
l l ial CX)-! ¡s oiic (il llic so-callcil urrciihoii^c aasscs wliicli acl Ici 

lidld ¡II I jarl l i I leal. (il i i i ialc IIKKICIS .SIIIÍJÍCSI llial a (liiiililiii^- iií 

COii will wariii (lir plaiict hv aboul 2.5 (Icgrees (4'lsiiis. W I K ' I I 

llic grci'iiliiiiisc ii i ipads of iiiclliaiie and nitrniis oxides are addcd 

1(1 ll ial cif COJ . I lie warii lililí al llial lime iiiay rcail i as iiiiicli as 

•+ dtígreps. 

So wlial dcics lilis l ia\ i ' Ici dii wi l l i llic (ionvcMir? Two 

lliiiiiís. Iidlli ( l íwl i ic l i will iciid lo dciTcasc llic dciisilv oí'walci's 

iii lile polar iruioiis (and llicrcrorc iii Uic nortli(»ni Adanlic). 

|-iisl. lile polar rcíiions will gradiially warin. Secoiul. as tlic 

plaiKi warins. morí' walcr will cNaporalc Iroiii llic occaiis and 

conseqnciilK iiioic rain will lall. Al liigli lalitiidcs wlicrc 

preripilalion cxci'i'ds CN aporalion. lliis increasc will dili i lc the 

salí coiilcnl oí siiríacc walcrs. Menee llie greenlionse hiii ldiip will 

prodiiee a doiilile wliaii i i i iv! C^liniale niodeis wliicli simnlale llie 

response ol llie oeean as well as oí tile alniospliere suggesl (hal 

once the glolial warniing reaelies 4 degrees (lelsiiis dial diere is a 

disliiiel liki'liliooil dial llic (!oii\cvor will sliii ldown. 

Leí s sa\ dial oiir niaii-niade greenlioiise warniiim piisli in 

a eeiiliii'N or so piislies eondilions in llie norlliern Allanlie oNcr 

lile l ir i i ik. W hal wiiii ld a wi i i id wilhoii l lile (lonvexor lie lil<ey j í 

we adopl wlial ha|)|)eiieil w'lien llie (loii\( ' \( ir sliiil dowii al lile 

onspt of the Younger l)r\as as aii aiialogx. llieii (he región 

aidii i id llie norlherii Allanlie wiiii ld eool dranialicallv. Kurlhcr 

global raiiilall palleins woiilil iinihago a drainalie sliiíl jiisl as 

liappened dnring lliis \car s l"J Niño. Siorniiness wiinlil likeK 

increase. Rui. rorliinaleK. eondilions 011 Ivir lh would iiol 

deleriorale lo llie exleiil llie\ ilid dnring llie Voiinger Drvas. The 

reasoii is dial al llie lime oí a greenhoiise indtieed shiildow 11. llie 

l'.arlh Wíinid he sex'eral degrees warnier lliaii iiow . Hatlier more 

likeK. wliile lemperaliires downwind l idin lile norlliern Allanlie 

WDiild drop helow loda\ s. in llic' resl oT llie wiirid llie eooling 

w'oiild iiiereK olTsel parí ol lile aeerned greeiihoiise wanning. 

So. oiie iiiighl coiieliide ll ial sncli an evenl wonid nol lie so 

awesome al'ler all. Aller llie reorganization was eomplele. aller 

soiiie aeeonimodalion lo llie new" eondilions. lile would gii 011 

mnelí as beforc. ¡-"erhaiis. Iiul l lu' liansilion period wiiii ld likeK 

1H' a M'iv impleasanl one. Bv analogy 10 aiiy ol llie 

reorgaiii/alioiis ri-eorded in Oreenland ice. dnring lile Iransilion 

|)eriod eliinale wdiild imdergo large lliekers. l'liese lliekers 

woiild eonlimie íor se\eral deeades beforc climale liiialK scllled 

dowii iiilo ils new mude ol operalion and would be lasl cnoiígh 

and lre(|uciil (Mioiigh lo niakc a shainblcs of agriciill i iral 

planning. Widí a projecled ') lo 10 liillion pcoplc lo be led íroin 

lands wliicli iiow slr i ich lo h'cd oiiK (lO pcrecnl lilis niunber. 

diese flickers eonid be disaslrons. As iheir coiirse wciiild be 

nnpredielable. croii lailiires dne (o swiiigs in raiiilall palleins 

eoiild well lead lo inassive slar\ali(i i i . 

