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If it's just a symbol then hell with it: 
FEMINIST POLITICS AND ART 

B Y L A U R A C O T T I N G H A M 

KvRn an ni'lisi as coniinillcd lo lioiirgcols 

Ijeauly as Malissc adinillcd llial ¡I is 

iiiipossililc llial llici-c could l)(' ari\' 

<'iillur-al cxprcssioii wliich docsn'l 

i'xi.sl. lio\\('\('r iincasiK or cvcii 

iiiiwllliiinly. widiiii llic polilical aiid 

tüliical paianicicis of ¡Is lime, ihat 

'•vvhelher \ve waiil lo (jr lujl. \ \e bcloiig-

lo our lime and wc sliarc ¡ii ils opinioiis. 

ils Icelings. ev(Mi ils d(!lijs¡ons" [1]. I5iil 

loday. |)osl-iiiod(M-iiily. tlic assijiiiplion 

l-icliiiid llic "we' ' ol 'slaleiiicnls sucli as 

Malisse's has heen rovcaled aiid 

destroycd: Wiioso culliirc is il aiiyway? 

The break-down oT a sense of a 

uiiiversally sliared realily wliicli is liie 

pi'imary crisis |)res('iilcd iiy (lie idea of 

posliiiodei'iiisin. is an inevitable slage in 

tbe develo[(menl of a pluralislie and 

supposediy deniocratic sociely (such as 

the United States). The rnost 

hindaineiilal challenges lo liio lun'O-

deri \al ive iradilion ihal inforins 

Amei-ican sociel\ ai'c (slill) beinsi' led i)y 

liic ongoing legacies of liie |)()sl-\\ar-

inovenients for social change llial 

emerged diiiing llie '(¡Os: l?lack j-'owcr. 

VVomen's Liberal ion. and ()Í\\ Kighis. 

l \ \ ( ' i i l \ vears after iheir e.xplosive 

oiigins in riols and slreel prótesis, ihe 

demaiids foi- social re-organizalion 

demanded bv diese ihree inovemenls are 

slill ligliling iheir \ \a\ iiilo llie social 

fabric lliroiigh a \ai 'iel\ of meaiis, 

inchiding edncalion. eiccioral polilics, 

legal reform. and. e\cn. fine ai't. 

The particular rclationship Ixiween 

leininism and art is especiallv ciirious, 

because the nalional aw'akening of 

Women's Liberation llial look place in 

ihe I niled States aromid 1970 igniíed. 

almosl immediatelv, a c'oncomilanl art 

mov(;menl. W'omen arlisls rushed in lo 

niakc arl "for iheir mo\'ement as 

rajjidK as .Vlalc\'ich and ihe olher 

Hnssian arlisls wlio snpporled ihe 

Bolshe\ik Re\oliilion of 1017 liad 

hnrried in lo do llie same for llicirs. The 

anli-palriarchal ainis of llie feminisl Art 

iVlovemenl ihal occurred in ihe li .S. 

dnring llic '7()s. like llie anli-boiirgeois 

aiins of llie Snpreniacisls and llic 

CoiistriJCtivisls in Soviel pre-Slalin arl , 

were inspired l)\ aii allered 

conscioiisness dial encoiiraged a sense ol 

visionary iilopianism. SigniíicanllN. llie 

j 'eminisl Arl .VIoNcmenl. iinlike llie 

Soviel program. vvas neveí- sn|)porled 

eilher ideologicalb oi- finaiicialK b\ ihe 

slale. I5iil liec-aiise of llie parlial 

enrranchisemenl of soiiie adherenls, 

niaiiy ol w lioin were w hile, ediicaled 

¿111(1 iiiiddie-class. feminisls in IIK^ L . S . 

diii'iiig lile ^Os eslablished an e.\lensiv(í, 

ihoiigh nll imaleh imslablc. allernalive 

nelwork for hiie arl. ¡iisl as llie\ sel iip 

similar "sliadow comniiniilies for 

women's niiisic. r-eligion. jiolilics and 

olher prolo-h'minisl and íeminisl 

iiivcsligalion. 

A fenhnisl arl moNCincnl. llial íiolh rail 

|)arallcl and inlcrseiied dominanl (iiiale) 

arl praclices. I'lonrishcd in llie I .S., 

especially oii llie coasls. dnring llie '70s. 

