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She Was growing more experienced in taking,
as well as giving, and what went on between the
two women

Chapter Seven
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typical. But it is decidedly not pleasant,

James and Margaret Taft had two other children before &
they had Bobby. Both were boys, and neither lived more &
than four months. The first was born prematurely and $&
died almost at once. The second, born 2 year later, was a §&
healthy baby who managed to pick up a virus that was £

strong enough to prove fatal.

When Bobby was born two years later, the Tafts were $
a little disappointed. They had wanted a boy all along, &
and the two boys who had not lived only piled fuel on g
the fire. Bobby’s room in their flat on Chicago’s South #&
Side was painted a bright baby blue. Bobby’s clothes @
were primarily the boy’s clothing that her two brothers

never got a chance to wear. These were small factors,

but they established a pattern in the Taft family which
in itself helped to mold and shape Bobby’s psychological

development,

While neither James nor Marge Taft realized it,

Bobby was a son who happened to be a girl. The stories
er father read to her were adventure storjes, For pres- |
ents she received a baseball glove, athletic equipment, £
toys designed for boys, not for girls. On summer even- f

ings she played catch with her father in the back yard.
Today those games of catch remain the strongest mem-

ories of her early childhood. “Mom would be in the §
kitchen, making dinner or doing' the dishes,” she says. @

“And Dad and I would be out in back tossing a ball
back and forth. In the fall it was a football, in the spring
and summer a baseball. Mom would do the housework
and I would play catch with Dad.”

The psychological inference here is obvious. Bobby
automatically identified herself with her father, and
thus with men in general. Her mother was doing house-
work, woman’s work, while she and her father played
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dresses or skirts, Her case history is both interesting and £

- a masculine game, A clear d
manner. Cooking and dishwasl
and football for boys. Bobby v
the fence,

Bobby was naturally athle
encouragement which she rece
her athletic development, She 5
In school and after school, she -
to play with the boys.

‘She could run as fast, thro

a baseball bat as effectively as

she didn’t cry when she got

taught at home that crying w

accepted her as a playmate a)

When they went through the ty

where association with girls v

Bobby was an exception to the :

boys,” and they didn’t mind ha

It might be wise to pause here
point that a great number of gi
stage similar to Bobby’s with 1
The overwhelming majority of
out of this stage and into high
with no trouble at ajl. They .
children, and lead Jives as normal
as any other women do. But in |
role was too much a function of
development to be so easily ca:
of adolescence.

A significant change in the
Bobby’s first year in high school
suddenly turned into young worn
their shyness and dated them.

Bobby did not get many date:

she was not a pretty girl as bece
boys, she was still “one of the fi
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