
XKe crisis of crisis 
D E o L o G Y M A R G I N A L I T Y 

BY E U G E N I O VALDÉS FIGUEROA 

Disciissiou oi' llic tluMiie of iiiarginalitv 

in the |:)Osliii()flein era Ijroiiglit lo beai' a 

coiitemporarv pohil oí view oii tlie oíd 

pi'olileiii oi' llie ideológica! condilion oí' 

art. 

Tlie svndi'onie of doiibt seeiiis to be 

undci'iniíiiiig llie verv hcart of 

centralisin in the West. Debates as to 

cuiliii'ai ideiililv. dial ai'e gainiíig 

ini|>orUuice in ihe vangnard 

inlellecliialilv of nuií'opolitaii cenl irs , 

spell ont new íorinnias destined to llie 

stTiíggle l'or liie conservalion of 

syinbolic power and control of socio -

cultural áreas. 

Such a sil nal ion seenis i'elated lo a 

coid'lueiice process of cerlain ideológica! 

manifestations associated \\il!i universal 

l^roblems: inigratorv Irends al global 

scale and tlieir conlaniinaling effecl; llie 

criscs of idenlilv as an effecl of socio-

logical, cnlliii'al. and ideological 

conleinporarv factors: racisni; feniinisin: 

lliirdwdi-ldisni; gav nioxemeiits and 

AIDS victims riglils inovernents. Tliis 

progi'essive conflnence is bul the 

e.xpression of marginal solidai'ilN. \\\v¡\ 

ihoiigh lerrilorialilv is niainlained in ihc 

circles of influence aud inici'esis oí the 

groups, niovenienls and (le|)eiulenl 

sectors, it is exidenl llial lliose 

niarginalized bv ilhiess, race, sex, 

nal ionaliu or ccononnc power share a 

basic condilion and llie same 

•hemisphei'e '. 

Given such a phenomenoni ihe theories 

on •'ihe end of ideologies ' are incapable 

oí pid\idi i ig an explanalioii íor ihe deep 

ideologizalion of ail in poslmodernitv. 

More diaii a crisis of ideologies \ve 

should (alk aboul a crisis of 

hegeuionies. llie rediscoverv of llie fací 

dial no iiciilral zones exisl in arlistic 

space has bern íollowcd b \ ihe 

recogiiilioii llial no absolulcK' 

hegemonic zones exisl. dial in iiini 
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modilics oiir iinlions ol' iii;irg¡iiiilil\\ 

|]i ()j)|)().siii()ii to aii ecüiioiiiic 

codifíralioii of dilferpiices IIKII pietciids 

II) lócale |)(i\\('r in llic wi'allliiesT seclors, 

07ie can ap|)iTcialc an idcological and 

socioculluial (•(iidiginaiion llial renders 

anv exaccl localizalioii .sii.s|)cct. Tlic 

lenns ol' •jiiinoritics and "majorilies ' 

beconie qucslional)lp, if we Iry to 

idenlifH' llip discourso; of "niinorities" 

willi inajoi'ilies lackiiiji in 

represonlalion. or i'allic]'. wiiosp 

repres( 'nlali\i l \ lacks recognition. 

FniMlicrnioi-c. conslanl lliix between 

niinoi'ilies and inajoríties, (between 

élites and die niasses) alwavs appears as 

an exchange. a iiegolialion llial prospers 

in the arcas oi power. 

riius \\e derive llie apparenl 

oinni|.)i'escncc ol'power. reasoned in 

loncallian lei'ins. llial deslabiiizcs llie 

centre lo peri])lier\ i'clalion and even llie 

indi\i(liial s p(}sili()n in résped lo lha1 

relalion. l o inlerprel such ainbigiiilx 

lilcralh can lead. as Néstor (iarcia 

Cancliiii has pointed ont. to a dis])erse 

idea, and lo a cei'tain coiiciliatoix- \ision 

.Mona llaiiiuíii (l'iiicsiiiic). .S//o/y .S/;í/rc. I')<)2 

Móiiica (iaslillo (Me.xico). CoroiKirióii iiiíslicd. 

of power. Yet this disseniination 

woiildn I inipK. iiiiless we ])articularllv 

insisted, the coiicealineni of hieíai'cliies 

and the levéis of repression inipleinented 

in society. Tlie fact that famüv 

oppre.ssioii isn'l the sanie as pólice 

oppression, or that Rockefeller s power 

isn'l the power of a himible school 

teacher doesn' t mean that each of these 

snbsvstenis can be separated. 