Oiir eaplains of indiislrv don ( waiit lo beheve eveii llial 

(X)2 will signiíieanllv warm ihe Karll i . Tliev eerlainly don 1 waul 

lo lisien lo (ihieken Lill le's er\ l l ial llie (ionxcvor luiglil slop. 

riiev jiisliIS llieir reluelance b\ iiuoling llie one repiilable 

almospherie dvnamisl who pooh-poohs greeiihoiise warming. 

MIT's Miehard Lindzen l'eeis siroiigK dial lile increase iu 

almospherie v\a(er vapor ecnlral lo ihe warming prediclions will 

nol occnr. If he is conecl. ll icn iiideed ihere is no problcm. Bul 

slackeil againsl I jnilzeu s scienlilic inli i i l ion are ihe resnils of all 

eliinale modcls. The ollier 100 or so rcpnlable almo.splierie 

d\ namisl.s take lliese model resiilts seiionslv and are coneerned 

llial lile waler \apor leedback w ill lioosi C.Oi s impael sc\'eral 

íold. Oíeoiirse. nii l i l lile l'.arlh s response (or ii(iii-respons<>) lo 

risiiig COi seiuls a clear messagc as lo whelher ihc model 

simnlalions or Liiulzen s inlihlion is corred, ihe débale wil l 

eoiiliinie. Diiriug llic 20 or so veáis wliicli will pass before a 

eonclnsive observalional rcsiilt is in, il would be priidenl for iis 

lo diligenllv prepare lo mecí a possihie need lo grcallv reduce 

CÁ)-! emissioiis dnring ihe secoiid hall oí lile 21sl eeiilnr\. Pasl 

eliinale records kcpl in ice and oeean scdiinenis seiids iis llie 

slrong messagc dial ihe l'.arlh s eliinale svslcm is an aiigrv beasl. 

\\ c are pokiiig ihis beasl. Bewarel 

W H I R L P O O L S 

MARIO SATZ 

l i le loree ol lile eailh s rolalion 011 objcels is kiiowii as llie 

(ioriolis l-.nVcl. fi l is cITeel follows ihe model of Fcrrcl s Law. 

wliicli liolds dial all inoving bodies Icnd lo vccr loward ihc righl 

in ihe Norlliern I lciiiis|)licre and loward llie lel'l in lile Soulhi-rn 

I lemisphcrc. I'cir (^xainplc, il is wliv an obscrver mav be 

siirprised lo biid dial walcr draiiis in one dircciion in Aiislralia 

and in l l i i ' odier dircciion in fairope (allhoiigh lile obscrver 

liimsi'lí is siibjeel lo lile doiible liclix of liis genelie code). 

Beeaiise of llie ("oriolis l'Jl'eel. biological asxinmclrx loosens llie 

gcomclrie cxeliisi\ i l \ oí circular fornis. o|)ciiiiig lliciii iiilo 

heliocoids: lilis is lile model hir osscoiis. corneal and calciinn 

growlli. loiii id in a kneccap. a ram s hollow liorii or a 

gaslropod s sliell. Spirals are drixcii l i \ a dancing forcé, eillier 

ascending or desccnding. w hose cmolional Iranscriplion lies 

bclweeu verligo aud ecslasv; ¡n llieir presence wc l'cel vagiiclv 

ilrawii in or absorbed. The scnsalion is irresisiible and complex, 

vel il olie\s a rule as simple as llial of llie whirling derxishes of 

Koii\ a. 

