
II W (iild s l'air's afc niicrocosnis oí llic 

W oiid (lv\|io<)2 ¡II Sc\¡lla. S|ialn, 

boastcd iTpresriiling ••80% oí 

liimianily"), whal Icgacy do tlicy Icave 

allcr ihc fair ciids':^ Coiisuk-r \ e \ \ ^ O r k s 

lamed Wor lds j-airs of I');}') and l')()4. 

A caMial (Irixc pasi l"liisliiiig Mcadow.s 

i'ai'k yirlds a iallii>r siark panorama oí a 

once \¡ial and iliii\iii<i Wdi'ld's í a i r 

Wcslinuiíousc l'avilion oí 1')()4y WVil. 

\('s anil no. Fodax. wlicic a consicllation 

oí oNcr 120 pa\ ilioiis once slood IVoiii 

lile l')()4 j-air. Icss lliaii 10 sur \ ¡ \ ( \ 

W licrc has (liis licadi-rs Diíicsl \crsioii 

oí llic woild goiu''/ W cll. likc lile 

magazinc. ¡t ciidcd iip iii llic garhage. 

\o lind dial lilis Irasliini: is not 

llic cxpi'iisi' i i icuncd l)\ cacli connlrx lo 

produce ¡Is o\\ n pa\¡l¡oii). l o d a \ . ¡usl 

Iwo vcars laler. more diaii lialí oí ihe 

pa\¡l¡oiis lia\i ' heeii iNsmaniled and 

lowcd lo llii> local diimp. ()iil\ a liandlul 

lia\(' heeii Iransplanled lo ollier 

locations. (llic mosi iioialile liclng I adao 

Ando s wcioden lemple-like .lapanese 

i'axilioii. and llie '20 \ ea r oíd pair oí 
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loircls. (!(iiirles\ Naliorial (a'ograpliic. 

groiinds. Tlie onl\ remaining (races are 

an assorliiU'iil oí dilapidaled huildings. a 

lime capsule, and a lew misi-cllaneous 

momnnenls slrmig oiil along a malri.x oí 

Iree-lined, crahgrass-ealcn palliwavs 

laiídscaped hv ,\e\v York Cily's Park 

Coininissioner and World's I'Viir 

l^i-esideiil Hol)er( .Moses. NVliafs 

íiap|)ened lo Valican Cily., Uie I lonse oí 

(;ood 'i'asle, or llie iM'slival oí Cas? 

VVhcre is ihc Wcslinglioiise Pavilion 

írom ihe 10:59 Kair dial was desigiied hy 

líie venerable arcliilecis al Skidmore, 

Owiiigs, Merrill? Siinply rephu'ed hv ihe 

parliciiliir lo New York and ils World's 

l'airs. one need oiilv lra\('l (o Spaiii lo 

^'is¡l I he íair gronnds oí Ivxpo ' ' 2 . l'here. 

llie 500lh anniversar\ ' eelehralion oí 

Colnmhus' "'Discoverv oí ihe .\ew 

World was eonimemoraled li\' llie largesl 

World s l-'air lo dal(\ (Tlie íaii' 

re|.ii'esemed 1 1 1 nalions, 1? 

.'\iilonoiiions Hegions oí Spain. 2.'5 

¡nlernalional organizalions, () 

mullinalional corporalions. and 10 

ihemalicalK arraiiged e.\liil)¡l¡oiis iii 119 

pavilions, laid onl across 200 acres oí 

laiid al a cosí oí 1 .íí liillion dolíais plus 

eollapsihle geodesic domes hroiighl hv 

llie I S.\). Sonie pa\¡lions are occiipied 

l)\ corporalc r<'gioiial liead(|uailers. I he 

rcmainder sland c n i p u . iheir íali' sel iii 

abeyance. 

W hile m a m oí lliese slale-oí-lhe-arl 

inomimenls are bnill lo lasl. (ihe 

Canadian Pa\ili(iii Iroiii Ivxpo •')2 was 

ílagríinlK íaced iii noii-corrosive, 

impermeable zinc ariiior). inosi are 

predeslined íor llie garbagc lieap. I.ong 

gone are llie lamed (Irvslal Palace Irom 

London s Creal Ivxhiliilion oí liS.ll. and 
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- M Í O \ aii D r r I^ÍJIII ' •. (^c in ia i i Pa\ i l ion 

IVoiii i l ic Haici ' lo i ia l',.\|)(i>ili((n o í 102'). 