Il inchided llie aclixc parlicipalioii oí 

tlioiisands of wnineii arlisls, lli(' 

emergeiice oí liiindi-eds of all-woniaii 

gallerics. dozeiis of pnblicalioiis and 

even llie crealion o í a ícw íleeling 
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i i i^ l i i i i i ic ins. i nc l i i d i i i i ; l l ic I c m i i i i s l A i l 

l ' idgra i i i al Cal \ r l > and l l i i - IV in i í i i ^ l 

Ar l In^ l i l i i l c ¡ri Sdlici. I)('h|i¡ic l l ic 

i 'M' i i l i ia l i i ia i i is l i 'car i i -.iicccss o í sonic ol ' 

lis ca iK | ia i l ¡c¡ | )a i i l^ . l l ic m( i \ ( ' inc i i l wa^ 

iii'Ncr l i i lK o f | i cn i i a i i i ' i i l l \ ¡ i iK 'malc i l 

i i i l i i I rad i l i í i i ia l i i i ^ l i l ii l¡((iis or ar l 

l i i s lo iy . a i i i l l i le ícw íciii i i i¡--l-¡ii>|)¡nMl 

arl i i rdjc i- i^ d ia l s l i l l rc i i ia i i i . >iicli a-- l l ic 

Add?. (^allcrx i i i New \ ( i r k . l l ic l i iM a l l -

\Mi i i ia i i (•(i(i|)cral¡\r aalIcrN ¡ii l l ic l . S . . 

ar i ' a> n iarn i i ia l izcd l)\ dic "arl \ \ ( i r l d " 

iiiiw a^ I IK 'V wcrc l l i i - i i [ 2 ] , A c r in í i i i c of 

Mi idcr i i i s i i i . a rcl iancc oii a i i l (>l i ¡ i i i ; ra|)h\ . 

i i i i a|) | i r i 'c ial i i ) i i i i í i -WCsIcri i \ isiial 

lra(l¡n(>ii>. a w ni i i imi(-.s ni | ir l( i i ' i l ¡zc 

\i.-.iial iíciirch ])rc\ i(ii i-,|\ dc i i i u ra lcd as 

••(•rail . l l ichc \\(-rc a i iK i i i i ; l l ic ccMlial 

conccMii-. of d i r Amer ican l 'VniinisI Ar l 

\ l ( i \ c n i c n l . \ ( i \ \ . ¡n d i r •')()s. d ic \ are 

an io i i i ; I I H ' i ' i ' i i l ral concern-- (lí 

C()nleni|)(irary Amer ican aesdiclic-. and 

c i i l i n ra l | i ( i l i l ic - . in ider new hanners 

cal led •Pos l -Modcrn iU " . " Iden l i l x 

l 'n l i l ics and •M i i l l i cn l l i í ra l i sm : l in l 

l l ie i r nascenl ( ir iuins in ca r l \ íc in in is l 

in\<'sl¡ual¡(in.s are scldom referred lo . 

h is lead. l l ie e i i l i re moNcmeiK i> 

consisKailK dismi.-'^ed as 

•cssenlialisi .and <ri l ics. cma lo r s in id 

ar l is is seldoin releí' lo il in a i i \ h i i l l i le 

mosl di .sparaí i ina'of lerin.s [.'i], 

\\ l ial rein¡i i i>m doe^. or con id l ia \ ( ' lo 

do w i l l i a r l . i-- es|iec¡all\ con i | i l iea l i 'd 

hecaiiM' die re la l io i is lnp ¡s >|¡II in 

prouress. . \nd l ike an \ |)i 'o|ile enuaüed in 

.social re \ ( ) in l ion . le in in is ls dihaai'ce a.s lo 

l iow lo i i iake cl iai ige happen. Pi'ecisely 

hecaiise il i.-, a proce.is. ••reminiMii 

ea imol he del ined w i l l i a i l \ ahsnln lc 

accn rac \ : ¡I is nol ^ome l l i i im l l i a l 

alreadx is. A l l l i o i i uh il-- liisKti'N. and 

l l ierelDre \[> de í in i l i ( i i i . can lie said lo 

(•oni|irise cer la i i i I jooks. leclnres. 