l l ie spiral is lo geoiiielr\ wlial llie whirlpool is lo waler. In 

air or in a \acuuni — a cohmín of smokc or a galaxv — cdiereal 

niallcr displaxs an e\aiiesceiil disconliimiu wliich Iransporls iis 

Iriiii i a miii iminn lo a maximiim \'ia ihe opeiiing iip oí oiir 

sciises. The same pallern or model o('curs bciicalh waler s 

iransparcnl and lioinogenoiis silk. as i í llie l¡(|niil were ac(|iiiriiig 

a foriii based 011 a \ ibraling conical irregii lari l \ . and as ií diere 

were somelhiiii; oruasmic and (jcnelie aboul the ccnlrifíiKal forcé 

caiiscd b\ llie whirlpool. In Spanish. lo draiii oiicself is also a 

good wa\ ol rclerring lo the climax ol the lo\c acl. Siiii|)lv 

slated. a spiral is a ciirxc lliat bcgins al a poinl of origiii. I idi i i 

wliicli ils ciirxalurc conlimiousK' diminishes [ I ] . Il is a ciirxe 

whosc concaxc radiiis increascs conslanlK. and (as in crolic 

expericnces) as ils powcr grows ils IIIOIÍM'S are r<'\ealed. like 

eclioes o ía \(iicc dial liad oiiK inoaued. fhe spiral. like ihe 

whirlpool. is a linc dial ira\cls. llie mosl nomadic and 

ainbigiioiis oí all íoriiis. 

f. \. (iook [2] sliidied rnniinanls liorns and molliisk 

sliclls — diosc draw ings and arrangemenls llial a<'cordiiig lo 
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Pliiiy oí'fer tlie coiiclusive proof the Nature 's plavfuliiess, inunda 

ludentis Naturae varíelas — and arrived at the conclusión tlial 

niatlienialical constanls act as limils on tlie passion to 

piolií'erate. In the curl of a lock of hair, in a strand of wool, in 

an elephant 's tusk, in the tendrils of a grapevine, in a shool ol 

jasinine. llic ciirred parí of a xpiriil Í'.V <i frustrated allcinpl al 

refiirniíig. Üw "H'onu'tríc coiiifyeiisulion lo love í dariiig 

arítluiwlic wliich, as the supreme energv of the universe, seeks 

continuous muhiplication bevond itseh", trying to fiilfiO the 

inexorable laws of growth and abundance. lii whiilpools this 

insistence is often caiised bv the wind, the supreme inseininator. 

When the wind blows a powerful giist across a i'iver ai- a 

waterfall's pool, or even when it hurls itself angrily irito the 

niiddie of the ocean, the waters open and begin to l'lee 

unpredictablv, giving new life to the waves and íoani. The snail 

L shell Naiitdns poiiipilius (which gave the North American 

A engineer Lester Alien the inodel for his hvdraulic turbine) is the 

" perfect paradigni of whirlpools' spiraling tendency. which one 

wav or another eventuallv forní the shell of dreanis. At the sanie 

time, the inollusk shell s pearlv stn-face is reniiniscent of the 

^ Metonic sliifts of the nioon. i.e. its rc.curring cvcles. The 

, - . Babvloihans. who raised brick whiH|)ools in the ziggurat 

consiruclion of tlieir observation towers, were clearlv the first to 

„ discover the so-callcd Metonic cvcle, according to whicii the 

' moon passes through the exact same jilaces everv 19 \ears . And 

r what is theie belween 1 and 9, tiie nuniber that Dante 

a considered not onlv heuvenlv but also the fundamental mark oj 

'. derelo/mieiit Jroiii a iinil lltat, iipoii reac/iiiig ilx inaxiiiuiiii jonn. 

o reliirns lo ilsclj oii a difjí'n'itl [¡Inne'i If we add the two iiumbers 

a together we retiu-n yet again to the Pythagorean theorv of ten, in 

' which the 1 is masculine and the O is feminine. nieta])hors of 

l'ullness and eniptiness that are conjugated by botli the whiilpool 

and its calcified olTspring. the Nautiins. 