T i le I J I T C I Towcr . bu i l l a> a l i ' i n | i i i f a i \ 

co i i s l i uc l i d i i liii- l'aii.-> I i i i \ i a^a l 

Kxpos i i ion n i 18o ' ' . i^ ¿1 l i u c i 'a i i l \ íor 

l i a \ i n i ; s i i r \ i \ ( ' ( l l l ic w r i - rk i i ia ha l l . 

\ \ hile l i le p iod i i c l i o i i ol w a^lc 

g'i ' iH'i 'alfi l l(\ Wor l d ,̂  l a i i s in iu i í l scn i i 

l>('\\ i ldc r i i ig . ií'arliaiic is O Í C O I I I ' M ' a^ (tld 

a> l i i i i nank i i i d . Mo icoxcr . l l ic >cal(' ol 

lo( la \ ^ d i i i i i | ] i i i i : \\a> i iol i i i i pa i a l l r l cd ii i 

a i ic ic i i l l imes. Oi ic a ic l ia i 'o log ica l s l i i d \ 

r i 'por ls l i i i d i nu a M) acic | i i ( ' l i i - . lo i ic 

\ a l i \ i ' .Vmci icai i dii i i ipií iL;' silc ahai j í l l i c 

Folo i i iac K i \ c r l l ia l i.s 10 I rc l d(M'|i i i i 

<' i i i | i l \ c la i i i a i id o\ slcr >lii'll>.'-

One |ir-o|)(>rl\- o l l r a s h iha l has rhani rcd 

d i i i i n i i l i le 20 l l i cciilNr-w al Icasl i i i dio 

I i i i l cd .Slaics. is l l ic use (jf iccvCIIMI. 

••s(>coiidai\ malcr iá is . ' I l i c lasl classic 

pilase ol i'('<\ i ' l i i ia sccms lo coincide w id í 

i h c í i r c a l Dcprcssioi i n i i l i l i h c S c c o n d 

W (jr ld W a i w h i ' i i as n i i ic l i as 1 .")-.i()'X) o í 

l l ic malcr iá is iiscd h\ man idac l i n i nu ' 

ind i is l r ics was i r a s l i — p r i m a r i h papcr. 

raus and n i i ' la l . I o d a \ . l l ic ccononn 

iha l (aicc l l i i ' i \ cd a ro i ind l l ic co l lcc l ion . 

d i s l r i hu l ion and rcpi 'occssini; 'ol nscd 

malc r iá is has shriNcIcd. I l i c •Raa .Man " 

\\ l io once rodé l l i ro i iü l i o i i r 

i i c i i i hho i i i ood slrcels oii a l iorse d r a w n 

cari calli i iL; onl íor "Kaus! " and ihc 

wander inu ' •.liiiik Man wl io r c i no \ cd 

sciap I ro in hasemcnls and uarau'es \\n\v 

since d isappcared. S i m i l a r K . l l ic i'ciise of 

"wc l uarluiíi'c (oruanic wasle l ikc lahie 

scraps. ele.) sa \cd h\ as i in ic l i as -fO'Xi 

ol' l i le Amer ican popn la l ion ii i l').'50 and 

nscd as "slop lo íccd lious has al ! h i i l 

ccased. W liere docs lodav s scrap 

inc \ ' i l a l i l \ end up? Soniewhere alonuside 

ihe (^anadian l ' a \ i l i on and l l ie I cs l i xa l 

ol'Cas. 

.Mlho i iü l i l l ic canses o f ihc dcc l in i ' in 

rccNclinu are o l l cn pa r l i cn la r lo a 

specií ic i i i d i i s i r \ . (p lanncd ohsoh'scence. 

I ica l lh conceri is. corpora le and mi io i i 

l ohhv inu . ele.). lhe \ rcí lccl ihe 

í imda i i i en la l s l r i i c ln re o í onr economx. 