po l i l i ca l aclion.^. p i ih l ic e \en ls . 

ad\ i )cales. c i i l l n ra l pr(i<liicls. chances i i i 

k 'g is la l io i i . a i i i l e \c i i a l le ra l ion in 

i i i ( l i \ i i l na l and coll<'Cli\c ('(inx'ioiií i i iess. 

l i le armni ie i i l> helwi-en lemin is ls and. in 

a dilTereii l \ \ a \ . aí:ain--l remin i^ in . Iiaxc 

a l \ \ a \ s heeii and wi l l co i i l i i ine lo lie 

w l i a l . i i l l i n i a l eK . define^ lenn i i iM i i . 

l 'Cnnnisni i i a n i o \ c m e i i l . Il ini is i 

iieces.^ariK m o \ c l oward a de l i n i l i on of 

i lseír because il ¡s o n l \ in del ' ini ím il-^cH'. 

l l ia l is. in a r l i c i i l a l i nu w l ial co i i^ l i l i i les 

wdi i ie i i s Mih j i iua l ion and wl ia l c(] i i ld 

co i i s l i l n le o i i r I reedom. d ia l il can 

accoinpl is l i il-,eir [ 4 ] . 

Keni in isn i is p r i n i a r i l v a i n o \ o m e n l 

auainsl ra l l ier l l i a i i í i ir somel l i inu : and il 

is po-,--il>l\ reini í i ihi i i posi l ion-, a,-, a 

i 'eacl i \ i ' n i o \ cmen l d ia l i i iosi clearK 

e.\plai l l^ die pa r l i c i i l a r (le\ (•lopinenl ol 

l io l l i íeniii i i--l l l ieorx and len i i i i i ^ l ar l 

pracl ice in l i le I .S. d m i i i ü l i le lasl 

Iwcii lN \ ( 'ars. IVm in i ^ l ar l i nak in i ; in l l ie 

'7üs l icúan w i l l i a i i l op ian M'arcli íor 

•woi i ian : ' l ids l'emiiii>l ar l prael iccs 

snggesled d ia l l l iere i-- no idea or rea l i lv 

o r w o i n a n d ia l i^--eparale í ro i i i l l ia l o í 

ARE YOU PRO-Püfhi OR ANT 

m • 

i 
Siic \\ ill¡;iin>. !/•(' ](ni l*i()-¡*(nii or Aii/i-

!\>rn. 1''''2. A<i\ l ic on cíiiivas. 
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man: aticl 'OOs Coniinisl ai'l pranico. so 

lar-, is alteiiipliiis lo i-ccoric¡lc llic 

dilficiillv oí ¡.solaliiig a (l!--liii(l rcinalc 

cxpci'ieiice oiil (JI a dccidcilK inasciilinc-

iiiiposcd p>\ c'hological. xicial and 

polil¡i-al Iciíain. 

In lile 'TOs. during llic eaiK lica(l\ da \ s 

ol lile MoNcmcnl. m a m woiiicii wlio 

soiíglii lo cxplíjre íeminisiii in ail li'icd 

10 liiid "ilu' fcniinine. " ddiesc 

iiiNcsligalions look nian\ foi-nis and I 

don I inicnd. as ollicis lia\(' alii'adx 

done, lo lr¡\ializc ihroupli 

oversimplilicalion: I liopp lliai bcforc llii' 

liini ol' llic (•(•nliii\ soinconc w ¡II conunil 

dii'nisclí lo lile scrioiis lask ol' 

lii>loiic¡zing lile moNemi-nl. Xonellicless. 

some concioiisK ••woman-idcnliricd" 

sli'alegies dominaled, iiicliidiiig: llic 

rcclaiming of iradilional woincn s cralls. 

siicli as i|Li¡lting. ncedlwoik. pollcrv, 

c l c : an cmpliasis on spcciliíalK-l'cinalc 

p.xpcricnce in ainohiogi'apliical work in 

all media: and an iincsligalion íor and 

prodiiclion ol' "l'cmalc l'ornis ". In nian\-

ways. llic "scarcli íor llic ícmcninc l)\ 

fcminisi anis ls dniiiig llir eaiiy '^üs 

paralleled ihe "Black is hcauíilnl" 

nio\(Mncm dial liad cniergcd aiiiong 

American Blacks ¡nsi a lew Ncars bel'ore: 

l>olli were ai lempls to reslore \ a lnc lo 

individual and colleciiNe idenlilies 

ciillur¿illy demeaned lliroiigli sexism and 

racisni res|)ecii\ely. The iiarr;il¡\c (iiiills 

ol l-ailh Hinggold. an Al'ro-American 

arlisi wlio emerged in ilie lale '(¡Os. 

incorporales bolh aesllielic aims. 