Perhaps we miglit imagine the beginnings of life as the 

tracing of a logai'ithmic or e(|uiangular s|)iral that in some part of 

the vast universe, in the niind of the cosniic night, detenninetl its 

pi-ofound identity. Sitiialeil among the grandest oí' the celestial 

spectacles. the spiral galaxies [among which our owii Milky Way 

is an outstaiiding exauíple) coutain stars that are veri,' youug [-'5] 

— bctween 10 and 25 million vears, i.e. between a quarter and a 

half i)f one percent of the age of the sun and the earth, Because of 

this morphologv. astroiiomers frequentiv search for evidence of 

continuing birth of stars in spiral structures. As their appearant-e 

suggests. tliesc features were caused bv the phenomena of 

coUision aiid gaseous compression. It is as if we were throwing 

dice that bore geoinetric svmbols on their sides, and when thev 

cauíe to rest we alwavs encountered the omplialoccntric svmbol 

of the spiral on the side that produces the creative revelation. the 

fiíil lux. The niosl widelv accepted ex])lanalioii of the production 

and uiaintenance of large-scale spiral structures is the deusitv 

wave theor\' developed bv (-. U n at .VllT in the L-iiited States; 

according to this theorv, wilhiu galaxies of this kiud there is a 

wave of gravitational |)otenlial (liat takes the forní of a brokcn 

helicoid, nioving like a booTiierang iii the central galactic plañe. 

As a result, when the density wave passes through onter space, 

dense concentrations of dust and gas are created and are later 

discernable as spiral branches. 

Our own galax\' consists of three basic parts; the nticlear 

región, which extends l'roni our sun over a distance of 5,000 

parsecs (a parsec is equal to 3.'2b light veai's); the nari'ow disk 

around the sun. no more than .500 |)arsecs widc. which contains 

the most spectacular elements of Population 1 and in whicli the 

spiral structure is predominarU; and the outer halo, which is 

lundamentallv inhabited bv Population 11. The spiral región 

expands otuward l'roui the sun across the galactic plañe froni 

about 5.000 parsecs to about 15,000 parsecs and is located more 

or less in the center of this arrav of stars. The astronomei' w lio 

studies spiral galaxies detects that llic curre.'; and liiiniíKiu.s 

branches are quite visible lliere, (he inuleriul is less dense, and 

diisl. particles and gas expand onlivard foward the edges irluil 

lile center (irhich Is ihe triie cosniic e/rduyo) holds colled irilhin 

its core. From this pattern or norm, we niight inl'er that \(Hitli 

belongs to the periphery and adulthood to tlie nncleiis.- or piit 

another wa\'. the gieater the densitv, ihe greater the peace and 

stabilitv. What is clear is that nothing is peaceful in the cosmos. 

In meastn'able time the perimeter of a wheel spins íaster than its 

axis; the same thing happens in those vast luu'ricanes and 

tornadocs, which are ec|uallv if not more dangerous in tlieir 

outer limits than in the eve itself. 

Central American pre-Columbiaii uivtliolog\ dcil'iefl the 

hurricane that so often laid waste to the fragrant coasls. The 

verv word hurricane is Caribbean in origin; scientificalK. it 

reíers to a tropical cvclone with w iiids of 73 miles peí' lioiir or 

more, accompanied bv thiuider and lightiiing. (Ivclones (from 

the Greek word kyklonui. which meaiis wheel aiid also the tiirn 

of a winding serpent) are usualK debued as stoniis or wind 

svstems that rotate around a center of low atmos|3heric pressure; 

in the Southern heinispliere thev rotate clockwise. in the 

Northern hemisphere coimterclockwise [4]. which briiigs us back 

to the Coriolis Effect. together. the hurricane aiul the cvclone 

gestated over a period of cenluries the terrií'ving god that some 

liiiguists believe was the origin of the strange iiiiage of a one-

legged god: /Vi or hn, meaning one: ;•. meaihng its; and akan, 

meaiiing leg. According to legend, I lurakán or C'ux (laj (Heart 

of the l lcavens), was iinited with (^nx Llew (I ieart of the 

Ear th) ; alter this encoimter, when the earth l'ormed one of its 

legs. it remained on solid groniid as a memento of this godlv 

lo\e. just as the great w liirlwind that sometimes sweeps bn'iouslv 

from the sea Is the otiier [lart. searcliiiig for its ¡lartiier. 