Analvses on the siibject have tried lo 

prove the l're(|ueiit interrelation belwccii 

the difrerenl variables of power and 

snbordiiialion: the fraginenlatioii fif 

siicli s|)aces and their cxcliaiigeabilil\. 

We woiild tliereh)re iindeisland the 

decentralization of jiower. not as a 

(•oncealnienl of pressiires that sonie 

groii])s reallv exerl on others, btit as ihe 

possibilitv for exchange, for alliaiice, for 

niiniesis and for .siniiilation. (sonietlniíg 

tlial ('anclini hiinself proposes), i low 

can polilical coi'i'ectness be inlerpreted, 

if not in lenns of siiniilaerinn. of 

ílirtatioii witli the otiier and of nuiliial 

assiniilalion':' Thiis. both power and 

snbordinatioii are definiteb relalions of 

mutual acceptance and rejection. For 

marginal sectors il is iistiallv easier to 

determine what is the objeet of rejection 

iban what are the factors of llie 

homogeneitv of marginal i t \ . The 

marginal ])resents himself as a 

iiegating eiititv. ihat displaces the 

"other". 

We have to l)ear in miiid that tlie 

ethical premises defended L)v 

niarginalitv beconie the basis that 

throngh negalion structiires the ideologv 

of marginal seclors. As Abdnl R. ,laii 

Kcniaiiclo , \r ias ((a)l(iiiil)ia). 

Mohamed states, lo negale the negalion 

of oneself beconies an affirinative niode 

íoi' siibordiaiite groups. In this nianner 

an iileojogical order arises that will be 

lile lomidation for a cerlain kind of art. 

a certain svslem of represeiitalion, in 

wliich, according to Allluisser material 

shape is given to a groiip of imaginarv 

relatioiisliips. 
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Tliis iiegation always ciilail.s soiiie 

appro|jialiüii aiid soiiie iriiniesis. lí \ve 

iiiiderstand tlie perí])herv lo be the 

"disorgaiiizaliüir generated bv the 

centre, we will observe., lliat iu its seli-

organiziiig elTort, llie pej'iphery iisually 

resorts to the organizational líiodel 

proposed l)v power, yet it coiiiljiíie.s tliat 

searcli l'or legitimation iii exlei'iial order 

\\¡lh an atlack (hi'ected to the bases oí' 

siich niodcls. Iii lilis seiise Lotmaii 's 

appi-i>c¡alioii is acceptable: "... the 

vahiation oí iiiieriial and extenial s|jace 

isn I signifieative. Ví'hat is signií'icalive 

is tile fací per se of the |3resence of a 

Ironlier . The posilioii ol'aii ideal 

speetator woiild eventnally determine 

where the boinidai'v li(ít\veen the 

external and the intcrnal lies, betvveen 

the organized and the disorganized, 

between centre and periphei'y. Vet tliat 

speetator doesn't exist. 

Linda IVudler (ISA), TB-.\II)S Diaiy. 

The artislic discourse ol' inarginahzed 

sectors tend to ein|)hasize this l'act. 

Perhaps this explains tlie tendencv to 

make an art with a prol'ound 

docununitarv perspective. The artist 

tha t addresses the subject of niarginality 

almost alwavs is actively engaged in its 

worlil. (lliough ihis doesn'l make him 

de l'aeto marginal), and he seeks lo 

iinolve ihe speetator aggressiveK'. l l i n s , 

íoi- example, we have the pi-onounced 

testimonial charaeler of Linda Troeller's 

woi'k. or that of Fernando Arias 

(iaviria: ihe presence of docunients in 

ihe woi'k of Sue WiHianison; ihe 

areliaeologieal and historical fundaniciil 
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in tile nrlistir i inesliualion oí Kai'eii 

Alkinsoii aiid Mónicu Caslillu: ihc 

aiiloljiogríipliical ¡ii llie work of Pcnny 

Siopsis: (rauínalic, exhauslive reaÜst 

delail, alniost repoj-ter slyle, in Jane 

Alexander and Wiinia Cniise: the 

¡ntli\idual rel'erences of Sanita Ben 

Yaliia and Annabel Daou: antl on tiie 

ütliei' liajid (he direcl and sTi-ong 

c h a r a d e r oí visual cominnnicaTion in 

llic works of Pal Ward Willianis, 

Syniratli Palli , Mona Hatoiini or Keitli 

Piper. 