I'oi- leminisl a n . jiisi as foj- l'emiiiist 

polilics. lile iilopian \ ision oí ilie elernal 

lemiiiine raii iip againsl a wall. iioi 

siirprisiiígK. tlie same wall lliex liad 

slailed willi: male siipreiiiaex. In llie 

gleeliil insli lo créale r^olnedlillg liolli 

íeniale and \aliialile. i'aiK sccoiid wave 

reminism l'orgol. llieii wiliiessed again, 

dial diere is no siicli iliiiig as •'woiiian' 

iiiile|)enclenl oí man as long as women 

•JAT I ¡al 

Mi[l\C(irli)ii l'foji'i'l. S|)()iis()r('(l l»\ íircalix'c 

ririieaiMiTiiscan Dairv. IVÜÜV Diíius. l<)i»2. 

are nol ¡ndependenl oí nieii. Hiil llie 

alleni|>Is lo liiid. (k^ine. and \aliie 

s|)ec¡r¡call\ íeinale experience wliile 

iiai\e. were nol WÍIIKUII proliind 

consc(|iieiice: 'TOs íemiiiisi arl spiil opeii 

tile Modernisl nnl l i o í a iiiii\crsal arl li\ 

exposing ils masciilinisl-assiimplions 

and llierelix lielped iislier in llie 

decenleredness oí posl-inoderii i l \ . 

Bill wlial is l'eminisl arl':' Is IIIIMC SIICII a 

lliiiig as "gdod leiiiiii¡.-.l arl':' is diere 

siicli a lliing as "bad arl';* Is lliere siicli 

a lliinu'iis "bad reminisl arl':* riiese 

(|iiesl¡oiis asked iiow. in 1')''4. are 

dil'l'erenl Iroin liow llie\ were asked and 

llie\ wiM'e asked wlieii llie praclice o í a 

selí-coiiscioiisl\ reminisl arl lirsl 

emerged in llie eaily TOs. And perliaps 

llie aiiswers. il' lliere are answers. are 

(lilíerenl iiow loo. alllioiigli oiie aspecl ol 

con\ i'iiiional ¡iidgemenl liasii I allered. 

"•()\erll\ leminisl arlisis are alwavs 

beiiig acciised of beiiig "bad arlisis" 

siiiipK b\ deíinilion. noled l,nc\ R. 

Li|i|.)ar(l. lile primaiN crilic and 

diK'iimenlalisI oí llie 'TOs leminisl arls. 

W liliiig in l')o(). I Jppard cliallenged 

ihal ol)ser\al¡oii willi a slill rele\anl 

" ( ; Í \ C I I llie liislor\ oí llie a\ai i l -garde. 

wlial on canil (loes "bad arl mean 

diese daNs';* ' [5]. 

Becanse ilie inale bod\ . and male 

cNpericnce. is siill assiinied as ilie 

iioiiiiali\ (• and iinixcrsal experience oí 

Ijciiig liiiman. all arl dial iiii'oiporatcs 

aii\ speciíicalK íeiiiale experience is 

redered "11111101' al leasl. líven aíler Iwo 

siiccessive decades oí íeiiiiiiisin. and 

dcs|)ile tlie mainslream siiccesses oí ihe 

moxcmciil and ilie íacl llial il speaks 

íroni and íor oxcr lialí llie popiilalion ol 

llie world. íeniinism is slill relegaled lo 

llie lexcl oí "special inleresl". bolli in 

polilics and in arl. 

Man\ conicnipoiarx woinaii anisls . bolli 

íeiiiinisl and nol. are impalienl. I bey 

wanl lo be accepled as arlisls nol as 

members o í a pejoralixc "siibgroiip . 

