canalejas, núm. I

SUCURSALES EN LAS PRINCIPALES LOCALIDADES
DE LA

PENINSULA. CEUTA, MELILLA, BALEARES Y CANARIAS

CORRESPONSALES EN TODO EL MUNDO

SERVICIO ESPECIAUZADO PARA LAS OpERACIONES
CON EL

EXTERIOR EN SU DEPARTAMENTO" EXTRANJERO

ARUCAS . . . • •
ARREClfB DE LANZAROTE

g~~~~ISORA
OUlMAR •.•
lCOD DE LOS VINOS
LA LAOUNA •
LA OROTAVA. . . .
LOS LLANOS DE ARIDANE
PUERTO DE LA CRUZ. ,
SAN lUAN DB LA RAMBLA •
SANTA CRUZ DE LA PALMA •
SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFFE,

TE!~~I~ ~~:.:~a~~;r~'2
TEROR • . . .. Gmeral Franco, 12
VALVERDE DEL HIERRO Dr. SlUItcro,4
(Aprobado por IaDi<CCd6n General de llMca, Bol$a e Inversiones eonelno.1.711

SUCURSALES EN et.NARIAS:

LAS PALMAS, Oftolna Principal • GraL Primo de Rivera, 4 al. g (pucno de
la Lua) Nieol... ErtevaDe2,S

, Plaza Hunado de Meodou, 1
Triana,91
FrlUlC;"COGou.w. U
Lcón y Culillo, 11y19
Plaza de Sanliqo,16
Gencra1 Mola, 21
San Pedro Abajo, 2
sauAsusÚo,41
Gmeralis.imoFranco,41
Plaude la CowIlItuci6n,10
Avda. A1ntirantcDlazPimleIlta, S
SanJU<Ul,9
Calvo Soteio, 26
O'Daly,13
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LAS PALMAS

ACENClA DE VL\JES

TUVEL ACENCY

ACENCE bE VOYACES

REISEBÜRO

MADRID, BARCELONA, SEVILLE,

LAS PJI.LMJI.S, TENERIFFE,

PUERTO DE LA CRUZ, MJl.LLORCA

Air and Sea Tickds 'o all destinations

Hotel Bookings

Excursions to and in al! the 1slands oi the
ArchipelagQ

TIIIIIII STREET, 140
LIS PILUS DE GIlIlI CIJIIRI!

fi:uruOI'(U: 18261-1816a~18169
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TENERIFFE

HAMlLTON & CO.
ESTABLISHED 1199

Lloyd's Agents Steamship Agents

AlJents for the followlnlJ Steam.hlp Companie.:
BlueStarLine Ltd. BoothStumshipCo.Led.
Cunard Steam-Ship Co. Ltd. Canulian Paciflc Steamship$ Led.
P.llcO.-OrientLines Donaldson Line Ltd.
Rederi.TranAtlantic SvenskaLloyd
Svenska Amerih Linien AIB Brieish Tanker Co.
Holland-Afrika Li/n Naviera Axnar S.A., Bilbao

etc.. eec.

~ Áof4noN_H......LT<>"" Co.. Al'u"..oo IU. s........ c.uz, TI:...........
CAlIAfl'iI....1<lIS.

Tow,r.__lLuuLrON, T"",u,rrL Toltr _ 05 15.

ü"""'" Ilop,"o_!w#--S'::i:;"F.':c..~L"'o"&1 Co.. SI'O"-': BolISa, 154, D'"IIO_

AHLERS & RAHN
SUCESOIl.ES OE JACOe AHLEkS

&u.bli.hedl9(l(i

SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE
AGENT5: ofth."G.."'.nlocherLlo)'d .. H.... bureand B.rlln

V.r.in Hl/llbureer "-kuradeure. Hl/llbur¡
Finlond South-A",••lca Une
H.... burc-A"'e.lcaUno
~=u~,~lt~;ricanUn.

~~~~E::raQn~~=J~;:.~....p&chiff.-Rhede..1

IMI'OIlTEIlS: or Sulphat. or ......_rii.. Powh and oth.r {erulize... a _11 '"
plckinemlte.lallnconn.etlonwi.thth.frulebusin_.

EXPOIlT.EIlS: olflanana. To",""osandoth.r Canlrr p....dueu.
IlU'IlESfHTATlVES:ofOaiml.r-8ent ..._oblle.and moto..,
MeAD OfRce , Santo CnlT d. Tenmle. Con...r 101...4 ..

Post &O" 106. Tel.e•...,. "'ACAHLERS," T.I.,., Ten.rlM05-l9.
I/tAHCH Off/CE, I.ao P.lma. Gnnd Canaty Calle ju.n Rejon 91.

T.I••••",."JACAHLeRs." TII.,.: Lao 'al",.. os-:u.
OIIJeE: Madrid, '001&0" 1023, T.l........ "AMLERS."
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CANARY ISLANDS

BANCO EXTERIOR DE ESPAÑA
Entidad oficial de Credito Especializada
en Operaciones de Comercio Exterior

Capital social 480.000.000,-Ptas.
Reservas 578.730.000,-Ptas.

OFICINAS CENTRALES
Carrera de San Jer6nimo, 36-MADRID (I.e)

SUCURSA.!-ES y AGENCIAS:
PENINSULA y BALEARES

Agencias urbanas en Madrid: Nllm. 1: Goya, 41. Nllm. 2: Sagasta., 11.
Nllm. 3: Avda. José Antonio, 73; Núm. 4: Montera, 10.

:il~~: ~1~;~=~.A~tS~Irt:~~la ~1r:~~E~b~~,cG~~fa,c~~~~~~~!:
Jerez de la Frontera. Maur6, Mérida, Murcia, Orihuela, hlafrugell,
Palma de Mallorca, Pamplona, Reus, Sabadell, San Sebastián, Sevilla
(Sucursal y una Agencia). Sueca, Valencia (Sucursal y una Agencia),
Vigo, Vitoria y Zaragoza. .

ISLAS CANARIAS
la Orocava, las Palmu de Gran Canaria. Puerto de la Cruz, Puerto
delaLuzy Santa Cruz de Tenerife.

AFRICA
Aaiun, Bata, Ceuta, Güera, Puerto Iradler. R'o Benito, San Carlos,
Santa Isabel, Semara, Sidi Ifnl y VillaCisneros.

AMERICA
La Asundón de Paraguay.
Méll<:o (Oficina de representación).

FlIIales en el Extranjero
BANCO ESPAAoL EN PARIS

PARIS: 16, Rue de la Chaussée d'Antin, Pads (90)
22, Ruedu Pont Neuf, París (Halles)

MARSELLA: 28. Cours Lieutaud
PERPll\IAN: 16, Boulevard Georges Clemenceau

BANCO ESPAAoL EN LONDRES
LONDRES: 60, London Wall, London. E.C.2

121/122, Long Acre. London, W.C.2 (Covent Garden)
lOO, Commerclal Street, London. E.I (Spitafields)

lIVERPOOL: 4-6. Victoria Street, Liverpool, 1
BANCO ESPAAoL EN ALEMANIA

FRANCFORT/MAIN: Grosse Gallusstrasse, 1-7
HAMBURGO: Ferdinandstrasse. 64{68
MUNICH: Hel'%Og·Wilhelm Su.. 18/20
BANCO ESPAAoL EN MARRUECOS

CASA8LANCA: Boulevard Mohammed V, "Villas Paquet",
Angle Rue Mohamed Smiha

TETUAN: O'Oonnell,6
Corresponsales en las Principales Plaus del Mundo
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