
T H E H I S T O R I C A L P O R T R A I T S OF 

Alexis Esquível 
HERITAGE AND RUPTURE: BAD LYRICISM 

• • • 
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"... llie jorcc oj llie llieiiic aiid llic joicc 

üj llic /)(iiii/iiig liiiri' ll/c siiiiic iiileiisily. 

/loircrcr. il s ¡jos.siliíc lluil ihis 

(l('.s(ri/)li()ii i.-i üiily iiscjiíl lo defiíu' (i 

gaod¡¡(liiilcr." Luis Caniuilzer. [lílack 

Arl iii .\cir )ork) 

T\\f arlislic objccl oF Alexis |-^s(|ui\'i'l 

liislorical poi'lr'ailur'c. iiiakcs liiiii llic 

licir oí a loiiíí and inullisU lislic 

tiadilinii oí rialioiiiil |)i)rlrailiiic. wliicli 

Ix'Uaii. al IcasI snlidK. dming I he 

('iuiílcciilli (•(•iiliii'N widí ihc wdik oí lile 

li'ccd inulali) s la \c \ icciiK- l-^scoliai.. Il 

N\as coMliniicd l)\ llic sliiilciils ol' llie 

"San Alciandro" Acadcnu. loinidcd li\ 

lile Irrncli painlcí-.lean Baplislc 

\ cnnay. wlio liad liccn a piipil oí 

,laci|ii('s Louis l )a\ id and w lio hrouííhl 

willi liim ihc Icuary "f iMiropcan 

iicoclasicisin. Tlic iiadilidii was rexived 

(IIMÍIIÍ; llic niiicli'cnlli and al llic slari ni 

llic Iwcnlicdi ccnlni'N li\ .liian .lorgo 

Peoli. .losr Ailiiirn .VIoicll. Añilando 

.Vlenocal and ollicr aradeinic painlcrs, 

Aítcr lilis caiiie llic era oí olTicial 

appoinlniciils. wliicli depciuled on oiie 

bciiig llic painler lo succcssive 

n'pnlilican prcsidcnls. Oligarchic clans 

sliared llic liixiirv of coiiiniissioniíiu 

lorlnnalr painlci's. (forluiialc Ijecanse 

llic nialcrial rcwards wcrc allraclive). 

llie painling of a Porlrail. (wliich was 

scriipiilous and rcalisl). ol 'a (diaracler 

l)(-loiiging 1(1 llii-ir licnnclic boni'geois 

circles. Sonic liiiic lalcr. i í w c insisl oii 

doing soine I iislorx of Arl in (ailia. 

we'll see llie (filian inodeniisls 

bnrdencd willi c.xprcssionisl, cnbist, 

suprenialisl. dadaisi or siirrealisl 

ronslnicliiins wliicli cainc íroni lar 

a\\a\ l'.iimpc across llie Seas. Al llial 

lime alniosl all llie alniosphere oí 

insular arl liad a cerlain inodern 

We.slern lasle aboiil il. WC can cxchide 

sonie cases who. llioiígli iioi being 

acadeiiiic in ihe slricl scnsc oí ihe tenn , 

weren'l realK iiio(lern. and slill 

|)raelised porlrailiire. like .lorge /\rche, 

¡í \ve are lo give a naine. Tlie invasión 

oí.'Vbslracl E.xpressionisin írom .North 

America somewlial demeaned ihc 

Iradilion oí llie porlrail dming ihc 50's . 

rilen llie Ciaban He\oliilion arrived in 

.lamiarx 1').^'). and like in all social 

rexoliilions. llie poliiicizalion oí daily 

liíe was grealU inlensiíied. Arl was 

inslilnled "inside llie j-ievolnlion \ 

l'lxceplional was llie work oí llie niaslcr 

Hai'il .Marlínez . wlio niade a series of 

pop porlrails. (.losé Marlí. (ilie (^nevara, 

l'idel (iasiro). as aii aíler-llioiiglil on 

exacerbaled polilical propaganda oí llic 

60's . The resl oí llie Cuban porlrailisls 

oílered llieir services to llie |iropagalioii 

ol oiir leaders oiir polilical direclors' 

;nid oiir marUrs appearances. llirongli 

tlie media oí prinled colour 

reprodiiclions. 

Il wasiTl nnlil llie ÍSO's dial llie porlrail:, 

(aecepling ils liislorical lopicalilv, and 

liaxing becoine a genuine "ollier" 

inlerpri-lalion oí realilN). coii(|nered 

laudable relesance ;md marked llie cnd 

oí llie poslcard decade llial llie TO's 

e\'enliiall\' laided iip as. 