.Viid wliociin blainc lliein. \ o l niilikc 

llieir íoremolliers. pre-íeniinisl arlisls ol 
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tlic '~Áh sucli as Lee Krasiicr. l'Jairic de 

Kodiiiiig. aiid I Iclcn l-Vaiikcrillialcr, 

iiiaiiy wdiiKMi ar-lisls aiin Id iiiakc ai'l 

llial ¡s iin¡\cisal. llial docsn'l includc 

aii\ Iciiiiiiisi oi'\\(miaii-id('iil¡r¡alile 

i'Diilcnl. and are llicii hcidi siirpriscd and 

disapponilcd whrii ilic arl sxslcrii lells 

tliciii thioimh lack oF gallcry 

r('|jresentali()ii. low or lai sales, had 

A rcNicws or' (tlluT Inniis (jí ii('gal¡\<' or 

T 

i poor allcrilioii dial llicir work is iiol 
A 

^ goo(k li is iioi liy rcasoii of '"(|iialily", 

alllioiigl] li js iisiialK iii lile iiiisiiaiiic of, 

llial (•v(Mi dic inosi siicccssíiil 
A 

Vil coMlriiipoiaiA wdiiicii ailisis caní Icss 
' inoMCN lliaii do llicir siiiiilarK placed 
n ' 
I I 

j Míale eoiinlerparlH. 

n 
a 

i Nol all wdnieii iiiakiiiií arl iii llie I .S. 
o 

" loda\ are doiiiíí so aeeordiiin lo a 
a ' ' ^ 

coiiseious seiise of reiiiiiiisiii. alllunigli 

every woinan makiiig arl iii llie l ' .S. 

loday is doiiiir so iii aii eii\ iroiiineiil 

iiiade more advaiUageoiis. lliounli slill 

nol w'illioiii hias. hecaiise of íeiiiinisiii. 

lii accordaiiee willi ils local ion as 

¡irocess, l'eniinisl-inspircd arl conliniics 

lo lake var'ions and even conlradiclorN 

lorins. Beeuuse oí ils peculiar posilion as 

liolh a inainsireain and a niarjiinal 

nioveinenl. woinen arlisis are rre(|uenll\ 

al odds wiili IKJW ihey reíale lo 

leiiiinisiii. 

Tlie firs ihree years oí llii' '(Ws liave 

heen niarked hy a re-eiieifíized 

occiipalion wiili decidedU íeniinisl 

aeslliclics. Trial Balloon. an all-woman 

gallery willi a leshiaii prcrerence, opeiied 

l'aiihi llaves. Ili'liiiii lltr liylniil. \^m2. 

Mi.\((l iiHilia ¡rislallal¡(]il. 

in Sollo in l ' ) ' ' 1 : il is peiiiaps lile lirsl 

all-w'oinan galleíA lo open in llie l.I.S. 

.siiice lile '7()s. The niajor lírcnips sliows 

organized in .New Yoi'k during 1991 all 

ol'wliicli iraveled elsewliere. 

denionslraled al leasl lliree dilTerenl 

perinnlalions of íeininisin inlo ;n'l. I leld 

al lile Simón W al son (iallerx and ,\rlisls 

Space, a i'ollahoralioii hewci'ii arlisis 

(^lirxsanne Slalliacos and kallix 

Biikliardi was organized aroimd llie 

piimars legal acliie\'eiiiem oí 'Tus 

íejiiinisl acl i \ ism: al)(Hl¡on. ' Tlie 

Ahorlioii P r o j e d ' incliided llie work ol 

o\-er .'50 woinen arlisis. mosl ol whoin 

prodnced new work speciíicalK lor llie 

cxliihilion. incliiding pieces hy I lolK 

.Morse. .VlariKii .Vlinler. .Vlanra Slieelian, 

.Vlanra Kosenhcrg. .Snsan Spencer (irowe. 

Kiki Sinilli. and even a few arlisis from 

lile TOs sncli as Adrián Piper. Naiicv 

Spero and Siic ( d e . Anollier amhilions 

1991 all-wdinan show, "kanlasl ic 

Plaslic Lovcr . was ciiraled h\ crilic 

(^ilhcrine Lili and presenled work hv 

lairopeans aloiigside . \mericans siicli as 

l^olK /Xplclhaiim. I'aiila llaves. Kareii 

klilimnick. Hacliel Lachowicz. Liz 

Larmer. I'allv .\Ialori. Roña Pondick. 

