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Editoriales

Congreso Internacional pro Flora
Macaronésica

Patrocinado por el Excmo. Cabildo Insular de Gran Ca-
naria se realizara en Las Palmas de Gran Canaria el I CON-
GRESO INTERNACIONAL PRO FLORA MACARONESI-
CA. Fecha prevista: 13-18 de Abril de 1973.

En las preparaciones para dicha reunién, el Secretario
Interino cuenta con ayuda del Excmo. Ayuntamiento de Las
Palmas, de la Caja Insular de Ahorros de Gran Canaria, de
la Jefatura Provincial del Instituto Nacional para la Con-
servacion de la Naturaleza, de la Asociacién Canaria para
Defensa de la Naturaleza, y del Colegio Oficial de Farma-
céuticos.

La fecha del congreso coincide con la de la III EXPOSI-
CION DE PLANTAS Y FLORES, patrocinada por el Excmo.
Ayuntamiento de Las Palmas y organizada por ASCAN
(Asociacion Canaria para Defensa de la Naturaleza).

Asistiran al Congreso 80 a 100 cientificos, aproximada-
mente de casi 20 naciones. Sede de las reuniones: Edificio
del Excmo. Cabildo Insular y Casa de Coldn, ambos situa-
dos en la Ciudad de Las Palmas.

Anuncios previos: Taxon 21: 730-731 y 733; Nature and
Resources (Natur et Ressources) 8: 32 (33); hojas informa-
tivas de 1a Secretaria; Cuadernos de Rotdnica Canaria 14/15:
4; hojas policopiadas del Department of Botany, University
of Reading, y varias publicaciones en la prensa local en Gran
Canaria y Tenerife.

Finalidades principales:

1. Reunir todos los cientificos de las varias disciplinas fito-
logicas cuyos trabajos, directamente o indirectamente estan
conectados con flora y vegetacion de las Islas Macaronési-
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cas (regioén atlantica que reune los archipiélagos de Azores,
Madera y Salvajes, Canarias y Cabo Verde).

2. Creacién de la “Sociedad Botanica de las Islas Macaro-
nésicas” (o “Sociedad Botanica Macaronésica”), entidad in-
ternacional abierta a todos los interesados en los estudios de
plantas macaronésicas, su taxonomia y nomenclatura, su
anatomia y citologia, su ecologia y sociologia, sus propieda-
des quimicas y su aprovechamiento, su distribucién y rela-
ciones floristicas asimismo como su protecciéon y conserva-
ci6én. Las finalidades del “Congreso” como las de la futura
“Sociedad” no deberian limitarse a plantas superiores sino
también incluir plantas bajas como algas, hongos, musgos y
liquenes.

3. Proponer y discutir listas de especies y comunidades ve-
getales en peligro de extincién para una preservacion inme-
diata, y proponer estudios sobre areas de conservaciéon de
la naturaleza (Parques Nacionales, Parques Insulares, Sitios
de Proteccién, etc.). Redactar, ademas, una apelacién docu-
mentada, firmada por los participantes y dirigida a los Mi-
nisterios concernidos y Gobiernos Insulares en Espafia y Por-
tugal, con notificacién a organizaciones nacionales e inter-
nacionales.

4. Discutir programa y realizacién de estudio y publica-
cién de la “Flora Macaronésica”, organizacion de la misma,
distribuciéon de tareas de trabajo, fijacion de fechas, finan-
ciacién, etc. Considerando el proyecto “Flora Macaronésica”
v basado en una comunicaciéon publicada en Taxon 21 (dis-
cutida durante el “Simposio Flora Europaea”, Coimbra), se
ha propuesto la Comitiva Organizadora como sigue:

Organizadores: T. G. Tutin (Leicester), J.A. Franco (Lis-
boa), A. Hansen (Copenhague), W. Wildpret (La Lagu-
na), J. Malato- Beliz (Elvas), D. M. Moore (Reading)
y G. Kunkel (Las Palmas).

Secretario: D. Bramwell (Reading).