Afler marcliing in all llie parades and 

aíler memorizing all llie liyimis. "Tlie 

cliildren oí niopia" íonnd ¡I very 

imslimnlaling lo become llie "doclle 

eni|)lo\ees oí tlie eslablislimenl's 

CiNlSO AIIANIICO W A(Tl MODKNO 



l l ioiígl i l". Alrcady. I(\ llic l icuiíi i i i i i ..of 

l l ir íiO s. llic crilii-al acidils aiul llic 

pcililiral iiiislfusl (lí llial vouiis; 

iiitcllijicrilsia slarlcíl lo hp 

iiiicoinrorlahlc ínr Wtwcv. Thi- obscssiori 

ol llicsc yoüiig pcoplc lo iiiakc (aihari 

social rcalily a lilicraling pioci'ss, 

e.xploscd all ilic moral assuiiijilions aiid 

llic idcolon-ical ¡ncoiiiíi-Mciicics of a 

syslpiii wliosc crisis irdVsIcd llic praclisc 

ol siiiuilalioii. inaiii|)[ilalioii aiul 

iiicITiciciicv. 

I'.N idciilly. ihc acl oí porl lai l i i ic was 

C(|iially Iraiisroniicd IVoiii simple 

conlcmplali\c imagc iiilo a siimilacium 

ol cojiccpiiia! comimiiiicalion. Alexis 

was amoiiü llie \( iuni; wlio. helwceii 

l')<Sr) and ]')')(). delixci-ed iheii' firsl 

crilical l)lo\\s. IVom ihe mosl íresli and 

r'c'laxed posl-Nangnard of poslmo<lern 

alliuide. 

I* rom liis mosl coinemporarx 

|)rccm\sors. Alexis inlieriis in l i i r i i nol 

only lile concepl oí imderslandinu arl as 

s|JÍrilnal. praclical and r'alional 

jnslilicalion. as crealixc imaninaliveness 

lowards arlistic loil. huí also ihe 

eoncepiioM oí crcaliv i l \ « i l l ionl llie 

i inmainriu and nealness oí llie 

modernisls. as an exercise oí \'isnal 

memory, and ¡Is (lisemsi\'e icnewal llial 

dirocls ils slrateifies lo\\ai-ds llie llieor\ 

o í a new lexlnalily oí ilie mylliical. (llie 

nnl l i ical in lernis oí poslmoderinsl 

liniils dial i'omprises ilie ani-ieiil uu l l i . 

llie consimierisl. and polilieo-liislorieal 

I I I M I I ) . l ie llierefore accords prime 

Alexis l''.s(¡ui\el. I*nrír(ííl of (¡ic Cuvi'ard. 

1')*'(). Mixed media oii (¡irloii. oO .\ ^0 cni. 

iiiiporlanee lo llie prolaudiiisni oí 

xnxiaposed erndilion llial is jnxiaposed 

and disconlinoiis. i-rom liis predecesors 

as well lie lias gleaned cerlain 

eonslriicli\(' íorimilas llial can he 

exempliíied in llie arl-ohjecl. 

Alexis í^s(|iii\el. Ilitlfr. Slíilin iiiid lliv l¡i¡í 

Siiridl l'iii/i'c/. I<)')(). Mixed iiicilia un eailoii. 

.")() X 7 0 ci i i . 

The SO s was an eia oí ll iawing polilical 

and socio-cuhural lensioiis. holli lor llie 

('uhaii and llie inlernalional scene. il 

was a lime oí economie hooiii and 

inslili i l ional splendonr. liowever. as far 

llie |)rohlenis oí con I ron I i ng llie 

scandalons lliemes oí llie liislorical 

poli rail wcnl. lliere was slill no 

e(|uaniiniu. despile llie hraxc (díorls oí 

arlisis like Leandro Solo. Ciarlos 

Rodríüiiez < cárdenas. Alexis NoNoa. Joel 

Hojas and José Ángel Foirac: or lo he 

more precise, inconipreliension is slill 

prexalenl. hecanse as Nésloi- (García 

(lanclini correi'lK poiiils onl in liis 

arlicle. "Cnllnre and Power, wliere lias 

iincsliííalion goney . "ll ie ci'isis of 

liegemoiiies and llie loss oí a praclical 

episiemologx llial legiliniales Power 

íorces il lo reíormnlale ¡Is coerciiig 

meclianisins lowards a repi'essive slate 

al llie heginning oí llie |ireseiil decade"'. 

llowCN'er. wliere can we íind lile loiiged 

íor slogan oí llie aiillielic?. Simple. Iii 

lile edií\ iiig snlillelies oí llie arl worícs, 

in lile liisloricisi aliiios|iliere ll ial 

deíormalizes llieir new reerealed 

lei'linologx. ll ieir leslimonial or iinediled 

cliaracler. llieir lricl<s hegiiiling oííencc, 

lile respeel sliowii lor liislorical 

personalilies in ridiciilons. laiigiíahle. 

ahsm'd. alemporal and melapliorical 

silualions. circiimsianliiil conlexls. in 

wliicli llie\ are never sliowii lo iis: llie 

mass oí siiperimposed inU^rprelalions. 

llie suTislic conihinalions ll ial 

delermine ¡iii io\alive. sli'unge and 

inleresling íigiiralion. Iniplied scandal. 