Beverh Siaiiines and .lessica 

Hlockholder. PredoiniíiaiilK sciilpuiral. 

llie show siiceeded iiiosl in ils 

¡llnslralion ol a khid oí poelic 

lorinalisiii. wilh oiilv llie slighlesl 

snggeslion oí polilics. "Painling 

(ailliire ". organized h\ llie arlisi 

Dehorah Kass lor' llre i'iclion , \oníi i i ion 

Caller-\. and pr-escnled painlings hv 

Kass. Birrkhardl. Siie WiHiams. .laiie 

I larmnon. .Mar'v \VClher'íord and .Inlia 

Vi aclilel all oí whoiii are engaged wilh 

íigiir'alivc elemenls ilrawii ÍIÍHII art 

hislor'v and po]uilar cnllm'e. 

Apprdpiialioii. orre oí llie mo.sl visihie 

slralegies llial erner'ged in ,\e\v York 

during llie oOs. íii'sl appearcd. in 

Sher'rle Li'vine s re-pholographs and re-

rerrderirrgs oí r-ccogrrizahle rriale arl 

woi'ks, wilhiri a íeininisl írainew'ork. 

Mariv womeu arMisls havc (-(Hilirrrred lo 

develop rrpoír Levirie s íorruiilaliorr 

hecause il so cleai'K eslahlishes llie 

social, emolional. and (arl) hislorical 

posilioii wdineii lililí ihemselves in 

rclalion lo iiien and male powci'; i.e., 

ihal ihe male legal and cnllnral .svsiem 

lakes a sland again.sl ns and we musí 

respond. Levines i 'e-pholohraphs ha\c, 

heen h)llowc(l hv Kass s crilical 

approprialions oí David Salle. W ¡lliam's 
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líaclii'l l.ailiow icz. / I()III(I<ÍÍ' IÍI Cail AIKIIV. 1')') | . I.¡|i,s|ick nriil wax. 

saíCMsiic ]•('-irl'^(•|•i|)l¡olls ol l í ichai 'd 

l ' r incc. an i l ari ( i i iNlauali l oFar l woi'ks 

a i i i i cd al (ir anai i is l l l i r i i i i i i i i na l i s l C a i i 

A i id rc . w l i i i \\¿is ai|i i¡ l l(Ml ciii cliaríícs ol ' 

i i i u idc i ' i i i i ; l i is w ¡fe, l l ic Icmi i i i s l a r l i s i 

Anua Mend i c l l a . 

I^ikc l l i c i i ' TOs I)!•('(Icrcssors. rnanv 'OOs 

a i l i s l s cri i íaucd w id í dic idea ol ' 

l i ' i i i in is in and wo ina i i ud l izc c i d l u i a l 

an i la i - |s l l ia l si ií i i i lx í c i n i í i i i n u . Kacl i i ' l 

l .ac l iowicz Wdi'ks w i l l i l i |)hl ick lo 

coi i .slnicl .sr i i lp l i i ra l for-nis. A \ a {^ci-hcr 

ia\iir-s p i 'c - lc in i í i is l and l iMii i i i izcd pi'ops 

si icl i as l ial l ioxcs and k i l c l i cn api 'ons, 

and ¡II l icr spooí on Car i A i id rc . Floar 

Scdlc. 1<)')1 i -x j i i l i h rd ¡n l v \ i l Ar( (lie 

l i rs l wor ld ' s ••|''i<\rr Sliow " laríícr r i ,on i -

sizc piccc ol ' i l ic sanie ol i jccís. A i i i u i a 

Kapo i i prcKcnií-d a í loor ur id ol ' 

l ) ad i i do in scaics. W l i i lc po in i cd 

conni icn ls aj jainsl scxisl l)\ i i icn 

al io iníds. il has al.so nexer hccn inore 

a|)|)ai( ' i i l l l ia i i ¡n l l ic prcscnl d ia l 

A incr ica i i Wdinai i ar l is is are en<;an'('d in 

al leasl a pa r l i a lK - i ndependen l ai'l 

l i is lor ieal de\ ( ' jopin i ' i i l . al leasl ¡n 

a l l i l nde . i í i iol a l \ \ a \ s in lo r i i i . d ia l l io l l i ln\( 'sl¡<ial¡oi is o í l l ie íeinale l i od \ rei i iahí 

rel'ers lo and i i l iüzes and soniel i i i ies a cen l ra l eoni-erii íor l l i i ' c i i r ren l 