In the Quechua langtiage [-5]. the I lurricane is the greatest 

deitv of the |)antlieon. It is a creatiire made ol water and lire, of 

life and energv. the very axis of the universe: in the pre-

(¡ohimbian meutalitv, the meteorological hurricane seeiiis to 

contain the e\e of the universe, and tlie liuuian eve gave birth 

(sometimes violentlv) to the most prolound visious that the 

American worid liad with regard to our species. From the 

earliest times the priests and shamans observed the liurricaiie's 

bchavior; when the xioleiit storm that stop|)ed the liurricane was 

uiileashed. half the diameter of tlie hurricane liad passed and the 

center liad been reached. Alter |)assiiig throiigli this eiiiply 

space. it shifted inimedialcK' ¡uto the secoud half. From this [6] , 

the unexpected ¡uterval ol IraiKiuilitv followed innnediatelv by 

renewed aggression was ex])erieiiced as a i iustic lapsc of 

extraordinary importance, similar to an island of bcatitude 

between two epileptic attacks. The serene comjjreliensioii of the 

order of the universe between the verv wiiigs of its catasti'ophes. 

The wisc gaze of the astronomers also detected the fací 

that the Hurricane was the horizontal transcriptioii ol what they 
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saw iii llic M'i'licul urid ccleslial plaiic as « rolitlloii oj llic I i\sn 

M(i/or (iiid llie Lima Miiior (iroiiiid t/ie pule s/tii\ As l'^ciMiando 

Ortíz wrote [7] , "Thev saw all llie celestial himinaries as rulalinj; 

arniiiK;! a single point or axis: and eaeh year. Idllowing llial sanie 

line oí ¡mposing foree. the liirious I liiiTirane descended in order 

to be released/ . The nieleorolofíical plienonieiuin descended in 

order to test tlie rectitiide and conslaiicy ol niunkinil. w lio liad 

to tested periodicallv. Like a nioviiiíí jiiflge. a greal tornado 

would occasionallv sweep ihroiigli witli words ol' ligliliiiiig and 

phrases ol' tlninder. Ortiz cites a [jassage ol' the Hig I cda iii 

wincli Hiidra. the god ol storins wlio rides a whirUvind and 

whose team oi' horses is haniessed in the l'orin of a caracole. 

creates the first whirlpools as part ol' the jjeginning ol' worid: and 

Iroin tliein c/iibnos a/v crctiled. y\s MacKenzie notes [8], "'The 

lirst whirKvind was the cause ol the l'irst whiilpool. In I lelirew 

riKKirbolel, or whirlpool, comes from two kev roots: iiKKir. wliicli 

iiieans nakediiess or void: and bal or /;////. wliicli mcaiis withont. 

lacking. Here the reference to the eye ol' whirlpools and 

hnrricanes is clear, as ¡s the negalion of all stahilitv. wliich is 

alsü iniplied in genetic or l'lucltiating nioinents. It is (inite 

possible that the "breath of God" that blew across the walers 

(Génesis 1:3) might have created lile bv nieans of this 

miracujouslv twisted í'orm. 

in the Diccionario del uso del español. María Moliner (like 

Govarrtibias belore lier) recalled that the niark of the whirlpool 

also presides over the crown of the liead where liair grow lli 

commences. Micliio Ktislii. who was one of tíie i'ounders of 

macrobiotics, lield that the spiral íonn (wliich in water becomes 

a whirlpool) governs our nutritional process; cooking changes 

|iiddiicts from the vegetable realin via the pre-atomic reahn and 

\¡a I he \ ib ia t ions that contract or expand (depending on the 

nioniciit) in concentric waves, converting matter into energy. 

riiiis pcristalsis., the worm-like movement characteristic ol 

tubular muscular organs (siich as (he intestines, through wliicli 

lumps of l'ood are drawn) acts according to the same dynamic as 

that wliicli the whirlpool exerts on water and the spirals on the 

nuclear galaxies. This may be why, in the pre-Golumbian world. 

the I lurricane was considered the principal cause of psychic and 

biological catharsis, iiispiring poets and taming animáis. 