Asesores: V. H. Heywood (Reading), H. Merxmiiller (Mu-
nich y E.R. Sventenius (Las Palmas).

G. Kunkel
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DR. JOHN HUTCHINSON FRS OBE
1884 - 1972

The death of John Hutchinson on September 2nd, 1972
ended an era which can only be described as the “Golden Age
of Kew Botany”. This spanned over 150 years and encom-
passed the works of such celebrated botanists as W. J. Hooker,
G. Bentham, J.D. Hooker, N.E. Brown and O. Stapf.

John Hutchinson was born on April 7th, 1884 at Blind-
burn, Northumberland and went to Kew as a member of
the garden staff in 1904. He was later appointed to the her-
barium staff and worked under Dr. Otto Stapf for several
years. He held the post of Assistant for India from 1907 to
1909 and from 1916 to 1919 and for Africa from 1909 to 1916.
It was during this latter period that he became interested
in the flora of the Canary Islands.

In 1913 he visited the Canarian Archipelago in the com-
pany of T.A. Sprague and collected extensively on the is-
lands of Tenerife and La Palma. As a result of this visit and
of contacts established with G.V. Pérez and O. Burchard,
both botanists resident in the islands, came several scienti-
fic publications concerning the Canary flora and amongst
the Kew collections of Macaronesian plants are numerous
comments and annotations written by Hutchinson.

His publications on the Canary Islands are:

1916 — Chrysanthemum foeniculaceum. Bot. Mag. 142 pl. 8644

1916 — Pulicaria Burchardii Hutchinson, Compositae, Tribus Inu-
loideae.- Hooker Icon. Pl ser. 5, 1: pl. 3056.

1918 — Pinus canariensis.- Buil. Mise. Inf. Kew. 1918: 1 - 3

1918 — Tagasaste and Garcia.- Ibid. 1918: 21 - 25,

1919 — The rain tree of Hierro, Canary Islands.- Ibid. 1919: 153 -

- 164,

HUTCHINSON J. & SPRAGUET. A,

1913 — A Botanical Expedition to the Canary Islands 1913.- Bull.
Misc. Inf. Kew 1913: 287 - 289.

1914 — Echiums from the Atlantic Islands.- Ihid. 1914: 116 - 122,
265 - 267.
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In these papers Hutchinson described the following new
species from the Canaries: Pulicaria burchardii Hutch., Cy-
tisus palmensis Hutch., Cytisus perezii Hutch., Echium bre-
virame Spr. & Hutch. and E. bond-spraguei Spr. & Hutch
(now recognised as a hybrid E. brevirame x E. webbii).

John Hutchinson was a prolific author in the field of
systematics and few botanists have had his depth of know-
ledge of flowering plants gained from his many years of ex-
perience in both the herbarium and the field. His publi-
cation of the Families of Flowering Plants (vol. 1in 1926, vol.
2 in 1934) was a milestone in the history of the study of phy-
logeny and evolution. His system of arrangement of the
families was a great stimulus to evolutionary thinking and
publication of the second edition of the work in 1959 pre-
sented a completely new theory. The Dicotyledons were
divided on the basis of habit into the Lignosae and the Her-
baceae and though this system has not subsequently been
widely accepted it stimulated renewed interest in Darwin’s
“abominable mystery” of the origin and evolution of An-
giosperms.

Hutchinson’s “opus monumentum” The Genera of Flow-
ering Plants remains incomplete on his death. Two volu-
mes have been published and several more are in an advan-
ced state of preparation. One hopes that the challenge of
completing such an important and necessary work will be
taken up by others amongst his Kew colleagues.

It is a great privilege to have met John Hutchinson and
to have been able to discuss with him his visit to the Canary
Islands which he so obviously enjoyed and remembered
clearly even after over 50 years had elapsed.

His achievements have guaranteed him a place amongst
the great figures of systematic botany such as De Candolle,
Engler, Bentham and the Hookers and to many people the
Kew Herbarium will never again be the same place without
him.

David Bramwell
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