(•rili i|uen pr io r wd iks done l iy wo i i i cn . Il 

i.̂  per l iaps l l i i ' l i rs l l ime d ia l 

eoi i leniporarx ar l is nol eoniplelely 

pa l r i l i nea l : liecaiise il is l l ie í i is l l ime 

d ia l wdi i ie i i are mak i i i u ar l w i l h i i i an 

aekiiow ledui 'd l i isKirs o í p re \ ious l'emale 

(• (a i l i i l i i i l io i is . M a m l i r s l - l i n ie solo 

shows o l 'wdn ie i i í ro i i i die pasl lew years 

wcre direel e i ieo i in le is w id í l i le real i lv ol 

íemale ar l is l ie legi ic \ : Mar lene 

McCar l v ' s deb i i l al Me i ro Piclures called 

l'orll i jei i i iN l lo lzer : Lan ren l Szold s 

sliow al 3().'5 (willeiN e \dked eai'K L v n d a 

Beiifí l is: and L inda Ma la lon s ex l i i l i i l i on 

al l i le ^o|•slli ( ial leiN i i id ica led a 

eoiiscioiis del i i i l lo an e \c i i e¿irlier pasl 

w lien l l ]e\ reslaged Merel Oppenhe im s 

l').")'^ -Banqne l " al l i le ' l l i r e a d Maxinu' 

Spaee: l i l is l ime s i i l i s l i i i i i i im ' a mide 

i i ia le l io iK wl iere Oppenhe im l iad 

presei i led a lemale oi ie. 

AiiiielOi Kapciii. i'lddr Scdlc. 1')') I. CCIIIIICSN l'.xil Ar l /TIa' Fiísl World. 
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geiici-alion of wonuMi arlisl. willi niarn 

rüiiliniiiiig- lo work willi hoili 

uiiI()i)ioí)|-M|)li¡i'al aiid ciillural iiarTali\('S; 

alllioiiiíli ihc carly scarcli íoi- ari 

"essenlial"' fciiialr lias hccii hi-okcii iip. 

Wliile iiiosl oí Siio WilÜain's work relVr.s 

lo woiiUMi s al)iis("d ex|)('r¡onr.o, soinc of 

IKM- paiiiliiius, siK'li as Ajv ]ÜII Pro-I'oiii 

orAiili-Porn. l ') ')2. and Áflcr llie 

Ih'voliilioii. 10')2. (I¡n>clly acldrcss nol 

''woiiian B ex|5oi-ioiire'', luil llic 'Meminisl 

('.xpcricncc ¡iicludiiii> ¡Is disaurc(-iiienls. 

Arlisls siicli as Henee Creen and liorna 

Sinipson are involved willi liow lacism 

and sexisin ¡niersecl. A newly visilile and 

d¡s|:)arale proiip oí ai'lisls. incliiding Zoé 

Leonard. Millie Wilson. and (lollier 

Sclioír are (k'Nclopinp a \'ocal)idar\ 

aroiind a leshiaii ¡denl iu . 'I'lie k-gal and 

soeial ¡ssiies llial (•¡rcinnseribe woinen 

are provoealive snbjecls especiallv d ' s e \ -

relaletk In l')<)1. Rohin Kalin exliiljiíed 

a series of enibroHk'red wall Calirii's 

wliicli were roninu^rcialK dislrihuled li\ 

Tnscaii l)air\ foi-a nionlli ¡n l"í ' '2, llial 

provided llie lelephone nunibcr u f a n 

organizalion dedicaled lo lielping" 

wonu'ii wlio are xielinis oí donieslic 

viok'nee. I low inasocliisni is inscrii)e(l on 

llie íeniale hodx is a snhjeei in janine 

Anloni. w hose íirsi sok) show al llie 

Sandra (iering Callerv in 1002 included 

riii' Ahoríion l^rojrrl. líaw . 