Early geometers and inathematicians also noted the sign ol 

ihe equiaiígular spiral in the movement of whirlpools; it ¡s a sign 

in wliich ralionalit\ and irrationality go hand in hand. The first 

lo stutK' this was Descartes in the 17th ceutury, foUowed bv 

Torricelli; later, at the end of the 17th centurv, John Beriuniilli 

])roved manv of its most important properties. l ie was so struck 

bv what he discovered that he had his tombstoiie inscribed witli 

the epitaph Eadein mulata rcsurgo, wliich might be translated as 

•ahhoiigh changed, he remained unchanged. Tliis is the 

(lefinition of the eqihangnlar spiral — the geometrii' point P that 

moves on a [ilane in such a wav that the tangent P forms a lixed 

angle with an outward radiiis and the vector OP. where the 

point O is lixed — is an analogv to the psvchological 

configurations that are delected in times of crisis, like cracks or 

openings towai'd a new precipice of age. In siimmaiv: ¡re cltange 

bul ire retiiaiu ourselres. We possess a regularitv, a predictable 

imfoldiiig: liowever, to be precise, this regularitv develops 

irregniariv. Sonie sliells and fossils have lorms iiiiile similar to 

that of the ei |uiaugular s|)iral. and our lives seeni lo follow the 

same pattern in botli our advances as well as our relapses. We 

unconsciousK eniplo\ phrases such as "so-and-so is fossilized 

or "'so-and-so is a lillle tornado in rel'ereiii-e to a lixed character 

or to a (|uantuiii leap in an adolescent s development. 

Ihere are manv |)lams that in their "inflorescence" 

repi'odtice forms analogoiis to the e(|niaiigiilar s|)iral. Tliev begin 

with a |iiiiiiarv slioot. from wihch springs a second at a del'inite 

angle: another slioot follows on the same sitie and at the same 

angle., and so on conlimionsK-. ilins die defleclion or curvature 

is continuous and pi'ogressive. ll is nol caiised by anv exteriial 

forcé, but ratlier is dne excliisivelv to factors inherent in its 

syslein ol biological oiganization. 10 the iiaked exc the aiigles of 

the snccessive shoots are all eqiial. and the leiigth of the slioots 

diminishes ¡n a constanl rate. riie final resiilt is that the 

successire sliools orsuccessire increiiieuls o/ írroiiili are llie 

langeuls of a curre, aud lilis curre is a Iriie logarilluiiic spiral. 

riiere is a pre-Golumbian proverb that seems to rellect the long 

whirlpool ol pleasnre and paiii llial constitiite a lile: clioípuzlli 

iiioleca. ixayollpi.i(diui. It means 'the crv s|)reads out, the tears 

lall like rain [8]. Individual deslinv consists of a more-or-less 

discernible cmreiit: when seeii in its entiretx. this diffuse and 

irreversible ctirrent gi\es wav to scattered wlhrl|)Ool zones. 

'where tears lall like rain . zones of suction. traclion, biirsts of 

centrifngal forcé that seeni to indicate a cliauge of direclion 

when in lai't thev are nothing but an accentnation of (he 

direction alreadv taken. Kveii the umbilical cord. that part of the 

bodv evident onl\ ¡n the iia\al . shows llie sigiis of the w hirlpool. 

In its Kelatinous material, iiearK a meter in leniítli. resides the 

umbilical vein that carries oxvgenized blood to the bod\ of the 

foetus. and two umbilical arteries that carrv the iised blood to 

tile placenta, riins the liíjiiids seeiii to iiiipose the modcl of their 

rise and lall, their l'low and re tmn. 

II we were able lo draw an adjusled iiia|i ol the inigiation 

ol eels {.Anguilla (uiguilla). we would immediatelv discover the 

drawing ol their li\iiig whirlpool in the Sargasso Sea. wliicli is 

mistakenU ihought to encompass an immobilc zoiie. Sittiated lo 

the sotith of the Bermudas and to the west of the Atlantic Ocean, 

the Sargasso Sea is the focal point of a vast rotating current of 

the .\ortli Atlantic. On the sui'face it is a peaceful región of 

water, bul there is turbulenee in its deptlis. There, in the dense 

egg-laving área — the e(|nivaleiit of the eve of the hurricane — 

the metaniorphosis of (he le|)(oce|)lialus into eiíl begins, .And this 

is also probalilv the [)lace of origin of the pre-Golumbian fantasv 

of Qnetzalcóatl. "the beantibillv leathered serpeiK" . the walkiiig 

god who was the svmbol ol religión, arl and wriling itself. Like 

the toruadoes and evclones (hat géstate in the lieart of the 

oceans, it involves the death and resnrrectioii of natural beings. 