Tlie political coiiU'Xl ol Joscpli l^ciiys, 

Fiijivania s |)li¡los(}]iliical ,s|i('culalioii. 

cliioiiialic cüiilrasls aiiil liairiioiiics llial 

rccall W arliol aiul líacoii. llie 

rcprest'iilational cons|)iracv Ijelwcon 

.Vloxican nniialisiii. coniic or pop. llic 

coniposilional cxaclitiidc llial Pollock 

iic\ci- (lid waiil ¡i] liih ••inlornial 

di'ippiniís \ and die emiiienlK ludic. 

Iclliiiic and luiinaniziiifí seiisc ol' cacli 

]ja¡iiliii<¡:. 

Cerlaiii paiiiUiius cIcaíK conolioi-alc 

lilis. I'()i-cxaniijle. "l-icn'aUi de 

(ioi'haclioN' en [losc roniánl ica ' . 

(Pdili'ail cif (áiii)acli(i\ ¡II a roinanlic 

pose), wlici'c ii'onx ncai'K liii'iis lo 

sarcasm comnicnliníí en llic l)ad limes 

llial llie •polilieal snob is experieneins;. 

.Vlijail (iorhachox posiiig as a halter, (a 

Ijasehall pla\er. a nalional enliaii sporl, 

a paiiie praelised iii llie I S. .lapaii. 

México and raiwan). wlio is ballinií llie 

wroiiU" wav roinid: in lilis sporl lo bal is 

one lliiiiíj. and llial iiieans í>iipp¡ii<; llie 

bal eorreelK willi \()iir liaiíds. lIMni 

are lefl-lianded. xoiir riglil liand musí 

gri|.i llie liandle parí, and llie lel'i is lop. 

so llial when NOII swing. llie liand and 

w risi of Miiir slongesl aiiii direcls ihe 

slrike: if \'oii are riglil lianded. ilien il s 

lile ollier \ \a\ round, .\lijail. eliimsilv. is 

balling lo llie lell. \('l liis |)oso is as if 

lie were balling riu'lu-liaiidedK. Closer 

anaKsis of llie eoneepliial eonieiil leads 

US lo llie dielioloiiu and aniliiuuiu llial 

Ale.xis l*^s<|ii¡\('l. 

/\nlraíí t>f 

(!i)rv(iclior tu 

¡loiiKiiilir Posilion 

(II versi(]ii). 1<)i)2. 

Oil (111 ciiiion. 

-+2 .\ :>V, cin. 

is a (•oiise(|ueii(:e of iiiixiiig llie eodes 

dial <;o\-erii llie lell and llie riuiíl. leniis 

dial are essenlial íor parly polilies. 

(Tliis is llie socond versión oí llie work, 

llie liisl is done willi niixed inedia aiul 

llie balsman is eoniplelely eonfnsed. he 

is posinjí lo slrike lo llie riiílil. bul as if 

he were lefl-handed.). The lesiill is as 

inlended. paradox. 

Anolher exaniple of llhs dislurbing, 

paiadoxieal. hislorical lale. llial is liis 

pielorial hiimdalion. is llie painling 

Céspedes y l<i lihcrlad ilc los esciuros 

((iéspedes and llie freedoin of llie 

slaves), a work wliere llie biiiies(|ne 

ireaimenl of blaeks shares eoimnon and 

explieil conlenl willi Hoberl (loleseoll, 

wliere llie abolilionisl and liberaling 

ideáis of llie ' .Nalions i"allier ' and ihe 

ai'lnal consequenees of llial racial 

cniancipalion facií eaeh ollier. 

The posilive and ii('gali\'e consequenees 

of ihc sup|)rcssion of social racism iu 

ourcoimliN. a piocess dial cnhninaled 

in ihe Ke\(iliilioii. \\ lilis poiiil. I wciiild 

like lo clarifx dial I use llie calegoric 

leriii of "social racism . because il in 

llieorN in social. goNcrninenl aiid statc 

spheres llie lolal abolilion of sla\cry has 

beeii Iciiislaled. ;U le\cls of popular 

socioloay or ps\cliolog\ ihis 

|.)lieiioiiienoiii has iiol been erradicaled. 

The vasi inajoj-iu ol' llie black 

|)opiilalioii coiilinues lo siibexisl in 

social marginalily dial lo a eerlain 

exleiil is perpeliialed by llieir 

coMsciouness oí repressiul cilizens. 
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