aii {'iiorinoiis likick oí cliocolale llie 

arlisl liad gnawed. Anloni s peiíoriiial¡\( ' 

use oí lier bod\ dilTered stralegieallv 

íroin a lliemalicalK relaled work 

prodiiced hv Snsan Silas in 1000: Silas 

liad exliiliiled a ihin lahle w hose lo|) 

enelosed a Liar oí hillersweet choeolale 

insciihed willi parí oí llie hook jaekel 

hliirli 10 ihe iiiasochisl classic. Slorv oí 

O. The (|ii()led lexl raised llie (|iieslioii 

oí llie aiilhorsliip oí O, wliielí is w rilleii 

in a íeniale \(iiee. has heeii sold as ••|lie 

\oiee 01' a wonian . bul was probablv, 

nonclheless penned l)\ a man. \\ hile 

Anloni s choeolale piece suggesls ihe 

parlieipalion oí wdiiian in her owii 

inasocliisni. Silas s choeolale siiggesls 

ihal 'parlieipalion ina\ nol iihiniaielv 

resi on woinen's owii agencv. 

\N oiiien s siliialion in eiihiire. as oiie 

dixided belwcen selí-propelling agencv 

on lile oiie liaiid and palriarchal 

reslriclions on llie ollier. \\ill coiilinue lo 

iiiíonii arl prodiiced li\ woiiien. lis 

exploralioiis and ils conlradielions 

eonsliliile wlial is iiow, whal was. and 

wlial will be. llie process llial is a 

h'niinisi aesllielic. 

XOTF.S 

[1] Kroni .Malisse's .\o/r.v <if <i l'niiilci: (¡uoled 

in Challes I lanisdii. "Mallise al llie 

.MiHlenu'. fricze. .laii.-l'Vli. 1')').í 10-1.") 

[2] lo deseribc ilic arl worid as iiieiiisive iií 

all individiial.s iiuikiní; aiul showiiig and 

vicw iiiü ail wdiild |)c lo identiív llic 

liicianliy \ve all i'ccouiiize: so, by "arl 

worlil hcrc. I aiii j-elViriii;; lo llie svslriii of 

iiiiiseiims. fíalleiics. inaf;aziiies. eolleclors 

and arlisls wlio |Kirilc¡pate al ihe bigh cnd 

of llic nnaiicial CM-haiiiíc of ai'l. 'llial llie 

"real arl wiald is (Icrincd liv ils 

(pri\ ileged) rclalioiisliip lo iiione\ is 

coiisislenl willi llic sysleiii of \ alualioii 

\\'hi<'li g'o\'eniis hocial lile in ilir I .S.. i.e.: 

iiioiie\ (iel'ines wdi'lli. 

[.*í] llie lerní "es.scnlialisl lias, in ils 

eoiisisleiil niis-iis<'. Iieeoini' llie liiizzw la'd 

oí anliíeininisls and psciido-íeniinisls. 1 lie 

lnsloi'\ of fi'ininisl ai'l is conlinnally 

iniseíaliK inis-wrileii aeeordiiig lo w lial 

arlisl and eiitic .Mira Sello has aplly 

reí'erred lo as llie "pali'ilineal nnw liling ol 

frininisl arl |ii'ai'l¡er . 

[4] I lial leininisin. as dieor\ and as 

praelire. ¡s a nio\ i-nicni (foi-ward) in an 

aei¡\(' and lileral scnse is aekiiow ledgrd. as 

¡Is tille siigürsls. in (ialllerine A. 

.Maekiiinoii s IDirard u I t'iiiini.sl T!ií'i>ry 

of llic Slíilc ((ianiíii'idíic. .\ias>arhiissells; 

I lai'\ai'd I ni\iM'sil\ Press. 

l')í!0). 

[.")] Liiev R. IJppard. "Sweepiíig í^xeliaimcs: 

I he (lonli'ibniioii oí beinini.sin 10 ilic Arl oí 

ihe l<)7(ls". .\rl bairnal. fall / W inler 

lOíiO. p. .'!|)2-:Í().") 
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