Whether becatise the eels cree|). jniiip and twist duriiig their 

migrations. or whether because in certain species llie bile 

produces a ligliliiing-like effecl (aiifl l'or this reasoii (hese 

creatures were f'eared and closcK obserxcd). or whether because 

the great snake, the whirlvvind and the whirlpool all coil aromid 

themselves, what is clear is that the Hurricane and Quetzalcóatl 

are related. 

Mother-Father, Quetzalcoatl aho proceeds from the 

coupling of the ocean and the fiiiv of the heavens; in other 

words, like all of iis. from the erotic embrace in wliicli a 

spermatocidal s|)ark navigates head l'irst toward its goal of 

fertilizing the egg. According to Gárcamo [0]. ' ' the feathered 

serpent of the .Mava and Azlec ci\ilizations appeais to be related 

file:///ibiations
file:///ortli


ruiidaiiu'iJtalK lo llic cliild s arial-digilal |)i'coi(ai|iali()iis. Il is a 

hisexiialized symhol of IVil¡l¡l\ llial ai'ises as a l i \ pcrliopliv or 

oversiatemeiit of the lif'e insliiict ¡ii o])])osil¡oii lo Uie dealli 

inslinct." Whei! llie luirricaiie and ¡Is wli ir lwii id and destincnon 

sweep ovpr inan-madc sli'nclui'cs in a lin'\ ol walcr and mud 

and rain, wlial i'cniains takes on an as|)('cl oí vvaste or residue or 

excreiiieiil: Irci-s lom onl bv llieir roots. Irails of vpfjeTables. 

cadavers. utensiis. hrokrn poIlciN. driftwooif rnl)bisli and 

broken exteriors. h is nol nnlike wlien (he nialernal contractions 

and llip l)rpak¡nn; of dic walcr (\\(- are born ínter Jaeces) expel 

llic lifc of oiii- indi\ idnal allcr anolher. l'hns from these spiral 

fugues of walcr. fi'oin ihese astral whirlwinds, from these 

spinning gakixics. onc iinisl look for the grealest of ihings aflcr 

llic calaslrophcs of llieir agilalions and discharges. 

In ihc ecjiíilibriinn of ils line, the circle defines and 

encompasses ihc divine: bul llic spiral. whir l i is an opcn or 

broken circle, is the indcfinilion of llic hiniian. llic sigii of ils 

conliniiing and ncver-ending future. .VIost dances niix llic Iwo, 

llie circle and the spiral. bul onh- onc dance has laken il lo 

pcrfcciion: ihc si'iiiti or rciniion oí whirling dei'\ islics anil siifis, 

wliicli is ihoiighl lo be a icllcclion of llic Pvthagoric conception 

of ihe rolali i ig nnisic of llic s|)lici'cs and ihcir molher-plasinas. 

the galaxies. The dancing ordcr was foinidcd in ihc \'M\\ cenliir\ 

bv Mevlana Jalalii ddin. a pocl and nnslic. who cinphasized llic 

niovenieni of llie subjecl and the niusic over written or spoken 

langiiage. One can still witness the ineasured. caref'ul steps of llic 

dancers. wi lh onc liand loward llie sk\- and ihc ollier toward llic 

i'arlli (like Buddha after bis enliuhlennienl!) 'nderinu; to llic 

inloxicalion of ihe rnusic plaved on a reed ilute and a sinall 

drnni. Ibc enllnisiastic parlicipanls of llic seiiia coini' from 

varioiis villages in Asia Minor, where ihe Iradilion ol (ler\islies 

seeins to be rooted. They are approached wi ih a peculiar 

anxicix. known for cenliirics: 