As aii oulcoine we l ia \e aii arl llial 

rejecls any iiiagic aura and confronts 

realitv willi intransigeiii hliiiilness. Il is 

llie ''facloffi-ajiliic ap|)i'oach tlial 

Beiíjaniin Biichloli c.xplains. as 

deinvlfíificalion of leaiilx' and of llie a i l 

work. llial lends lo créale a public 

beyoiid llie boundaries of artislic 

instilulions. We are referring lo aii ar t 

dial opérales withiii (or froin) llie 

expressive lerritories of polilies and 

elhologv, of psvcliologv and lingiiistics. 

of soeiology and aestlielics. If 

poslinodernily has indeed a certain kiiul 

of self-referenlial work coneenlraled on 

ils own iiiTernal logic., il has also 

fostered a transgressive and expansive 

niovenienl., ihroiigli whicli arlistic 

coneepls Iransccnd llieir own fronriers. 

Wesleni cidliire lias graduallv self-

defined ilself, self-delennining and self-

binldiiig. dial is lo sav, laviiig down ils 

liinils, expundiiig, ojiening and elosing 

ils lionliers. invlhologizing the internal 

aiid füleriiig the external following die 

fragnieiiled dinieiisions of an 

ideologicallv conceived space. That 

ideological space would be the 

"universar identified with a wliole 

where the western would be llic focal 

|)<)inl. An "idear ' cenli'e williin a 

lorluous conliguralion ratlier litan 

genuinely centralized. The labvrinlli has 

a centrilugal lendeiicv, a searcli IVa' llie 

otlier pole; that olher |)ole nol only 

niarks a soinewhat abstract spalial 

sitnalion. biit a definile leniporal oiie. 

fauia Brufíiicra. jiislailaliiiii. \ lli llaijaíia Bieiuiial. I' ' 'H. 



Tlic ceiilie-|)('i¡|)li('rv dialectic is also 

tile Ijei'ore and al'ler dialectic. hroiiglu 

to ci'isis |j(iinl \)\ llic jii.\ta|)()sil¡(iii of 

dilTereiit historical limes. 

Arl |)i'(>diii'e(l iii llie riiii'd W oild seems 

to be coiideiiiined lo a |)ei'eiiii¡al 

yeslei'dax iii lelalioii lo I lie arl ol 

indusliial |)()\\('rH. The boom oF present 

aíVicau ai'l, for example. i.sn t so iimcli a 

higliroad lo uiiiversalitv. (llie liiiim|ili 

oveí' ils lídivi'iiithiiie ideiilily) as a 

coiil'ii'maliüii of ollieniess, oí' tlic 

penuai ieuce ol' the al'ricaii in ihe 

origins: the l'irsl (MUrv to the 

lab\r imli . (lark. ai'chaic and 

Wiliiui CIUIM' (H(]iiih África). Diirixiii /'iciá. 1<)01-'1;S. Iiisiailaiiíjii .\1. T. 

Recognition of the nilliiral stnictiires of 

ihe per¡|iheiv implies iheir 

nioderiiizalioii. I3Ü1 ihal modeniizalion 

sliould be limiled lo a simple 

ai'chaelogical recoverv. paleniahsl ic in 

the best of cases, and oriented lowards 

ncutralizing niodern contents, 

ideologicallv prizing ihein apar l . Tlie 

ideal ihing woiild be a recognition of 

tliat alteniative order, together wáth an 

acceptaDce of tliat interior "disorder" 

tha t is characteristic. This would lead to 

a refonniilalioii of the tradiiional notion 

of lile riiird Wdrld. idcnlificd as a 

geoeconomic |>eriphery as a whole. 

Sonie volees have alread\ denumdcd a 

"relopographv"' of ihe Tliird \\ orld. 

This isn'l siiflicienl. ..\bo\-e al! ¡f \ \e lake 

inlo accoiml ihal (^ical Powcrs coiilaiii 

llii'ii- owii ••¡mei'iiar l'hird \\Orlds. ihal 

iiilrodiice crisis iiilo aii\ discoiirse on 

polai'ities and reinforce the thesis of tlie 

presence of a svnchrelic iniilli|)olarilv 

and of llie relativilv of ihe limils 

between centres and peripheries. We 

need a "de-lcrrilorializalion .• if we are 

going to conliniie iising llie lerm ll i ird 

World il will be for referiiig lo a 

socio-culiiiral and ideological relalion, 

inore than as a precise boiindarv 

markci'. 

Antonio MarKirell. Iji 'l'onv dv liiiln'l. Inslalhnion. \ ili ! lahana Biciniial. 1004. 
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