S impK p n l . d iere is l i l l l c p ro í i l lo he 

inade in rec \c l in í i malcr iá is ¡nlo 

.AiiHaican ind i i s l r ia l p rodnc i i on . i i i i ich 

Kcni Sliairer/Ollicll.. Vndei'M.n. Irliaii Si'rír.i. I'»'»!). 
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Knriii (íiiisli. MrDoiiiild IIni/i/x'i- l'icrc. l')').'i. 

less iii allriii.siii. (.'5/4 oí (he 1 .(> inillion 

lüiis of recv(;le(J caríjo ICÍINÍIIIÍ \ ^ anil 

N.l [)ort,s cacli xcnr is hoiiiiil íor Kiirca. 

Taiwari. India and lnd(}ri('s¡a). "[One] 

fundamental garljage realitv [is]: 

desirable (hings liappen to gai'l)age 

mainlv wlien sonieonc sland.s lo earn 

moncv bv making desirable things 

happen," notes the Carbage Project at 

the Universilv ol Arizona. "Good 

intentions alon(' don't eonnt l'or nincli.' ' 

Consider the rnetainorphosis lliat occurs 

as garbage is launciied oii ils paraijoiic 

flight froiTi onr liands lo llie liasli i)¡n. 

Followirig lile eourse of the adagí; ' 'out 

oí siglit. out of niind," once soinelliing 

has been discarded, if immediately 

becomes neutral and depersonalized. 

The raiislorinalion is so eoniplele and 

pervasive il is even reflecled in our legal 

system whielí sii|)porls the claini ihal 

anv itein ¡ilaced in the garbage 

iiTiinedialcly enlers ihe public domain. A 

Trarvl A^ciity. Il(illiuiii<>irrnis. 1')<)-l. 

Mixed Media. 

rejecled paiining b\ l 'rank Slella loi' 

example. if retrieved IVoin his slndio 

dunipster, is legalK no longer his 

properlv. Oiu^e aii ileni is lossed away, 

our responsibililies associaled wilh ¡Is 

ownership are relinqiiished and gai'bage 

beeoines a social ralher llian an 

indixidual phenomena. Il ¡s ihis 

iiislanlaneous dissociation ihal 

engenders our pervasive rehicUince lo 

lake responsibililv for socielv's 

illegitiniale olTspring. 

Il 'one were to retrace the trajecUjries of 

lile solid-wasle slreain back lo iheii' 

or'igins. coniieclions would be diawn lo 

alinosl e\('r'\ indixidiial noí onl\ 

(Inoughouí ihe woi'ld. bul llu'oughoul 

lime. Ai'lisls w ho use gai'bage in iheir 

w'oi'k Iransloi'in ils dexalued. odious 

slalus back inlo a xaluahle himian 

ai'liíacl. riieii' woik reminds us ihal lor 

e\('r\ piece ol reluse louml in a wasle 

bin ()!• landnil. llieic was once a cingle 

indi\idual associaled wilh ¿uid. 

iheiclore. responsibl(> foi' ¡I. I heii' arl 

reconnecls us lo onr own pallerns of 

beha\ioi ' . habiis and beliefs. I?v re-

pei'sonalizing ihese aiilonomous 

arlil'acls, arl I bal incorporales garljage 

becomes a visible icminilei'. a Iriie 

momnnenl lo our pa^l. oui' ingenuilv. 

oni' achicM'incnls and lollics. W hile 

soine o í l h c worid s laigesl mamnade 

cousiruclious ai'e laiidíills. a single piece 

ol' Irash, when rec\cled back inlo our 

evervda\' lil'e. is ullimaleK biggei' iban 

ihe limiled space il occupies. 

* uiost ol'lile slalislical l'acls iiicliidcd licrc 

altoiil lííirhaiíc are in pari í^lcallcd l'roni llic 

archaeological rcsearcli eonducled liv llic 

L'niversiU' of Arizoua Carhagr Pro/í'c/ 

rc]íi)rt('<] iii \\ illiaiii líallijc and (áillcii 

Miu-pliys Hiihbi'il,! (\cw ^ ork, VV)'!). 

KOrrOirS N O T I : : A versión of dii.s essay was 

origiualU" puhlislu'd iii llie posler-brochiire 

a i u i n u i l r i i l i í l i le r x l l i h i l i o n ( ¡ARI Í . \ ( d . ' ] . 

ruialiMl lasl spririg l)\ Aun R. Pastrr'iiak and 

Kllcii l'.Sal|H'lei-al lical Arl W avs iii 

I lailford. Cdiuii'cliiiil. 