lílieii \í>u (lie even'wliere. yon are iioirliere 

When yotí <av soineivhere, yon luv ereryírliere 

The crvplic s\llal)l<-s of diese lines (which are attribuled to 

the sheik Necnieddiii [ l ü ] ) reflecl ihe essence of llie Siifi creed 

wilh résped lo divine omniscience. The coherence oí wonders, 

llie cerlainlv dial wiial has no end has no bcginning. are alrciidy 

present liere, siiblle wilbin llie iniplicil order. Il is we who niusl 

'"screw ourselves " (as ihc dance enconrages) ¡uto the IJnique. I he 

Sun of Snns. Meniorv. llie zkliir. is agilaled bv re|)ealing Mis 

Naiiie. releasing ihe serpeiithíe secrets: it is unlied in a se(|iience 

dial goes from molei'ules to atoms, from aloins lo elemenlal 

|>arlicles. .'\n agilaled wliirlpool sa\es iis Ironi llic ab\ss oí 

forgelling. Thiis llie cosinic genealogv opens like a .Nanlihis snail 

belween ihe veils of the liearl. In the eve of the dances 

geoniclric Innricane. in ils liollow axis, ihc fiaia' or annibilalion 

of I he ego is coni|jlele. The whole inhverse. which was Iving 

liidden benealh llie drowsv folds of our evelids. now awakes in 

lile corkscrew oí ilselí. The íliile ceases. liie driini íalls silcnl. A 

galaxv is being born. I ndcrslanding has arr i \cd. silcnl and 

inic(|invocal. 
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V I R G I N I A W O O L F , 
T I D E S OF F A D I N G I D E N T I T I E S 

J U A N I G U E R R A 

She slood diere walching llie cloiids íloaliiig b\ and llic Icaxcs 

treinbling: in llie inidsl oí chaos, lliings \\(;re laking shape: 

soineliines ils uiiceasing coming and goiii.g and waves llow inlo 

slabilily. 

(\ . Wdolí. Tu l/ie IJ'O/IIhou.se) 

DeUiíig inlo lile plaslic d\llalllil•^ »i ./aeol)s Itaoiii and llicii 

nioxing on To Ihe LiglilliouKe is opening ii|) ones insiglil lo ihe 

liunian Iransformalion encom|)assed within the erralic 

niovenienl oí The H are.<i. ,Aiid il's that Virginia Woolfs 

lilerainre. Iier poelic narralixe. progresses from llie scalllering or 

lading of linnian leelings among llie crashing of ihe waves. 

aiiiong llie siir|)risiiig rlivthms of llie í'oaní: The sea is ihe 

conscience al all its levéis — logical. illogical. (o|)ologicak its 

oulgoing lides lint also its incoining tides, ils overílowing. its 

liglils and ils shadows. The sea is the myriad iin|)ressi(ins which 

inhábil our re-íonniíig perccplion oí rcaliu bv encbanling i l . 

The sea is llie local ll ioiighl which wanders liilher and xoii 

through the nooks and crannies oí imcerlainlv: Liciiiid íolds now 

ever-changing aiiiong wliicli llic esseiilial \isions laiidoiiiK come 

lo l'ore. \ irginia was caplivaled b\ ihe iníinile possibililies oí llie 

sea as a lilerarv melaphor or as an analogv oí llie iníinile 

possibililies oí lile ilselí. (he origin oí lile niosl proíoinid of 

visions oí liiiman idenlilv. Il was in that grcal nielaphor lliat 

Virginia s novel wri l ing dril led in a sort of prodigioiis 

slri icli iring from hcr íirsi works siicli as .\/g/)/ (uiil l)ay ( I ' ) I')) 

or The \ oyage Oul (1^15) u|) to lier crossing llie ihresbold oí 

piirelv vagabond abslraclion in Tlie llare.s (1').'?1). 

ParadoxicalK and in a final acl oí lo \a l l \ lo lier icalm 

professional |)iirsinl. Virginia, (he aiilhor. experienced the final 

iiearlrending s\ nibiosis oí losiiig lier own lií'e al ihe water's 

liando. These are sonic of (he crealivc íorces o ía lexl which lovs 

wilh ambigiiiU' bv shonling onl al ihe reader: "Nolhing! ' . 

I lox'c swimming. .And il almosi alwavs awakiMis niv 

senses. 

Wlial is Ra(|uel doiiig w il l i lier gaze íixed on llie green 

depllis oí ihe sea? She s sensing. fliving lier íreedom or hcr final 

Irip •nndcr llie glassv. cool. Iranslncenl \\a\c . I l ia\c opened 

and sliiil '/'//(' I oya'fie Oul. Il s loo cold rigbl now. I'll come back 

.soiiie olher dav. 
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